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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
 

 
ITEM 2        

Minutes of the meeting held at Skipton Town Hall, High Street, Skipton BD23 1AH, on 
Tuesday, 28 September 2021. 
 
Present: 
John Amsden, Mark Corner, Nick Cotton, Richard Foster, Kevin Frea, Richard Good, Liz 
Hall, Neil Heseltine (in the Chair), Julie Hutton, David Ireton, Sandy Lancaster, Carl Lis, 
Julie Martin, Ian McPherson, Jim Munday, Stuart Parsons, Yvonne Peacock, Gillian 
Quinn, Karin Sedgwick, Neil Swain and Derek Twine. 
 

 
 

COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK 

 

 
35/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Robert Heseltine, Allen Kirkbride, Ian Mitchell and Cosima 
Towneley. 
 
36/21 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2021, having been 
printed and circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
37/21 PUBLIC QUESTIONS/STATEMENTS 
 
No public questions or statements had been received.  
 
38/21 DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING 
 
No declarations of lobbying were made at the meeting. 
 
39/21 PRIORITISATION OF NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY WORK PROGRAMMES 

FOR 2022 AND BEYOND 
 
The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Deputy Chief Executive.  
 
The Chief Executive updated the Authority - current indications are that a flat rate 
settlement for three years is expected from DEFRA (amounting to a further cut in real 
terms), and that the basis of future DEFRA funding may change, with funding being 
directed more for specified purposes. The Government’s response to the Landscapes 
(Glover) Review had also been further postponed. 
 
There was extensive debate on this item including the following: 

 Querying whether this review process should have been more “fundamental”; 
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 Suggesting that additional information be provided to Members when considering 

this issue in future (eg. showing the links between the programmes; financial 

information about each programme; more context as to the officers’ initial 

decision-making process); 

 Advocating that different programmes should be classed as priority (affordable 

housing, public transport, woodlands, education); 

 Advocating that planning policy should remain a priority; 

 The perception that including woodlands in a level called “adequate” may lead to 

a belief that this is not seen as an important activity by the Authority. There is a 

need for clear public communication that, given the large amount of external 

funding for tree planting, the woodland strategy would continue as planned; 

 The importance of forging good working relationships with the new Unitary 

Authorities and recognising the challenges which District Councils are currently 

facing. 

Following an unsuccessful amendment to combine the sub-programmes of farm 
conservation, woodlands and wildlife to form one high priority work programme; and a 
further unsuccessful amendment that the sub-programme of education be moved to 
priority (replacing planning policy which would move down a level),  
 
RESOLVED: to adopt the revised prioritised list of “sub-programmes” as set out in 
Annex B of the report, as the initial basis for preparing the Authority’s operational plans 
and budget for 2022/23 and beyond. 
 
[Ian McPherson requested that his vote against the recommendation be recorded]. 
 
 
40/21 NON-ATTENDANCE OF A MEMBER AT MEETINGS 
 
The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Chief Executive and a verbal statement 
submitted by Robert Heseltine. 
 
Members expressed support for Ian McPherson, noting the valuable input that he had 
continued to provide to the Authority, despite his non-attendance at face to face 
meetings. Frustration was expressed that the Government had not yet re-enacted 
legislation to permit remote attendance at meetings and the Authority was asked to 
continue to lobby for this. 
 
A Member proposed a motion that Standing Order 3.2b) needed to be examined as to 
whether it was still fit for purpose. In line with Standing Order 4.2, this matter was 
adjourned and will now be considered by the Audit and Review Committee, which will 
report back to the Authority on its consideration. 
 
RESOLVED:  That no action be taken regarding Mr McPherson’s non-attendance and 
that the matter should not be brought to the attention of the Secretary of State at 
DEFRA. 
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41/21 CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED – the report of the Chair, Neil Heseltine. 
 
 
42/21 REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED – the report of the Chief Executive.  
 
  
43/21 MEMBER FEEDBACK ON PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATION AND 

MEMBER CHAMPION’S REPORTS 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED – the report of the Committees Officer and Richard Foster’s 
verbal update (on behalf of Richard Good), of the meeting of the Local Government 
North Yorkshire, York and East Yorkshire Housing Board held on 22 September 2021. 
Ian McPherson advised that he would circulate details of the meeting of the Yorkshire 
Dales Biodiversity Forum held on 22 September 2021. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 2:35pm. 


