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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 14 b) 

 
Date: 14 December 2021 
  
  
Report REVIEW OF PUBLIC SPEAKING AT PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS  
  

 
 
Purpose of report 
 
1. To review the changes made to arrangements for public speaking at Planning 

Committee meetings in December 2020. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

2. That Members approve extending the time limit for public speakers back to 5 minutes, 
and reverting back to the position where more than one supporter and more than one 
objector can speak, by sharing the relevant time slot.  

 
 
Background  
 
3. At the Authority meeting in December 2020, Members considered the recommendations 

of a Member-officer working group tasked to explore potential improvements to the 
operation of the Planning Committee. 

 
4. The review was relatively light touch and the working group identified four aspects of the 

current Committee arrangements that Members felt warranted consideration in light of 
the move to 6-weekly meetings: 

a. The ‘Reference back’ procedure 

b. Committee Site visits 

c. Public speaking at Committee meetings 

d. Delegation scheme 

 
5. The strong feeling of the working group was that the opportunity for public speaking at 

Committee is a key element in making sure that Members have a full understanding of 
the development before making a decision, and in ensuring that the process is seen to 
be open and fair.  Therefore, the opportunities for the applicant, objectors, and the 
relevant Parish Council or Meeting to speak should all be retained.  
 

6. It was noted, however, that under the arrangements for the operation of the Committee 
during Covid-19 (ie. meetings via video conference), the time for each speaker had been 
reduced from 5 minutes to 3 minutes with no adverse impact on the effectiveness of the 
contributions. In the face of a likely increase in the number of applications to be 
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considered at each Committee meeting as a result of moving to 6-weekly meetings, the 
group considered that the arrangements for the applicant, objectors, and the relevant 
Parish Council or Meeting to each speak for 3 minutes at Committee meetings should 
be made permanent. 

 
7. The Authority agreed to adopt the recommendation but asked that - when planning 

committee meetings returned to face-to-face meetings - consideration should be given 
to reverting back to the previous arrangements. 

 
 
Consideration 
 
8. The experience over the past 12 months of 6 weekly meetings has shown that agenda 

size has not increased dramatically, perhaps as a result of the changes made to the 
delegation scheme as part of the review.  Now that meetings are being held face-to-
face, albeit subject to measures to ensure social distancing, a return to the former public 
speaking arrangements could be made without a significant increase in the length of 
meeting. 

 
 
Conclusion 

 
9. The Planning Committee is functioning well at the moment.  There is capacity within the 

meetings to extend the time limit for public speakers back to 5 minutes, and to revert 
back to the position where more than one supporter and more than one objector can 
speak, by sharing the relevant time slot. 

 
 
Richard Graham 
Head of Development Management 
 
23 November 2021 
 
Background papers: none. 
 
 
 


