
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority

Work Programme for 2026-27



Farming in Protected Landscapes



• Programme extended to 

March 2029

• Grants to farmers to 

support works that 

benefit nature, climate, 

people or place

• £1.4 million available 

each year

Farming in Protected Landscapes



Chee
‘Wildlife-Rich Habitat’ Fund

• £950,000 capital grant 

available each year

• Three years

• To create ‘wildlife-rich’ 

habitat outside protected 

sites (SSSIs)



Chee
• New website to provide a modern, 

reliable, user-friendly online 

presence for the Authority and the 

National Park.

• Completion expected around early 

Autumn

New website



Chee
• Maintain Public Rights of Way so 

that 90% are 'easy to use'.

• Repairs to and replacement of 

bridges around the national Park 

inc. bridges at; Winterburn, 

Selside, Reeth and Dent.

Rights of Way programme



Chee
• Data and evidence for Public Path 

Creation Order

• Assessments required for planning and 

other consents

• ‘Rail-2-Trail’ options from Garsdale 

Station to trailhead of the proposed 

Garsdale-Hawes multiuser route

Garsdale-Hawes multi-user route





National policy changes

• Govt consultation on changes to National Planning Policy Framework: 

– permit all existing farm buildings to be converted to housing

– give developers discretion to pay a commuted sum instead of providing on-site affordable housing

– remove reference in national policy to National Parks having the 'highest status of protection’

• National changes to the Local Plan process:
– Local Plan should be shorter and reviews done in 30-month timeframe

– Housing targets outside National Parks have doubled;  60,000 new homes in NY and 20,000 in W&F over 15 years

– NY and W&F Councils have begun their Plan reviews using the new process

• Nationally significant infrastructure projects: 
– Whether a development constitutes a NSIP is decided by the Secretary of State at MHCLG

– Application is determined by relevant Government Minister

– Before submission developer has to engage with the local planning authorities, local community, statutory agencies etc



Local Plan – final stages

• Post-hearing modifications - consultation on final minor changes to the 

Local Plan text and maps.  Runs until 12 May

• Inspector's Report of Examination - May/June

• Local Plan Adoption - June (full weight for new policies)

• Design Guide - out for consultation next week

• Development Briefs - summer (guidance for each allocated housing site)





Local Plan Policy CP1
Sets out what is sustainable 

development in the NP.

Sustainability and heritage buildings

Design Guide
Adds detail on 'how to do' 

sustainable development.



What’s in the 
Guide ?

• Web based document with links 
and checklists

• Focus on nature, dark skies, 
and sustainable development 

• Case studies showing good 
design

• ‘How to’ graphics

• Technical details

Yorkshire Dales Design Guide



The Design Guide  gives detailed advice on 

how to site and design renewables, EV 

charging, etc for all buildings including listed 

and other heritage buildings and sites in 

conservation areas.

It also uses examples of sustainable 

development permitted and completed in the 

National Park. 

National and local

Sustainability and heritage buildings



Sustainability and heritage buildings

replacement slim-profile double-glazed windows





Improvements to public toilets



New roofs at Horton and Stainforth



New sensor tap troughs



Solar panels



Changing Places toilet at Malham



Plans for 2026/27
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