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YORKSHIRE DALES
National Park Authority

Notes of Northern Parishes Forum meeting

7:15 pm on Wednesday 22 April 2026 at Aysgarth Institute, Main
Street, Aysgarth, DL8 3AH

Chaired by Allen Kirkbride (YDNPA Board Member - parish representative for northern

parishes)

Parishes in attendance:

Arkengarthdale
Aysgarth & District
Bainbridge

Buckden
Burton-cum-Walden
East Witton

Grinton & Ellerton Abbey
Hawes & High Abbotside
Marrick

Reeth

YDNPA:

Gary Smith
Elliott Lorimer
Derek Twine
Yvonne Peacock
Sam Parfitt

Nichola Barningham & Stephen Stubbs
John Dinsdale

James Peacock

Peter Vetch

Jane Ritchie & Richard Nolan

Richard Wells

Geraldine Coates

Emma Blades

Grace Bryant

Beverley Rutter

Acting Chief Executive

Director of Park Services

Chair

Board Member — NY Councillor

Executive Assistant to CEO & Chair - admin support

1. Welcome and introductions

Allen introduced the Chair and officers in attendance. He explained that the Forums
are intended to be an opportunity for a two-way dialogue between Parish Councillors
and Members of the National Park Authority on any issues relevant to the Yorkshire
Dales National Park Management Plan.

An item on Reeth Surgery had been added to the agenda. This is minuted under Item
3. Local Issues but was taken as the first item.

2. ' YDNPA work programme for 2026/27 - refer to PowerPoint slides

o Farming in Protected Landscapes — the programme has been extended to March
2029. £1.4 million in grants available to farmers this year.

o Wildlife-Rich Habitat Fund — a National Government target to create new habitat.
£950,000 in grants available. Applicable to priority habitats such as peatland
restoration or native woodland creation.

e New Website (expected to be completed in the autumn) which will continue to meet
our statutory requirements and support the needs of visitors, communities,
partners, and businesses.

¢ Rights of Way programme — continuing to maintain Public Rights of Way so that
90% are 'easy to use'.


https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2026/05/2026-Spring-Parish-Forum-Northern-Presentation.pdf

e Garsdale-Hawes multi-user route — continuing the legal work to create the route.
Also investigating potential access improvements from Garsdale station to the start
of the trail, to overcome issues with the steep gradients.

National Planning policy changes (and Local Plan) - refer to
PowerPoint slides

Gary gave a round-up of some recent issues.

National: Government has been consulting on changes to National Planning Policy
Framework. North Yorkshire Council is producing its new Local Plan s are producing
plans. There is pressure to build a lot more housing which are challenging targets for
those Authorities.

Starting to see more ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects’ — including two
windfarms just outside the NP boundary. The decision on whether to grant permission
for these is made by relevant government minister (Secretary of State for Energy ,
Climate etc) — not the local planning authority. There should be a process of local
consultation/engagement by the developers before the formal application is submitted.
Local: YDNP Local Plan is very near the end of the process — final consultation on the
last few modifications required by the Planning Inspector. Hopefully, the Plan can be
adopted by the Authority in June. Will also be consulting on a new Design Guide next
week.

Local issues:

a. Reeth Medical Centre

Yvonne explained with Reeth Centre closing, the responsibility rests with the
Humber & North Yorkshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) to give the contract to
other surgeries in the area. A present the Primary Care Network are working with
The Central Dales Practice Manager on the viability at taking on the patients from
Reeth. Yvonne has been working hard with the Parishes in Swaledale and
Arkengarthdale to find a solution, including potential to offer a branch surgery in
Reeth. Yvonne urged Councils to support the plight of the Reeth closure and write
to the ICB.

Jane Ritchie highlighted that ICBs are statutory NHS bodies responsible for
planning and commissioning services across a large region, whilst the Primary
Care Network is the local group of GP practices working at a neighbourhood
level. Jane is Hon. Secretary of The Upper Dales Health Watch [UDHW], a
patient participation group who are a consultative group for Central Dales
Practice. This group represents the views of member parishes on health issues
to the appropriate organisations. Jane is happy to invite the Chair of ICB to a
meeting of this group so he is aware of the situation.

YDNPA would also write to the Chair of the ICB to convey the view of the
parishes and how the closure would run counter to one of the objectives in the
statutory National Park Management Plan. From a planning perspective, the
Authority would obviously be sympathetic should it be necessary to find an
alternative building in Reeth.


https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2026/05/2026-Spring-Parish-Forum-Northern-Presentation.pdf

Action: YDNPA Chair to write to the ICB expressing the strength of feeling to support
local communities.

As of 1 May, the ICB announced that an application has been approved for the provision
of a branch surgery in Reeth. This will help to maintain local access to primary care
when Reeth Medical Centre shuts at the end of May.

The ICB have published this article https://humberandnorthyorkshire.org.uk/reeth-gp-
practice-provision-icb-approves-branch-surgery-application/.

b. Public toilet provision

Yvonne Peacock explained North Yorkshire Council’s plan to upgrade its public
toilets to a "good or excellent" standard by 2030. The strategy includes
implementing a 40p entry fee at most sites to reduce its annual operational
shortfall.

Elliott Lorimer reported that the Authority has been able to carry out a series of
improvements to the public toilet facilities the NPA provides to help ensure the
long-term sustainability of the buildings, improve energy efficiency and make the
facilities more accessible. Over the next year, we are investigating potential for
Changing Place toilets at Aysgarth National Park Visitor Centre.

We have also given a grant from our Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) to
Hebden Parish Council to refurbish and reopen the public toilets in Hebden this
summer. Information on SDF funding is available on our website:
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-
development-fund/

c. NYC’s school transport policy
Yvonne Peacock advised there is a post-implementation review underway and
due to be completed by July. The Review is looking at the administration of the
Home to School Travel Policy including a summary of the enquiries, complaints,
appeals and the Council’s responses to these. As part of the Review Yvonne has
put forward that road demographics be examined as part of the appeals process
in rural areas. Yvonne encouraged Parish Councils to write to NYC to support
exceptions to the policy being made in rural areas.
Further information on the review is available in the report that went to the
Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny Committee (CFOSC) meeting on 15
September 2025 - Agenda for Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny
Committee on Wednesday, 17 September 2025, 10.00 am | North Yorkshire
Council

Derek Twine explained that he had written to NYC following last year’s Forum
expressing the strength of feeling from Parish Councils to which he had received a
polite response.

Action: YDNPA Chair will communicate the strength of feeling from Parish
Councils (after the southern Parish Forum on 7 May) to NYC. The issue will also
be picked up at the National Park Management Plan Partnership — because it
relates to one of the objectives in the Plan that local partners have all signed up
to.

d. Historic buildings and climate change [East Witton PC]

Richard Wells highlighted that a large number of properties have oil central
heating and asked if they are well served by policies on planning, ie solar


https://humberandnorthyorkshire.org.uk/reeth-gp-practice-provision-icb-approves-branch-surgery-application/
https://humberandnorthyorkshire.org.uk/reeth-gp-practice-provision-icb-approves-branch-surgery-application/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/
https://edemocracy.northyorks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1241&MId=19389&Ver=4
https://edemocracy.northyorks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1241&MId=19389&Ver=4
https://edemocracy.northyorks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1241&MId=19389&Ver=4

panels, wall insulation etc. The energy efficiency industry is focussed on
new buildings which is a barrier — it's more expensive to put the right
measures into older houses.

Gary Smith advised that North Yorkshire Combined Authority is wrestling
with this too. There needs to be a wider initiative across North Yorkshire
and York to support appropriate ‘retrofit’ measures in older buildings (using
standard measures in old buildings causes damp). The Authority does try
to be flexible on these sorts of issues (although there are national
restrictions for Listed Buildings). The new Local Plan has policies that
support more renewable energy and a new Design Guide comes out for
consultation next week.

5. National and local policy round-up:

a.

Land Use Framework

The Government recently published its Land Use Framework for England, which
sets out proposals for how we can use our land more effectively (for food,
renewable energy and the environment).

Visitor levy

Government is consulting on a proposal to give Mayoral Authorities in England the
power to create local overnight visitor levies. The Authority has responded with
caution, adding that it is important to ensure there is a consistent approach to
collection and distribution of levies, and that the money raised should benefit
those communities most affected by tourism pressures. Tourism businesses are
not hugely supportive of the idea.

Local Nature Recovery Strategies

The strategies for North Yorkshire & York; and for Cumbria were published earlier
this year. They indicate where best opportunities are for nature restoration
(including through biodiversity net gain).

6. Ideas for future Forum meetings

Introduction to the new CEO - James Blake
Drought, fire warnings/wildlife and impacts of climate change

Information to visitors on how to treat the countryside

Meeting closed at 9.00pm



