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A1: Relevant international frameworks and agreements 
 

Frameworks and 
Agreements 

 

Objectives of the Plan / Program Implications 

Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands (1971) 

International treaty aiming to secure the conservation and sustainable use of wetland areas. Commitments to ‘wise use’, designation of spec ific sites, 
appropriate training and international cooperation in pursuit of objectives. 
 

Plans should have regard to 
designated RAMSAR sites should they 
be likely to affect them in any way. 

Rio Declaration on 
Environment and 
Development (1992) 

Sets out 27 principles of sustainable development, stating that ‘The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and 
environmental needs of present and future generations’. 
 
 

General principles of participation, 
cooperation, precautionary principle 
and appropriate interventions in 
pursuit of sustainable development 
should be reflected in Plans. Role of 
sustainability appraisal and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
paramount. 

 

Convention on Biological 
Diversity. Rio de Janeiro 
(1992) 

 

Objective of the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components. Requires countries to develop and implement strategies 
for sustainable use and protection of biodiversity. Applies precautionary principle. 

Key principles should be disseminated 
through lower-level national and local 
Biodiversity Action Plans, which Plans 
should have regard to. 
 

United Nations 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change & 
Kyoto Protocol (UNFCCC, 
1994 & 1997) 

 

Sets the framework for intergovernmental efforts to tackle climate change. 
Under the convention, governments: 

• Gather and share information on greenhouse gas emissions, national policies, and best practice; 

• Launch national strategies for addressing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to expected impacts, including the provision of financial 
and technological support to developing countries; 

• Co-operate in preparing for adaptation to the impacts of climate change. 
 
Kyoto Protocol: 
Commits Annex 1 countries (of which Britain, as part of the EU, is one) to individual, legally-binding targets to limit/reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

Plans should consider ways in which 
they can contribute to a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

United Nations 
Declaration on 
Sustainable Development 
(Johannesburg 
Declaration) (2002) 

Sets broad framework for international sustainable development, including building a humane, equitable and caring global society aware of the need for 
human dignity for all, renewable energy and energy efficiency, sustainable consumption and production and resource efficiency. 

Strong emphasis on inclusive 
processes and cooperation as key 
factors in sustainable development. 
Widespread consultation together with 
incorporation of social, economic and 
environmental concerns in decision 
making processes of Plans is therefore 
vital. 

 

United Nations 
Convention on Human 
Rights 

Details the basic civil and political rights of individuals and nations. The rights of an individual to: 
• Legal recourse when their rights have been violated, even 
• if the violator was acting in an official capacity; 
• The right to privacy and protection of privacy by law; 
• Freedom of opinion and expression; 
• Freedom of assembly and association. 

 

Plans should not promote any 
programme, activity or development 
that breaches civil and political rights 

United Nations 
Millennium Declaration 
(2000) 

Contains 8 Millennium Development goals that bind countries to do more and join forces in the fight against poverty, illiteracy, hunger, lack of education, 
gender inequality, child and maternal mortality, disease and environmental degradation. 
 

Ensure Plans tackle any known social 
disadvantage or inequality issues at 
the local scale. 
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United Nations 
Convention on Access to 
Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-
Making and Access to 
Justice in Environmental 
Matters (the ‘Aarhus 
Convention’) (1998) 

 

Establishes a number of rights of the public (citizens and their associations) with regard to the environment. Public authorities (at national, regional or 
local level) are to contribute to allowing these rights to become effective. 
 
 

Plans to ensure adequate opportunity 
for public to comment on proposals 
and participate in decision making. 

United Nations Paris 
Climate Change 
Agreement (2015) 

International agreement to keep global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. Plans should consider ways in which 
they can contribute to a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

Aichi Agreement (2010) Establishes five strategic goals:  

 Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across government and society;  

 Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use;  

 To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic diversity;  

 Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystems;  

 Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management and capacity building. 

 

Plans to recognise the value of 
ecosystem services and seek to 
sustain or improve biodiversity. 

 
 
A2: Relevant European directives and conventions. These directives and conventions have now been made part of UK law as part of EU transition arrangements.  
 

Directives and 
Conventions 
 

Objectives of the Plan / Program Implications 

Bern Convention on 
Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural 
Habitats (1979) 

 

Convention aims to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats, especially those species and habitats whose conservation requires the co-
operation of several States, and to promote such co-operation. Particular emphasis is given to endangered and vulnerable species, including 
endangered and vulnerable migratory species.  
 

Plans should consider potential 
impacts upon species and habitats, 
incorporating the provisions of lower 
level national, regional and local 
guidance stemming from the 
convention as appropriate. 

EU Ambient Air Quality 
and Management 
Directive (2008/50/EC)  

 
EU Directive relating to 
arsenic, cadmium, 
mercury, nickel and 
polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons in ambient 
air (2004/107/EC) 
 
 
 

Includes the following elements: 

• The merging of most of existing legislation into a single directive (except for the Fourth Daughter Directive) with no change to existing air quality 
objectives. 

• New air quality objectives for PM2.5 (fine particles) including the limit value and exposure related objectives. 
• The possibility to discount natural sources of pollution when assessing compliance against limit values. 
• The possibility for time extensions of three years (PM10) or up to five years (NO2, benzene) for complying with limit values. 

 

Plans should ensure that they do not 
result in detrimental emissions of air 
pollutant concentrations. 

 
 
 
 

EU Biodiversity Strategy 
(2011) 

The strategy sets six key targets, with a key date of 2020:  
• Fully implement the Birds and Habitats Directives (in order to achieve a measurable improvement in the status of protected habitats and 

species);  
• Maintain and restore ecosystems and their services (wherever possible, notably through establishing green infrastructure);  
• Increase the contribution of agriculture and forestry to maintaining and enhancing biodiversity (including reference to the opportunity presented 

by the reform of CAP);  

Ensure Plans pay due consideration to 
the targets of the Strategy.  
 



Appendix B: Other relevant policies, plans and programmes 

 

3 
 

• Ensure the sustainable use of fisheries resources (through CFP reform, achieving Maximum Sustainable Yield by 2015 and Good Environmental 
Status under MSFD by 2020);  

• Combat invasive alien species (through control or eradication, and management to prevent introduction and establishment of new invasive 
species);  

• Help avert global biodiversity loss (through stepping up the EU’s contribution to concerted global action). 
 

EU Directive on 
Assessment & 
Management of 
Environmental Noise 
(2002/49/EC) 
 

Sets out a common approach to avoidance, prevention and reduction in the harmful effects of environmental noise, including noise mapping and 
common assessment methods. Provides basis for developing measures to reduce noise emitted by the major sources, in particular road and rail 
vehicles and infrastructure, aircraft, outdoor and industrial equipment and mobile machinery. 
 

Plans should have regard to the need 
to manage noise emissions. 

EU Directive on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (97/11/EEC) 

Sets out procedure for assessing whether significant environmental impacts will arise from proposals.  Ensure that any programmes, activities 
or developments promoted by Plans 
are subject to EIA to assess significant 
effects 

 

EU Directive on Integrated 
Pollution Prevention and 
Control (The IPPC 
Directive) (96/61/EC) 

This directive sets out a set of common rules on permitting for industrial installations. The IPPC Directive is about minimising pollution from various point 
sources throughout the EU. 

Ensure industrial sites adhere to 
regulatory requirements under the 
Directive and related legislation. 

EU Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural 
Habitats of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (92/43/EEC) 

Applies precautionary principle to protected areas. Requires a range of measures for the protection of species including surveillance and reporting on 
habitats and species. 

Transposed into UK law by 1994 
conservation (Natural Habitats) 
Regulations. Plans should have regard 
to these regulations (see below).  

 

EU Directive on the 
Conservation of Wild 
Birds (79/409/EEC) 

 

Commitment to the maintenance of the favourable conservation status of all wild bird species, the identification and classification of Special Protection 
Areas for rare or vulnerable species.  
  

Need to consider the potential impact 
of Plans upon wild birds, particularly 
where development may affect 
designated Special Protection Areas. 
 

EU Directive on Waste 
(2008/98/EC)  

 

Promotes the prevention or reduction of waste production and its harmfulness through clean technologies for the production and disposal of products & 
more sparing use of natural resources. Also seeks more widespread recycling and the use of waste as a source of energy. 
 

Plans should seek to contribute 
towards more sustainable waste 
practices, with an emphasis on reduce, 
re-use and recycle. 

EU Landfill Directive 
(99/31/EC) 

The Directive's overall aim is to prevent or reduce as far as possible negative effects on the environment, in particular the pollution of surface water, 
groundwater, soil and air, and on the global environment, including the greenhouse effect, as well as any risk to human health, from waste landfill. 
 

Prevent landfilling in the National Park 
sue to extreme sensitivity to pollutants 

EU Nitrates Directive 
(1991/676/EEC) 

 

Aims to protect fresh, coastal and marine waters against pollution caused by nitrates from diffuse sources. It requires member states to identify waters, 
either actually or potentially affected by nitrate pollution. 
 

Plans should have regard to their 
potential impacts upon levels of 
nitrates in groundwater, rivers and 
other inland water bodies. 

EU Sixth Environmental 
Action Plan 
(1600/2002/EC) 

Priority Areas and targets relating to: 
• Climate Change; 
• Nature and Biodiversity; 
• Environment and Health and Quality of Life; 
• Natural Resources and Waste. 

The objectives, priorities and actions of the Programme should contribute to sustainable development in the candidate countries. 
 

Plans should address each of the 
priority areas in pursuit of the overall 
goal of sustainable development 

EU Strategic 
Environmental 

Objective of providing for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the 
preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development. Requires preparation of an environmental report 
for any plan or programme likely to have significant environmental effects. 

Plans must be subjected to a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment to judge 
their likely significant impacts. This will 
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Assessment Directive 
(2001/42/EC) 
 

 ensure that sustainable development 
principles are fully incorporated in their 
development. 

European Climate Change 
Programmes I & II 

Mechanism for implementation of EU’s commitments under the Kyoto protocol (above). Targets reduction in greenhouse gas emissions to 8% below 
1990 levels by 2008-12. Second ECCP launched in 2005 with several working groups set up to consider future actions. 
 

Plans should seek to minimise 
contributions to greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with their 
provisions. 

European Convention on 
the Protection of 
Archaeological Heritage 
(Revised) (1999) 
 

Requires implementation of appropriate means of legal protection for archaeological heritage, including the maintenance of an inventory and the 
designation of protected monuments and areas. Also requires reconciliation of archaeological and planning interests, promotion of public awareness 
and information sharing.  
 

Plans should have regard to their 
potential impact upon sites of 
archaeological interest. 
 

European Directive 
Energy Performance of 
Buildings (2001/91/EC) 

Promotes the improvement of the energy performance of buildings within the community, taking into account outdoor climatic and local conditions, as 
well as indoor climate requirements and cost-effectiveness 

Ensure Plans promote energy 
efficiency in the built environment 
where viable and consistent with other 
constraints 

European Directive on 
Groundwater Protection 
(80/68/EEC) 

Directive seeks to prevent the discharge of toxic, persistent and bioaccumulable substances into groundwater. Prohibition of discharge of substances in 
List I (e.g. hydrocarbons and cyanide) and limitation of discharge of substances in List II (e.g. fluorides, certain metals). Discharges of such substances 
subject of prior authorisation & compliance monitoring. 

 

Plans must ensure that its provisions 
do not contravene the groundwater 
regulations by causing the discharge of 
the substances it sets out without prior 
approvals. 

European Landscape 
Convention (2007) 

Aims to promote European landscape protection, management and planning, and to organise European co-operation on landscape issues. Emphasises 
need to strike a balance between preserving the natural and cultural heritage of landscape, as well as using it as an economic resource, which therefore 
places landscape at the centre of sustainable development. 
 

a) To recognise landscapes in law as an essential component of people’s surroundings, an expression of the diversity of their shared cultural and 
natural heritage, and a foundation of their identity; 

b) To establish and implement landscape policies aimed at landscape protection, management and planning through the adoption of the specific 
measures; 

c) To establish procedures for the participation of the general public, local and regional authorities, and other parties with an interest in the 
definition and implementation of the landscape policies; 

d) To integrate landscape into its regional and town planning policies and in its cultural, environmental, agricultural, social and economic policies, 
as well as in any other policies with possible direct or indirect impact on landscape. 

Plans must carefully consider impact of 
activities upon wider landscape, 
particularly given the Park’s status as 
an area of national landscape 
importance. 

European Renewable 
Energies Directive April 
(2009) 

This Directive builds upon a previous directive which set targets for renewable energy production. The Directive requires each member state to increase 
its share of renewable energies to raise the overall share from 8.5% today to 20% by 2020. A 10% share of 'green fuels' in transport is also included 
within the overall EU target 

Ensure Plans are able to contribute to 
increases in renewable energy 
generation. 

European Spatial 
Development Perspective 
(97/150/EC) 

Based on the EU aim of achieving a balanced and sustainable development, in particular by strengthening economic and social cohesion. Key goals 
include: 

• Economic and social cohesion; 
• Conservation of natural resources and cultural heritage; 
• More balanced competitiveness of the European Union. 

 
To achieve more spatially balanced development, these goals must be pursued simultaneously in all regions of the EU and their interactions taken into 
account.  
 

Plans should promote cross-boundary 
social and economic cohesion, 
competitiveness and conservation. 

European Sustainable 
Development Strategy 
(ESDS) – European 
Commission (2006) 

Achieving sustainable development requires economic growth that supports social progress and respects the environment. The strategy argues that in 
the long term economic growth, social cohesion and environmental protection must go hand in hand. The main aims of the strategy are: 

• to limit climate change and increase the use of clean energy; 
• to address threats to public health; 
• to manage natural resources more responsibly; 
• to improve the transport system and land-use management. 

 

Plans should have regard to aims and 
address climate change, health, natural 
resource, transport and land use issues 
in the local context. 



Appendix B: Other relevant policies, plans and programmes 

 

5 
 

Pan-European Biological 
and Landscape Diversity 
Strategy 

The Strategy's vision for the future is to achieve conservation and sustainable use of biological and landscape diversity for the whole continent of 
Europe and all its regions within 20 years, and will seek to ensure that:  

• the threats to Europe's biological and landscape diversity are reduced substantially, or where possible removed;  
• the resilience of European biological and landscape diversity is increased;  
• the ecological coherence of Europe as a whole is strengthened;  
• public involvement and awareness concerning biological and landscape diversity issues is increased considerably.  

Plans should ensure that key principles 
of the strategy, including avoidance, 
careful decision making, precautionary 
principle and public participation, are 
observed where important ecosystems, 
landscapes and species are affected. 

 
 
 
 
A3: Relevant national legislation, regulations, frameworks and guidance 
 

Legislation, Regulations, 
Frameworks and 
Guidance  

Objectives of the Plan / Program Implications 

A Green Future: Our 25 
Year Plan to Improve 
the Environment, 
DEFRA (2018) 

The environment plan sets out the UK government’s goals for improving the environment within a generation and leaving it in a  better state than we 
found it. It details how we in government will work with communities and businesses to do this. 
The goals for each of the identified environmental benefits and pressures are identified below. 
Clean air 

• We will achieve clean air. 
Clean and plentiful water 

• We will achieve clean and plentiful water by improving at least three quarters of our waters to be close to their natural state as soon as is 
practicable. 

Thriving plants and wildlife 

• We will achieve a growing and resilient network of land, water and sea that is richer in plants and wildlife. 
Reducing the risks of harm from environmental hazards 

• We will reduce the risk of harm to people, the environment and the economy from natural hazards including flooding, drought and coastal erosion 
Using resources from nature more sustainably and efficiently 

• We will ensure that resources from nature, such as food, fish and timber, are used more sustainably and efficiently. 
Enhancing beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment 

• We will conserve and enhance the beauty of our natural environment, and make sure it can be enjoyed, used by and cared for by everyone. 
Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

• We will take all possible action to mitigate climate change, while adapting to reduce its impact. 
Minimising waste 

• We will minimise waste, reuse materials as much as we can and manage materials at the end of their life to minimise the impact on the 
environment. 

Managing exposure to chemicals 
• We will make sure that chemicals are safely used and managed, and that the levels of harmful chemicals entering the environment (including 

through agriculture) are significantly reduced. 
• We will enhance biosecurity to protect our wildlife and livestock, and boost the resilience of plants and trees. 

Ensure policies consider the 
emerging challenges and the key 
goals identified in the Government’s 
25 Year Environment Plan, including 
the need to improve air quality and 
tackle the climate emergency through 
sustainable development, applying 
the biodiversity net gain principle and 
the use of nature based solutions. 

Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas 
Act, HM Government 
(1979) 

Defines archaeological sites of national importance, such as ancient monuments and areas of archaeological importance, which are to be protected. 
 

Plans need to make provision to 
protect ancient monuments and 
archaeological sites. 

Biodiversity 2020: A 
Strategy for England’s 
Wildlife and Ecosystem 
Services, DEFRA (2011)   
 

A Vision for England 
By 2050 our land and seas will be rich in wildlife, our biodiversity will be valued, conserved, restored, 
managed sustainably and be more resilient and able to adapt to change, providing essential services and 
delivering benefits for everyone. 
 

Plans should proactively consider 
biodiversity value (including of 
aquatic environments) when 
assessing potential site allocations.  
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2020 Mission 
Our mission is to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks, with more and 
better places for nature for the benefit of wildlife and people. 

 

CAP Reform Agreement, 
HM Government (2003) 
 

Broke the link between subsidy and production, with resultant environmental benefits due to the removal of incentives to intensify production. Combined 
the multitude of subsidies into one single payment scheme, with opportunities for greater environmental improvement under higher level schemes. 

Plans should consider the 
implications of changes in agricultural 
subsidy regimes under Environmental 
Stewardship however a further round 
of CAP reform is currently in progress 
which will further affect land 
management practices. 
 

CAP Reform Agreement, 
HM Government (2014) 

Development of previous CAP reforms (e.g. 2003). Key changes include:  
• Basic Payment Scheme replaces Single Payment Scheme;  
• “Greening” Payments introduced, promoting crop diversification, permanent grasslands, and ecological focus areas;  
• Advances measures for Managing the Environment; 
• Promotes development opportunities for Rural Economies;  
• Encourages Catchment Sensitive Farming. 

 

Plans should utilise the opportunities 
for sustainable development made 
possible by changes to agricultural 
subsidy schemes. 

Climate Change Act, HM 
Government (2008) 

The Act sets up a framework for the UK to achieve its long-term goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and to ensure steps are taken towards 

adapting to the impact of climate change. It sets targets for UK greenhouse gas emission reductions of at least net zero by 2050 (this was 
originally 80% but was updated to 100% in June 2019) and CO2 emission reductions of at least 26% by 2015, against a 1990 baseline.  

Local Plans are legally required to 
contain policies which contribute to 
the mitigation of, and adaptation to, 
climate change, in line with the 
Climate Change Act. 

Conservation Principles, 
Policies and Guidance 
for the sustainable 
management of the 
historic environment, 
English Heritage (2008)   

 
 

Key principles 

 
Principle 1: The historic environment is a shared resource  
Principle 2: Everyone should be able to participate in sustaining the historic environment  
Principle 3: Understanding the significance of places is vital  
Principle 4: Significant places should be managed to sustain their values  
Principle 5: Decisions about change must be reasonable, transparent and consistent  
Principle 6: Documenting and learning from decisions is essential  

Plans should promote understanding 
of historic environment and its 
conservation in accordance with the 
values and significance of heritage 
assets. 

Countryside Act, HM 
Government (1981) (as 
amended) 

 

Implements the provisions of the Bern Convention and Wilds Bird Directive in the UK. Makes an offence of any act to kill, injure, take or possess any wild 
bird, their nest or eggs. Also provisions for SSSIs, NNRs, Limestone Pavement Orders, protection for certain areas of moor and heath from agricultural 
and forestry activities and measures for clarification of public rights of way. 
 

Plans need to consider their impact 
upon protected species and habitats 
under the Act. 

 

Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act, HM 
Government (2000) 

 

Provided for extended public access over large areas of open upland and common land, but with certain safeguards to prevent inappropriate use. 
Modified public Rights of Way laws, including introduction of restricted byways. Greater protection afforded to SSSIs and lists species and habitats that 
are important to biological diversity in England. 
 

Plans should consider their potential 
impacts upon open access land and 
rights of way, together with impacts 
upon SSSIs or the conservation of 
protected habitats and species. 

 

English National Parks 
and the Broads - UK 
Government Vision and 
Circular (March 2010) 
 

Key outcomes: 
• a renewed focus on achieving the Park Purposes; 
• leading the way in adapting to, and mitigating climate change; 
• a diverse and healthy natural environment, enhanced cultural heritage and inspiring lifelong behaviour change towards sustainable living and 

enjoyment of the countryside; 
• foster and maintain vibrant, healthy and productive living and working communities; 
• working in partnership to maximise the benefits delivered. 

 

Plans will need to promote renewed 
focus on National Park purposes and 
delivering sustainable development 
within them.  

Environment Act, HM 
Government (1995) 
 

Broad remit, establishing the Environment Agency as the single body responsible for a range of environmental protection measures. Also requires 
preparation of National Air Quality Strategy. 
 
Replaces National Park purposes established in 1949 with revised ones: 

Plans should always have regard to 
the two National Park purposes, 
giving primacy to the first purpose 
where conflict arises. 
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 Conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. 

 Promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the parks by the public. 
 
Also establishes duty of NPAs to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities in the pursuit of the above purposes. Also 
places a duty on other designated bodies to have regard to National Park purposes. Confers powers to National Park Authorities, including planning 
function and the requirement to prepare Management Plans. 
 

Environment Bill, HM 
Government (2020) 

The Environment Bill was introduced into parliament on 15 October 2019. It was re-introduced to parliament following a general election on 30 January 
2020. The Environment Bill 2020 sets out how the UK Government plans to protect and improve the natural environment in the UK including a 
requirement for development to achieve mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). The Bill requires at least a 10% improvement in biodiversity value, 
which includes the riparian habitat. This approach follows on from the Government’s aim in the 25 Year Environment Plan to “leave the environment in a 
better state than we found it”. 
 

Plans should have regard to the 
provisions of the emerging 
Environment Bill, particularly 
regarding the requirement for 
development to generate at least a 
10% improvement in biodiversity 
value.  

England Biodiversity 
Strategy – Towards 
Adaptation to Climate 
Change, DEFRA (2007)  

Sets out four key principles for adaptation to climate change, aimed at reducing vulnerability and managing for uncertainty:  
 
• Reduce direct impacts  
• Reduce indirect impacts  
• Increase resilience  
• Accommodate change  
 
Further to these, it sets out six measures for adaptation to measure practical application: 
  
• Direct management to reduce impacts of climate change  
• Promote dispersal of species  
• Increase available habitat  
• Promote conditions for ecosystem functioning  
• Optimise sectoral responses to climate change for biodiversity  
• Continue to reduce pressures not linked to climate change  
 
Finally, sets out three key underpinning requirements that will enable these measures to be developed and implemented:  
• Monitoring and surveillance  
• Development of the evidence base  
• Knowledge transfer and communication  
 

Plans must consider how its 
measures may assist as part of the 
wider strategy of adapting to the 
direct and indirect impacts of climate 
change, with particular reference to 
the effects on biodiversity. 

Experiencing 
Landscapes: Capturing 
the cultural services and 
experiential qualities of 
landscape, Natural 
England (2009)  
 

Objectives: 
 

• establish and refine evidence from national/regional public surveys and research through more focused work with the public in a selection of 
England’s National Character Areas; 

 
• make judgements about whether and how the findings correlate to particular landscape characteristics and relate to particular landscape features; 

 
• make recommendations on whether the outcomes could provide a sufficiently representative baseline that could be used either at national, 

regional or a National Character Area scale, and; 
 

• provide qualitative material that will aid in the updating of National Character Area descriptions and associated strategic objectives for the future. 
 

Plans should have regard to National 
Character Area Statements and 
ensure objectives are consistent with 
them, reinforcing special landscape 
character of the National Park. 

Flood and Water 
Management Act, HM 
Government (2010 ) 

The Flood and Water Management Act provides for better, more comprehensive management of flood risk for people, homes and businesses, helps 
safeguard community groups from unaffordable rises in surface water drainage charges, and protects water supplies to the consumer. It gives a new 
responsibility to the Environment Agency for developing a National Flood and Coastal Risk Management Strategy, and gives a new responsibility to local 
authorities, as Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFA’s), to co-ordinate flood risk management in their area. 
 

Plans should ensure that policies 
contribute to comprehensive flood 
risk management.  
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Groundwater 
Regulations (1998) 

Transposes European Groundwater Directive into EU law and sets out the detailed mechanisms for obtaining approval for the discharge of controlled 
substances. 

Plans must ensure that its provisions 
do not contravene the groundwater 
regulations by causing the discharge 
of the substances it sets out without 
prior approvals. 

Housing and Planning 
Act, HM Government 
(2016) 

Introduces measures to support the delivery of the Government’s commitments as published in the productivity plan ‘Fixing the  foundations: Creating a 
more prosperous nation’. It contains:  

• Statutory framework for the delivery of starter homes and self-build / custom build housing.  
• Flexible powers for Secretary of State to intervene in local planning. 
• Provision for local authorities to hold a register of various types of land (e.g. brownfield land register) and enable “permission in principle” for the 

development of land.  
• New dispute resolution procedures in relation to planning obligations.  
• Provisions for Secretary of State to grant development consents for housing linked to nationally significant infrastructure projects (NSIPs) 

 

Plans should facilitate the delivery of 
new housing to meet objectively 
assessed housing need.  

Housing White Paper: 
Fixing our broken 
housing market, DCLG 
(2017) 

Sets out ways to address the shortfall in affordable homes and boost housing supply. The White Paper focuses on the following: 
• Planning for the right homes in the right places – Higher densities in appropriate areas, protecting the Green Belt while making more 

land available for housing by maximising the contribution from brownfield and surplus public land, regenerating estates, releasing 
more small and medium-sized sites, allowing rural communities to grow and making it easier to build new settlements.  

• Building homes faster – Improved speed of planning cases, ensuring infrastructure is provided and supporting developers to build out 
more quickly.  

• Diversifying the Market – Backing small and medium-sized house builders, custom-build, institutional investors, new contractors, 
housing associations.  

• Helping people now – supporting home ownership and providing affordable housing for all types of people, including the most 
vulnerable. 

Plans should facilitate the delivery of 
new housing to meet objectively 
assessed housing need and the 
infrastructure needed to support that 
development.  

Industrial Strategy: 
building a Britain fit for 
the future, HM 
Government (2017) 
 

The strategy sets out how the UK Government is building a Britain fit for the future – how it will help businesses create better, higher-paying jobs with 
investment in the skills, industries and infrastructure of the future. 

The UK Government will boost productivity and earning power across the country by focusing on 5 foundations: 

 ideas 

 people 

 infrastructure 

 business environment 

 places 

 

Plans should allocate sufficient 
employment land and include policies 
which facilitate sustainable growth of 
the local economy. 

Localism Act, HM 
Government (2011) 

The main measures of the Localism Act are:  
• Freedoms and flexibilities for local government;  
• Reform to make the planning system more democratic and more effective;  
• Reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally. 

 

Plans should recognise and work in 
partnership with Neighbourhood 
Development Plans. 

Mainstreaming 
sustainable development 
- The Government’s 
vision and what this 
means in practice, 
DEFRA (2011) 

Builds on and refreshes the 2005 Sustainable Development Strategy (see above). Refreshed vision affirms coalition’s commitmen t to sustainable 
development (SD), making the necessary decisions now to realise the vision of stimulating economic growth and tackling the deficit, maximising 
wellbeing and protecting our environment, without negatively impacting on the ability of future generations to do the same. 
 

Plans need to be underpinned by 
principles of sustainable development 
and be tested by the SEA. 

Managing Water 
Abstraction,  
Environment Agency 
(2013 last updated 2021) 

The government, Environment Agency and water companies have written a number of plans and strategies. Together they make sure there is enough 
water for the future needs of both people and the environment. This document explains how they do this. 
Contents: 
1. 25 Year Environment Plan 

The Local Plan should have regard to 
all relevant plans and strategies 
developed by The government, 



Appendix B: Other relevant policies, plans and programmes 

 

9 
 

 2. River basin management plans 
3. Water abstraction plan 
4. Catchment abstraction management system (CAMS) 
5. National framework 
6. Environment Agency drought plans 
7. Water industry national environment programme 
8. Water company plans 
9. CAMS common end dates 
 

Environment Agency and water 
companies. 

National Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Strategy, 
Environment Agency 
(2020) 

The Strategy has three core ambitions concerning future risk and investment needs:  
 

1. Climate resilient places: working with partners to bolster resilience to flooding and coastal change across the nation, both now and in the face of 
climate change  

2. Today’s growth and infrastructure resilient in tomorrow’s climate: Making the right investment and planning decisions to secure sustainable 
growth and environmental improvements, as well as resilient infrastructure.  

3. A nation ready to respond and adapt to flooding and coastal change: Ensuring local people understand their risk to flooding and coastal change, 
and know their responsibilities and how to take action.  

 

Plans need to ensure that 
development and supporting 
infrastructure are designed to be 
flooding-resilient.    

National Infrastructure 
Strategy, HM Treasury 
(2020) 

This Strategy sets out how the government will address these issues and do things differently: how it will build back fairer, faster and greener. It 
describes how the government will:  
 

• Boost growth and productivity across the whole of the UK, levelling up and strengthening the Union: the government wants to level up 
communities and nations across the UK through investment in rural areas, towns and cities, from major national projects to local priorities;  

• Put the UK on the path to meeting its net zero emissions target by 2050: bold action is needed to transform the UK’s infrastructure to meet net 
zero and climate change commitments. The government will continue to decarbonise the UK’s power, heat and transport networks – which 
together account for over two-thirds of UK emissions - and take steps to adapt to the risks posed by climate change;  

• Support private investment: the UK has a proud record of attracting private investment into its infrastructure. But the government recognises 
investors have faced uncertainty in the past few years. This Strategy – and the Energy White Paper which will follow shortly – are aimed at 
providing investors with clarity over the government’s plans, so they can look to the UK with confidence and help deliver the upgrades and 
projects needed across the country; and  

• Accelerate and improve delivery: the government wants to transform the way infrastructure projects are delivered in the UK. This will be achieved 
through wide-ranging reforms from speeding up the planning system, to improving the way projects are chosen, procured and delivered, and 
greater use of cutting-edge construction technology.  

 
This approach is underpinned by high levels of government investment, with record levels of investment for the railways, strategic roads, broadband 
networks and flood defences. This Strategy also puts innovation and new technology at the heart of the government’s approach.  Every infrastructure 
sector could face transformative technological change over the next twenty years. From electric vehicles, to hydrogen heating systems, to 5G and its 
successors, new technologies have enormous potential to improve the environment and the daily lives of people across the UK. This Strategy will ensure 
the UK is at the forefront of this technological revolution.  
 
The whole of the UK will benefit from this Strategy. Where policy is reserved for the UK government, this Strategy includes measures which will benefit 
every nation, such as a radical improvement in mobile coverage in rural areas. Where policy sits with the devolved administrations, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland will receive commensurate funding through the Barnett formula. 
 

Plans should ensure that policies 
facilitate the introduction and 
maintenance of high quality 
infrastructure. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (NNPF), 
MHCLG (2019)  
 
 
 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. 
 

• The NPPF promotes healthy, inclusive and safe places which; promote social integration, are safe and accessible and enable and support 
healthy lifestyles.  

• The NPPF seeks to take account of and support the delivery of local strategies to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all sections of 
the community.  

• Plans should “contain policies to optimise the use of land in their area and meet as much of  the identified need for housing as possible”. To 
determine the minimum number of homes needed strategic policies should be informed by a local housing need assessment.  

Plans should seek to meet 
development needs wherever 
possible, while having regard to the 
high status of the National Park 
landscape. 
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• Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make an important contribution to the health and wellbeing of 
communities.  

• The NPPF states “good design is a key aspect of sustainable development” and requires development to add to the overall quality of the area 
over its lifetime. The importance of good architecture and appropriate landscaping to reinforce local distinctiveness, raise the standard more 
generally in the area and address the connections between people and places is emphasised.  

• The NPPF promotes the retention and enhancement of local services and community facilities in villages, such as local shops, meeting places, 
sports, cultural venues and places of worship.  

• Ensure that developments create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder, and fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life 
or community cohesion.  

• There is a need to take a “proactive, positive and collaborative approach” to bring forward development that will “widen choice in education”, 
including sufficient choice of school places.  

• Health and wellbeing should be considered in local plans. They should promote healthy lifestyles, social and cultural wellbeing and ensure access 
by all sections of the community is promoted. 

 
Paragraphs 170, 171,174 &175 of NPPF contain strengthened Biodiversity Net Gain policies for developing local planning policies and decision making. 
The paragraphs focus on enhancing the natural environment beyond simply protecting it. Paragraph 171 includes a requirement for Environmental Net 
Gain through enhancement of natural capital. 
 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), 
MHCLG (2019)  
 

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these should be applied  . It provides a 
framework within which locally-prepared plans for housing and other development can be produced. 

 

The NPPG must be taken into account 
in preparing the development plan, 
and is a material consideration in 
planning decisions. 

National Planning 
Practice Guidance 
(NPPG), MHCLG (revised 
2018) 
 

The National Planning Practice Guidance adds further context to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and it is intended that the two 
documents should be read together. 

The NPPG should be followed 
throughout the Local Plan process.  

Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities 
(NERC) Act, HM 
Government (2006) 

Designed to help achieve a rich and diverse natural environment and thriving rural communities by implementing the key aspects of the Government’s 
Rural Strategy published in July 2004. It addresses a wide range of issues relating broadly to the natural environment:  

• Section 40 requires all public bodies to have regard to biodiversity conservation when carrying out their functions.  
• Section 41 requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of habitats and species which are of principal importance for the conservation of 

biodiversity in England.  
 

Plans should safeguard and enhance 
biodiversity assets and should 
identify ways to integrate biodiversity 
when developing planning policies 
and strategies. 

Natural Environment 
White Paper, The Natural 
Choice, securing the 
value of nature, DEFRA 
(2011) 
 

This paper has a number of key themes, which include – 
• more accurately ‘valuing’ the natural environment and the ecosystems that service it; 
• taking conservation action on a much large ‘landscape’ scale; 
• encouraging more local action; 
• strengthening the connection between people and nature; 
• creating a ‘greener’ economy, including developing markets and schemes so that those who look after natural services can get payments from 

those who receive those services; 
• inclusion of Nature Improvement Areas in Local Plans; 
• a “Green Areas” designation that will enable local people to protect green spaces that have significant importance to their community; 

biodiversity offsetting which will mean that developers may have to provide habitat expansion or restoration to compensate for loss of habitat/biodiversity 
losses caused by their development. 
 

Proposals being implemented through 
NPPF and other measures – Plans 
need to respond to these measures, 
for example by pursuing policies that 
protect locally important green space. 

Neighbourhood Planning 
Act, HM Government 
(2017) 

Provisions to strengthen the role of neighbourhood planning and changes to the content of development plan documents. Local planning authorities must 
identify strategic priorities for the development and use of land within their area. Requirement for the secretary of state to issue guidance for local 
planning authorities on how their local development documents should address housing needs that result from old age or disability. 
 

Local authorities need to ensure that 
neighbourhood plans contribute to 
the overall sustainability of the 
National Park. 

Planning for the Future, 
MHCLG (2020) In the new system local areas will develop plans for land to be designated into three categories: 

The format of the Local Plan may 
change considerably due to changes 
introduced by the Planning White 
Paper.  
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 Growth areas will back development, with development approved at the same time plans are prepared, meaning new homes, schools, shops and 
business space can be built quickly and efficiently, as long as local design standards are met. 

 Renewal areas will be suitable for some development – where it is high-quality in a way which meets design and other prior approval requirements 
the process will be quicker. If not, development will need planning approval in the usual way. 

 Protected areas will be just that – development will be restricted to carry on protecting our treasured heritage like Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and National Parks. 

The reforms will mean: 

 Much-needed homes will be built quicker by ensuring local housing plans are developed and agreed in 30 months – down from the current 7 years it 
often takes. 

 Every area to have a local plan in place – currently only 50% of local areas has an up-to-date plan to build more homes. 

 The planning system will be made more accessible, by harnessing the latest technology through online maps and data. 

 Valued green spaces will be protected for future generations by allowing for more building on brownfield land and all new streets to be tree lined. 

 The planning process to be overhauled and replaced with a clearer, rules based system. Currently around a third of planning cases that go to appeal 
are overturned. 

 A new simpler national levy to replace the current system of developer contributions which often causes delay – this will provide more certainty about 
the number of affordable homes being built. 

 The creation of a fast-track system for beautiful buildings and establishing local design guidance for developers to build and preserve beautiful 
communities. 

 All new homes to be ‘zero carbon ready’, with no new homes delivered under the new system needed to be retrofitted as we achieve our commitment 
to net zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

 

Planning (Listed 
Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 
HM Government (1990) 

Provides the legislative framework to ensure the protection and conservation of listed buildings across the UK. It outlines the level of protection received 
by listed buildings, scheduled monuments and buildings within conservation areas. 
 

Plans should safeguard the character 
of historic assets. 

Planning policy for 
traveller sites, DCLG 
(2015) 

Sets out the Government’s planning policy for traveller sites, replacing the older version published in March 2012. The Government’s overarching aim is 
to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates the traditional and nomadic way of life of travellers while respecting the interests 
of the settled community. 

Plans should ensure that sufficient 
provision is made for traveller sites. 

Public Health England 
Strategy 2020-25  

Identifies Public Health England’s priorities upon which to focus over this five-year period to protect people and help people to live longer in good health. Plans should include policies which 
actively contribute to improving 
public health. 

Safeguarding our Soils – 
A Strategy for England, 
DEFRA (2009) 

Sets out how England’s soils will be managed sustainably. It highlights those areas which Defra will prioritise and focus attention in tackling degradation 
threats, including better protection for agricultural soils; protecting and enhancing stores of soil carbon; building the resilience of soils to a changing 
climate; preventing soil pollution; effective soil protection during construction and; dealing with contaminated land. 

Plans should consider soil status and 
protection as a critical factor in land 
allocations. 

Select Committee on 
Public Service and 
Demographic Change 
Ready for Ageing? (2013) 
 

Warns that society is underprepared for the ageing population. The report states “longer lives can be a great benefit, but there has been a collective 
failure to address the implications and without urgent action this great boon could turn into a series of miserable crises”. The report highlights the under 
provision of specialist housing for older people and the need to plan for the housing needs of the older population as well as younger people 

Plans should consider how 
community-focused policies should 
adapt to serve multigenerational 
needs.  

Securing the Future, 
Delivering UK 
Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2005) 
 

Guiding principles: 
• Living within environmental limits 
• Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society 
• Achieving a sustainable economy 
• Promote good governance 
• Using sound science responsibly 

 
Priority areas for UK action: 

• Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Follows on from provisions of 1999 
Better Quality of Life strategy. Plans 
should ensure they incorporate key 
components of sustainable 
development. The role of 
sustainability appraisal will be 
particularly valuable in ensuring this 
happens. 
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• Climate Change and Energy 
• Natural Resource Protection and Environmental Enhancement 
• Sustainable Communities  

 

The Air Quality Strategy 
for England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern 
Ireland Defra (2007) 
 

Sets out air quality objectives and policy options to further improve air quality in the UK from today into the long term, offering benefits to public health, 
quality of life and environmental protection. 
 
Provides set standards and objectives for management of pollutants including nitrous oxide, ozone, sulphur dioxide, carbon monoxide and lead. 
 

Plans should consider how they will 
impact upon air quality ensuring that 
detrimental emissions are prevented. 

The Clean Growth 
Strategy, HM 
Government (2017) 

Sets out the approach of the government to secure growth of the national income while cutting greenhouse gas emissions. The key policies 
and proposals of the Strategy sit below a number of overarching principles: acceleration of clean growth including through recommendations 
for private and public investment to meet carbon budgets; providing support to improve business and industry energy efficiency; improving 
energy efficiency in the housing stock including through low carbon heating; accelerating the shift to low carbon transport; delivering clean, 
smart, flexible power; enhancing the benefits and value of our natural resources; leading in the public sector to meet emissions targets; and 
ensure Government leadership to drive clean growth. 

Plans should include policies which 
facilitate clean growth.  

The Conservation 
(Natural Habitats) 
Regulations, HM 
Government (1994) 
 

Provide for designation of European sites transposed from the EC Habitats Directive, including Sites of Community Importance, Special Protection Areas 
and Special Areas of Conservation. Also protect certain species and allow reviews of planning permissions affecting protected sites. 
 

Plans must consider how they are 
likely to affect designated European 
sites and make provision for an 
appropriate assessment where these 
effects are deemed to be significant. 
 

The Energy Efficiency 
Strategy: The Energy 
Efficiency Opportunity in 
the UK, Department of 
Energy and Climate 
Change (2012) 

Aims to realise the wider energy efficiency potential that is available in the UK economy by maximising the potential of existing dwellings by 
implementing 21st century energy management initiatives on 19th century homes. 

Policies for new and retrofitted homes 
should consider energy efficiency 
potential.  

The Environment 
Agency’s approach to 
groundwater protection 
(2018) 

These position statements describe the Environment Agency’s approach to managing and protecting groundwater. They update Groundwater protection: 
principles and practice (GP3). 

This document helps anyone whose current or proposed activities have an impact on, or are affected by groundwater such as: 

 developers 

 planners 

 environmental permit applicants and holders 

 water abstractors 

Many of the approaches set out in the position statements are not statutory but may be included in, or referenced by, statutory guidance and legislation. 

Environment Agency staff use these position statements as a framework to make decisions on activities that could impact on groundwater. This clear 
approach aims to remove uncertainty and potentially inconsistent decision-making. 

This should be a consideration in 
terms of assessing the local plan and 
potential site allocations in terms of 
groundwater. Any policy should not 
pose an unacceptable risk of pollution  
to controlled waters by mobilising 
potential contaminants in the ground. 
For example, policies involving SuDS. 

The Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 
(2004) 

Provides statutory guidance on the process of environmental assessment of plans, policies and programmes. The Plan review process must follow 
these regulations. 

The National Adaptation 
Programme: Making the 
country resilient to a 

Sets out visions for the following sectors: 
 

Plans should ensure that an 
appropriate response to the climate 
crisis is embedded throughout all 
policies.  
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changing climate, HM 
Government (2013) 

• Built Environment – “buildings and places and the people who live and work in them are resilient to a changing climate and extreme 
weather and organisations in the built environment sector have an increased capacity to address the risks and take the opportunities 
from climate change”.  

• Infrastructure – “an infrastructure network that is resilient to today’s natural hazards and prepared for the future changing climate”.  
• Healthy and resilient communities – “a health service, a public health and social care system which are resilient and adapted to a 

changing climate. Communities and individuals, including the most vulnerable, are better prepared to cope with severe weather 
events and other impacts of climate change. Emergency services and local resilience capability take account of and are resilient to, a 
changing climate”.  

• Agriculture and Forestry – “profitable and productive agriculture and forestry sectors that take the opportunities from climate change, 
are resilient to its threats and contribute to the resilience of the natural environment by helping maintain ecosystem services and 
protect and enhance biodiversity”.  

• Natural Environment – “the natural environment, with diverse and healthy ecosystems, is resilient to climate change, able to 
accommodate change and valued for the adaptation services it provides”.  

• Business – “UK businesses are resilient to extreme weather and prepared for future risks and opportunities from climate change”.  
• Local Government – “Local government plays a central in leading and supporting local places to become more resilient to a range of 

future risk and to be prepared for the opportunities from a changing climate”. 
 

The National Heritage 
Protection Plan, English 
Heritage (2011)  
 

Action Plan has 8 key measures: 
 
Measure 1. Foresight  
Measure 2. Threat: Assessment and Response  
Measure 3. Understanding: Recognition and Identification  
of the Resources  
Measure 4. Understanding: Assessment of Character and  
Significance  
Measure 5. Responses: Protection of Significance  
Measure 6. Responses: Managing Change  
Measure 7. Responses: Protecting and Managing Major Historic Estates  
Measure 8. Responses: Grant Aid for Protection 
 

Plans should promote and support the 
key strands of the Plan, particularly 
the key tenet of understanding and 
responding to the significance of 
heritage assets.  

The Road to Zero, 
Department for 
Transport (2018) 

Sets out new measures towards cleaner road transport, aiming to put the UK at the forefront of the design and manufacturing of zero 
emission vehicles. It explains how cleaner air, a better environment, zero emission vehicles and a strong, clean economy will  be achieved. 
One of the main aims of the document is for all new cars and vans to be effectively zero emission by 2040. 
 

The Local Plan should consider how 
infrastructure will have to adapt to 
serve zero emission vehicles. 

The UK Renewable 
Energy Strategy, MH 
Government (2009) 

Sets out the ways in which we will tackle climate change by reducing its CO2 emissions through the generation of a renewable electricity, 
heat and transport technologies. 

Local Plan policies should respond to 
new renewable electricity, heat and 
transport technologies. 

The Waste (England and 
Wales) Regulations 
(2011) 
 
Waste Management Plan 
for England, DEFRA 
(2021) 
 
National Planning Policy 
for Waste, DEFRA (2014) 
 
National Planning Policy 
for Waste Water, DEFRA 
(2012) 

The Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011 implement the revised European Union Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC). The Waste 
Management Plan for England sets out the Governments ambition for moving to a more sustainable and efficient approach to resource use and 
management. National Planning Policy for waste (NPPW) sets out detailed waste planning policies. It should be read in conjunction with the NPPF and 
the National Policy Statements for Waste Water and Hazardous Waste. 
  
Waste planning has a role to play in delivering objectives, including: reducing greenhouse gas emissions; better management of resources and 
protecting the environment; promoting treatment of waste further up the waste hierarchy; waste planning can also contribute to the development of the 
circular economy and associated sustainable growth. 
 

“Non-waste” local planning 
authorities are expected to play a role 
in meeting the Directive requirements 
since they also influence how waste 
management is provided for in their 
areas. 
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National Planning Policy 
for Hazardous Waste, 
DEFRA (2014) 
 

The Water Environment 
(Water Framework 
Directive) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 
(2017) 

The Water Environment (WFD) establishes a legislative framework for the protection of surface waters (including rivers, lakes and coastal waters) and 
ground waters. The overall aims and objectives of the WFD are to:  
 

 enhance the status and prevent further deterioration of surface water bodies, ground water bodies and their ecosystems;  

 ensure progressive reduction of groundwater pollution;  

 reduce pollution of water, especially by priority substances and certain other pollutants, as set out in the list of chemicals for Water Framework 
Directive assessments;  

 contribute to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts;  

 achieve at least good surface water status for all surface water bodies and good chemical status in ground water bodies or good ecological 
potential in the case of artificial or heavily modified water bodies; and  

 promote sustainable water use.  
 

Plans should have regard to the need 
to maintain and where appropriate 
improve water quality. Localised 
objectives will be set through 
Environment Agency’s individual 
River Basin Management Plans. 

 

UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan (1994)  
 
Conserving Biodiversity 
– The UK Approach 
(2007) 

 
 

UK government’s response to the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity. Describes the UK’s biological resources and  sets out species, habitats and 
local biodiversity action plans with targeted actions. Constantly being updated and priority habitats and species have recently been revised. 
 
2007 report builds on the UKBAP with the following key principles: 
 

• protecting the best sites for wildlife; 
• targeting action on priority species and habitats; 
• embedding proper consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem services in all relevant sectors of policy and decision-making; 
• engaging people, and encouraging behaviour change; 
• developing and interpreting the evidence base; 
• ensuring that the UK plays a proactive role in influencing the development of Multilateral Environmental Agreements, and contributes fully to their 

domestic delivery. 

Plans need to consider their potential 
impacts upon protected species and 
habitats, with particular regard to 
Yorkshire Dales Biodiversity Action 
Plan.  

UK Climate Change 
Programme, DEFRA 
(2006) 

 
UK Climate Change Risk 
Assessment (2012) 
 

Aims to deliver the UK’s Kyoto Protocol target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 12.5 per cent below base year levels over the period 2008-2012 
Also reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 20 per cent below 1990 levels by 2010 and cut carbon dioxide emissions by 60 per cent by about 2050, with 
real progress by 2020. 
 
2012 CCRA sets out five key steps for dealing with climate change: 

1. Minimise the risk of significant climate change.  
2. Accept that despite efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, current and historic emissions mean that a certain amount of warming is 

inevitable.  
3. Better understand vulnerability to our current climate.  
4. Use the best science and evidence to understand the range of climate changes we might face, and what effect they might have on our economy, 

environment and society. 
5. Assess – using a risk-based approach – what we can put in place now, and plan for in the future, to increase the resilience of our economy, 

environment and society. 
 

Plans should seek to contribute 
towards overall reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions through measures 
for low carbon generation, energy 
efficiency, and renewable energy 
initiatives. 

 

UK Post-2010 
Biodiversity Framework 

The UK response to the 2010 Aichi Agreement. The purpose of this UK Biodiversity Framework is to set a broad enabling structure for action across the 
UK between now and 2020:  

• To set out a shared vision and priorities for UK-scale activities, in a framework jointly owned by the four countries, and to which their own 
strategies will contribute;  

• To identify priority work at a UK level which will be needed to help deliver the Aichi targets and the EU Biodiversity Strategy;  
• To facilitate the aggregation and collation of information on activity and outcomes across all countries of the UK, where the four countries agree 

this will bring benefits compared to individual country work;  
• To streamline governance arrangements for UK-scale activity. 

Plans need to be considered as part of 
wider Biodiversity Plans and 
Strategies. Plans need to consider 
their potential impacts upon protected 
species and habitats, with particular 
regard to Lake District National Park 
Biodiversity Action Plan. Plans should 
look at the possible ways in which 
they will affect biodiversity, having 
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regard to relevant designated species 
and habitats. 

Uplands Policy Review, 
Defra (2011) 

 
NB: CAP Reform 
superseded by CAP 
Reform Agreement (2014) 

Three main pillars with sub-areas: 
 
Supporting England’s Hill Farmers  

• Government action to improve competitiveness and rural economic opportunity 
• Reducing the burden of regulation  
• Ensuring Agri-environment schemes are accessible to all hill farmers 

 
CAP Reform 

• Delivering Public Goods From The Uplands Environment  
• Payment for ecosystem services 
• Forestry and Woodland  
• Managing uplands for biodiversity and recreation  
• National Parks  
• Tourism 

 
Supporting Sustainable Upland Communities 

• Broadband and Communications  
• Housing and Planning  
• Business and Enterprise  
• Access to Services  
• Fuel and Energy 

 

Plans should seek to incorporate 
Review’s priorities within its policies 
and objectives, helping support 
community sustainability, viable 
farming and subsidy support. 

Working with the grain of 
nature: A Biodiversity 
Strategy for England, 
DEFRA (2002) 

 

Aims: 
 
A halting, and if possible a reversal, of declines in priority habitats and species, with wild species and habitats as part of healthy, functioning ecosystems; 
 
The general acceptance of biodiversity’s essential role in enhancing the quality of life, with its conservation becoming a natural consideration in all 
relevant public, private and non-governmental decisions and policies 
 
Sets out objectives and performance indicators to measure progress. 
 

Plans should look at the possible 
ways in which they will affect 
biodiversity, having regard to relevant 
designated species and habitats. 

 
A4: Partner sustainability strategies, plans and other relevant documents 
 

Partner Strategies, Plans 
and Documents 

Objectives of the Plan / Program Implications 

Catchment Flood Risk 
Management Plans – 
Rivers Ouse (Uplands- 
2009), Aire (Headwaters-
2009)), Ribble (Upper 
Ribble- 2014), Lune 
(Rural Lune- 2009), 
Environment Agency.  

Key issues (combined): 
 
• Flows generated in this sub-area were significant in contributing to the autumn 2000 floods that affected York severely. 
• Dispersed flood risk to property means that it is not feasible to defend all local properties 
• Fast flowing flood waters result in high hazard to communities affected by flooding. 
• Short lead times mean that raising flood awareness is important to manage risk to people and property. 
• Some communities are susceptible to rapid flooding from thunderstorms. Emergency response and flood awareness are particularly 

important. 
• The constrained channel and environmental concerns mean that further flood defences will be difficult, expensive and unsustainable. We 

need to 
• reduce surface water runoff and reduce the risk of flooding locally • Although this area is rural with relatively low flood r isk, there is high risk in 

Ingleton that needs further investigation, especially with regard to future flood risk. 
• Promote the natural functioning of the rivers and protect the floodplain from inappropriate development.  
• Consider a range of flood risk management measures to improve or sustain the level of risk into the future, particularly in providing advice to 

those at risk on flood resistance/resilience, emergency planning and flood warning.. 

Plans need to consider how policies 
and objectives can help 
reduce/mitigate against flood risk 
issues, for example by aiding 
upstream flood water retention and 
preventing development in vulnerable 
areas. 
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• Flood risk is low and the sub-area is sparsely populated. There are some flood risk problems in isolated villages. 
• Flood defence engineering works in this area are very unlikely to be justifiable due to the isolated nature of the properties at risk of flooding. 
• Opportunities exist to provide flood storage and create habitat, which could also reduce downstream flood risk. 

•  

City of York & North 
Yorkshire Municipal 
Waste Strategy 2006-2016 
 

 

• Reduce waste by implementing campaigns and developing practical initiatives, as set out in the waste minimisation Strategy and associated 
action plan (supplementary report 1) so that we can: 

o Contain average household waste arising so that residents of the Partnership area generate less per head than the average for Shire 
counties by 2008, and 

o Be amongst the lowest 25% of these by 2013; and 
o Specifically reduce annual average growth of household waste per head to zero % by 2008 

• Continue to involve community and other groups in maximising opportunities for re-use. 
• Continue to improve the recycling and composting services offered across the Partnership area, so that as a minimum, we 

o Recycle or compost 40% of household waste by 2010 
o Recycle or compost 45% of household waste by 2013 
o Recycle or compost 50% of household waste by 2020 

• Carry out further work with key stakeholders and industry to determine the optimum number of waste treatment facilities that are required across 
the Partnership area to deliver the targets within this Strategy. 

• Continue to work with key stakeholders and industry as part of the procurement process for new services to determine the preferred technology 
for residual waste treatment, although the Partnership expects that in accordance with the BPEO, residual waste treatment in York and North 
Yorkshire will be by biological and/or thermal processes. Whichever technology becomes the preferred option, we will as a minimum, divert 75% 
of municipal waste away from landfill by 2013. 

• Review the complete Strategy (or specific sections of it) according to the timetable set out within this document and produce an addendum or 
make a minor revision to either the Headline Strategy or the Action Plan if necessary at that time. 

 

Plans need to have regard to the ways 
in which they may influence overall 
production of waste, as well as 
methods for disposal including 
recycling initiatives. Much of the 
responsibility for these matters lies 
with District and County Councils as 
waste authorities, however, the 
National Park may have a key part to 
play, for example in terms of working 
to ensure appropriate infrastructure 
requirements are met. 

Craven Sustainable 
Community Strategy 
2007—2013 
 

 

Strategic Priorities: 
 

• Building a Prosperous District 
• Improving Transport 
• Addressing Housing Need 
• Creating a Sustainable Future – One Planet Living 
• Strengthening Communities & Providing Accessible Services 

 

Plans should promote the community 
strategy’s priorities and foster 
effective partnerships to deliver 
progress against them. 

 
 

Historic Environment 
Strategy for Yorkshire 
and the Humber, 
Yorkshire and the 
Humber Historic 
Environment Forum 
(2009) 
 

Four themes underpinned by actions: 
 

• Making the Case for the Region’s Historic Environment - looking at how we collect and record information about the historic environment and how 
we use this to convince others of its importance; 

 
• Understanding and Enjoying the Historic Environment – covering the local historic environment of our everyday lives, the use of the historic 

environment as a learning resource, and places to visit and enjoy; 
 

• Utilising the Historic Environment – looking at how the historic environment can be used to contribute to the Region’s economy through tourism, 
regeneration and development in towns, cities, rural areas and offshore; 

 
• Caring for Our Historic Environment - considering the ongoing care and maintenance of the historic resource and the skills required to undertake 

this work. 
 

Need to ensure that the Plans 
consider their impacts upon the 
historic environment for its own 
intrinsic value and the wider benefits 
it can offer to society 

Local Development 
Framework Core 
Strategies:  
 
Eden District Council 
South 
Craven District Council 

Each of these five local authorities, which intersect with the Yorkshire Dales National Park, has developed their own core sustainability strategies. Plans should consider the 
development plans of neighbouring 
authorities, the impact of those plans 
upon neighbours, and at the same 
time the impact of neighbouring 
development plans upon Yorkshire 
Dales National Park plans. 
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Lancaster City Council 
Richmondshire District 
Council 
South Lakeland District 
Council.  

North Yorkshire 
Community Plan 2011-
2014 
 
 

Priorities: 
  
• Protecting and supporting vulnerable people  
• Safeguarding and protecting people of all ages at risk of significant harm 
• Providing older and vulnerable people with a range of choice for their accommodation, care and support needs 
• Working jointly to reduce health inequalities  
• Identifying communities where multiple deprivation exists and which issues partners need to work on in these areas to tackle this 
• Supporting economic growth and employment 
• Agriculture and food 
• Visitor economy 
• Rural broadband  
• Support for growth of small businesses 
• Improved networks 
• Skills  
• Enabling stronger local communities  
• Delivering a high-quality broadband service  
• Building capacity within communities  

 

 
Plans should seek to promote priority 
programmes through locally targeted 
interventions 

North Yorkshire Local 
Transport Plan 2016-2045 
North Yorkshire County 
Council 
 
Moving Cumbria Forward 
– Cumbria Transport Plan 
Strategy 2011-2026, 
Cumbria County Council 
 
 

NYC 
 

• Economic Growth - Contributing to economic growth by delivering reliable and efficient transport networks and services  
• Road Safety - Improving road and transport safety  
• Access to Services - Improving equality of opportunity by facilitating access to services  
• Environment and Climate Change - Managing the adverse impact of transport on the environment  
• Healthier Travel - Promoting healthier travel opportunities  

 
CCC 
 
A safe and reliable transport system and highway network in Cumbria, which support the 
following local priorities: 

• safe, strong and inclusive communities 
• health and well-being throughout life 
• a sustainable and prosperous economy 
• effective connections between people and places 
• world class environmental quality 

and in doing so minimises carbon emissions. 

Traffic growth and distribution may to 
be impacted by Plans. Need to have 
regard to accessibility, particularly 
public transport, walking and cycling, 
when planning spatial distribution of 
development, with emphasis on 
reducing the need for travel and 
dependency on private car. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People, Paths & Places - 
The Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan for 
North Yorkshire 2007 – 
2011 

REVIEWED 2012 

 

Nine key objectives: 
 
1. To improve the accessibility of goods, services and recreational opportunities. 
2. To improve and promote the use of the network for people with a range of expectations, interests and levels of ability. 
3. To maintain rights of way in a manner that reflects current and future demand. 
4. To maintain and maximise the significant benefit the rights of way network provides to the local and regional economy. 
5. To develop rights of way to meet current and future demand. 
6. To sustainably manage and promote the rights of way network and maximise its contribution to a more sustainable environment. 
7. To encourage the use of rights of way to promote health and well-being as part of an active lifestyle. 
8. To improve the safety of non-motorised users both on highways shared with motor vehicles and on the rights of way network. 

Plans should promote activities and 
policies that protect and improve 
public accessibility for all types of 
users. 
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Cumbria Countryside 
Access Strategy 2014 to 
2019 

 

INCORPORATING 
Cumbria Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan, 
Cumbria County Council 
et al (2007)  

 
 

9. To promote partnership at all levels in delivering this plan. 
 
Four strategic aims: 

a) Provide high quality, well maintained access to the countryside including the public rights of way network, open access land, access to water and 
other means which meets the needs of its users. 

b) Develop an integrated network of access, recreation and transport facilities on both land and water that will contribute to improved quality of life 
and health and carbon emission reduction, by encouraging people to walk, cycle and take public transport.  

c) Ensure access and recreation contributes to a thriving economy whilst protecting and, where possible enhancing, the sustainability of the 
County’s natural and cultural resources.  

d) Work with partners, visitors, businesses, residents and farmers and landowners to encourage responsible use of the countryside and to minimise 
conflict through appropriate management and guidance. 

 

Regional Biodiversity 
Strategy (2009) 

Aims: 
 

• Establish biodiversity targets for priority habitats and species in the Yorkshire and Humber region; 
 

• Provide a strategic framework for the work undertaken by regional and local biodiversity partnerships; 
 

• Promote biodiversity as a key regional issue, thereby ensuring it is considered and incorporated into other regional strategic and implementation 
plans; 

 
• Develop wider understanding of, and support for biodiversity, including the key role it has in improving the region’s quality of life, health and  

economic development; 
 

• Identify and communicate the actions required to maintain and enhance the region’s biodiversity and highlight the  responsibility of key regional 
partners and regional sectors in achieving these objectives. 

 

Plans should contribute to 
achievement of regional objectives 
and recognise the strategic 
importance of the National Park’s 
species and habitats and the role they 
can play in improving biodiversity for 
its own sake and the services it offers 
to society. 

Richmondshire 
Sustainable Community 
Strategy 2010-15 

 
 

‘Richmondshire will be a place where people want to live, work and visit; where people enjoy a high quality of life and environment, feel safe, healthy and 
prosperous and have the opportunity to reach their full potential’ 

 
Priorities 
 
Making Richmondshire a Healthy and Safe Place 
• Reducing the impact that alcohol has on our communities 
• Promoting a healthier work force 
• Tackling obesity in our communities 
 
Developing Richmondshire as an e-District 
• Supporting broadband, digital and mobile access 
 
Highlighting Richmondshire as a Place to do Business 
• Promoting the district to attract more businesses 
 
Enhancing Richmondshire through accessible and sustainable communities 
• Engaging with community transport providers to enhance accessibility 
• Encouraging sustainable and vibrant communities across the district 
• Ensuring a coordinated partnership approach to developing Richmondshire 
 

Plans should seek to support SCS 
objectives and priorities. 

 

River Basin Management 
Plans – Humber, North 
West and Northumbria, 

Sets out numerous actions, both those that cover all sectors, and those that are sector-specific. Those applying to all sectors are: 
 

• All sectors must comply with the range of existing regulations, codes of practice and controls on the use of certain substances. 

Plans should align with River Basin 
Management Plan objectives, 
considering how each sector might 
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Environment Agency 
(2015) 
 
 

• Investigations will be carried out by the Environment Agency and partner organisations where appropriate, to establish the extent and source of 
pressures and to identify any further actions that are technically feasible and not disproportionately costly. These actions will be carried out during 
this or future management cycles. 

• Investigations and actions will also be carried out in drinking water protected areas (where necessary focused in safeguard zones) to reduce the 
risk of deterioration in raw water quality and therefore reduce the need for additional treatment to meet drinking water standards. 
 

A small number of candidate Water Protection Zones (WPZ) will be promoted nationally early in the first plan cycle of the practices causing problems 
and the techniques to avoid them. 

 

contribute to overall wellbeing of the 
water environment. 

South Lakeland 
Community Strategy 
2008-28 

1. Accessing Services 
o Improving the opportunities for accessing services including alternatives to traveling by car, to benefit the environment and to contribute to 

improving people’s health 
2. Children and Young People 

o Addressing the needs of young people and to create better opportunities for them 
3. Safe Communities 

o Keeping crime low and providing reassurance to our communities 
4. Health and Well-being 

o Continuing to improve the health and well-being of local people  
o Ensuring that there is an adequate workforce for the health and social care sector and other services to support the needs of increasing 

number of older people 
5. Housing to Meet Local Need 

o Securing access to decent affordable homes for all in need in a sustainable way 
6. Involving Communities 

o Working more closely with our communities and groups  
7. Job Skills and Regeneration 

o Making South Lakeland a successful, attractive and competitive place to live work and invest in by growing a sustainable economy and 
creating prosperity for everyone in South Lakeland 

8. Quality Environment 
o Managing our natural resources prudently, to improve waste management, reduce pollution, protect and nurture plant and animal life and 

to protect and improve the man-made environment 
 

Plans should promote the community 
strategy’s priorities and foster 
effective partnerships to deliver 
progress against them. 
 
 

Water Resource 
Management Plan, 
Yorkshire Water (2019) 

The Water Resources Management Plan ensures that Yorkshire Water can continue to meet customer demand in the future. It aims to do this with 

minimum impact on the environment. 

The plan incorporates future pressures on water supply and demand due to predicted changes to the climate. It also looks at future changes in 

population, housing, water use and metering trends in Yorkshire. 

The plan is built up of a number of elements to allow us to plan for the future: 

 A forecast of future customer water demand; 
 A forecast of our available water supply; 
 Identification of any gap between forecast available supply and customer demand; and 
 Selection of investment schemes to meet any forecast gap 
 

Plans should have regard to the 
Management Plan as an essential 
evidence source for ascertaining 
water availability within the YDNP 
area.  

York, North Yorkshire & 
East Riding Housing 
Strategy 2015-21 
 

The vision for this strategy is: ‘To enable more new homes and for all 
housing to be of a quality, type and size which meets the needs of our urban, rural and costal communities and supports economic growth.’ 
 
 
 The vision will be achieved by delivering Nine Housing Priorities and supporting actions over the next five years. 

1. Work with partners to increase the supply of good quality new housing across all tenures and locations (in line with Local Plans/site allocations). 
2. Ensure that our housing stock reflects the needs of urban, rural and coastal communities. 
3. Ensure that our housing stock meets the diverse needs of our population at all stages of their lives. 
4. Via policy guidance and negotiation, ensure new homes are of good design and environmental quality regardless of tenure. 

Sets out sub-regional plan dealing 
with North Yorkshire, identifying 
housing market dynamics and main 
issues of:  

 
• Shortage of affordable 

housing; 
• Displacement & break-up of 

communities; 
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5. Continue to make best use of our existing stock and ensure that it is of a decent quality to meet the needs of our communities. 
6. Ensure all homes have a positive impact on health and well being and are affordable to run. 
7. Continue to reduce homelessness. 
8. Ensure housing is allocated fairly and on the basis of need. 
9. Provide appropriate housing and support for those with specific housing needs. 

 

• Increased homelessness; 
• Out migration of young people; 
• In migration of older people 

retiring; 
• Reduced turnover in social 

rented stock; 
• Increased provision of flats. 

 
Plans should respond to each of these 
themes as appropriate and in 
conjunction with district housing 
authorities. 

 
A5: Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (and other) relevant documents 
 

National Park Documents 
 

Objectives of the Plan / Program Implications 

A Cultural Heritage 
Strategy for the 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority 2019-
2024, Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority 
(2020) 
 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Management Plan 2019-24, was published following wide consultation in January 2019. The Management Plan sets 
out a shared vision for the future of the National Park. The Government expects stakeholders, including public agencies and authorities to collaborate 
both in the development and review of the Management Plan, and in the delivery of its objectives.  
 
Elements of the management plan that directly and indirectly concern cultural heritage were initially developed in consultation with the Yorkshire Dales 
Historic Environment Group during 2018, and were then subject to wider consultation through the Management Plan development process. The Plan 
outlines the special qualities of the National Park, identifies critical issues facing the National Park and identifies 49 specific objectives that the Authority 
and partners intend to achieve by 2024.  
 
Ten of the Management Plan objectives relate directly to the conservation of cultural heritage. In addition, there are a number of objectives elsewhere in 
the plan that contain strong links to cultural heritage.  
 
This strategy, therefore, sets out more specifically what the National Park Authority intends to do over the next 5 years to:  
 

• help to achieve the objectives for cultural heritage that are set out in the National Park Management Plan 2019-24; and,  
• deliver an efficient and effective cultural heritage service, including meeting the commitments set out in other relevant strategy documents, 

notably, the Joint Statement on the Historic Environment in the National Parks of England, Scotland and Wales. 
 

Ensure Plans make provision for the 
preservation and, where possible, the 
enhancement of the historic 
environment, including all aspects of 
historic landscapes and ancient 
monuments. 

A cultural heritage 
strategy for the 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority  
2019-2024, Yorkshire 
Dales National Park 
(2020) 

Historical Landscapes 
This strategy is concerned with the ‘cultural heritage’ of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. The conservation and enhancement of the “natural beauty, 
wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Parks” is one of the two purposes of National Parks, as set out in section 61 of the Environment Act 1995.  
 
Ten of the Management Plan objectives relate directly to the conservation of cultural heritage. In addition, there are a number of objectives elsewhere in 
the plan that contain strong links to cultural heritage.  
 
This strategy, therefore, sets out more specifically what the National Park Authority intends to do over the next 5 years to:  

 help to achieve the objectives for cultural heritage that are set out in the National Park Management Plan 2019-24; and,  

 deliver an efficient and effective cultural heritage service, including meeting the commitments set out in other relevant strategy documents, 
notably, the Joint Statement on the Historic Environment in the National Parks of England, Scotland and Wales.  

 
 

Plans should consider how their 
objectives and policies could help 
foster an improved appreciation of the 
historic environment. 

Adapting to Climate 
Change in the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park, 
National Park 

Assesses impacts, opportunities and actions arising from the climate change challenge under the following themes: 
 

• access, recreation and tourism; 
• biodiversity; 
• community, culture and economy; 

Plans need to contribute to 
appropriate mitigation and adaptation 
strategies tailored to the particular 
challenges and opportunities of the 
Yorkshire Dales context. 
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Management Plan 
Steering Group (2011)  
 

• historic environment; 
• farming and land management; and 
• landscape. 

 

Replaced by Dales 
Woodland Strategy 2020-
2030, Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority 

Our vision for 2040 is that: 
 
Trees and woodlands in the Yorkshire Dales will: contribute significantly to a carbon net zero National Park, enable habitat connectivity, improve water 
quality and reduce flooding, in a way that enhances the landscape and special qualities of the area, provide health and amenity benefits to people, and 
be economic for landowners. 
 
In order to fulfil this vision, woodlands will need to expand in size and number and become increasingly connected as well as being resilient and 
sustainably managed. Current estimates indicate that, along with other initiatives, around 600ha of woodland might need to be created each year for 
woodland cover to deliver a net zero national park by 2040. Our ambition for the 10 year life of this strategy is to create 6,000ha of additional woodland 
 
An opportunity mapping exercise is currently underway and is scheduled to be completed in February 2021. This will contribute towards establishing 
realistic targets over the next 10 years. An action plan will then be developed, with the Dales Woodland Forum, to work with landowners and funders in 
order to deliver these targets. 
 
Our ambitions for 2020-2030 
 
1. Create 6,000 ha woodland habitat that enhances the National Park’s landscape, with priority given to projects that strengthen habitat networks, 
increase carbon storage and help to reduce flooding. 
 
2. Ensure that 75% of all woodland including ancient semi natural woodland, plantation ancient woodland and scrub is brought into positive 
management. 
 

4. Plant 6,000 individual or small groups of field trees. 
5.  

Important that Plans consider 
importance of conserving existing 
trees and woodlands, including those 
benefiting from statutory protection. 
Should also take account of 
opportunities to incorporate trees and 
woodlands into land management and 
development proposals, for example 
through the use of sustainable timber 
resources and well-considered 
landscaping schemes. 

 

Landscape Character 
Assessment 2020, 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority 

By classifying, analysing and describing the distinctive characteristics of the different landscapes found in the national park, the landscape character 
assessment (LCA) can be used to inform decisions about landscape planning and management which guide positive landscape change. The LCA takes 
account of the key drivers for change in the Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP) and also provides guidance for built development, land management 
and recreation including specific guidelines for development capacity and constraint in the Nationa l Park’s larger settlements. 
 
The aim is to conserve and enhance the distinctive landscape character of the Yorkshire Dales landscape, counteracting forces for change that may 
otherwise erode local distinctiveness. 
 
The LCA underpins the Yorkshire Dales National Park Management Plan and is an important tool that can be used to deliver the vision articulated in this 
key policy document. It will also be used to: 

• inform the development of policy in the Yorkshire Dales National Park Local Plan; 
• provide evidence to steer delivery of specific National Park Management Plan objectives, for instance in relation to housing land release, 

woodland creation, recreation and access; 
• target investment in conservation activity by identifying spatial priorities for the funding and management of programmes for restoring distinctive 

landscape features such as barns, walls, green lanes and hedgerows;  
• and promote understanding and enjoyment of the YDNP. 

 

Plans need to recognise the 
distinctive landscape sub areas within 
the Park and adapt policies and 
programmes in ways that complement 
this character. Need to consider how 
change can be accommodated 
without eroding special qualities. 

Nature in the Dales: 2020 
Vision, Yorkshire Dales 
Biodiversity Forum 
(2011)  

 

State of Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan 

Two primary objectives: 
 
To get 95% of the area of priority habitats in the Yorkshire Dales National Park into “favourable” condition by 2020. 
 
To get 95% of the populations of priority species in the Yorkshire Dales National Park into a stable or increasing condition by 2020. 
 
Overarching actions: 
 

Plans need to support conservation 
and enhancement of priority species 
and habitats through targeted actions 
and policies designed to prevent 
harm. 
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priority habitats and 
species in the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park 2010, 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority (2010).   

 

 
 

1. Helping biodiversity to respond to climate change. 
 

2. Reducing the risks and damage caused by invasive non-native species. 
 

3. Providing spatial frameworks for landscape-scale habitat restoration. 
 

4. Protecting the best sites for wildlife. 
 

5. Targeting action on priority species and habitat. 
 

6. Embedding proper consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem services in all relevant sectors of policy and decision-making. 
 

7. Engaging people, and encouraging behaviour change. 
 

8. Developing and interpreting the evidence base. 
 

 

Parish Plans Although there are still gaps in coverage, a large proportion of the National Park’s parishes now have Parish Plans in place to help coordinate local 
actions in the future. Objectives vary according to individual Parishes, but common themes include: 
 

- affordable housing 
- parking and traffic safety 
- community facilities (village halls, play & sports equipment etc) 
- environment – litter, dog fouling, maintenance of public realm 
- tourism 
- business development 
- farming 
- flood alleviation 
- local services – shops, pubs and infrastructure (broadband) 
- local events 
- care in the community and health services 
- local heritage projects 
- village websites 
- local education courses 
- public transport availability 

 

The Plans will be able to contribute 
directly toward meeting local 
objectives in Parish Plans.  

Public Rights of Way- 
Maintenance Plan 2019-
2024, Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority 

The overall aim for Access & Recreation, of which rights of way are a key part, as drafted in the National Park Management Plan (2019/24)1 is: “A 
friendly, open and welcoming place with outstanding opportunities to enjoy its special qualities”. 
 
The National Park Management Plan also sets out two specific objectives for rights of way maintenance in the National Park: 
 

 B1 Maintain and promote the Pennine Trails and other recognised long-distance routes, and benefit a wide variety of users by raising the 
standard of all public rights of way so that 90% are ‘easy to use’ by 2024 

 B2 Carry out works to improve access and identify appropriate public rights of way and established permissive routes so that 262 km (10%) are 
suitable for users of all ages and abilities by 2024 
 

While rights of way management encompasses many areas of work, this plan identifies six areas that are essential to achieving the objectives. They are:  
 

 Ease of Use  

1. Signs and Waymarking 

2. Infrastructure  

3. Surface Condition  

Plans should ensure that access and 
rights of way are considered 
throughout the site allocation 
process.  
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4. Engineered Routes  

5. Bridges and River Crossings  

 Accessibility  

6.  Access for All (inc the Miles Without Stiles programme) 
 

Special Qualities, Special 
Experiences (An 
integrated access, 
recreation, visitor 
management, diversity 
and tourism strategy), 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority (First 
published May 2010 
Updated and revised 
June 2019)  

In each of the four main sections the issues and scope of the topic are introduced: 
 

• The special qualities and experience of the Dales. The experiences the National Park has to offer through its special qualities, access and 
recreation opportunities, and the contribution they make to health and well-being. 

• A spatial approach. Based on the units that make up the landscape (the main dales, tributary dales, dale heads, open upland) this tells us about 
the quality of experience and visitor facilities. 

• Accessibility and Access for All. Equality and diversity; ways of increasing the diversity of our visitor profile; learning and engagement; information 
and signing to help visitors find their way around; interpretation and new technology. 

• Tourism. Ensuring that tourism provides economic opportunities and exceptional visitor experiences that strengthen the socio-economic wellbeing 
of our communities, while respecting the special qualities of our landscape. 
 

Plans need to embrace the principles 
of sustainable tourism and translate 
them into specific actions and 
policies. 

Volunteering Strategy  
2016-2021, Yorkshire 
Dales National Park 
Authority 

The Authority wants to reach a position where:  
 
a) volunteers continue to contribute, very significantly, to the attainment of the Government’s vision for national parks and  of the Authority’s own 
objectives for the Yorkshire Dales.  

b) people from all backgrounds and of all abilities are motivated and enabled to contribute to the long-term conservation, enhancement, understanding 
and enjoyment of the national park. They bring enthusiasm, interest and a wide range of skills, at the same time enhancing their own understanding, 
enjoyment, health and well-being, through their positive activities.  
 

Plans need to consider how voluntary 
effort might complement and 
contribute towards their objectives, 
especially in the context of reduced 
public, private and charitable sector 
resources 

Water Resources 
Management Plan, 
Yorkshire Water (2019) 

All water companies are required by the Government to produce a Water Resources Management Plan, to show how we plan to maintain a secure 
supply of water to all our customers over the next 25 years. The plan is developed following guidance from the Environment Agency and is reviewed and 
revised every 5 years. 

Our Water Resources Management Plan ensures that we can continue to meet customer demand in the future. We aim to do this with minimum impact 
on the environment. 

Our plan incorporates future pressures on water supply and demand due to predicted changes to the climate. It also looks at future changes in 
population, housing, water use and metering trends in Yorkshire. 

The plan is built up of a number of elements to allow us to plan for the future: 

 A forecast of future customer water demand; 
 A forecast of our available water supply; 
 Identification of any gap between forecast available supply and customer demand; and 
 Selection of investment schemes to meet any forecast gap 

 

Plans need to consider what impact 
planned development will have on 
water supplies, including changes in 
demand and changes to the 
availability of water resources. 

York, North Yorkshire, 
East Riding and Hull 
Spatial Framework: A 
Vision for Growth, 
YNYERH Directors of 
Development Group 
(2019) 

Vision: 

Connected, distinctive and thriving towns and cities will help drive growth and support a successful, sustainable future for current and future 
generations. Whether living in a city, market town or in the countryside we want to support and deliver a better quality of life for people in the 
YNYERH area – through our approach to growth and infrastructure planning. 

Three sectoral priorities have been identified: Digital, Environment and Transport.  

The Spatial Framework will bring a number of benefits. It will: 

 Support better infrastructure delivery with the achievement of greater levels of sustainable economic growth 

The Local Plan objective will reflect 
the spatial framework for the YNYERH 
region. 
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 Provide a stronger case for investment, helping to make the spatial case for external funding for infrastructure investment where this is required to 
support growth. 

 Demonstrate more proactive collaboration across all the partner Local Authorities enabling them to work more effectively and efficiently in 
preparing and delivering their Local Plans and providing the market with more confidence to invest and grow. 

The Spatial Framework provides an overall direction and coherence for the future of the YNYERH area whilst retaining the space and discretion for 
Local Plans to make their own allocations for development that take in to account local sustainability, viability, political and community factors.  

 

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority Design 
Guide (2016) 
 
 

This Design Guide is part of the Local Plan and is also a Supplementary Planning Document giving advice to those seeking planning permission on the 
form of development that is likely to be acceptable. It is also a material consideration in determining planning applications and appeals and should be 
read in conjunction with the design policies in the Local Plan.  
 
The National Park Authority wants to see more innovative, imaginative and creatively designed development that makes a positive contribution to the rich 
built heritage of the National Park. That is why the guidance given here is not prescriptive. The guide is deliberately not a pattern-book or set of rules for 
how it should be done.  
 
However, some designers who undertake commissions in the National Park are not familiar with the architecture and building traditions that make it such 
a special place. Others have asked for more clarity on what is expected from designers.  
 
The guide gives freedom for innovation imagination and creativity but still provides clarity and detail where needed. General advice is given at the 
beginning of the guide on what are considered to be key components of good design in the National Park context. The chapters that follow address the 
most common forms of development in the National Park. Each chapter is split into two sections – ‘Design approach’ and ‘Design details’.  
 
The Design approach section sets out the key principles that designers need to address to ensure their proposals are of the quality that the National Park 
Authority expects to see in planning applications. Designers with experience of working in the National Park, and with a good understanding of its 
distinctive building traditions, should be able to use these broad principles as a framework within which to design.  
 

The Design Guide is central to 
directing developers and architects on 
future development in the National 
Park and works in conjunction with 
the Local Plan.  

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority Local 
Plan 2015-2030 (2016) 

Four key aims: 
 

1. To provide a framework for planning decisions in the National Park that supports and does not prejudice the national park purposes of conserving 
and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and promoting understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the Park. 

2. To seek to foster the social and economic wellbeing of the communities within the National Park and encourage social inclusion for all residents. 

3. To ensure that development is sustainable and planning decisions are based on the precautionary principle. 

4. To respect the characteristics of the individual Dales. 
 

 
Use the Local Plan as the starting 
point for the review, identifying what 
has worked well, where there are gaps 
or new approaches required. NPMP 
needs to consider how planning 
policy can help deliver its objectives.  
 
 

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Management Plan 
2019-2024 

• A distinctive, living, working, cultural landscape that tells the ongoing story of generations of people interacting with their environment. 
• A friendly, open and welcoming place with outstanding opportunities to enjoy its special qualities. 
• Home to the finest variety of wildlife in England. 
• Resilient and responsive to the impacts of climate change, storing more carbon each year than it produces. 
• Providing an outstanding range of benefits for the nation based on its natural resources, landscape and cultural heritage, which underpin a 

flourishing local economy. 
• Home to strong, self-reliant and balanced communities with good access to the services they need. 

 

Most important planning document for 
the YDNPA. The Local Plan policies 
must be in accordance with the vision 
and policies set out in the 
Management Plan.  

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Demographic 
Evidence, Edge Analytics 
(2019) 

The study will consider the socio-economic opportunities and threats that exist within and outside the YDNP boundaries, providing key evidence to 
support: its long-term, sustainable planning objectives; housing growth targets in line with the latest National Planning Policy Framework1 (NPPF) and 
Planning Practice Guidance2 (PPG); and its desire to attract and retain younger population cohorts within the National Park.  
 
A robust examination of the demographic evidence is a key component of the study, informing both the SEA and the SHMA in considering both the 
historical profile of population change and the prospects for future growth. In November 2015, Edge Analytics provided a range of evidence to the YDNP 
Authority, informing and validating its Local Plan housing growth objective for the 2015-2030 plan period. Since the Local Plan evidence was produced in 

Demographic evidence will be used to 
underpin Local Plan policies.  
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2015, the geographical extent of the YDNP has grown by approximately 24% (417km2 ), with the addition of land within the districts of Lancaster, Eden 
and South Lakeland. Furthermore, a range of new statistical evidence has been published, including:  
 

• Mid-year population estimates, plus birth and death statistics to mid-year 2017 
• 2014-based and 2016-based sub-national population projections (SNPP) from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
• 2014-based and 2016-based sub-national household projections (SNHP) from the Ministry for Housing Communities and Local Government 

(MHCLG)  
• Updated NPPF and PPG guidance (February 2019)  
• Labour market analysis from the Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) 
 

This report draws together the latest evidence to produce an updated profile of demographic change in the YDNP, plus a suite of population, housing 
and labour force growth outcomes under different conditions and assumptions, that can provide the basis for further SEA and SHMA analysis. 
 

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority 
Socioeconomic 
Wellbeing Assessment, 
EDGE Economics (2019) 

This study establishes an up to date socioeconomic baseline of the YDNP, enabling an understanding of the changes that are taking place in its 
demography, community and economy. It explores the YDNP’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats with respect to maintaining sustainable 
communities. The work also considers potential paths of future change.  
 
The findings of the study highlight significant differences across the YDNP’s sub areas in terms of demographic trends and economic performance. A 
high proportion of employment growth in recent years has been concentrated in the Craven sub area. The structure of the economy is also changing. 
The tourism related sectors have recorded strong growth in recent years and have become more important to the YDNP’s economy.  
 
The study identifies significant demographic and economic challenges. There are two primary challenges to the sustainability of communities in the 
YDNP:  
 

1. A strong demographic inertia in its population – Over time this means a population with an increasingly greater proportion of people aged 65+ 
years and smaller cohort of school or working age people; and 

2. The potential for a significant adverse economic shock to the farming economy – The farming economy now faces major uncertainty from two 
sources. First, the planned phasing out of the Basic Payment Scheme by 2027 and lack of clarity over its replacement. Second, the potential 
departure of the UK from the EU which is likely to result in the application of substantial tariffs to farmers’ end products going to market. 

 

The YDNPA will need to carefully 
consider these implications and 
evaluate the possible options for 
intervention through the new Local 
Plan and in working with other key 
stakeholders. 

Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority Strategic 
Housing Market 
Assessment, Arc4 (2019) 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP) Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 2019 provides evidence to help shape the future housing and 
related strategies and policies of the area.  
 
The SHMA evidence base is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the February 2019 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and 
associated Planning Practice Guidance (PPG). The findings from the study provide an up-to-date, robust and defensible evidence base for policy 
development, in accordance with Government policy and guidance. The SHMA includes a consideration of housing need based on the standard method 
for assessing need as set out in February 2019 PPG, the need for affordable housing, the size, type and tenure of future housing and the needs of 
specific groups. 
 

The findings of the SHMA underpin 
the housing targets included in the 
Local Plan.  

 


