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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
                    ITEM 20 

  
  
Date: 14 December 2021 
  
Report: MEMBER FEEDBACK ON PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATION AND 

MEMBER CHAMPIONS’ REPORTS 
 

 
Purpose 
 
1. To provide feedback from meetings attended by Members as representatives of the 

National Park Authority since the last Authority meeting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That Members consider and note the reports from the Authority’s representatives. 
 
Background 
 
3. Members represent the Authority on a wide variety of Partnerships and, in order to 

keep Members and Officers updated on this representation, formal reports are 
brought to each full Authority meeting.   

 
4. Member Champions are also engaged in a wide range of activities. Champions 

take turns in bringing annual reports to the Authority meetings – reports are 
attached from the Member Champions for Corporate Management, Natural 
Environment and Recreation Management. 

 
5.       These formal reports provide the opportunity to update members on the work of the 

various partnerships we are involved, a chance to question member 
representatives and Champions and a means by which we can continually assess 
the value of these partnerships and Champion roles.  

 
6. The Appendices include: 

1) A list of Partnership Meetings attended in the last quarter; 

2) Reports from the relevant Partnership meetings; 

3) The reports of the Member Champions for Corporate Management, Natural 

Environment and Recreation Management; 

4) A note on the Europarc Conference 2021; and 

5) A note on the COP26 session – “Net Zero with Nature – How National Parks 

can drive UK nature-based solutions”; 

Clare Tamea 
Committees Officer 
26 November 2021 
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Appendix 1 
 

List of Partnership Meetings Oct 2021 – Dec 2021 
 
 

Title Member Date Attended Report 

Campaign for 
National Parks 

Julie Martin 25/11/21 Yes See 
attached 
report 

Dales Woodland 
Forum 

Member 
Champion for 
the Natural 

Environment 

17/11/21 Yes See 
attached 
report 

Farming and Land 
Management Forum 

Neil Heseltine 3/11/21 Yes See Chair’s 
Report 

Local Government 
North Yorkshire & 
York (LGNYY) 

Chair 15/10/21 No N/A 

National Park 
Management Plan 
Steering Group 

Chair 17/11/21 Yes See Chair’s 
Report 

National Parks 
England 

Chair 14/10/21 Yes See Chair’s 
Report 

Swindon Quarry 
Trust 

Robert Heseltine 
& Carl Lis 

30/9/21 Yes (both) See 
attached 
report 

York, North 
Yorkshire & East 
Riding Local 
Enterprise 
Infrastructure 
Programmes Board  

Yvonne Peacock 15/10/21 Yes See 
attached 
report 

Yorkshire Dales 
Local Access Forum 

Member 
Champion for 

Recreation 
Management & 
Neil Heseltine 

23/11/21 Yes (both) See 
attached 
report 

Yorkshire Dales 
National Park 
Tourism Partnership 

Member 
Champion for 

Promoting 
Understanding 

5/10/21 Yes Notes 
already 
circulated  
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Appendix 2 

 
Report on the Campaign for National Parks Meetings, 

held on 25 November 2021 
 
 

Council Meeting 
 

This online meeting was attended by over 70 members of the Campaign for National 
Parks (CNP), including Trustees and co-opted individuals; representatives of 
member organisations; and observers, the latter mainly comprising NPA members. 
 
Introduced by CNP Chair Janette Ward, the meeting opened with a series of short, 
pre-recorded presentations from around ten individuals, setting out their personal 
visions for our National Parks.  Those contributing included a number of Trustees, 
Marian Spain (Chief Executive of Natural England), and Andy Wilson (recently 
retired as Chief Executive of North York Moors NPA).  There was significant 
common ground among the visions presented, many seeking a bigger role for 
people, improved wildlife, lower visitor impact, fewer second homes, less traffic, and 
more calm and peace.  Marian Spain identified three main challenges: 
 

 The need to think about how National Park landscapes should evolve and what 
that might mean; 

 How to make the Parks work better for everyone, including those without cars (a 
return to National Parks as a social movement); 

 How the family of protected landscapes needs to grow and evolve to include 
urban parks, AONBs and National Parks. 
 

A short report from Dr Rose O’Neill, the new Chief Executive of CNP, highlighted a 
perceived sense of energy and enthusiasm in the National Park movement while 
awaiting the long-promised government response to the Glover Review.  A recent 
poll had, for the first time, shown the environment and climate change to be the 
number one issue with the public. 
 
There followed a video presentation from Lord Benyon, appointed in May as Defra 
Minister for Rural Affairs, Access to Nature and Biosecurity, who reiterated that the 
government would very shortly (perhaps by the time you read this?) be publishing for 
consultation its response to the Glover Review.  He gave few hints as to what that 
response might comprise, although he did suggest that the government would like to 
see National Park Management Plans carrying greater weight. 
 
A video from the Scottish Campaign for National Parks outlined recent campaigning 
work which has led to a commitment from the Scottish Government to designate at 
least one new National Park by 2026, the most likely candidates being in Borders 
and Dumfries and Galloway.  A further video, from the National Association of 
AONBs (NAAONB) pointed to the recent government announcement that two new 
AONBs and two extensions are to be taken forward in England.  NAAONB would 
very much like AONBs to have a greater recreational purpose and role in future. 
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Breakout groups then discussed a) what principles are important if National Park 
policy is to leave a good legacy and b) who needs to be involved in the national 
conversation about the future of our National Parks.  Points made included the 
following: 
 

 It will be difficult to reach consensus, as there are so many different parties 
involved, often with conflicting views. 

 Key campaign areas for CNP should be provision of low impact public transport 
services and proper systemic funding for both social and biological diversity. 

 Existing National Park purposes remain as relevant as ever and we should not 
lose sight of them in our future work. 

 The importance of cultural heritage should not be forgotten as we work on nature 
and climate recovery. 

 Local communities must have a strong say in conversations about the future of 
National Parks, as visitors and incomers compete with local residents, especially 
for housing. 

 Inclusivity is very important but should also imply collective responsibility – this is 
why secure long term funding remains a top priority. 

 Partnership working will be even more important than ever in future. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
The CNP AGM followed the Council meeting, comprising reports to members from 
the Chair and Treasurer for the year ending March 2021, and Trustee elections. 
 
Key work has included the development of the ‘Glover Coalition’ and involvement in 
the Defra National Landscapes Stakeholder Reference Group.  However there has 
been frustration at the lack of progress towards a government response to Glover. 
 
Other campaigning work has focused on issues including the Planning White Paper, 
the Environment Bill, the Future of Transport, and the England Tree and Peatland 
Strategies, and National Parks and Climate Change.  There have been regular 
meetings with MPs and ministers including Lord Benyon. 
 
Operationally last year was a difficult year but CNP now has new offices and a new 
Chief Executive and has seen a significant financial turnaround, due to improved 
operational efficiencies and additional legacy income. 
 
 
 
Julie Martin 
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Report on The Dales Woodland Forum (DWF) meeting  

held on 17 November 2021 
 

Following Geoff Garret’s recent retirement this was the first meeting with the newly 
appointed Senior Woodlands Officer Niki Child.  In the absence of a permanent 
Chairperson the meeting (held remotely) was chaired by the Vice–Chairman Mark 
Corner.  I attended in my capacity as Member Champion for the Natural 
Environment.  The meeting was exceptionally well attended with 22 representatives 
from a variety of organisations including the Forestry Commission, the Woodland 
Trust, the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, Cumbria Woodlands, the Cumbria 
Landowners Association and officers of the Authority. 

The main item on the Agenda was a review and updating of the Action Plan 
consequent upon the adoption of the new Dales Woodland Strategy recently 
approved by Members (a pdf version of which is available on the Authority’s 
website).  The Strategy itself includes three overarching ambitions for 2020-2030:-  

     1. Create 6,000 ha woodland habitat that enhances the National Park’s 
landscape, with priority given to projects that strengthen habitat networks, increases 
carbon storage and help to reduce flooding.  

     2. Ensure that 75% of all woodland including ancient semi natural woodland, 
plantation ancient woodland and scrub is brought into positive management.  

     3. Plant 6,000 individual or small groups of field trees.  

The Action Plan unpacks these in detail (54 actions in all!) and, most importantly, 
makes it clear which organisations within the DWF will be responsible for carrying 
them out.  

Laura Mealin from the Land Management Section then gave a presentation on the 
new Woodland Opportunity Mapping app which will be of great assistance to farmers 
and land owners wishing to create new woodlands for themselves within the Park. 

We then received reports from individual attendees of matters of note happening 
within their own organisations and agreed that the next meeting would take place on 
the 5th April 2022. 

Ian McPherson 
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Report on the Swinden Quarry Trust Meeting 
held on 30 September 2021 

        

This was the first meeting, due entirely to the Covid situation, that had taken place 
since 22 November 2018.  
 
The main purpose of the meeting was to receive an update report from Redmayne 
Bentley who oversee the fund, including making investments based on their 
extensive knowledge of the opportunities that from time to time present themselves.  
They reported that, over the three year period since 2018, technology-biased 
investments had provided the majority of the investment returns. They were able to 
report that there had been no material declines in value over the intervening three 
years and overall the fund was in a healthy state.  
 
David Parrish gave a report on the December 2019 planning permission and the 
subsequent need to update the Declaration of Trust to take into account the 
extended life of the quarry. 

We then received an update from the quarry management on quarry development 

 

Carl Lis 
 

 

The Swinden Quarry Trust continues to function as the original intention to provide 
funds for aftercare of the quarry when it ceased to be operational.  Our financial 
advisors have guided us to a strong financial performance this past twelve months. 

At our next Trustees meeting we will be discussing if there is a need to vary any 
element of the current Trust Deed. 

Robert Heseltine 
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Report on the meeting of the York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Local 
Enterprise Infrastructure Programmes Board (LEP) 

 held on 15 October 2021 
 
The Chief Operating Officer explained that the LEP review will likely be announced 
alongside the government’s levelling up white paper later in the year. 
 
Following the outcome of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), local leaders 
have all signed a letter to Government asking to progress the Devolution Deal. 
 
Plan For Growth 
We discussed the role that partners would take in feeding into the Growth Plan - the 
Structure and Framework for the Plan and Strategic Objectives and Key Themes. I 
asked if National Parks had been consulted. The Head of Strategy explained that the 
National Parks are a listed stakeholder and will be consulted. 
 
York North Yorkshire Housing Strategy Progress 
The Housing Strategy 2015-2021 prioritised the working with partners to increase the 
supply of good quality homes across all tenues and locations. 
 
The target of 5000 homes per annum was set, of which 1600 were to be affordable. 
Monitoring indicated overall delivery of 30,000 as at 31 March 2021 has been 
delivered. The number of affordable housing delivered fell short of the 9,600 target 
delivered over the lifetime of the strategy. 6,217 affordable homes were delivered 
across the patch leaving a deficit of 3,383 affordable homes at the end of 2020/21. 
It seemed that the Northern part of the patch which covers much of the YDNP area 
has delivery challenges which need to be better understood. 
 
As a result of LGR, the Housing Board decided it was not in a position to support a 
new detailed 5 year housing strategy. They are carrying out a draft review and 
sharing it with key stakeholders. 
 
Priorities have been revised as follows: 

1. Maintain current levels of housing supply while increasing the quality of 
new homes. 

2. Increase the supply of affordable housing 
3. Tackle homelessness 
4. Meet the housing needs including vulnerable households and those with 

specific needs 
5. Ensure that people have a decent home to live in that facilitates their health 

and wellbeing. 
 
Housing will be on the Agenda at the next meeting as the meeting had to close due 
to members attending another meeting. 
 
Yvonne Peacock 
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Report on the meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Local Access Forum (LAF) 
held on 23 November 2021 

 
 

A meeting was held via Zoom with ten members and seven YDNPA officers on 23rd 
November. The following were some of the salient points to emerge from the 
meeting: 

       

 Debbie North, representing LAF on the Farming in Protected Landscapes 

(FiPL) panel, gave an encouraging report to members as to how this scheme, 

which started in July 2021, and runs for three years, can also be used to 

support projects which improve access to the countryside in National Parks 

and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). YDNPA officer Helen 

Keep explained that the team had already helped farmers with over 150 

enquiries since the scheme started. 

 

 The LAF, as consultees, agreed statutory responses on two Countryside and 
Rights of Way (CRoW) restrictions at Quarry Wood near Ingleton and Wood 
End, Hubberholme and agreed to send a response to the Arkengarthdale 
Commons fencing - the response should include the forum’s standard fencing 
policies, including that all fencing should be non-barbed, the inclusion of 
access points and a limited timespan (normally not exceeding 10 years).  

 

 The LAF are going to start looking at the cut-off date of 2026 for getting rights 
of way onto the definitive maps, possibly inviting someone from Cumbria and 
North Yorkshire County Councils to come along, as keepers of the current 
definitive maps of the area. 
 

Nick Cotton 
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Appendix 3 

 
Annual Report of Member Champion for Corporate Management  

Key areas of activity have been: 
 
The range of work this year has covered a wide range of work supporting the team: 

1. Input to the Communications and Social Media Strategies prior to papers 

going to Members  

2. Reviewing and contributing to the new People Strategy and supporting Head 

of HR in delivery of this new strategy to the F&R Committee  

3. Providing the Member Champion input to the Investors in People and 

Customer Service Excellence re-accreditation by providing input through and 

interview with the assessors  

4. Review of the Annual Governance Statement  

5. Membership of the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion working group, reviewing 

progress and supporting the team in this area of work including encouraging 

Members to attend the training arranged in this area of work. Blog in support 

of the updated EDI statement being produced  

6. Reviewing and refreshing the Leadership and Management training and 

development plans    

7. Joined other team members to conduct the Apprentice Review alongside the 

Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust  

8. Input to the Post COVID working papers in support of the Senior Management 

Team 

9. Review of the Financial Resilience Assessment prior to being presented to 

F&R 

10. Appointment of External Auditor – review of proposals 

11. Attendance at Member Champion meeting in support of the Chair and other 

Member Champions  

12. Review of Member Quarterly Finance Reports 

13. Launch of the Dark Skies status media interviews and coverage 

 
 
My responsibilities as Member Champion has helped me support the Chairman and 
CEO in meetings with NYMNPA and Friends of the Dales.   
 
 
Julie Hutton, November 2021 
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Annual Report of Member Champion for the Natural Environment 

 
Meetings attended 
 

 Three to four meetings a year of the Dales Biodiversity Forum (including Away 

Days to visit projects and locations of particular interest and concern) 

 Usually two meetings a year of the Dales Woodland Forum (also including 

Away Days) 

 Chairing the Future of Farming and Land Management Policy Group (four 

times a year) 

 Land Management Section (LMS) monthly meetings (including Away Days) 

 Conservation and Community Directorate Officer and Staff meetings (four a 

year) 

 Member Champion meetings (usually four a year) 

 Farming and Land Management Forum (as and when required) 

 The annual open Forum of the Northern Upland Chain Local Nature 

Partnership 

 The Landscape Scale Nature Recovery Area and HNV farming conference 

 Biodiversity Forum sub-group 

Policy matters 
 
   In my last full report to the Authority in May 2020 (how time flies!) I said: 
 
           “It would be fair to say that the dominant issue of the past year has been 
considering the effect of Brexit on existing government policies relating to agriculture, 
food production and the environment (CAP) and the work on the development of new 
policies for the four nations of the UK following departure from the EU.  Although the 
outcome of the work being done by Defra, Natural England, the National Parks and by 
officers of our own Land Management Section is now legislatively enshrined in the 
Agriculture Act and the Environment Act these three issues are now being recognised as 
not only interconnected but overlapping and were initially addressed by government 
consultation papers stressing entirely new approaches to environmental land 
management (ELMS) around the concepts of “public money for public goods” and the 
recognition of “natural capital”.  The Future of Farming group has reported on several 
occasions to the full Authority on the progress of these matters.”   
 
    In saying this I was somewhat anticipating greater speed in the legislative process as 
the Environment Act only became law at the beginning of November this year (it took 
1,056 days from start to finish!).  It contains a number of definite “wins” for the 
environment but its greatest weakness is the apparent lack of teeth in the supervisory 
body – The Office for Environmental Protection - intended to hold the government and 
other agencies to account.  We shall have to wait and see how this pans out in practise 
but I am not over-optimistic on this score myself.   
 
    The Future of Farming Group continues under my chairmanship but under the new 
name of Farming and Land Management Policy Group and with an extended remit.  
ELMS continues to be developed, with the current emphasis being on the Sustainable 
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Farming Incentive based on proven environmental benefits to the land (rather than the 
Basic Payments Scheme paid automatically on land holdings and now being phased out 
over several years) and with much greater emphasis on local and landscape-scale 
nature recovery areas.   
 
    The Authority committed itself in the YDNPMP to create “at least one landscape-scale 
nature recovery area by 2021” and this has largely been achieved through the Tees – 
Swale Project.  Other possible areas are currently being considered and work in this 
respect is currently being undertaken in Raydale.  The Land Management Section (LMS) 
of the Authority is currently working on the preparation of a Nature Recovery Plan (with 
input from the Biodiversity Forum, the Dales Woodland Forum and the Farming and 
Land Management Forum) which if, in the fullness of time, it is adopted by the Authority 
will be the governing policy in this context for the coming ten years.  And hot from the 
press, the National Parks Partnership (working on behalf of all 15 National Parks in the 
UK) is currently working with an environmental organisation called Palladium to 
encourage private finance for National Parks to enable them to support and promote 
climate change measures within their own particular Park.  This partnership is called 
Revere – so watch out to see how this progresses.   
 
    Also, as far as finance generally is concerned the government created a substantial 
fund – Farming in Protected Landscapes - to support individual farming projects in 
protected landscapes (National Parks and AONB’S) the distribution of which has been 
delegated to the National Parks themselves and our own Authority has created Local 
Assessment Panels to adjudicate upon applications being made under the scheme.  So 
far this is going extremely well and many applications have already been successfully 
made. 
 
            A major event of last year was the release of the final report of the Glover 
Review into the future of National Parks and AONB’s which was considered by Members 
both in a PDF and also at a full Authority meeting.  Defra set up a unit to consider the 
implementation of this Review but so far little progress has been made and there are 
fears (happiness for some) that the whole report will be kicked into the long grass.  So 
again, we await developments. 
 
           The Biodiversity Forum made a decision not to proceed with a full-scale 
conference on the Landscape Scale Nature Recovery Project and HNV farming but 
instead to use webinars and social media to inform land managers and farmers of the 
changes to the existing CAP system and to run alongside the information evenings 
concurrently being run by the farming team of the LMS. 
 
           As I said in my last report, I continue to be indebted to every member of the LMS 
team for their unstinting commitment to the work which they do and for the support they 
give to me to enable me to carry out my Member Champion role.  So once again many 
thanks to them.   
 
          If you have questions about any of the above (or indeed about anything else 
within my portfolio brief) please do not hesitate to contact me before the meeting or to 
raise it at the meeting itself of course. 
 

Ian McPherson 
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Annual Report of Member Champion for Recreation 
 
 

Overview 
I asked this time last year ‘Will we ever experience another year like 2020?’ So, 
following on from that, has 2021 been as traumatic as 2020? I suppose the answer 
has to be ‘No’. In 2020 we were still waiting for a Covid vaccine and when we had 
lockdowns they were very severe indeed, with people’s movements drastically 
reduced. This year started with a lockdown but as things have eased, we have 
moved much closer to normality with high visitor numbers, particularly helped by the 
trend towards UK staycations as foreign travel has been anything but 
straightforward.  
 
This increase in visitor numbers has had its advantages and disadvantages – more 
visitors mean more income for our tourism and hospitality businesses and it is clearly 
positive that more people are enjoying the delights of Yorkshire Dales for the first 
time. However, the disadvantages are much more litter to clear up, a lot of 
irresponsible parking and still too many people failing to respect the Countryside 
Code. It has also thrown into sharp relief the whole issue of second homes, holidays 
lets and Airbnb properties, an issue that is unlikely to disappear from YDNPA’s 
agenda as we struggle to find the right balance between promoting the visitor 
economy and protecting the way of life of the Park’s full-time residents. 
 
Our Rights of Way Team - Significant Projects. 
As might be expected, our Rangers have been very busy. I’d especially like to thank 
the team who worked so hard to repair damage to the river bank below the Riverside 
Path in Kirkby Lonsdale, alongside the River Lune. Working within the Environment 
Agency ‘window’ and helped by dry weather and low river levels, the team have 
done a splendid job of protecting the bank and path from future erosion and their 
work has withstood the first big storm and high river levels witnessed in October. 

A team of Rangers and volunteers has re-surfaced 110m of the Coast to Coast 
path near Ravenseat in North Yorkshire, with the help of a donation of £7,000 from 
the guided walking company, HF Holidays. 

The re-surfacing works in Upper Swaledale have coincided with news that a formal 
proposal is to be brought forward to designate the Coast to Coast walk as National 
Trail. As part of this campaign and in partnership with Natural England, YDNPA have 
been asked to undertake a five-month project to scope out work that could be 
delivered to realise the wider benefits of the Coast to Coast having National Trail 
status. Park Services staff and Rangers are looking in depth at accessibility, 
information, economic benefit, tourism, local communities and the wider landscape 
management issue. The report will be submitted alongside the designation proposal 
to the Secretary of State next year. 

A major engineering project has been completed near the summit of the 
Ingleborough, in an effort to conserve important habitat for plants such as Early 
Purple Orchid and Bird’s Eye Primrose. 
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The popularity of the Three Peaks route has led to a 1.6-kilometre stretch of path 
through Sulber Nick SSSI becoming badly rutted and spreading over a wide area. 
To fix the problem, more than 600 tonnes of aggregate, donated by the firm, 
Hanson UK, was lifted to site from Horton quarry and an additional 262-metre 
section over peat was flagged using reclaimed stone.  

Volunteers 

Volunteers surveyed the entire public rights of way (PROW) network in the Park 
during the year 2020/21, despite the Coronavirus pandemic.  

The survey – known as the ‘parish paths survey’ – means that public paths across 
98 parishes are walked and a record made.  It shows the condition of every path, 
stile and river crossing in the 841 square miles of the National Park.  

 
The New Apprentice Rangers 
I had the great pleasure of meeting the new Apprentice Rangers in August and, as 
ever, managed to persuade Belinda Lloyd that they would love to help me in my 
ongoing battle against Himalayan Balsam. The new group were just as hard-working 
and open-spirited as the previous cohort and will once again be wonderful 
ambassadors for the Park. Year by year we are tackling Balsam in the small and 
large tributaries of the River Lune, soon leaving just a few stretches of the main river 
between Sedbergh & Kirkby Lonsdale to clear.  
 
In addition, a former National Park apprentice with roots in Ingleton has become the 
new Yorkshire Three Peaks Ranger. Ian Colledge, 25, has the job of maintaining 
paths on Ingleborough, Pen-y-ghent and Whernside and started in his post in the 
summer. 
 
 
Other work 
I sit on the Councils Against Noise & Speed (CANS), a volunteer organisation which 
aims to tackle the ongoing problem of noisy motorbikes in the National Park. They 
have made contact with all the relevant MPs and Police Commissioners and are 
making steady progress.  
 
November to March sees me out on the roads and lanes around the Cumbrian part 
of the Park picking up litter. I aim to cover about 100 miles of verges in this period. 
 
I am a member of several committees promoting cycling and the development of 
new cycle routes, liaising with Sustrans and various local authorities. There is still life 
in the old dog, and with a group of friends recently took on some challenging bike 
rides radiating out from Kettlewell, showering money on cafes and pubs along the 
course of the routes.  

 
Nick Cotton  
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Appendix 4 
 
Europarc Conference 2021, on the theme “Parks in the Spotlight - Powered by 

People; Inspired by Nature” 
 
The meeting was online this year [as indeed was the 2020 event a year earlier].  The 
theme of this year’s conference was ‘Parks in the Spotlight/Powered by People, 
inspired by Nature’ and the event itself was attended by 170 participants from 30 
countries. 
 
The stated intention of this meeting: “Inspired by Nature” was that it is the People of 
Parks, the staff, their communities, partners and stakeholders that make the 
necessary changes happen.  The Conference was a chance for all to debate, 
discuss and deliver new ideas, thoughts, and approaches about how we can address 
the political, societal and environmental challenges of today, to plan and prepare for 
a better future. 
 
All laudable stuff then and a chance to debate the topics of the moment with 
European colleagues for a change instead of our more regular exchanges with 
colleagues in England and the UK.  This opportunity, without having to travel 
anywhere to do so, was an opportunity too good to miss. 
 
Whether the topics on offer were more useful to European colleagues outside of the 
UK is a moot point – we are after all, very different Parks and equally different 
terrains the breadth of which would be impossible to cover in two half day sessions.  
There were however many similarities experienced by Parks through their 
management during the Covid period, the lockdowns and lockdown ‘releases’.  
 
The conference, which was held on two consecutive half day sessions, was useful 
for those who could only attend one of the sessions. This also meant that you could 
work each day’s session around your other workday/workload commitments.  
Although, we are supporters of online meetings when and where appropriate, they 
don’t offer the same camaraderie or the casual and more informal situations after the 
meetings themselves that more traditional conferences offer.  This is important 
because when the opportunity to simply ‘chat’ with others is available, this is almost 
always the more useful time spent at these sorts of events. 
 
The ‘Spotlight on Youth’ workshop was useful in giving an insight into integrating 
young people into an organisation. The input to the workshop on the Netherlands 
Delta Youth Community was helpful in giving an overview of their approach as part 
of a Youth Manifesto. The use of social media, mentors and the facilitation of 
exchanges between parks was particularly interesting.    
 
The ‘New Times New Tourism Experiences’ workshop focussed on how parks are 
engaging business and working towards delivering Sustainable tourism. Recent 
experience has seen less tourists from overseas and more local visitors, 
understandable due to the Pandemic. 
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A European charter for sustainable tourism has been developed. This has involved 
the running of hospitality courses for businesses, training them in the story of the 
host national park to act as ambassadors and this helps engagement. 
 
The businesses have been providing new package offers, including eco packages 
and guides with information about conservation and rewilding. This is bringing in new 
bookings.  They are also involving more businesses in conservation efforts.    
 
In relation to the constraints of the ‘offer’ this year, we believe that this conference 
was as well prepared and presented as it were possible to do so and additionally, 
learned a little bit more about the interests of our European Parks’ colleagues as well 
as promoting our own Park expertise through the online exchanges available during 
some of the conference sessions. 
 
The full conference report is available here: 
https://spark.adobe.com/page/PSiP2RIHZaHwW/ 
 
Neil Heseltine/Julie Hutton   
Chair/Deputy 

  

https://spark.adobe.com/page/PSiP2RIHZaHwW/


172 
 

Appendix 5 
 

Report on remote attendance at COP26 meeting: 
“Net Zero with Nature – How National Parks can drive UK nature-based 

solutions” 
 

On the 9th November I remotely attended this one hour meeting hosted by Naomi 
Conway of National Parks Partnership (NPP).  It comprised presentations and a panel 
discussion on the new partnership formed between NNP and global impact firm 
Palladium – which partnership is called Revere.  NNP was set up some years ago by all 
fifteen of the UK National Parks to attract sponsorship for the work that they were doing.  
The present Revere initiative is aimed specifically at attracting private, as opposed to 
public, finance to support climate change measures within the National Parks by way of 
creating a sustainable funding model that aims to raise £240m by 2030.  The intention is 
that Revere will design restoration projects with National Park teams and land managers 
and then raise private capital to fund the restoration. 
 
The panel comprised Gordon Watson, the CEO of the Trossachs and Loch Lomond 
National Park, Grant Moir, the CEO of the Cairngorms National Park, Tom Gegg from 
Palladium and James Dunne from Santander UK.  Sue Fox from Esthee Lauder was 
unable to reach the meeting in time. 
 
It was acknowledged at the outset by all participants that the participation of the private 
sector in providing funding to combat the climate emergency would become an 
increasingly important part of the mix in the future and James Dunne went into a 
considerable amount of detail as to how Santander UK was intending to be involved.  
One of the main issues surrounding the discussion was the extent to which carbon off-
setting would be allowable and genuine on the part of potential funders and the 
particular danger of possible “greenwashing”.  Tom Gegg was very clear that off-setting 
would only be accepted if the funder in question had already made a commitment to a 
specific date-fixed target to net-zero emissions and which had already begun to go down 
this route.  This was of particular relevance as Gatwick Airport had also been flagged up 
as a potential funder alongside Southern Co-op and Capita. 
 
It was acknowledged by the National Park representatives that it was most unlikely that 
public funding alone would be sufficient to cover the work necessary in areas such as 
integrated land use, sustainable flood management, peat restoration, wetland and 
grassland restoration, woodland creation and management, transport in the Parks and 
the development and use of sustainable technology to provide support for these 
measures e.g. drones, electric vehicles etc.  Attracting private finance had to be an 
increasingly significant option for the future. 
 
Time for debate and questions was necessarily limited.  I have to confess that I 
approached the meeting with a certain amount of caution, having not being particularly 
enamoured by the work of the NPP to date but I was impressed with the seriousness, 
experience and thought that was brought into the discussion and I do look forward to this 
project achieving a measure of success in the years to come. 
 
Ian McPherson 
 

Note – a recording of this session can be viewed at https://f.io/3aY2l04r 

https://f.io/3aY2l04r

