
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority

Work Programme for 2026-27



Farming in Protected Landscapes



ÅProgramme extended to 

March 2029

ÅGrants to farmers to 

support works that 

benefit nature, climate, 

people or place

Å£1.4 million available 

each year

Farming in Protected Landscapes



Chee
óWildlife-Rich Habitatô Fund

Å£950,000 capital grant 

available each year

ÅThree years

ÅTo create ówildlife-richô 

habitat outside protected 

sites (SSSIs)



Chee
ÅNew website to provide a modern, 

reliable, user-friendly online 

presence for the Authority and the 

National Park.

ÅCompletion expected around early 

Autumn

New website



Chee
ÅMaintain Public Rights of Way so 

that 90% are 'easy to use'.

ÅRepairs to and replacement of 

bridges around the national Park 

inc. bridges at; Winterburn, 

Selside, Reeth and Dent.

Rights of Way programme



Chee ÅFeasibility study for óMiles without Stilesô route 

from Kettlewell to Buckden

ÅEnhance 900m of Turbary Road, Kingsdale

ÅDetailed design and consultation on Threshfield 

road crossing to support active travel to 

Threshfield Primary School

ÅRe-surface AustwickïClapham A65 public 

bridleway with non-porous surfacing ï funded 

by North Yorkshire Council

ÅCommission feasibility study on small sections 

across the multi-user link between Skipton ï 

Grassington 

Improving access - South



Chee
ÅConservation Area 

appraisal for Littondale 

ÅWork with Historic 

England and 

Ingleborough 

Archaeology Group to 

produce an 

interpretation panel for 

Dudderhouse Cairn

Heritage projects - South

Dudderhouse Cairn, courtesy Historic England



Chee

ÅNew entrance and reception 

with improved accessibility

ÅNew Changing Place toilet 

and changing facility

Malham NPVC ï South





National policy changes

ÅGovt consultation on changes to National Planning Policy Framework: 

ïpermit all existing farm buildings to be converted to housing

ï give developers discretion to pay a commuted sum instead of providing on-site affordable housing

ï remove reference in national policy toNational Parks having the 'highest status of protectionô

ÅNational changes to the Local Plan process:
ï Local Plan should be shorter and reviews done in 30-month timeframe

ï Housing targets outside National Parks have doubled;  60,000 new homes in NY and 20,000 in W&F over 15 years

ï NY and W&F Councils have begun their Plan reviews using the new process

ÅNationally significant infrastructure projects: 
ï Whether a development constitutes a NSIP is decided by the Secretary of State at MHCLG

ï Application is determined by relevant Government Minister

ï Before submission developer has to engage with the local planning authorities, local community, statutory agencies etc



Local Plan ï final stages

ÅPost-hearing modifications - consultation on final minor changes to the 

Local Plan text and maps.  Runs until 12 May

ÅInspector's Report of Examination - May/June

ÅLocal Plan Adoption - June (full weight for new policies)

ÅDesign Guide - out for consultation next week

ÅDevelopment Briefs - summer (guidance for each allocated housing site)





Local Plan Policy CP1
Sets out what is sustainable 

development in the NP.

Sustainability and heritage buildings

Design Guide
Adds detail on 'how to do' 

sustainable development.



Whatôs in the 
Guide ?

ÅWeb based document with links 
and checklists

ÅFocus on nature, dark skies, 
and sustainable development 

ÅCase studies showing good 
design

ÅóHow toô graphics

ÅTechnical details

Yorkshire Dales Design Guide



The Design Guide  gives detailed advice on 

how to site and design renewables, EV 

charging, etc for all buildings including listed 

and other heritage buildings and sites in 

conservation areas.

It also uses examples of sustainable 

development permitted and completed in the 

National Park. 

National and local

Sustainability and heritage buildings



Sustainability and heritage buildings

replacement slim-profile double-glazed windows





Improvements to public toilets



New roofs at Horton and Stainforth



New sensor tap troughs



Solar panels



Changing Places toilet at Malham



Plans for 2026/27


