Yorkshire Dales National Park - Facts, figures and trends 2025

Basics

Designated in 1954, the 5™ of the 10 National Parks in England.

The second largest National Park in England (2,180 km?) — same size as Herefordshire.
Population of 22,800.

Over 96% of the land is in private ownership.

Natural Beauty, Wildlife and Cultural Heritage

Fells that rise to over 700 metres at High Seat, Great Shunner Fell, Wild Boar Fell and the
Yorkshire ‘Three Peaks’, including the highest peaks in Yorkshire (Whernside) and
Lancashire (Gragareth).

A traditional pastoral landscape with farmland enclosed by around 8,000 km of dry-stone
walls, and around 4,500 stone ‘field barns’ (located outside farmsteads).

Spectacular waterfalls, including Hardraw Force (the longest unbroken drop in England) and
Cautley Spout (a broken drop of 180 metres)

Designated as an International Dark Sky Reserve in December 2020.

17 nationally-important habitats, covering 85,000 hectares — the most of any English
National Park.

57,000 ha designated as nationally or internationally important for wildlife (SSSIs) — the most
of any English National Park. 40% of SSSI features are in ‘favourable’ condition.

Dominant habitats are blanket bog (48,000 ha; 20% of the England total) and upland heath
(20,000 ha), most of which is managed as grouse moor.

Contains 72% of England’s limestone pavement; 69% of its upland calcareous grassland;
and 38% of its upland hay meadows.

Woodland covers just over 4% (national average is 10%). Over 1,700 ha of native broadleaf
woodland has been planted since 2018. Only 1% is classed as Ancient Woodland.

Nearly 400 species of nationally important populations, such as Black Grouse, Red Squirrel
and Curlew. 76% of the priority species for which meaningful data is available (61 out of 122
Species) had populations that were either stable or increasing.

Blanket bog (peat) is a nationally-significant store of carbon but much is heavily degraded
following the introduction of artificial drainage in the 1980s. Since 2009, natural drainage
has been restored across over 27,500 ha, primarily through the Yorkshire Peat Partnership.
The headwaters of 7 river catchments - Aire, Eden, Lune, Ribble, Swale, Ure, and Wharfe.-
and over 1,000 km of river, of which 51% is in ‘good ecological status’ (England ave.= 14%).

The Historic Environment Record contains descriptions of over 39,000 historical features,
including over 2,000 Listed Buildings, and nearly 300 Scheduled Monuments.

60 listed buildings (2.8%) and 10 Scheduled Monuments (3.4%) are ‘at risk’.

Contains the longest Conservation Area in England (Settle-Carlisle Railway) and the largest
(‘Swaledale and Arkengarthdale Barns and Walls’).

Access and Recreation

Over 2,600 km of rights of way (only the Lake District and South Downs have more). 92% of
rights of way are ‘easy to use’.

‘Multi-day routes’ include: two National Trails (Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway), and
the forthcoming Coast to Coast path; and, significant regional routes, like the ‘Dales Way'.



The length of rights of way available for people with limited mobility or for wheelchair use has
increased significantly but is still relatively limited — 266 km (10% of all routes).

60% is designated as ‘open access’ land — an area bigger than Greater Manchester.
The UK’s most extensive caving area, including its longest cave system (‘The 3 Counties’)
Superb road cycling and cross-country mountain biking opportunities.

Riggs Moor, on the boundary with the Nidderdale National Landscape, is considered the
most isolated place in England.

5.1 million visitors, spending 6.7 million days here (2023). 88% of people come for the day
with 12% being staying visitors.

In 2022, 23% of visitors to the National Park were under 45 years old; 3% of the UK visitors
were people from ethnic minority backgrounds.

61% of visitors went for a walk of an hour or more during their visit (2022). 3% went cycling
or mountain biking.

Overall visitor satisfaction levels are very high and have increased year on year, with 96% of
visitors satisfied or very satisfied with their visit (2022).

Economy and community

Around 2,700 businesses, employing over 14,000 people and with a gross turnover of £625
million (2022). Over 90% of businesses employ fewer than 10 people.

Tourism is worth around £485 million each year, and supports around 5,370 jobs.

Around 1,000 farms, with farming and land management providing over 20% of employment
(national average is less than 1%).

5 active quarries, producing 3 million tonnes of stone per year. Road haulage has reduced
by 38% since 2011.

Second most sparsely populated National Park in England (11 people per km?).

4 ‘local service centres’ — Grassington/Threshfield, Hawes, Reeth and Sedbergh — and 54
villages with a basic level of services, such as a school, pub, shop or meeting place.

The population grew from 1971 to a peak of about 24,000 in 2008. Like most rural areas in
upland northern England, it has declined slightly since — to 22,800 (2021).

A severe and increasing imbalance between the proportion of residents over 65 (31%) and
those under 18 (17%).

The average house price is estimated to be £353,000 (2024), equivalent to 8 times average
earnings.

Since 2019 new housing completions have averaged 59 per year (target is 67).

In 2021 second homes and holiday lets accounted for 22% of housing stock (the national
average is 6%).

Broadband speeds are mixed but improving, with hyper-fast/gigabyte connections being
rolled out across the Cumbrian part of the National Park.

21% of the National Park still has no mobile phone signal.

Greenhouse gas emissions were 513,000 tonnes CO2e (2023). Almost 65% of emissions
are associated with farming (livestock, fertiliser etc).



