
 

Notes of Southern Parishes Forum meeting  

7:00 pm on Thursday 7 May 2026 at Grassington Devonshire 
Institute 
 
Chaired by Richard Ingram (YDNPA Board Member - representative for Craven East  
parishes) 

Parishes in attendance: 

Austwick Peter Goold 
Clapham cum Newby John Dawson 
Grassington Rob Charlton & Nigel Shenton 
Kettlewell with Starbotton Colin Lister & Ian Macefield 
Settle Town Council Mike Rose 
 
YDNPA: 

Neil Heseltine  Board Member – parish rep for Craven West parishes 
Gary Smith  Acting Chief Executive 
Sam Parfitt Executive Assistant to CEO & Chair - admin support 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions 

Richard welcomed everyone and introduced Gary Smith (Acting CEO) and Neil 
Heseltine and explained that the Forums are intended to be an opportunity for a 
two-way dialogue between Parish Councillors and Members of the National 
Park Authority on any issues relevant to the National Park Management Plan. 
 
 

2. YDNPA work programme for 2026/27 – refer to PowerPoint slides 

• Farming in Protected Landscapes – the programme has been extended to 
March 2029.   £1.4 million in grants available to farmers this year. Summary 
of funding is shown on the slide 2.  Get in touch with the FIPL team with 
ideas for future projects. 

• Wildlife-Rich Habitat Fund – a National Government target to create new 
habitat. £950,000 in grants available.  Applicable to priority habitats such as 
peatland restoration or native woodland creation.  

• New Website (expected to be completed in the autumn) which will continue 
to meet our statutory requirements and support the needs of visitors, 
communities, partners, and businesses. 

• Rights of Way programme – continuing to maintain Public Rights of Way so 
that 90% are 'easy to use'.  This includes replacement footbridges at 
Winterburn and   wash dubs, Austwick. 

• Improving Access - the following schemes were highlighted: a feasibility 
study for ‘Miles without Stiles’ route from Kettlewell to Buckden; enhancing 
900m of Turbary Road, Kingsdale; detailed design and consultation on 
Threshfield road crossing to support active travel to Threshfield Primary 
School; Re-surfacing Austwick–Clapham A65 public bridleway with non-
porous surfacing – funded by North Yorkshire Council; commission 
feasibility study on small sections across the multi-user link between Skipton 
– Grassington  

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2026/05/2026-Spring-Parish-Forums-South.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/farming/farming-in-protected-landscapes/
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• Heritage Projects: Conservation Area appraisal for Littondale; Work with 
Historic England and Ingleborough Archaeology Group to produce an 
interpretation panel for Dudderhouse Cairn 

• Malham National Park Centre: improved access to make more welcoming 
and changing places toilets installed.  

A question was asked by Grassington PC about the status of Snake Walk – could it 
be made wheelchair accessible?  A query by Clapham cum Newby PC on why solar 
panels were not acceptable on the roof of a barn conversion.  Action:  GS to follow 
up and respond. 
 
 

3. National Planning policy changes (and Local Plan) – refer to 

PowerPoint slides 

Gary gave a round-up of some recent issues.   

National: Government has been consulting on changes to National Planning 
Policy Framework.  North Yorkshire Council is producing its new Local Plan.  
There is pressure to build a lot more housing which are challenging targets for 
those Authorities. Starting to see more ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects’ – including two windfarms just outside the NP boundary. The decision 
on whether to grant permission for these is made by relevant government 
minister (Secretary of State for Energy, Climate etc) – not the local planning 
authority.  There should be a process of local consultation/engagement by the 
developers before the formal application is submitted. 

Local: YDNP Local Plan is very near the end of the process – final consultation 
on the last few modifications required by the Planning Inspector.  Hopefully, the 
Plan can be adopted by the Authority in June. To complement the Local Plan, a 
new Design Guide  is out for consultation,  It provides advice for residents, 
businesses, farmers and developers on how to design development proposals 
that will meet the aims of the Local Plan – this aims to speed up the planning 
process.  Parishes are encouraged to look at the Guide and email comments 
to: planning@yorkshiredales.org.uk by 24 May 2026. 
 

Austwick PC enquired how enforcement decisions are made and requested 

guidance for Parish Councils. Grassington PC expressed concern about the 

Authority’s approach to enforcement, and cited some examples. There was 

concern that it could lead to rules increasingly being ignored or flouted, leading 

to residents and visitors seeing inappropriate change. This outcome would not 

sit well alongside the new Levelling Up and Regeneration Act S245 

requirements which require YDNPA and Parishes to now be more proactive in 

conserving and enhancing the area. 

 

GS ran through the Authority’s broad approach and emphasised the value of 

PCs in identifying and reporting potential breaches. The Authority runs a 

planning training session each year – to which all PCs are invited.  

Enforcement could be an item for the next one. 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2026/05/2026-Spring-Parish-Forums-South.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2026/04/01_Draft_Design_Guide_for_Consultation.pdf
mailto:planning@yorkshiredales.org.uk
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Action: GS to follow up and respond on the specific cases raised by 

Grassington PC and Clapham-cum-Newby.  GS to add enforcement to next 

Parish planning training session, and to follow up on the information about 

enforcement on the Authority’s website. 

 
 

4. Local issues: 

a. Public toilet provision 
Gary reported that the Authority has carried out a series of improvements to 
the public toilet facilities the NPA provides.  These include new roofs and 
solar panels at Horton, Stainforth, Grassington and Buckden; and new 
fixtures and fittings (Buckden, Grassington, Horton, Kettlewell, Malham and 
Stainforth).  This year, a new disabled toilet will be created at Linton Falls 
car park.  The YDNPA has also given a grant from our Sustainable 
Development Fund (SDF) to Hebden Parish Council to refurbish and 
reopen the public toilets in Hebden this summer.  Information on SDF 
funding is available on our website: https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-
authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/ 
 

b. NYC’s school transport policy 
Richard Ingram reported a post-implementation review is underway - due to 
be completed by July.  The Review is looking at the administration of the 
Home to School Travel Policy including a summary of the enquiries, 
complaints, appeals and the Council’s responses to these. Buckden PC 
have families greatly affected by the policy.  The mapping system for free 
transport by the most direct route disregards the nature of the road network 
– many routes are impractical and unsafe in winter weather.  Making minor 
changes to the policy would help.  Parishes encouraged YDNPA to add its 
voice in support of changes. Richard also encouraged all parishes submit 
their comments via Home to School Transport - UW&L - This is a direct link 
to the North Yorkshire portal: https://online1.snapsurveys.com/v2rusa 
Action: YDNPA Chair will communicate the strength of feeling from Parish 
Councils to NYC.  

 
 

5. National and local policy round-up: 

a. Land Use Framework 
The Government recently published its Land Use Framework for England, 
which sets out proposals for how we can use our land more effectively (for 
food, renewable energy and the environment).   

b. Visitor levy 
Government is consulting on a proposal to give Mayoral Authorities in 
England the power to create local overnight visitor levies. The Authority has 
responded with caution, adding that it is important to ensure there is a 
consistent approach to collection and distribution of levies, and that the 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/
https://www.upperwharfedale.org/
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/v2rusa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/land-use-framework
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money raised should benefit those communities most affected by tourism 
pressures.  Tourism businesses are not hugely supportive of the idea.   

c. Local Nature Recovery Strategies 
The strategies for North Yorkshire & York; Westmorland & Furness and 
Lancashire were published earlier this year.  They identify where best 
opportunities are for habitat improvement (including through biodiversity net 
gain). Hopefully this will drive forward nature recovery. 
 
 

6. Ideas for future Forum meetings  
Parishes appreciate the opportunity for two-way discussion, and the Councillors 

present felt that at least one of the two Forum meetings each year should be 

face-to-face.  How could the meetings be made more effective/useful for 

Parishes, and make a clearer link to how they influence the plans, priorities, 

and funding from YDNPA.  Richard Ingram suggested that the Authority’s four 

Parish Members should be more proactive and act as a visible conduit for 

Parishes to feed in comments, ideas and suggestions.  

 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/environment-and-neighbourhoods/conservation/local-nature-recovery-strategy

