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1.0 Introduction 

The historic environment provides a tangible link with our 
past and contributes to our sense of national, local and 
community identity. It also provides the character and 

distinctiveness that is so important to a positive sense of 
place. […] The historic environment is a unique, fragile and 
non-renewable resource which contributes to the economy, 

society and daily life. Once lost, it cannot be replaced 1. 

This document provides the first detailed appraisal of the Askrigg 
Conservation Area, although a brief report on the conservation area was 
written by Michael Lamb as part of An Appraisal of Settlements in the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park in 1991. 

The appraisal tries to cover the main aspects of the designated area, but 
it cannot be completely comprehensive; omission of particular buildings, 
features or spaces should not be taken to imply that they are of no 
interest. 

Throughout the text, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority will be 
referred to as ‘we’, or ‘the Authority’. 

This appraisal has been prepared by Jonathan Ratter BA MA DipSurv IHBC 

MRICS acting as a consultant to the Authority. It follows a format that they 
have established for conservation area appraisals. It was edited by Gaby 
Rose, the Authority’s Building Conservation Officer, who has also created 
the graphic illustrations. 

1.1 The Area 

The Askrigg Conservation Area was designated in 1987. It is now one of 
forty-seven such designations within the Yorkshire Dales National Park. 
An area of 55.8 hectares (138 acres) encompasses most of the village 
and some of its surroundings (see 7.4). The overall character of the place 
is of a compact settlement that has not expanded significantly since the 
nineteenth century and is rural with vernacular architecture and a natural 
landscape setting. It is an attractive conservation area and is generally in 
good condition (see 4.4.h). 

1.2 The Appraisal 

Purpose. Every conservation area has a distinctive character which has 
been shaped over time by its natural and man-made surroundings. This 
appraisal is an opportunity to re-assess the Askrigg Conservation Area, 
and to evaluate and record its special interest (see 3.0-4.0). It will set out 
how the place has evolved, draw out the key elements of its character 
and quality as it is now, define what is positive and negative, and suggest 
opportunities for beneficial change. However, neither the designation nor 
the appraisal should be seen as an end in itself, but rather as a step 
towards the preservation and enhancement of Askrigg’s character and 
appearance, providing a basis for making sustainable decisions about its 
future. Conservation areas can be susceptible to both incremental and 
dramatic change due to neglect caused by economic decline, as well as 
over-investment and pressure for development. Hence this appraisal 
aims to counteract threats which would alter what made the area 
attractive and unique in the first place, and to help promote positive 
change. 

PART I  
CHARACTER APPRAISAL 

 1  DCLG et al. 2010, 
paragraphs 5, 6 & 8. 

  



 

6 

The appraisal provides information about the Askrigg Conservation Area 
for residents, the wider public and other stakeholders. However, it is 
always advisable to contact the National Park Authority before 
undertaking any work within the area. 

Scope. This document is divided into two parts:  

 Part I: The character appraisal highlights what is 
architecturally and historically important about the 
Askrigg Conservation Area, identifies any problems within 
it and assesses whether its boundary is still appropriate.  

 Part II: The management plan contains proposals for 
preserving and/or enhancing the character of the Askrigg 
Conservation Area. 

The appraisal is based on site visits undertaken between November 2019 
and September 2020, examination of all records within the boundary in 
the Authority’s Historic Environment Record, primary sources including 
historical maps and aerial photographs, as well as secondary sources 
and input from the local community. Literature and websites which may 
be of further interest are listed at the back (see 9.1).  

This draft document is now available for public consultation (see 5.0). It 
will be reviewed in the light of comments received before being adopted 
by the Authority.  

1.3 Summary of Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

The Askrigg Conservation Area at a Glance: 

Year of designation: 1987 see 1.1 

Date of last review: None see 1.0 

Location:  Grid ref SD 947 910 (North Yorkshire) see 4.1.a 

Current size: 55.8 hectares (138 acres) see 1.1 

Current boundary: see map see 7.4 

Changes to boundary: Proposed see 5.0 

General character: Linear/gently curving layout, hilly terrain, rural see 4.1.b 

Special interest: Evidence of early origins & historic development, 
C18/19buildings, market town, various industries,     
association with Ingilby/Hartley and ‘All Creatures              
Great and Small’, attractive views & setting see 3.2 

General condition: Good see 4.4.h 

Scheduled monuments: None (one is just outside boundary) see 4.2.b 

Listed buildings: 31 see 4.4.c 

Listed buildings ‘at risk’: None see 4.4.d 

Negative factors: Housing, parking, telegraph poles & overhead                     
wires, solar panels, loss of traditional joinery,         
inappropriate materials see 4.4.h 
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2.0 Planning Policy 

‘Heritage assets’ can include conservation areas, scheduled monuments, 
listed buildings, and buildings and other structures that are of local 
significance but are not formally designated. The Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority’s policies for heritage assets, along with other 
related policies concerning the development and use of land, are set out 
in the Yorkshire Dales National Park Local Plan 2015-30. The policies 
contained within chapter ‘5 Cultural Landscape’ are particularly relevant: 

 L1 – Heritage assets: To ensure development proposals 
conserve and, wherever possible, enhance the heritage 
assets of the National Park. 

 L2 & L3 – Conversion of traditional buildings – 
acceptable uses & building treatment: To allow 
traditional buildings to be converted to alternative uses 
where the building and its surroundings are able to 
accommodate the intensity of the new use and 
associated impacts, and to ensure re-use proposals do 
not undermine the architectural and historic character of 
the building and its landscape setting, or result in other 
harmful impacts. 

 L4 – Demolition and alteration of traditional farm 
buildings: To support the alteration of traditional farm 
buildings where it would prolong their beneficial use and, 
as a last resort, the demolition of some buildings where it 
would not harm the Special Qualities of the National 
Park. 

 L5 – Heritage assets – enabling development: To 
conserve significant heritage assets by permitting 
departures from normal planning policy in circumstances 
where the heritage benefits will outweigh the policy 
disbenefits. 

There are further relevant policies in ‘4 Community’, in particular: 

 C13 – Important open space: To retain the contribution 
that important open spaces make to amenity, recreation 
and the historical character of towns and villages. 

The YDNPA Local Plan is compliant with national legislation, policy and 
guidance which includes the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
2019 and Historic England’s Good Practice Advice Notes 1 – 3. All 
national legislation, policy and guidance are material to individual 
planning and heritage consent decisions.   

2.1 What Is a Conservation Area? 

Section 69(1)(a) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990 defines a conservation area as: 

an area of special architectural or historic interest the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve 

or enhance 

The conservation area boundary is not the same as any development or 
housing boundary identified in the Local Plan and has a different function, 
although in places they may coincide. 
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Designation. It is the duty of the Authority to designate such areas 1, 
preferably with input from the local community. When considering 
designation, local planning authorities should ensure that an area justifies 
such status because of its special architectural or historic interest, and 
that the concept of conservation is not devalued through the designation 
of areas that lack special interest 2. The quality and interest of the overall 
built historic environment rather than of individual buildings should be the 
prime consideration. The courts have held it legitimate to include the 
setting of buildings that form the heart of an area within the conservation 
area boundary 3. 

Review. It is also the duty of the Authority to regularly review its 
conservation areas and, where appropriate, designate new parts 4. 
Likewise, if the original interest is so eroded by subsequent changes that 
it is no longer special, boundary revisions or cancellation should be 
considered. 

Askrigg, like most of the conservation areas within the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park, was designated prior to 1990, when there was no statutory 
requirement for an in-depth character appraisal. The opportunity has 
consequently been taken to review and appraise the area in accordance 
with current guidance. This has the additional advantage of producing a 
robust and consistent document that can be of greater influence in the 
planning process. 

Performance. Further duties of the Authority comprise, in consultation 
with the public, formulating and publishing proposals for the preservation 
and enhancement of conservation areas 5. It will also seriously consider 
the desirability of preserving or enhancing their character or appearance 
when exercising planning powers 6. National Park family indicators 
provide a tool to monitor the National Park Authority’s performance 
regarding these functions. 

Implications. Conservation area designation may result in resource 
implications for owners, developers and residents because of the 
increased statutory controls and particular requirements for the repair and 
alteration of existing, or the construction of new, buildings. Although 
restrictions on permitted development rights (i.e. minor works that do not 
require planning permission) are only very limited inside the National 
Park, Article 4 directions have the power to extend them (see 2.2).  

2.2 Benefits of Designation 

Conservation area status offers advantages to both the public and the 
Authority. 

The public. Conservation areas can enhance economic well-being and 
quality of life, as well as offering a certain amount of continuity and 
stability in a rapidly changing world. At the same time, conservation-led 
change can make a positive contribution, enabling communities to 
regenerate. Appraisals should help guide the form and content of 
development, enhancement of the public realm, traffic management and 
outdoor advertisement. The attractive qualities of an area are beneficial 
to both owners and developers, and estate agents are likely to put 
increasing emphasis on such a location when advertising properties.  

Conservation area appraisals are intended to be informative and 
educational documents about our cultural inheritance and to raise the 
public awareness and support by which the prosperity of an area is 
sustained. They will assist if funding is sought for grant aid and other 
financial assistance to encourage repairs and preventative maintenance. 

 1  Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, section 69(1)(b).  

 2  Department for Communities 
and Local Government 2012, 
para 127 

 3  Historic England 2015c, 2 
 4  Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, section 69(2).  

 5  Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, section 71.  

 6  ibid, section 72.  
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The Authority/local planning authority. Designation helps us to 
manage change by applying robust conservation policies to an area.  

Decision-making – In exercising any planning functions affecting land or 
buildings within a conservation area, the Authority has a general duty 7 to 
pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character and appearance of that area. Planning functions include both 
the formulation of planning policies and the determination of planning 
applications.  Although conservation area designations and character 
appraisals help to inform planning decisions, they alone do not determine 
whether development will or will not be acceptable. The impact of 
development upon the special architectural and historic interest of a 
conservation area needs to be weighed against other planning 
considerations in reaching a decision. In the National Park, the Local 
Plan forms the basis for most planning decisions and its policies allow a 
variety of development types within conservation areas.  

Planning control – Designation automatically brings additional 
safeguards, such as the need for planning permission when demolishing 
unlisted buildings and walls 8 or lopping and felling trees 9. Within the 
National Park conservation area status only has a very limited effect on 
‘permitted development’. This is because the National Park designation 
already restricts permitted development rights 10. 

Article 4 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) Order 2015 enables local planning authorities to further 
withdraw permitted development rights. This would be justified where 
there is firm evidence to suggest that permitted development which could 
damage the character or appearance of a conservation area is taking 
place or is likely to take place, and which should therefore be brought into 
full planning control in the public interest 11. In the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park there are currently only two conservation areas which have 
Article 4 directions: the Settle-Carlisle Railway on the erection of 
telecommunication masts and Castle Bolton in relation to agricultural 
permitted development rights. 

Management plans – Neither the designation of a conservation area nor 
the preparation of a character appraisal is an end in itself. The Authority 
is also required, in consultation with the public, to formulate management 
plans to help preserve and enhance those areas 12. Conservation-area-
specific plans may set out a variety of measures designed to help 
safeguard, manage and improve the area within its historic context; draft 
management proposals for Askrigg are set out in Part II of this document.  

 

  7  ibid, section 72. This duty 
also applies to the Planning 
Inspectorate when 
determining planning 
appeals or conducting 
examinations into the 
soundness of development 
plans.8 Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation 
Areas) Act 1990, section 
74(1).  

 9  Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990, section 211(3).  

10  Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted 
Development) Order 2015, 
schedule 2 part 1. 

11  ibid, Article 4. 
12 Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, section 71. 
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3.0 Special Interest 

The purpose of this appraisal is to define the special interest of the 
Askrigg Conservation Area that warrants its designation, as summarised 
below. A detailed analysis is provided in the next chapter (see 4.0). 

3.1 General 

The special architectural or historic interest of a conservation 
area is reflected in its character or appearance which it is 

desirable to preserve or enhance. 

When defining the special interest of Askrigg, its significance and 
distinctiveness are judged alongside local and regional criteria, whilst 
also recognising values attributed to the area by the local community and 
all those with an interest in it 1. The more clearly special interest is 
defined, the sounder will be the basis for local policies, development 
control decisions and management proposals. This helps reduce the 
potential uncertainty for owners and others when investment or 
development in the area is considered 2. 

The significance of a place embraces all cultural and natural heritage 
values. These are 3: 

 Evidential value: the physical remains of past human 
activity. In the absence of written records, the material 
record provides the only evidence about the distant past. 

 Historical value: the ways in which past people, events 
and aspects of life can be connected through a place to 
the present. 

 Aesthetic value: the sensory and intellectual stimulation 
people draw from a place. It can be the result of the 
design of a place or its (often seemingly organic) 
development over time. 

 Communal value: the meanings of a place for the 
people who relate to it 3. 

3.2 Summary of the Special Interest of the 
Askrigg Conservation Area 

The special character of Askrigg lies in the following: 

 Evidential value: A Bronze-Age ring cairn just outside 
the boundary points to early settlement in the area; the 
parish church and fields with earthwork remains of 
lynchets and ridge and furrow are evidence of medieval 
settlement inside the conservation area (see 4.2.a); 
although its development sequence is not evident, 
Askrigg has grown organically and includes typical 
historic elements like a back lane, ‘public square’ and 
alleyways (see 4.1.b); three surviving former water-
powered mills include an early cotton factory; vernacular 
buildings dating mainly from the late 18th and 19th 
centuries (see 4.4.c);  

 Historical value: probably associated with a nearby pre-
historic settlement site; gained importance in the 
medieval era; became a market town in 1587 and 
developed as a centre for various industries and trades; 
connection to the railway network in 1877 that improved 

1  Historic England 2016a, 13.   
2  ibid, 5. 
3  English Heritage 2008, 21 & 

28-32. 
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access but failed to stimulate significant economic 
development (see 4.4.g); home for over 50 years of 
Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby whose work to research 
and promote the history of the Dales included a history of 
the village published in 1953 (see 4.2.a). 

 Aesthetic value: several attractive views, both within the 
Conservation Area and when viewed from a distance, 
and a variety of well-related spaces within the village, 
particularly around the Market Place (see 4.3). 

 Communal value: the fine landscape setting of the 
village, served by an extensive network of footpaths (see 
4.1.c + 4.3.b); attractive historic environment and use as 
a location for filming the 1978-1990 TV series ‘All 
Creatures Great and Small’ draws walkers and tourists to 
visit and stay in the Conservation Area, and provides a 
desirable place to live and work for permanent residents 
(see 4.4.g) 

3.3 Summary of Issues Threatening the Special 
Interest of Conservation Area 

The main detractors, problems and pressures threatening the special 
interest of the Askrigg Conservation Area are listed below. They will be 
discussed in more detail in the next chapter (see 4.4.h). 

 High proportion of seconds homes and holiday lets, and 
a lack of affordable housing for permanent residents; 

 Lack of off-street car parking leading to haphazard 
parking throughout the village; 

 Telegraph poles and overhead wires impacting key 
views; 

 Solar panels in sensitive locations; 

 Loss of traditional external joinery (mainly timber sash 
windows and panelled doors) and replacement with 
uPVC. 

 Use of inappropriate cement mortar for pointing of 
traditional buildings, including strap pointing. 

Some of these issues could be addressed through statutory action by the 
Authority. For example, Article 4 directions can provide better control on 
alterations within the conservation area (see 2.2). 

Proposals for the management of the Askrigg Conservation Area are 
outlined in Part II. 
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4.0 Assessing Special Interest 

This chapter comprises a detailed analysis of the special interest of the 
Askrigg Conservation Area with regard to its location and setting, historic 
development and archaeology, spatial issues, and character. A summary 
of the special interest has already been provided (see 3.2). 

4.1 Location and Setting 

This section describes the location and context, general character and 
plan form, and landscape setting of the Askrigg Conservation Area. 

a) Location and Context 

The village of Askrigg lies within the civil parish of Askrigg, North 
Yorkshire, and is located in the eastern part of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park in Wensleydale. Its national grid reference is SD 947 910. 
The nearest larger settlement is the market town of Hawes, just over five 
miles to the west. The map below (figure 01) shows that Askrigg lies 
along the quieter ‘upper route’ through the dale, which runs parallel to the 
A684 between Leyburn and Hawes. 

 

A detailed map of Askrigg Conservation Area, as designated in 1987, can 
be found in the appendix (see 7.4). 

This attractive village is surrounded by an extensive network of footpaths 
(figure 11) and is a popular starting point for walks into the superb 
surrounding countryside. Its popularity was boosted in the 1980s by its 
role as the fictional Darrowby in the BBC TV series ‘All creatures Great 
and Small’, and it still attracts tourists from all over the world. A rapid 
change to the appearance of the Conservation Area is unlikely. Askrigg is 
designated as a service village under Policy SP3 of the Yorkshire Dales 
Local Plan 2015-30, and the current service village boundary is distinct 
from the conservation area boundary, enclosing a smaller area. No 
potential housing development sites are identified, which means that 
significant new construction which could impact on the character of the 
village is unlikely. However, with many houses now being second homes, 
the long-term vitality of the village is a growing concern (see 4.4g). 

Buildings in the main built-up part of the village are generally in good 
condition. Several former Buildings at Risk were successfully brought 
back into use in the 1990s by conversion to holiday or residential use, 

Figure 01: Location map of 
Askrigg, to no specific scale © 
Crown copyright and database 
rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740 
 

N 
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including those in Lodge Yard (figure 32) and the (non-listed) former 
Methodist Chapel in Station Road. The wider Conservation Area includes 
several field barns, some of which, including the prominent Croft Hill Barn 
(figure 45), are now roofless. West Mill (figure 76) is no longer in use 
and requires maintenance to prevent its condition deteriorating; it is 
currently marked as ‘vulnerable’ on the Authority’s Buildings at Risk 
Register. The Power House at Mill Gill (figure 43) is an unusual survival 
of part of an early 20th century electricity generation scheme that is now 
becoming ruinous. 

The remaining working farms are on the edges of the village, on Station 
Road, Moor Road and Leyburn Road. Their modern steel-framed 
buildings covered with corrugated sheeting, and the outdoor storage of 
plastic-wrapped silage bales, inevitably have some visual impact, but this 
is limited to the periphery of the village. Other employment within the 
Conservation Area is provided by two hotels, a pub, a café, a village 
shop, the holiday development at Lodge Yard, the outdoor centre at Low 
Mill, and a large animal feed depot (figure 94). 

The primary school now occupies part of the former Yorebridge Grammar 
School buildings, outside the Conservation Area on the western approach 
to the village. Other parts of the former school are used by the 
Wensleydale Centre, a sports and leisure centre run by a local 
community group. Also on the western approach are buildings on the 
former station site, which are now in business and light industrial use. 

b) General Character and Plan Form 

General character. The nature of the Askrigg Conservation Area reflects 
its heyday as a market town at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, with 
the Church (figure 46), churchyard and Market Place in the centre of the 
village and sandstone buildings with a picturesque variety of sizes, 
heights and alignments lining its streets. The majority of buildings are 
houses or former houses and most of the windows are, or were, double-
hung sashes in vertical openings. Many have private gardens, often to 
the rear, but there are also a few front gardens. Outbuildings (some now 
converted) are mostly set back behind the main buildings and include 
former barns and coach houses. There are three pubs, two of which are 
also hotels occupying what were once the houses of prosperous 
residents. 

The hilly terrain and the gentle curves in Main Street through the village 
add interest as different views are revealed (see 4.3.b); however, both 
road sides are often heavily parked up, with the vehicles detracting from 
the character of the village centre (see 4.4.h). An important feature is the 
numerous narrow lanes and footways leading off the main streets, giving 
glimpses out to the nearby open countryside and access to the few areas 
of development in depth. 

The main open space within the centre of the village is the cobbled 
Market Place, although now also often congested by car parking. The 
main green space is the adjoining churchyard, with a graveyard extension 
to the south-west; both are no longer used for burials and have mown 
grass with widely-spaced headstones and tombs. This fine setting for the 
Church (figure 46) is completed by modest vernacular terraces of houses 
forming a slightly asymmetric square, from which are effective contrasting 
views up Main Street (figure 21) and out across the valley (figure 23).  

On Moor Road, across Askrigg Beck at the north end of the village, the 
hillside climbs more steeply, with views over the village (figure 17). Here, 
many of the buildings are more widely spaced, with some set back from 
the road. Several of them face south, with their gables facing onto the 
road. As well as gardens enclosed by walls and hedges, there is an open 
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area of neatly mown grass on the eastern side of the road which appears 
to be a communal area, as it contains a tap (figure 10). No buildings are 
depicted in this area on Jeffrey’s map of Yorkshire, published in 1771 
(figure 02). However, it is likely that there were some buildings present 
along Moor Road at the time of Jeffrey’s map, possibly farmhouses and 
barns/outbuildings, which did not form part of the core of Askrigg at that 
time, and which were further developed and infilled between the late 18th 
and mid-19th century, resulting in the more dispersed character of this 
part of the settlement.    

 

The western boundary of the Conservation Area follows Mill Gill which, as 
the name suggests, was used to provide water power. The banks of the 
stream are wooded, and the southern bank is particularly steep-sided. At 
the outer tip of the boundary is Mill Gill Fall (figure 34), which was 
painted by JMW Turner in c1816 1.   

To the south of the village are Askrigg Bottoms, where the flat lands on 
the north side of the River Ure widen. They are crossed by the track-bed 
of the former Wensleydale Railway, which is partly in a cutting. The track-
bed remains as a prominent earthwork that forms the southern boundary 
of the Conservation Area, but the former station site is outside the 
boundary. 

Plan form. Askrigg is essentially a long, curving, sloping main street lined 
by tall stone buildings in an almost unbroken frontage. It lies on an 
unclassified road that branches from the main A684 west of Hawes and 
follows the north side of the River Ure towards Leyburn. As it enters the 
village from the west the road turns uphill towards the north (figure 24), 
away from the river, and then as it leaves it turns east and north-east to 
follow the edge of Nappa Scar. At the top end of Main Street there is a T-
junction (figure 18), with the road to Leyburn taking the right-hand branch 
and the single-track road straight ahead leading to Askrigg Moor, where it 
divides to give two possible routes over the watershed to Swaledale. 

Silver Street is opposite the Market Place (figure 30) and leads to 
Cringley Lane, which was the main route from the village to meadow land 
next to the river. At the junction of Silver Street and Cringley Lane, a track 
branches north to emerge onto Leyburn Road. This is a typical ‘Back 
Lane’ behind the gardens of houses that face Main Street and Elm Hill 
(figure 31). Throughout the village there are alleyways which lead from 
the main road to the rear areas of the houses, outbuildings and gardens. 

Broadly speaking, Askrigg can be classed as a linear settlement, as the 
main buildings generally follow the road. The linear character is slightly 
lost at the southern end where the buildings form an open cluster around 

Figure 02: ‘The County of York 
Engraved by Thomas Jeffrey, 
Plate VI’, published in 1771, 
reference ZDU[6]42, North 
Yorkshire Record Office 
 

1  www.tate.org.uk/art/ 
artworks/turner-mill-gill-fall-
near-askrigg-wensleydale-
d25255 
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the Market Place and church yard. Generally, though, the built form is 
rather dense, in particular along both sides of Main Street. 

A network of public footpaths surrounds the village (figure 11), and 
although their formal designation as public rights of way is relatively 
recent, many appear to follow historic routes that gave access to 
surrounding land or linked settlements. 

c) Landscape Setting 

The fine landscape setting of the village provides a communal value by 
attracting walkers and visitors into the conservation area and providing a 
high-quality place to live for residents, which is part of the special interest 
of the Askrigg Conservation Area (see 3.0). 

Land form. Askrigg is located in Wensleydale, an exceptionally broad, U-
shaped valley with a grand scale and long views to the open surrounding 
moorland ridges. To the northeast above the settlement, the dale has a 
stepped slope profile and scars that run in pale coloured, horizontal 
bands along the valley side, with outcropping rock above large areas of 
scree. On the valley floor, the River Ure follows a sinuous course. There 
is a distinctive hummocky landform resulting from glacial deposition 
including valley-floor moraines and drumlins. The field pattern is often 
obscured by the characteristic rolling valley-floor landform and extensive 
tree cover; fields are typically enclosed by a mix of stone walls and 
hedgerows 2. 

Askrigg lies a short way up the northern dale slope, in a favoured location 
on the sheltered lower fell slopes of Askrigg Common dominated by 
Ellerkin Scar. With extensive views across the valley to high moorland, 
Raydale and the distinctive crags of Addlebrough, this is an outstanding 
setting within which to stage perhaps the most effective and characteristic 
of Dales settlements 3. Being situated on higher ground also means that 
the village can be viewed from across the other dale side, set within a 
matrix of stone-walled fields and barns (figure 03).  

 

The landscape is an integral part of the area’s character, not only due to 
the setting of Askrigg and its visibility from the surrounding area, but also 
because of the views of the landscape from within the settlement (see 
4.3.b). Much of the immediate setting has been included in the 
Conservation Area designation, such as the surrounding open fields and 
the wooded, steeply sloped Mill Gill. Inside the village, the sloped terrain 
provides an interesting mix of open views and confined ones, giving 
some buildings and features an expansive view of the landscape in the 
background, and confining others to much more limited views.  

2  Sheils Flynn 2020 
3  Lamb 1991 
 
 

Figure 03: View of Askrigg 
across the dale from A684 
(Peter Reynolds, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Askrigg Beck goes through the north-eastern part of the village, 
separating Moor Road from the main, and older, part of the settlement. 
Landscape features also include archaeological earthworks and the 
dismantled railway (figure 04).  

 

Geology. The underlying geology is the alternating beds of limestone, 
sandstone and shale that form the Yoredale Series. The characteristic 
stepped valley sides formed by glaciation and differential erosion are 
most apparent to the east and north-east of the village where there are 
exposed limestone scars.  

Field boundaries are almost all defined by dry stone walls, which are built 
with the same stone as the buildings and boundary walls within the 
village, linking it visually with the surrounding landscape. They are also of 
archaeological value as evidence of past enclosures. 

4.2 Historic Development and Archaeology 

This section describes the origins, archaeology and historic development 
of the Askrigg Conservation Area. 

a) Origins and Historic Development of the Area 

The development of the settlement provides a historical value which is 
part of the special interest of the Askrigg Conservation Area (see 3.0). 

The name “Askrigg” derives from Old Norse, having two likely meanings: 
“aska” (meaning “ashes” or “ash”), or “askr” (meaning “Ash tree”), 
combined with “hryggr” (meaning “ridge” or “spine”). Thus, the name may 
have the meaning “Ash Tree Ridge”, or alternatively it might mean 
“Burnt/Ashen Ridge” 4. The survival of numerous Old Norse place names 
in much of northern and eastern England relates to the period from the 
late-9th century until the early-11th century when the laws of Norse settlers 
held sway in an area which came to be known as the “Danelaw”. 
However, the roots of settlement at Askrigg are likely to pre-date the 
period of Norse settlement, and there is earlier evidence of human 
activity in the immediate vicinity. A ring cairn just 580mm west of the 
church provides evidence of much earlier human activity. The scheduled-
monument description identifies it as a ritual site of probable bronze-age 
date 5 (c2500 – c800 BC). It is likely that the ring cairn is associated with 
a nearby prehistoric settlement, and between Askrigg and Low Straits 
Lane there are earthwork remains of a possible scooped settlement.  

Askrigg was recorded by the Domesday survey of 1086 as ‘Ascric’, 
comprising five ploughlands, i.e. five areas that could each be ploughed 
by eight oxen a year. The Domesday Book entry also implies that 

4  Oxford Reference (website) 
5  National Heritage List for 

England (website) 
6  Open Domesday (website) 
7  Lamb 1991 
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Figure 04: Landscape features, 
to no specific scale; 
conservation area boundary as 
designated in 1987 in pink 
(based on aerial © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YNPA, 2020) 
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following the Conquest, Askrigg did not receive a Norman lord 6. By the 
end of the 12th century the large parish of Aysgarth had been formed and 
a chapel of ease had been built at Askrigg, which was by then a thriving 
community serving Wensleydale forest. The chapel was rebuilt in the 15th 
century and is now St Oswald’s Church (figure 46) in the Benefice of 
Upper Wensleydale. A market charter was granted in 1587, allowing a 
weekly market and three fairs to be held 7. Apart from the church, no 
medieval buildings survive. 

An exceptionally fine building was the Old Hall, which was destroyed by 
fire in 1935. It had four-storey projecting bays of transomed-mullioned 
windows to either side of the main elevation. The Old Hall was the focal 
point of the Market Place and had an unusual balcony on the second 
floor between the projecting bays accessed by two doorways with 
classical pedimented surrounds (figure 05). According to a source on the 
Authority’s HER, the balcony was used for watching bull baiting on the 
Market Place. It also points out that an inscription above one of the 
ground-floor entrances said ‘Gulielmus Thornton posuit hanc domum 
MDCLXXVIII’, which the article translated as the house being built in 
1678; alternatively, it may mean that Thornton occupied (‘made his 
home’) the Old Hall at that point, no doubt with associated building works. 

 

Today, one substantial 17th-century house remains, now West End 
House and The Cottage (figures 70 & 71), as well as the more 
fragmentary remains of a few others that have been greatly altered. Most 
of the buildings in the village date from the last few decades of the 18th 
century and the first half of the 19th century, with a few dating from later in 
the 19th century. This was a period of prosperity based on local industries 
that included farming, stone quarrying, lead mining, hosiery, textiles and 
clock-making, as well as the trades needed by the surrounding farming 
community.  

Askrigg is situated along what was once a busy drove road from the 
Scottish Borders 8. In 1751 an Act of Parliament was passed for making a 
Turnpike road from Richmond to Lancaster, passing through Askrigg. In 
1761 a further Act was passed, for a road from Askrigg to Sedbergh and 
Kendal. This increased the prosperity of Askrigg as a market centre for 
Wensleydale. The road to Lancaster originally took a difficult high-level 
route across Wether Fell and over Cam, but in 1795 it was diverted via 
Hawes and Widdale. This began the slow decline of Askrigg and the 
growth of Hawes 9.  

As its name suggests, Mill Gill was a source of water power. Three 
former mill buildings remain (West Mill (figure 76), Flax Mill Farm (figure 
75) and Low Mill) as well as the complex remains of ponds, weirs and 
leats that supplied them with water. After Richard Arkwright’s patent on 

Figure 05: The Old Hall, 1928 
(personal collection) 
 

8  Lamb 1991 
9  Hartley & Ingilby 1953, p 108 
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his cotton-spinning machinery was overthrown in 1783, speculators 
sought out sites with a good water supply and available labour suitable 
for building ‘Arkwright’ spinning mills. One of the sites was at Askrigg, 
where a cotton mill was built in 1785. Like many other similar water-
powered mills in remote locations, its prosperity was short-lived and it 
became a flax mill before being converted into a house and barn in the 
1830s 10.  

In 1877 the North Eastern Railway opened a station to the west of the 
village on a new line from Leyburn that connected with the line that the 
Midland Company was building to Hawes. Regular passenger services 
ended in 1954, goods services ended in 1964 and the track was removed 
in 1965 10.  

There was little building activity within the Conservation Area in the first 
half of the 20th century, and only small-scale developments in the second 
half. These included new houses on Mill Lane (figure 29) and to the 
north of Leyburn Road (figure 92). The most substantial development in 
the middle of the village was conversion and rebuilding in Lodge Yard 
(figure 32) to create 29 holiday cottages and apartments after the site 
was bought by Holiday Cottage Bond in 1995. The map regression below 
shows the change between 1854 and today (figure 06); the main area of 
growth has been to the southwest. 

 

 

b) Archaeology 

There are no Scheduled Monuments within the Conservation Area 
boundary; however, the scheduled ‘Ring cairn 580m west of Askrigg 
church’ is in close proximity to the boundary and evidence for pre-historic 
settlement in the area (see 4.2.a).  

Figure 06: Map regression 1854 
(top) and today (bottom); to no 
specific scale; conservation area 
boundary as designated in 1987 
in pink (graphics Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 
 

10  Aspin 2003, pp 425-426 
11  Hallas 1991 
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The most prominent earthworks are the remains of ridge and furrow and 
lynchets in the fields surrounding the village (figure 07), indicating where 
there were individual strips of cultivated land in the medieval common 
fields. They are to the north-west and east of the settlement and partly 
within the boundary of the Conservation Area (figure 04).  

 

At Mill Gill, there are earthwork remains of watercourses and dams 
associated with the mills. 

Information about individual historic environment features and surveys 
can be found on the Yorkshire Dales National Park Historic Environment 
Record (HER), a dynamic computer database linked to a Geographic 
Information System (GIS). It is updated as new information becomes 
available and contains over 100 entries within the Askrigg Conservation 
Area. 

4.3 Spatial Analysis 

This section describes the character and interrelationship of spaces, as 
well as the key views and vistas of the Askrigg Conservation Area. 
Attractive views and well-related spaces provide an aesthetic value, 
which is part of the special interest of the Askrigg Conservation Area (see 
3.0). 

  

Figure 07: Earthwork remains 
of ridge and furrow and lynchets 
to north-west of village (YDNPA, 
Gaby Rose, 2020) 
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a) Character and Interrelationship of Spaces within the Area 

 

The above map shows key elements in the Askrigg Conservation Area 
which physically define space, such as building frontages, prominent and 
open spaces, as well as landmarks – the Church (figure 46) and Market 
Cross (figure 68). It should be noted that the spaces defined here are not 
those set out in Policy C13 of the Local Plan, although naturally they 
often overlap in areas. 

The main (open) space is around the Market Place and church yard, and 
includes sections of Main Street to the south and Mill Lane to the west 
until it meets a smaller, more enclosed square (figure 09). In general, the 
space around the Church and Market Cross has an open feeling, 
although the churchyard wall and trees interrupt that to some degree. 
Overall, the buildings in this area are set back from the road, in contrast 
with the Main Street section carrying on from here to the northeast, where 
the buildings more closely line the roadside, resulting in a more confined 
space. This main space is included in many of the key views (see 4.3.b), 
with the Market Place being the centre piece of the village. 

 

Figure 08: Definition of space; 
map to no specific scale; 
conservation area boundary as 
designated in 1987 in pink 
(based on map © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Figure 09: Smaller square on 
Mill Lane; note single overhead 
wires spanning between 
buildings (YDNPA, Gaby Rose, 
2020) 
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The next defined space is at Elm Hill, with the Crown Inn and Woodburn 
House facing onto it. These buildings are focal points here, as can be 
seen in two key views (figures 18 & 19). The space is also much defined 
by its terrain, with the slopes of Elm Hill and Moor Road providing a more 
enclosed character. Nevertheless, the east side is open with a view of 
Askrigg Beck running underneath, parallel to the road to Leyburn.  

The final space is the green further up Moor Road (figure 10), with the 
communal tap along the road, which is an area with an open character. 
Buildings are generally kept to the east, but they are perceived as well 
set back, with shallow front gardens providing a buffer zone.  

 

    

b) Key Views and Vistas  

The fine landscape setting and well-kept historic environment provide a 
communal value by attracting walkers and visitors into the conservation 
area and providing a high-quality place to live for residents, which is part 
of the special interest of the Askrigg Conservation Area (see 3.0). 
However, the landscape can only be appreciated if views exist that 
embrace it, as is the case with Askrigg. The map below (figure 11) 
identifies important views into, out of and within the Conservation Area, 
as well as the main focal point, the Church (figure 46), which draws the 
eye from various locations. However, the key views shown here are not 
exhaustive; due to the number of footpaths surrounding the village, there 
may well be many further ones. 

Figure 10: Green space along 
Moor Road with covered tap in 
the foreground right and drain in 
walling in the background left; 
see close-up shots; also note 
the telegraph pole on the green 
to the left and the spruce tree 
(figure 85) to the right (YDNPA, 
Gaby Rose, 2020) 
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(1) This is an important view from the main road, just before you enter the 
village when coming from Bainbridge. The view is across two fields with a 
diagonal flagged/cobbled footpath (figure 77) leading the eye onto the 
Church tower (figure 46) in an elevated position, and New Row (figure 
74) in front. To the right is the prominent gable of the Vicarage, and 
where its boundary wall meets the footpath, there is a redundant gateway 
(figure 79). The twentieth-century houses along Mill Lane (figure 29) are 
in the background to the left. Mature trees make a positive contribution 
(figure 82). 

 

(2) This is the view from the opposite direction, from New Row (figure 
74) to the main road and across the open landscape beyond. The 
Vicarage is to the left and redundant gateway (figure 79) more prominent 
along the path. The telegraph pole behind the gateway has a negative 
visual impact on both key views 1 & 2. 

 

Figure 11: Key views; map to 
no specific scale; conservation 
area boundary as designated in 
1987 in pink; footpaths in blue 
dashed lines (based on map © 
Crown copyright and database 
rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

N 

External view 
 
Internal view 
 
Landmark  
 

1 & 2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 9 & 

10 
 
11 & 12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

Figure 12: View 1 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 13: View 2 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 
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(3) This view is at the west end of the village, when stepping off Mill Lane 
onto the flagged footpath that leads to West Mill (figure 76) and the Mill 
Gill Woodland (figure 34) beyond. To the left a field barn is just visible 
amongst the trees, and to the right are the remains of the former ridge 
and furrow and lynchets fields (figure 07). The field is grown to a hay 
meadow in late spring and summer (figure 91). 

 

(4) The view is taken from an elevated position on a public footpath 
running through fields between the road to Worton and Main Street, 
looking northeast, away from the village. It shows a barns-and-walls 
landscape in the background. 

 

(5) This view is taken from the same public footpath as the previous view, 
looking onto the village from an elevated position to the east. The 
drystone wall running from the left to the centre is the southern stretch of 
the Back Lane, so quite a similar view point as the one shown later 
(figure 31). Also note the two roofs with solar panels to the centre left, 
which have a negative visual impact (see 4.4.h) 

Figure 14: View 3 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 15: View 4 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 
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(6) View looking down Moor Road towards Elm Hill. Note the telegraph 
poles and overhead wires which have a negative visual impact (see 
4.4.h) 

 

(7) View looking west at the junction of Leyburn Road, Elm Hill and Moor 
Road. Askrigg Beck is behind the wall at the left and passes under the 
road at this point. Note the telegraph pole and overhead wires which 
have a negative visual impact (see 4.4.h) 

 

(8) This ‘classic’ view is from Elm Hill and shows The Crown Inn (figure 
37) to the left, Woodburn House (figure 59) in the centre with Moor Road 
going up the hill, and a more inconspicuous building to the right. A similar 
photo taken in 1909 12 depicts in the location of the latter, an outbuilding 
with an external staircase leading to a first-floor door, and to the right a 
cart entrance with forking hole above; a lower two-storey house was 

Figure 16: View 5 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 17: View 6 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 18: View 7 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

12  www.alamy.com/askrigg-the-
village-1906-
image352593961.html 
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attached to the right. A photo taken in 1929 13  shows the current house 
with large ground-floor shop window to the left. Today overhead wires 
span from several buildings to a single pole to the left of the Crown, and 
there is also a roof with solar panels in the background, all of which has a 
negative visual impact on the character of the Conservation Area (see 
4.4.h) 

 

(9) View down Main Street to the Church (figure 46), again, a much 
photographed shot throughout time, and little has changed except for the 
parked cars (though only few at the time of this visit), tarmac road 
surfacing and overhead wires. Also note the two prominent Sycamore 
trees at the church yard (figure 84) which take away from the Church 
tower being the only focal point. Interestingly, a photo of 1906 shows that 
there had been two further such trees to the right around the churchyard 
wall 14, concealing the view onto the tower even more, but these had 
disappeared by 1914 15. 

 

(10) Likewise, the view up Main Street has been a popular photography 
subject, often also taken further down from market square with the 
Market Cross in the foreground (figure 68). Whilst there is no focal point 
in the distance, it is the curving road and stepped buildings which create 
interest here. This section is often very heavily parked-up, making 
through-traffic difficult at times, in particular when larger vehicles are 
involved (see 4.4.h). 

Figure 19: View 8 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 20: View 9 (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

14   www.francisfrith.com/ 
askrigg/askrigg-1906_56017 

15 www.francisfrith.com/ 
askrigg/askrigg-main-street-
1914_67231 

 
 
 

13 www.francisfrith.com/ 
askrigg/askrigg-1929_82590 
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(11) Views from the lower end of the Market Place have proven popular 
too, especially those taken further uphill with the Market Cross in the 
foreground and the Old Hall as the focal point (figure 68). Today, the 
stepped arrangement of the listed buildings slightly downhill to the right 
(figure 64 – 66) adds a similar interest to the previous view. Also note the 
two prominent Sycamore trees at the church yard (figure 84) to the left, 
and that there are no overhead wires spoiling the view. However, the car 
parking situation can be a problem here (see 4.4.h). 

 

(12) This view is from the opposite direction with the Market Cross 
(figure 68) in the foreground to the right and the aforementioned listed 
buildings to the left side of the street. Again their stepped arrangement 
and the curving road create interest, and looking downhill, there are also 
views out into the open countryside beyond. 

 

Figure 21: View 10 (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 23: View 12 (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 22: View 11 (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 



 

27 

(13) View looking from Station Road towards the village centre. Note the 
telegraph pole and overhead wires which have a negative visual impact 
(see 4.4.h). 

 

(14) View looking down the alleyway that provides access to the houses 
to the west of the churchyard. 

 

4.4 Character Analysis 

This section is key to the appraisal. It considers the character of the 
Askrigg Conservation Area: its different character zones, land uses, 
buildings and other heritage assets, traditional materials, local details and 
the public realm, biodiversity, as well as its general condition. 

a) Definition of Character Zones  

Unlike some more urban conservation areas, which have distinct zones 
that can be defined according to the ages or architectural styles of their 
buildings, or by their predominant uses, most of Askrigg is more uniform 
according to these criteria. The three suggested character zones (figure 
26) are therefore just broad subdivisions comprising the Main Town (1) 
and the Upper Village (2), with Askrigg Beck being the boundary line 
between them, and The Mills (3) to the west. Each zone contains various 
subzones.  

Figure 24: View 13 (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 25: View 14 (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 
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(1) Main Town has the oldest buildings of Askrigg, having developed over 
many hundreds of years. It therefore contains a variety of subzones, each 
with their own distinct character.  

(a) Market Place. This is the historic core of Askrigg and a reminder that it 
was once a market town. It is an open space that includes cobbling 
(figure 77), the Market Cross (figure 68), Pump (figure 69), churchyard, 
churchyard wall (figure 40), Church (figure 46) and two prominent 
Sycamore trees (figure 84). On the north side of the entrance to Mill 
Lane there are two-storey houses with a picturesque irregularity, 
including West End House (figure 71), possibly the oldest surviving 
house in the village. This is subzone has already been identified as an 
important open space (figure 08) with two focal points, and well bounded 
by buildings. It also contains key views (figures 22 & 23), and has been 
the subject of photography (figure 05) and artwork for a very long time.  

 

(b) West of Church. To the west of the Church there is a group of 
buildings that includes some that probably have a 17th century origin. On 
their west side there is an is an alleyway that has a more urban 
character, with stone paving that was laid in the early 1990s by the 
National Park Authority as part of an enhancement scheme. On one side 
it is bounded by a tall stone rubble wall, and on the other by buildings 
interspersed with entrances and courtyards, which has been identified as 
a key view (figure 25). From within this subzone, there is also an 
impressive view of the Church tower (figure 28). 

Figure 26: Character zones; 
map to no specific scale; 
conservation area boundary as 
designated in 1987 in pink 
(based on map © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

N 

Figure 27: Market Place, 
viewed from Main Street, with 
Mill lane to the right of the 
Church (Gaby Rose, YDNPA, 
2020) 
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(c) Mill Lane. This opens out to housing built at various dates in the later 
20th century, set back behind gardens and including semi-detached pairs 
as well as a 2-storey block of flats. 

 

(d) Silver Street. This begins as a narrow alleyway between buildings on 
the east side of the Market Place, before opening out. This was the main 
route to the meadow land beside the river and has a double curve that is 
typical of medieval field boundaries where ploughing was done by teams 
of oxen. Currently, there are many overhead wires spanning between the 
buildings, and there are also a couple of satellite dishes, all of which is 
more evident when looking from the opposite end. 

 

(e) Back Lane. As Silver Street turns north, it becomes a gravelled lane 
parallel to Main Street, a historic layout that can be found in other Dales 

Figure 28: West of Church 
(Gaby Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 29: Mill Lane; also note 
the Silver Birch (figure 85) in 
the background, and the two 
telegraph poles and multiple 
overhead wires having a visual 
negative impact (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 30: Silver Street, viewed 
from Market Place; note the 
historic railings and satellite dish 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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villages. There are two different characters to this lane. Firstly, after 
leaving Silver Street there is a tall boundary wall to the left and modern 
houses to the right, which are set at an angle with spaces in between 
them. The lane gently rises uphill, and just before it slopes downhill, it 
becomes a grass surface with drystone walls to both sides, with the rear 
gardens of the properties along Main Street to the left, and fields to the 
right, before descending onto Leyburn Road. From the top there is a 
good view over the north end of the village and wider countryside, which 
is similar to one of the key views from a nearby location (figure 16). 

 

 

(f) Lodge Yard. This was redeveloped in the 1990s by the Holiday 
Property Bond as self-catering accommodation. It is an attractive and 
high-quality development that retained the listed buildings. It did involve 
significant rebuilding, new additions in matching rubble-faced walling, re-
roofing and replacement of all joinery. Inevitably some historical 
authenticity, and some of its previous character, was lost. 

 

Figure 32: Lodge Yard 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 31: Back Lane; top: 
southern stretch, note multiple 
overhead wires; bottom: 
northern stretch (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 
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(g) Elm Hill. At the top of Elm Hill, the main road through the village (Main 
Street) levels out at the junction of Leyburn Road and Moor Road, so 
there is a bit of overlap with Character Zone 2. Woodburn House (figure 
59), dated 1834, is prominent at the corner because of its height, its 
alignment and its hipped roof. The Crown Inn (figure 37) is also 
prominent because of its cream-painted walls and cobbled forecourt. 
Both buildings are focal points in two key views (figures 18 & 19).  

(2) Upper Village. This zone includes Moor Road and Leyburn Road and 
has a more open character. Moor Road is steeply-sloping, with buildings 
with a variety of alignments. Some are next to the road, some set back, 
with gardens, walls and open spaces between. 

(h) At the bottom of the Moor Road, the buildings line the road tightly, 
creating a more confined atmosphere, as shown in one of the key views 
(figure 17). 

(i) Further up Moor Road is the unenclosed green, which has been 
identified as an important open space (figure 10).  

(i) In contrast, Leyburn Road is flat and runs parallel to Askrigg Beck. A 
modern housing development to the north side is set well back from the 
road, with a public car park creating a buffer zone (figure 92). Older 
buildings at the junction and between the road and the beck line the 
roadside. The buildings on the way out of the village are set back and do 
not draw much attention, although an old barn, located on the left before 
the road turns up the hill, provides a roadside focal point (figure 33). 

 

(3) The Mills. This character zone has only very few buildings, namely the 
three mills and associated structures and a field barn. 

(k) This subzone is a more open area between the west end of the village 
and Mill Gill, which is shown in one of the key views (figure 14). 

(l) The largest part of this character zone is occupied by an ancient semi-
natural woodland surrounding Mill Gill, which is a wildlife habitat (see 
4.4.f). It also contains structures and earthworks associated with the 
mills, as well as the site of West Mill (figure 76); however, man-made 
structures are not the main characteristic in this area which is much 
dominated by trees. There is an attractive footpath along the western 
boundary, between mature trees and a drystone wall to the open 
landscape. Towards the end of the conservation area boundary, the 
footpath forks, with the right branch leading to the dramatic waterfall 
falling about 70 feet over a succession of ledges (figure 34). 

Figure 33: Leyburn Road, 
looking east, with the barn in the 
background, centre left, and a 
telegraph pole in the foreground 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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b) Activity and Prevailing or Former Uses and Their Influence on 
Plan Form and Buildings 

There have been various uses (other than residential) in the Askrigg 
Conservation Area, which can be broadly categorised into commercial, 
industrial and agricultural. Some trades and industries have already been 
mentioned earlier (see 4.2.a). 

Commercial. A market was held in Askrigg until the middle of the 19th 
century, when its popularity declined as Hawes became a more important 
commercial centre. It was revived when the railway arrived in 1877, but 
ceased again shortly afterwards. The toll booth that stood in the market 
place was pulled down in 1898 16.  

Despite the current number of shops, there are surprisingly few surviving 
historic shops, probably because Askrigg had declined by the later 19th 
century when shop fronts became common. The Bake Well (listed as 
House & Shop of Mr & Mrs Hunt (figure 47)) has a shop front that dates 
from a 1990s Town Scheme grant. The shop on the uphill side of 
Cringley House has a plain late C19 / C20 front. The most notable shop 
front is Syke’s House with its two bow windows (figure 65). 

In 1767, John Pratt built what are now the Manor House and the King’s 
Arms Hotel (figures 48 & 49) in the middle of the village. His father 
Simon had made a fortune in business in London and had returned to 
Askrigg to buy property and to marry. John had gone to Cambridge and 
developed a passion for horse racing. He became a successful racehorse 
breeder and a prominent figure among the sporting gentry, spending part 

Figure 34: Mill Gill; top: 
footpath, with watercourse on 
the right, down a steep slope, 
and the open countryside to the 
left; bottom: waterfall (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020 & Peter 
Reynolds, YDNPA, 2021) 

16   Harley & Ingilby 1953 
17 ibid 
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of his time in Newmarket, where he died in 1785. In 1800 most of his 
Askrigg property, including the King’s Arms and the stables (figure 57) 
and kennels (figure 58) to the rear, was bought by John Lodge, a brewer. 
He added a house (figure 52), a brewery (figure 53) and an assembly 
room (figure 56) to the group of buildings that is now the Lodge Yard 
holiday accommodation 17.  

Industrial. The name ‘Mill Gill’ dates back to the middle ages, and there 
are still three surviving former mill buildings on Mill Gill and its 
downstream continuation as Paddock Beck. There is documentary 
evidence of a corn mill on or near the site of West Mill in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. The present building appears to have late 18th century origins 
and to date mainly from the early 19th century (figure 76). It was 
sketched by J M W Turner when he visited the area in 1816 and 
remained in use as a corn mill until the 1880s. By that date the arrival of 
the railway and changes in agriculture made local corn milling 
unnecessary, and the mill was then used for hay rake manufacturing and 
as a saw mill, a use that continued throughout much of the 20th century.  

An early local electricity generation scheme began at West Mill and was 
expanded to supply power to the village when a turbine house (figure 43) 
was built below Mill Gill Force in 1909. Further generating capacity was 
added later, but the scheme ceased operation when a sub-station 
connected to the national grid was built to serve the village in 1949.  

In 1785 a reservoir and cotton mill were built downstream from West Mill. 
Its success was short-lived and it was converted firstly into a flax mill and 
then into a house, now named flax Mill Farm (figure 75). 

Around 1804 a third mill was built on Paddock Beck, close to the road 
bridge. This was initially used for spinning and weaving wool and 
remained as a textile mill until 1873 when it became a saw mill and 
joiner’s workshop. In 1976 it was converted into the Low Mill Outdoor 
Centre 18.  

Agricultural. As evident from the medieval or early post-medieval ridge 
and furrow and lynchets (figure 07), agriculture has played a key part in 
the history of Askrigg. These earthworks are the result of ploughing, and 
arable farming has since fallen out of practice throughout the Dales, 
where the main focus has become the rearing of livestock. It is unlikely 
that the town’s market place had a market for selling livestock due to its 
small size, but there was a Hill Fair outside the village that was visited by 
Scottish drovers. Today the auction mart is in Hawes.  

c) Quality of Buildings and Their Contribution to the Area 

Overview. The majority of buildings in the Conservation Area were not 
designed by architects, and so can be described as vernacular 
architecture, as opposed to polite architecture. The forms of the buildings 
are largely dictated by the characteristics of the local Yoredale 
sandstones and the architectural fashions prevailing in the later 18th and 
19th centuries, when many of them were built or altered. The stone is 
discussed in more detail below (see 4.4.d).  

Most of the buildings in the main part of the village were built on existing 
plots of varying size, which means that there is a picturesque variety of 
alignment, height and width. They are mostly two-storey, although some 
on Main Street are three-storey. 

The age of the buildings means that their design was influenced by the 
classical architecture that was fashionable for grander houses. Although 
relatively plain, the vertical proportions of the sash windows, their 

18   Dennison & Richardson 2012 
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spacing, and in some cases symmetry and classical details such as 
moulded architraves or pilasters show this influence. Some of the larger 
houses have double-depth plans, although rear outshuts or wings (either 
original or added) remain more common. 

The weight of the stone slate roofs and the relatively unsophisticated 
carpentry techniques used meant that gabled roofs were normal and 
hipped roofs uncommon. The exceptions to this are Woodburn House 
(figure 59), Thornsgill House (figure 36), and The White Rose Hotel 
(figure 38), all of which are substantial houses at the upper end of the 
village, as well as the former brew/wash-house at Lodge Yard (figure 
53). Coal was used for heating and most houses had several fireplaces. 
The multi-flue chimney stacks, often on gables, are a prominent feature 
of the local roofscape. 

Listed buildings. Listed buildings are buildings of special architectural or 
historic interest designated under the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and are formally listed on the National 
Heritage List for England maintained by Historic England. There are over 
2,100 listed buildings in the National Park. Details of all listed buildings 
can be found in the Authority’s Historic Environment Record and on the 
‘National Heritage List for England’ website. The designation protects the 
inside as well as the outside of a listed structure, even though interiors 
are not always mentioned in the list description, as they were originally 
written simply to help identify the buildings and were not intended to 
identify all their significant features. Furthermore, features fixed to or 
within the curtilage of a listed building and pre-dating 1948, such as 
boundary walls, outbuildings, enclosures and gates, are also protected by 
the listing. 

The Askrigg Conservation Area contains 31 listed buildings, which are all 
described in the next section (see 4.4.d). None of them are currently on 
the Authority’s Buildings at Risk Register, although West Mill (figure 76) 
is marked as ‘vulnerable’. 

Local listing. Structures that are not nationally listed but are significant 
may receive some protection by being designated as locally listed 
buildings. Local heritage listing is a means for a community and a local 
authority to jointly identify heritage assets that are valued as distinctive 
elements of the local historic environment xx. Whilst local listing provides 
no additional planning controls, the fact that a building or site is on a local 
list means that its conservation as a heritage asset is an objective of the 
NPPF and a material consideration when determining the outcome of a 
planning application (NPPF, paragraph 17) xx.  

If such a list was prepared for the Askrigg Conservation Area, it would 
need to include heritage structures that contribute positively to the special 
character or appearance and comply with some of the following selection 
attributes xx: 

 Age 

 Rarity  

 Aesthetic value 

 Group value 

 Evidential value 

 Historic association 

 Archaeological interest 

 Designed landscape 

 Landmark status 

 Social and communal value 

xx  Historic England 2016b, 3. 
xx  ibid, 4. 
xx  ibid, 9. 
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Many of the vernacular buildings that make a positive contribution to the 
character of Askrigg do not meet the criteria used for statutory Listing, 
because of their relatively late date, their lack of architectural distinction, 
or modern alterations. Some are candidates for inclusion in a Local List 
because of their social and communal value, their contribution to the 
streetscape, or their association with local people. The following should 
be considered for inclusion - their locations are marked blue on the map 
at the back (see 7.4):  

Coles House, Moor Road. This was the home of Marie Hartley (1905-
2006) and Joan Ingilby (1911-2000) from 1947 until their deaths. As well 
as writing numerous well-researched books about Yorkshire, their 
collection of artefacts developed into what is now the Dales Countryside 
Museum at Hawes.  

 

Thornsgill House, Moor Road. Built of yellow sandstone from the West 
Riding at the end of the 19th century, the house is in a prominent position 
near a road junction. It is symmetrical with a pyramidal slate roof, an 
open porch, and low garden walls with simple iron railings and a non-
matching elaborate metal pedestrian gate between two finely carved 
stone piers. It is notable that the house is not in the typical vernacular 
Dales style, but in a style which is to be found in the more urban areas of 
West Yorkshire (where its stone originates from). 

 

The Crown Inn, Elm Hill. The building is in a landmark location and 
features in key views 7 & 8 (figures 18 & 19). It is architecturally plain 
with a simple symmetrical main façade of painted render. In its present 
form it probably dates from the mid-19th century, but it was previously 

Figure 35: Coles House 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 36: Thornsgill House ; 
note telegraph pole in the 
background (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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known as the Blacksmith’s Arms and, together with the King’s Arms 
(figure 49), is one of the two remaining historic inns in Askrigg. It retains 
its timber sash windows, stone slate roof, and cobbled forecourt. 

 

 

The White Rose Hotel, formerly Winnville, Main Street. This 
prominent 3-storey house with a symmetrical 5-bay façade was, 
according to Marie Hartley and Joan Ingilby, built for George Winn in 
1841. The two outer bays have hipped roofs which are ‘carried’ by triple 
stone gutter brackets, as is the central gable gutter. The building has a 
painted stone Tuscan doorcase and iron railings with fleur de lys finials. 

 

Cromlech, Main Street. Possibly dating from the 1840s, this symmetrical 
house retains 12-pane sash windows, has prominent watershot 
stonework, stone gutter corbels, and a stone doorcase with a slab 
cornice. 

Figure 37: The Crown Inn 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 38: The White Rose 
Hotel; note overhead wires 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Churchyard walls, gates and gatepiers, Market Place. It is surprising 
that the gateway from the Market Place at the east side of the Church 
(figure 46) was not listed, probably because it dates from the early/mid-
19th century. To each side of the rusticated sandstone gatepiers there are 
stone stiles that are simply V-shaped gaps. The gates are wrought and 
cast iron, with curved tops and a variety of finials and pendants. The 
sandstone wall has curved copings and encloses two sides of the 
churchyard. The gateway on the north side has plain sandstone gatepiers 
and less elaborate iron gates with cast finials. 

 

Askrigg Chapel, formerly Wesleyan Chapel, Station Road. Now 
converted and with its pinnacles removed, it was built in 1878 using stone 
from Simonstone. The west façade, facing the road, is of rock-faced 
sandstone, with gothic detailing to the doorway and upper windows. As is 
often the case with churches and chapels, this building does not 
represent the vernacular, and its style may be found on other 
contemporary churches and chapels throughout the country.  

Figure 39: Cromlech; note 
telegraph pole to the right 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 40: Churchyard walls, 
gates and gatepiers (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 
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The Temperance Hall. The village hall was built in 1906, as evident from 
the datestone, with its main entrance in a coursed sandstone gable that 
occupies a prominent position on a bend in the road at the lower end of 
the village. The doorway has an impressive appearance with its ashlar 
stones having a large inward chamfer, gently curving over the top which 
is finished with a hood mould – an early-19th century take on 17th century 
features. Otherwise the building’s features are rather plain, although the 
brick-like quarry-faced stonework is notable. Again, the building’s style is 
not representative of the Dales vernacular. 

 

The Power House, Mill Gill. Between 1909 and the arrival of power from 
the National Grid in 1948 Askrigg had a private electricity supply provided 
by W.H. Burton. The original power house was extended c1920 and 
altered c1942-44 19. Although the roof has partly collapsed, the building is 
largely intact.  

 

Figure 41: Former Wesleyan 
Chapel (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 42: The Temperance 
Hall; note multiple overhead 
wires (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

19   Dennison & Richardson 2012 
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West Mill Cheese Press. A small stone streamside shelter containing an 
integral cheese press. Once a more common feature, this is a rare intact 
survival. 

 

Croft Hill Barn (The Greets). A partly-ruined barn on the site of a 
summerhouse that was built by the Thornton family, who also built the 
surrounding gardens in 1678. The summerhouse was described as two-
storeyed, with an external flight of stairs to the upper floor. The corners of 
the roof were surmounted by stone balls, and on an early 18th-century 
map depicting it a flag is shown flying from its pinnacle. The barn that 
replaced it retained one of its balls on the gable end 20, although it is no 
longer on site. It is notable that the doorway on the left has an 18th 
century surround and the cart entrance too has matching ashlar reveals 
with imposts. Moreover, the location of the two openings suggests that 
the building may have been a Type-C field barn, with the doorway into 
the former mew later enlarged to create the cart entrance. At the eaves, 
finely carved kneelers are further testament to reuse from an earlier 
building. 

Figure 43: The Power House 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 44: West Mill Cheese 
Press (Robert White, YDNPA, 
2010) 

20   Historic Parks, Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes 2001-
2012  
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The residents of Askrigg and other consultees are invited to suggest 
other heritage assets they think should be included on a local list. If you 
have any suggestions please phone 0300 456 0030 or send an email to 
herinfo@yorkshiredales.org.uk, and give appropriate reasons, evidence 
or references for your nomination(s). 

d) Audit of Designated Heritage Assets  

This section describes the appearance and condition of the 31 listed 
buildings within the Askrigg Conservation Area in street/walking order. 
Their locations are marked red on the map at the back (see 7.4). There 
are currently no Buildings at Risk in the conservation area. The 
descriptions in the following paragraphs are much based on the list 
entries. Also note that the buildings’ names are the statutory listing 
names, not necessarily what they are called at the moment. 

Church of Saint Oswald, Market Place, grade I listed 

 Parish Church 

 Named after Oswald, a notable Anglo-Saxon King of 
Northumbria from 634 until c.642 CE. He was venerated 
for promoting the spread of Christianity in what is now the 
North-East of England. It is possible that an early chapel 
was built on or nearby this site soon after his death, 
bearing the name of Saint Oswald, although it is also 
possible that the name of the church stemmed from the 
cult of St Oswald which persisted later into the Middle 
Ages, long after his death.  

 The present church is C15 with some earlier work and 
C19 alterations 

 3-stage west tower, 5-bay nave and chancel in one, 
south porch 

 Tower has 2-light cinquefoiled window with Perpendicular 
tracery, single-light trefoiled window above, 2-light belfry 
openings with trefoil heads, and an embattled parapet 

 Other windows date from 1853 restoration and are in a 
Perpendicular style 

 C18 clock face over south door 

 North arcade has round piers; south arcade has 
octagonal piers 

 Roofs have exposed late medieval moulded beams 

 Octagonal font on circular base, probably of medieval 
date. A newer font is also present, heavily decorated and 
possibly acquired around the mid-19th century. 

 Current condition: good, but tower has damp problems 
due to removal of lime finishes in C19 restoration 

Figure 45: Croft Hill Barn (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2018) 

mailto:herinfo@yorkshiredales.org.uk
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House and shop of Mr and Mrs Hunt, Main Street, grade II listed 

 Shop with residential accommodation above 

 Coursed roughly-squared sandstone with painted stone 
architraves to doors and windows 

 3 storeys and 2 bays 

 Central leaved doors in round-arched architrave with 
impost blocks and tripartite keystone inscribed ‘WT 1770’ 

 Upper windows are 12-pane sashes with horns 

 Timber shop front with 2 bay windows linked by timber 
entablature, all renewed in mid-1990s 

 Adjoins the site of the former Old Hall (figure 05), to left  

 Current condition: good 

 

The Manor House, Main Street, grade II listed 

 Dated 1767 on rainwater head 

 Built for John Pratt, racehorse owner (see 4.4.b) 

 Coursed sandstone rubble (originally rendered?) with 
painted sandstone window architraves and doorcase, 
stone slate roof 

 3 storeys and 5 bays, with rear outshut 

 Door architrave has cornice supported on console 
brackets 

 Unusual and probably original door has 6 panels below 
glazed panel with lattice glazing bars 

Figure 46: Church of St Oswald 
(Gaby Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 47: House and shop of 
Mr and Mrs Hunt, with The 
Manor House (figure 48) to the 
right, which has similar window 
and door architraves (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 
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 Doorway at left leading to passageway has round-arched 
architrave with impost blocks and tripartite keystone 

 Sash windows have 1 over 1 panes, except for 2nd floor 
which has 9-pane sashes and one blind recess 

 Lead rainwater head dated 1767 with 3 elephants’ heads 
(the unregistered coat of arms of John Pratt) 

 Dining room has octagonal panelling, probably C19, 
Victorian fireplace, C18 shutters, niche and moulded 
ceiling beams 

 Cantilevered staircase with wrought iron balusters 

 C18 fireplaces in main bedroom and library 

 Forms the nucleus of an important group of buildings  

 Current condition: good 

 

The Kings Arms Hotel, Main Street, grade II listed 

 Formerly part of the Manor House (figure 48) 

 Built circa 1767 for John Pratt (see 4.4.b) 

 Coursed sandstone rubble (probably originally rendered) 
with painted dressed sandstone door and window 
architraves and stone slate roof 

 3 storeys and 3 bays with rear wing 

 5-panel door in left-hand bay with round-arched 
architrave, impost blocks and tripartite keystone 

 Sash windows have glazing bars and horns. 

 Blind window recess in middle bay of 2nd floor 

 Mounting block of 4 steps attached to wall to right of door 

 Panelling of various dates in ground-floor lounge, C18 
fireplace in rear bar, cantilevered stone staircase, C18 
panelling and cornice in 1st floor dining room 

 C18 turned baluster staircase from 1st to 2nd floor  

 Current condition: good 

Figure 48: The Manor House, 
with House and shop of Mr and 
Mrs Hunt (figure 47) to the left 
and The Kings Arms Hotel  
(figure 49) to the right, out of 
shot (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Former Conservative Club, Main Street, grade II listed 

 House, formerly Conservative club; now part of the Kings 
Arms  

 Late C17 – early C18 with C19 alterations 

 Sandstone rubble (probably originally rendered), stone 
slate roof 

 3 storeys, 2 1st floor windows 

 Central 4-panel door with overlight in chamfered surround 
with interrupted jambs and raised lintel with recessed 
motif 

 Windows are sashes with glazing bars 

 Ground floor window openings probably altered since 
listing survey, with paired sashes to left 

 Blocked fire window at left on first floor; reused 
chamfered window surround elements to top floor 

 Projecting corbelled chimney to gable wall with two fire 
windows  

 Interior has window shutters and doors of 6 fielded 
panels 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

Figure 49: The Kings Arms 
Hotel, with The Manor House 
(figure 48) to the left and 
Former Conservative Club 
(figure 50) to the right 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Robinsons Gateways and Archway House, Elm Hill, grade II listed 

 2 archways; one now blocked to form house 

 Early/mid C18 

 Sandstone ashlar and coursed rubble, stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, two first-floor windows 

 2 tall carriage arches of rubble voussoirs with ashlar 
keystones resting on chamfered rusticated pilasters with 
cornices 

 Between central pilasters a 4-panel door and, above, a 6-
pane sash window in ashlar surround 

 Right-hand archway blocked, with 3-light flat-faced 
mullioned window on ground floor and 6-pane sash 
window above 

 Built before 1755, formerly with doors in the arches and 
with a postern between them, giving access to the Wool 
Room (figure 55) and to the Stables (figure 57) in Lodge 
Yard  

 Current condition: good 

 

The Lodge, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 1802, for Joseph Lodge, brewer (see 4.4.b) 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys and 3 bays plus 2 single-storey bays to right 

Figure 50: Former Conservative 
Club, with The Kings Arms Hotel 
(figure 49) to the left (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 51: Robinsons 
Gateways and Archway House 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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 Part-glazed door below fanlight with decorative glazing 
bars in ashlar surround with impost blocks and tripartite 
keystone 

 Sash windows below deep lintels 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

 

Outbuilding approximately 3 metres to north of The Lodge, Lodge Yard, 
grade II listed 

 Perhaps formerly brewhouse, later wash-house 

 Circa 1802, for Joseph Lodge (see 4.4.b) 

 Sandstone rubble with hipped stone slate roof 

 Boarded door to right in round-arched ashlar surround 
with impost blocks and keystone 

 Steps to left with ashlar-nosed treads, leading to 1st floor 
boarded door in ashlar surround 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

 

Wall running from the Stable Block to The Lodge, and doorway to The 
Lodge, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 Late C18/early C19 sandstone rubble wall with doorway 

 Approximately 2 metres high, with stepped slab coping 

 Approximately 30 metres long, running from north-east 
corner of the Lodge to the south-west corner of the 
Stable Block 

Figure 52: The Lodge, with the 
Outbuilding (figure 53) to the 
right (YDNPA, 2011) 

Figure 53: Outbuilding, with The 
Lodge (figure 52) to the left, 
and a telegraph pole in the 
background (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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 Board door near south end, giving access to the Lodge, 
in round-arched stone surround with impost blocks and 
tripartite keystone 

 Current condition: good 

 

The Wool Room, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 Wool room, partly used as garage at the time of listing; 
now converted to holiday accommodation 

 Late C18/Early C19 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, two first-floor windows to west elevation 

 12-pane window and doorway to left on ground floor, 2 
small openings on first floor 

 North elevation consists of a long range with external 
steps to the first floor, and C20 openings on ground floor 
including the archway 

 Fleeces were brought here from the surrounding farms 
for excise purposes 

 A rare survival of a building representing the historically 
important Wensleydale woollen and knitting industries 

 Current condition: good 

 

Wool Room Cottage, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 Formerly the assembly rooms, then cottages; now linked 
back into the King’s Arm Hotel (figure 49) 

 Early C19 for Joseph Lodge, brewer (see 4.4.b) 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

Figure 54: Wall, with The Lodge 
(figure 52) to the left and Stable 
Block (figure 57) in the 
background on the right; also 
note the telegraph pole in very 
close proximity to the listed wall 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 55: The Wool Room 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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 Formerly two storeys, third storey added and fenestration 
pattern altered to provide further hotel rooms 

 Ashlar door surround between bays 1 and 2  

 Formerly with a musicians’ gallery, the assembly rooms 
were built as an adjunct to the Kings Arms Hotel and 
were formerly connected to the rear wing of that building 

 Current condition: good 

 

Coach House and Stable Block, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 Former coach house and stable block; now converted to 
holiday accommodation and partly rebuilt since listing 

 Late C18/early C19 for John Pratt, racehorse owner, or 
Joseph Lodge, brewer (see 4.4.b) 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 Formerly eleven first-floor openings, now twelve 

 2 round-arched coach entrances, formerly with board 
doors 

 Ashlar surrounds to doorways  

 In right return 2 blocked keyed oculi 

 Current condition: good 

 

Kennels below forecourt of stable block, Lodge Yard, grade II listed 

 Kennels below forecourt of stable block 

 Late C18/early C19 

 Sandstone rubble 

Figure 56: Wool Room Cottage 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 57: Coach House and 
Stable Block (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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 Semi-circular space, formerly enclosed for hounds, with 4 
doorways in rear wall giving access to kennels 

 John Pratt (see 4.4.b) was master of the Askrigg harriers 

 Current condition: good 

 

Woodburn House and railings, Elm Hill, grade II listed 

 House and railings, dated 1834 

 Coursed rubble with hipped stone slate roof; formerly 
rendered 

 Iron railings 

 Central C20 part-glazed door in painted ashlar surround 
with pulvinated frieze and cornice 

 Formerly 6x6-pane sash windows with projecting 
sandstone lintels and sills; windows changed to 1x1 
sashes in mid C20 21, 22 

 Ashlar first-floor band 

 Shaped gutter brackets 

 End stacks 

 Rainwater head on rear elevation cast with ‘S & AW 
1834’ 

 Front railings on dwarf wall and gate with fleurs-de-lis 
finials 

 Current condition: good 

 

Granada Hall, Elm Hill, grade II listed 

Figure 58: Kennels (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 59: Woodburn House 
and railings (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 

21  www.alamy.com/askrigg-the-
village-1906-
image352593961.html 

22 www.francisfrith.com/ 
askrigg/askrigg-1929_82590 
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 House, circa 1782 for Matthey Terry 

 Pebbledashed, with stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, 4:1 bays 

 In bay 3, part-glazed leaved doors in eared architrave 
with splayed bases and cornice 

 Sash windows in painted stone architraves 

 Shaped kneeler and ashlar coping to left 

 Stacks at ends and between bays 4 and 5 

 Named after a visit to the West Indies by its builder 

 Current condition: good 

 

Salisbury House and railings, Main Street, grade II listed 

 2 houses, now one, and railings 

 House to left early C19, house to right dated 1818 

 Coursed sandstone rubble with stone slate roofs 

 House to left: 3 storeys, 3 bays 

 Central 6-panel door below overlight in painted ashlar 
surround with basket arch, pulvinated frieze and cornice 

 One over one pane sash windows with deep sills and 
projecting lintels 

 Rear elevation has round-arched landing window in 
ashlar surround with imposts, keystone and decorative 
glazing bars 

 Fluted lead rainwater head on right return 

 House to right: 2 storeys, two 1st floor windows 

 Central studded board door in plain ashlar surround 

 Above, panel inscribed ‘JL 1818’ 

 To right, board doors below segmental arch of rubble 
voussoirs with hood-mould 

 Studded pitching door in plain ashlar surround above 
arch 

 Sash windows with glazing bars with ashlar sills and 
projecting lintels 

 Square gutter brackets (both buildings) 

 Iron railings to steps in front of main door to right-hand 
house 

 In front of both houses, ashlar plinth with cast-iron railings 
with spear finials, and crown finials to standards 

 Current condition: good 

Figure 60: Granada Hall 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Wendal and house to north-east, Main Street, grade II listed 

 Two houses, late C18/early C19 

 Coursed sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys, four first-floor windows 

 2 doors of 6-fielded panels in architraves on plinths 

 5 sash windows on ground floor 

 First floor: sashes with glazing bars, the 2 to the right with 
deep sills and projecting lintels; second floor: four 9-pane 
sashes  

 Fluted lead rainwater head between bays 1 and 2 

 Shaped kneeler to right 

 Current condition: good 

 

Cringley House and railings, Main Street (south side), grade II listed 

 House and railings, early/mid C19 

 Coursed squared watershot sandstone with stone slate 
roof and iron railings 

 3 storeys and 3 bays 

 Central leaved 6-panel door in ashlar Tuscan doorcase 
with blocking course above 

 Sash windows with glazing bars and margin panes below 
deep ashlar lintels 

 First-floor sill band 

 Tripled gutter brackets 

 End stacks 

 In front, low ashlar plinth with railings with spear finials 

Figure 61: Salisbury House and 
railings (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 62: Wendal and house 
to north-east (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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 Now re-named Skeldale House, the name given to it 
when it was used in the television series All Creatures 
Great and Small 

 Current condition: good 

 

Church View, to north of Syke’s House, Market Place 

 House, mid/late C18 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys, 2 first-floor windows 

 To right, 4-panel part-glazed door below reused moulded 
lintel with keystone inscribed ‘—1745’ 

 4-pane sashes 

 Continuous drip moulds over ground and first floors 
except over centre of ground floor where there was a 
doorway, now blocked 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

 

Syke’s House, Market Place, grade II listed 

 Shop, tea room and house, late C17/early C18 with later 
alterations 

Figure 63: Cringley House and 
railings (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 64: Church View, to 
north/left of Syke’s House 
(figure 65) (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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 Coursed watershot sandstone with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys and 3 bays 

 Central leaved part-glazed doors with segmental bay 
windows with glazing bars to each side and lead-covered 
canopy over whole façade 

 4-pane sash windows to upper floors 

 Stone gutter brackets 

 Stone spiral staircase going from ground floor to second 
floor 

 Salt box in ground-floor room to left, beams 

 Current condition: good 

 

Church View to south of Sykes’s House, Market Place, grade II listed 

 Dated 1687, with later alterations, for Thomas Forster 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 2 first-floor windows 

 Central C20 part-glazed door in reused moulded quoined 
surround and shaped lintel inscribed ’16 F 87 TA’. 

 To left, board door below 4-pane overlight and deep lintel 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

 

Figure 65: Syke’s House, with 
Church View to the north (figure 
65 to the left and Church View 
to the south (figure 66) to the 
right (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 66: Church View, to 
south/right of Syke’s House 
(figure 65) (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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K6 telephone kiosk, Market Place, grade II listed 

 Type K6, designed in 1935 by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 

 Made by Lion Foundry 

 Cast iron 

 Square plan with domed roof 

 Unperforated George VI crowns to top panels and margin 
glazing to windows and door 

 Current condition: good 

 

Market Cross, Market Place, grade II listed 

 Market cross, 1830 

 By Leonard Hesletine, an Askrigg mason 

 Sandstone ashlar 

 Base of 6 octagonal steps 

 Octagonal cross shaft with square base 

 Replaces an older cross 

 Current condition: good 

 

Pump, Market Place, grade II listed 

 Water pump, 1849 

Figure 67: K6 telephone kiosk; 
note telegraph pole right next to 
it (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 68: Market cross 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 



 

54 

 By Leonard Hesletine, an Askrigg mason 

 Sandstone ashlar 

 Circular plan, with chamfered base 

 Shaft with wrought-iron handle and replacement spout 

 Cap with knob finial 

 Current condition: good 

 

The Cottage, West End, grade II listed 

 Possibly C17 with later alterations 

 Sandstone rubble (originally rendered?); stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, 2 first-floor windows 

 Central 4-panel door below deep and wide chamfered 
lintel 

 4-pane sashes below slab lintels on ground floor 

 4-pane sashes in double-chamfered stone surrounds on 
first floor, that to right originally wider 

 Stack at right end 

 Right return wall has a blocked 2-light chamfered 
mullioned window on the first floor and a single-light 
window to the left 

 Possibly contained what was the through-passage 
behind the main fireplace of West End House 

 Current condition: good 

Figure 69: Pump (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 
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West End House, West End, grade II* (two star) listed 

 House, current appearance mainly C18 with C17 origins; 
may have earlier remains 

 It is thought that an earlier house on or near to this site 
belonged to the Scropes of Bolton Castle in C14 and 
C15, then to Thorntons in C16 and C17 

 Sandstone rubble (originally rendered) with stone slate 
roof 

 T-shaped plan, with rear projecting range 

 2 storeys, 3 first-floor windows 

 Central oak board door in sandstone architrave with 
keystone 

 Blocked fire window to right on ground floor and, above it, 
a blocked small 2-light mullion window 

 Remains of other mullioned windows 

 Coped gable to left and large stepped chimney stack to 
right 

 East (left) return of rear wing has two 2-light double-
chamfered mullioned windows 

 Late C18 internal doors and window shutters 

 In housebody C17 panelling, oak beams and joists, 
moulded plaster reveal to blocked window, fireplace with 
segmental-arched lintel, salt and spice boxes 

 Spiral oak staircase, formerly of stone 

 Parlour fireplace with C18 eared architrave, and C17 
plaster frieze with acorns and pomegranates 

 In rear service wing, beehive oven and huge bressumer, 
formerly for a firehood 

 On first floor, a partition with plastered reed infill, and 
splat balusters to landing 

 Current condition: good 

Figure 70: The Cottage, with 
West End House (figure 71) to 
the left (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Peninver House, West End, grade II listed 

 Early C19 

 Coursed watershot sandstone rubble, stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, 2 bays 

 Central C20 part-glazed door in ashlar surround with slab 
cornice on brackets 

 Renewed sash windows with glazing bars below deep 
lintels 

 Stone gutter brackets 

 End stacks 

 Included for group value 

 Current condition: good 

 

Croft House, West End, grade II listed 

 Late C18/Early C19 

 Coursed rubble with stone slate roof 

 2 storeys, 3 bays 

 Central 6-panel door, perhaps in remains of architrave 
under cement 

 12-pane replacement sashes 

 Stone gutter brackets 

 End stacks 

 To left, added bay with board doors in segmental-arched 
cart opening with 12-pane former loading opening above 

 Current condition: good 

Figure 71: West End House, 
with The Cottage (figure 70) to 
the right (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 72: Peninver House 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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Nos 1,2,3,4 and 6 New Row and railings, West End, grade II listed 

 6 cottages, now 5, and railings 

 Dated 1834 

 Sandstone rubble, stone slate roofs, cast-iron railings 

 2 storeys, 6 first-floor windows 

 5 board doors, plus 2 blocked openings, one to former 
cottage in bay 2 and other in centre formerly giving 
access to rear 

 4-pane sash windows with stone slab sills and projecting 
lintels 

 In centre plaque inscribed ‘NEW HOUSES 1834’ 

 Stone gutter brackets 

 Railings in front of terrace have fleurs-de-lis finials and 
turned-baluster standards 

 Current condition: good 

 

Flax Mill Farm, Mill Lane, grade II listed 

 Water-powered textile mill, now house and outbuildings, 
c1785 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys, 5 first-floor openings, with 2-storey rear wing 

Figure 73: Croft House; note 
overhead wires (Jonathan 
Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 74: New Row and 
railings (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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 Straight joint between bays 3 and 4 

 Doorways in bays 3 and 4 and on 1st floor in bay 1 

 4-pane sash windows in house at right end 

 Stack between bays 3 and 4, and large paired stack 
forming bell-cote at right gable 

 Built as a cotton mill, later converted to flax 

 Current condition: good 

 

West Mill, Mill Lane, grade II listed 

 Watermill, early/mid C19, on or near site of corn mill 
dating from C16 or earlier 

 Sandstone rubble with stone slate roof 

 3 storeys, one first-floor opening 

 L-shaped plan 

 Gable-end elevation has slab quoins, projecting through 
stones, and doorway to wheel-chamber 

 Overshot waterwheel with timber spokes, buckets and 
sole plate, iron hubs and shrouds 

 Metal shafting for belt-drives 

 Corn drying kiln in ground floor of wing 

 Wheel fed by elevated zinc pentrough on rubble piers 

 Formerly corn mill, later saw mill manufacturing hay rakes 

 In 1908 the miller, William Burton, built an electricity 
generating plant at Mill Gill Falls, the source of West 
Mill’s water, supplying electric light to village until 1948 

 Current condition: vulnerable; survey report 23 suggests 
that various repair/maintenance works are carried out 

 

Figure 75: Flax Mill Farm 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 

Figure 76: West Mill with zinc 
elevated pentrough (Gaby Rose. 
YDNPA, 2020) 

23 Dennison & Richardson 2012 
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e) Traditional Building Materials, Local Details and the Public Realm 

Historic features including traditional building materials, local details, as 
well as features and surfaces within the public realm provide an evidential 
value which is part of the special interest of the Askrigg Conservation 
Area (see 3.0). They can contribute positively to the significance of the 
Conservation Area as they have the potential of providing characteristic 
elements to the buildings and their setting, particularly when well-kept 
and in good condition. Likewise, inappropriate materials, surfaces and 
street furniture as well as lost or altered features will have a detrimental 
effect. 

Traditional materials. Nearly all the buildings in Askrigg have walls built 
with sandstone from the local Yoredale series, mainly laid as coursed 
rubble. Only a few houses have dressed stone surrounds to their 
windows and doorways, using more easily worked sandstone from the 
Millstone Grit series, brought from quarries further from the village. A few 
houses dating from the mid-19th century have more regularly coursed 
masonry, split from flaggy beds of stone. 

Before the 19th century, most rubble-stone buildings in Askrigg, including 
the Church (figure 46), would have had a lime rendered finish, often with 
a thin roughcast and limewash. Quicklime, made by burning the local 
limestone in a kiln, was mixed with sand to produce mortar, plaster, 
render and limewash. Now almost all the buildings have been re-pointed 
with cement, and the few that are rendered are also finished with cement 
and modern masonry paint. In recent years there has been a recognition 
that cement and other impermeable materials are harmful to traditional 
solid-wall buildings (as they are very hard and can trap water in the 
masonry), leading to accelerated masonry decay and exacerbating 
problems of penetrating damp in exposed locations. 

Local boundary walls are largely made from sandstone rubble, often laid 
dry, which is a characteristic throughout the village, particularly on Moor 
Road and the north side of Station Road, as well as bordering the 
surrounding fields around Askrigg. There are also a few stretches of taller 
stone walling inside the village which provide a more enclosed character 
(figures 25, 31 & 54). 

The majority of buildings retain their stone slate roofs, usually with an 
angle of around 30 degrees. Some of the Yoredale sandstones are thinly-
bedded and can be split to produce roofing slates as well as the 
flagstones and stone kerbs that are used for most of the pavements. 
Cobbles are used as surfacing in the Market Place and in smaller areas 
elsewhere (figure 77). These would be sourced from the river bed, and 
when laid in the traditional way with the stones tightly packed together 
they make an attractive surface. In a few areas more widely-spaced 
stones have been set in a bed of concrete, and although this is more 
resistant to vehicle damage it appears discordant when seen next to 
traditional cobbling. 
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By the time that the railway arrived in 1877 and made the transport of 
building materials from further away more economic there was little 
building activity in Askrigg.  Thornsgill House (figure 36) was built of a 
yellower sandstone from West Yorkshire, as were some later 20th century 
houses. The Greets was built as a replacement for the Old Hall (figure 
05), which burnt down in 1935, and has a prominent Westmorland slate 
roof. Some replacement roofs and some newer buildings use ‘Hardraw’ 
or similar concrete tiles that are designed to have a traditional 
appearance, and these have generally weathered in well. 

In older buildings structural timbers for roofs, floors and lintels were often 
oak, although other species including ash were also used. It is common 
to find re-used timbers, including ones that came from earlier cruck-
framed buildings. Local timber was generally in short supply and during 
the 18th century it became increasingly common for imported softwoods, 
often coming from the Baltic region, to be used for joinery and then for 
carpentry. By the 19th century timber was also being imported from 
America and very little local timber was being used.  

Surviving traditional timber doors and windows in Askrigg are constructed 
of softwood. Historically, slow-grown timber was generally used for this 
purpose, being more durable than modern plantation-grown 
replacements and worthy of conservation. Windows are finished with an 
oil paint that nowadays is usually white, but historically a variety of other 
colours was used. Choice of an appropriate traditional colour (such as the 
red front door to the Manor House (figure 48)) can enhance the 
appearance of joinery, particularly if there is a contrast between the 
colour of a door and its frame, or between sash boxes and sashes. 

Throughout the country many iron railings and gates were removed 
during the Second World War with the intention of using them as a 
source of scrap metal. Surviving railings are therefore now uncommon. In 
Askrigg cast and wrought iron railings remain in front of the White Rose 
Hotel (figure 38), Salisbury House (figure 61), Cringley House (figure 
63), and New Row (figure 74). Attractive churchyard gates (figure 40) 
also survive. 

Local details. These can be divided into two categories: those that are 
fairly common features and thus typical characteristics within the 
conservation area and/or the Yorkshire Dales, and those that are unusual 
and distinctive or unique features. Both make a vital contribution to local 
distinctiveness. 

Figure 77: Traditional cobbling 
and flags on footpath shown in 
key views 1 and 2 (figures 12 & 
13) (Gaby Rose. YDNPA, 2020); 
modern cobbling and flags on 
Market Place (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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The Askrigg Conservation Area has the following common features of 
local interest: 

 Village tap and nearby drain in boundary wall, Moor Road 
(figure 10). Stone built communal water supply with 
stone flag top; the tap is still present.  

 19th century bowed shop windows of Syke’s House 
(figure 65) 

 Market cross in Market Place (figure 68) 

 Stone pump in Market Place (figure 69) 

 Old sandstone grave stones 

 Mounting Block in front of Seata House, Main Street 
(figure 78) 

 West Mill Churn Stand, on the north side of Mill Lane 

 Cheese Press Stone, used as a decorative top to a 
gatepost on a public footpath 

 

The Askrigg Conservation Area also has the following more unusual 
features of local interest: 

 Rare example of an intact cheese press at West Mill 
(figure 44) 

 “Bull ring”, Market Place. An iron ring set into a stone flag 
in the ground, at the foot of the Market Cross. It is said 
that before and during the 18th century bulls would be tied 
there and attacked or baited with dogs (see 4.2.a). 
However, this ring does not appear substantial enough to 
safely tether a bull, and was more likely used for dogs 
instead. 

 Stone lions to gate piers at the White Rose Hotel 

 Ornate former gateway to rear of Vicarage (figure 79) 

  

Figure 78: Mounting Block at 
Seata House (Jonathan Ratter, 
2020) 
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Public realm. The Askrigg Conservation Area has several areas of 
cobbling and sandstone paving within the public realm which contribute to 
local distinctiveness. Most were repaired or extended in the late 1980s or 
1990s as part of a programme of village enhancement works: 

 Cobbling in the Market Place (figure 77) and between 
the pavement and road on Main Street 

 Sandstone flag pavements and kerbs on Main Street and 
Elm Hill 

 Paved alleyways leading to houses to the west of the 
churchyard (figure 25) 

 
In addition, a network of footpaths (figure 11) includes the 
following characteristics and features: 
 

 Various surfaces including a flagged path to West Mill 
(figure 14) and another one between the main road and 
New Row (figures 12 & 13), a back lane that is partly 
gravel and partly grass (figure 31), and an earthen path 
through the woodland above Mill Gill with timber steps 
and tree roots (figure 34) 

 Footbridges made of timber and metal 

 Stone steps and stiles through drystone walls (figure 80) 
 

Figure 79: Top: “Bull ring” at 
Market Cross (figure 68) and 
stone lion on gate pier of the 
White Rose Hotel (figure 38) 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020); 
Bottom: redundant gateway to 
rear of Vicarage, along key 
views 1 and 2 (figures 12 & 13), 
with telegraph pole behind 
(Gaby Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Street lighting is mostly fixed to buildings, and the few road signs are 
small and fixed to buildings or railings. 

f) Contribution Made to the Character of the Area by Green Spaces 
and Its Biodiversity Value 

Parks and gardens. No gardens within the Conservation Area are 
included in the Register of parks and gardens of special historic interest 
that is maintained by Historic England. A Historic Parks, Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes Survey by the Yorkshire Gardens Trust in 2001-
2012 identified a garden/orchard with 15-foot-high walls to the north-west 
of The Greets as having 17th-century origins and being associated with a 
summer house that was on the site of Croft Hill Barn (figure 45), to the 
north. 

Trees. The trees within and around Askrigg make a significant 
contribution to the character of the Conservation Area, and to the amenity 
and landscape value of the village and immediate surrounding area. The 
tree type varies from individual broadleaved trees with some conifer 
species within the village setting, to old hedge remnants along the 
adjacent village field boundaries, to a wooded gill area. 

The view from the main road when approaching Askrigg from Bainbridge 
reveals prominent mature trees dotted amongst the buildings (figure 81). 
These are predominately ash and sycamore, with some birch and conifer 
species. Although not native, the conifers provide colour and vital cover 
for wildlife.  
 

 
 
A number of the mature trees within the village can be enjoyed from 
along the main footpath on the western edge of the village that goes from 

Figure 80: Metal foot bridge 
with timber deck in Mill Gill 
Wood; stone steps to gated stile 
along footpath to north of 
Leyburn Road (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 81: Trees on western 
approach to the village, looking 
east from the main road; also 
note telegraph pole with 
overhead wires in the 
foreground (Meghann Hull, 
YDNPA, 2020) 
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Mill Gill Bridge diagonally through the fields to the Church. This has been 
identified as part of key view 1 (figure 12), and the below photo shows a 
slightly different angle from the footpath towards Mill Lane, rather than 
towards the Church.  
 

 
 
Similarly, mature trees are prominent when looking back at the settlement 
from the footpath that leads to Worton, on the north east side of the 
village. 
 

 
 
Notable individual trees within the village include two large sycamore 
trees at the entrance of St Oswald’s Church. These trees are well-shaped 
and in good health, and provide a focal point in the centre of the village 
for road users and pedestrians.  
 

 
 
A well-formed mature silver birch on Mill Lane has high visual amenity 
value for the street, and a mature spruce situated on the green along 
Moor Road (figure 10) adds colour and interest to this part of the village.  
 
 
 

Figure 82: Prominent trees at 
Mill Lane (mainly sycamore, ash 
and birch). NB: The largest 
mature sycamore tree in the 
centre of the photograph is 
covered by TPO No 1 (Askrigg) 
1981 (Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 
2020) 

Figure 83: Prominent trees 
looking back towards the village 
from the footpath to Worton 
(Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 84: Sycamore trees at St 
Oswald’s Church (Meghann 
Hull, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Looking out of the village from Mill Lane two conifers are prominently 
visible at the edge of the Mill Gill woodland. 
 

 
 
Further out from the village are a number of field trees. The majority of 
these are along historic field boundaries, such as those visible when 
looking north-east from the footpath between Mill Lane and West Mill 
(figure 07), and are most likely remnants of old hedges. These are 
mainly ash and are a very prominent feature in the landscape, particularly 
when looking north from Mill Lane. 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 85: Silver birch ‘street 
tree’ on Mill Lane (also note the 
negative visual impact of the 
telegraph poles and multiple 
overhead wires here), left, and 
spruce on the green along Moor 
Road, right (Meghann Hull, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 86: Prominent conifers  
amongst trees at Mill Gill when 
viewed from Mill Lane, with Flax 
Mill Farm (figure 75)  to left of 
centre, and a street light pole in 
foreground to the right 
(Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 87: Prominent field 
boundary landscape trees 
looking north from Mill Lane 
(Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Views of the western part of the Conservation Area are largely dominated 
by the wooded gill that runs from the end of Mill Lane and along the gill to 
Mill Gill Falls, which is character zone 3(l) (figure 34).  
 

 
 
A public footpath goes through this woodland, following the gill up to the 
waterfall. In terms of amenity value and access to the public this 
woodland has high value. The woodland is a mix of ash, sycamore, 
beech, hawthorn, and some elm, with a good mix of understory and 
mature woodland trees. Some of the mature beech trees in particular 
provide interesting features along the woodland path. 
 

   
 
Looking back towards the village from the wooded gill, facing the 
opposite direction to View 3 (figure 14), offers an excellent appreciation 
of the ‘treescape’ within and surrounding the village.  
 

 

Figure 88: View from the 
footpath to Mill Gill Falls, of the 
woodland along Mill Gill 
(Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 89: Woodland walk 
along the footpath to Mill Gill 
Falls, with some interesting/ 
characterful woodland trees, 
such as this mature beech on 
the left (Meghann Hull, YDNPA, 
2020) and a dead ‘warty’ beech 
on the right (Gaby Rose, 
YDNPA, 2020) 

Figure 90: View of the 
treescape around the village – 
looking east towards Askrigg 
from West Mill (figure 76) (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 
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Finally, there are a number of trees within the village that are covered by 
Tree Preservation Orders, which are listed below: 
 

 TPO No 1 (Askrigg) 1981 (figure 12) is a group of sycamores 
located at School Croft and Rook Cottage, and are highly 
visible from the main road into Askrigg. 

 

 TPO No 6 (Askrigg) 1985 is located at Seata Brae on the 
eastern edge of the village. This order covered one oak and 
one sycamore in 1985. The sycamore was removed in 2010. 

Wildlife. Mill Gill is a tributary of the River Ure which is part of a 4km 
stretch of river designated as a geological Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), due to the watercourse cutting through and exposing to 
view almost the full succession of the ‘Yoredale’ series of lower 
carboniferous rocks. Beside the Gill is riparian woodland that is identified 
as being ‘ancient semi-natural woodland’, meaning it is Priority Habitat at 
local, regional and UK levels.  

Some of the farm fields within the Conservation Area contain species-rich 
and semi-improved grassland habitats that will be of moderate 
conservation interest compared with most agriculturally-improved 
swards. There is medium-quality foraging habitat within the Conservation 
Area for bats, so it is likely that bat roosts could exist in some of the 
buildings.  Among other Protected Species that are likely to occur, otters 
will probably be found, occasionally at least, on some watercourses, 
while some tributaries of the Upper Ure may still support the native 
White-clawed Crayfish. There is habitat that could support Barn Owls, so 
these Schedule 1 protected bird species might be found in association 
with some farm buildings. 

There is however potential for a more diverse wildlife. Due to intensive 
farming, there are few hay meadows in the conservation area, such as 
the one at Mill Lane (figure 91), with only occasional if not rare glimpses 
of interesting wildlife both flora and fauna. Therefore, gains for 
biodiversity may come out of focussing on farmed land surrounding the 
settlement, for example, by increasing the species diversity of existing 
semi-improved grasslands especially where these are closely associated 
with good species-rich fields nearby. Where this does not conflict with 
maintaining and strengthening the networks of good-quality grasslands, 
expansion of the areas of native broadleaved-woodland would be 
welcome and maybe hedgerow planting/thickening, linking blocks of 
woodland within the landscape.   

 

 

Figure 91: Hay meadow at key 
view 3 (figure 14), along 
footpath to West Mill (Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2021) 
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g) Values Attributed by the Local Community and Other 
Stakeholders 

The fine landscape setting and attractive historic environment with an 
extensive network of public footpaths, which draw walkers and other 
visitors into Askrigg and present a desirable place to live and work for 
permanent residents, provide a communal value which is part of the 
special interest of the conservation area (see 3.0). 

Askrigg is described by one resident as a ‘lovely bubble! It’s far enough 
away from town to be quiet and peaceful yet near enough to reach the 
bright lights if you want them’. However, it is worryingly far from the 
nearest hospitals, although there is a doctor’s surgery nearby in both 
Aysgarth and Hawes. 

Askrigg is a friendly supportive community, attracting newly retired and 
older people to live and work there. The school, the Church (figure 46) 
and the Temperance Hall (figure 42) provide many events and activities 
that are supported by the local community. There are a number of 
successful businesses as well as a village shop and part-time post office. 
The Crown Inn (figure 37) is frequented by locals who ‘have a meal and 
a pint with folk that [they] know and have a laugh.’  

Many people appreciate the peace and quiet of this rural location and it 
has considerable appeal for visitors. Askrigg can seem full of people 
sometimes but it is hardly 'busy'; it is much quieter than the Lakes. The 
Holiday Property Bond (HPB) visitors – who stay at The King’s Arms 
Hotel (figure 49) or The White Rose Hotel (figure 38) – can seem 
numerous at times. A resident has opined that there is the impression 
that the HPB is taking over the village, although another argued that it is 
cleverly done and there wouldn’t be a shop, two tearooms and three pubs 
without it. Whilst the positive impacts of tourism are recognised there is 
concern about the potential loss of the local facilities as the population 
ages. Moreover, there is great concern about the rate property is being 
taken up for second homes lately. With reducing numbers of properties 
being occupied on a full-time basis, the village will struggle to survive as 
a living-working place in the future. There are serious concerns about the 
high costs of housing and the inability of local families and young single 
people to continue to live and find work in and around the local area. Two 
low-cost housing schemes have been built at the top of and on the west 
end of the village providing homes to rent for local residents.  

Parking can be an issue in the centre of the village, especially during the 
summer months and holiday periods. One of the consequences of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent lockdowns has been, as of the 
time of writing this appraisal, that many of the holiday cottages and 
second homes were empty and the number of cars in the village reduced 
dramatically. However, as restrictions ease it is inevitable that parking will 
again be a significant issue for Askrigg. 

h) General Condition of the Askrigg Conservation Area 

The Askrigg Conservation Area is in a good condition because the 
buildings and public realm are generally well maintained. This makes the 
village a desirable place to live for residents, providing a communal as 
well as aesthetic value which is part of the special interest of the Askrigg 
Conservation Area (see 3.0). Thus Askrigg is currently not considered to 
be a Conservation Area at Risk; however, there are a few negative 
factors. 

Negative factors. The elements which detract from the special interest of 
the Askrigg Conservation Area are as follows: 
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 Second-home properties increasingly limiting housing 
available for local people (see 4.4.g) 

 Lack of off-street parking leading to parking on 
pavements. Moreover, the amount of parked vehicles can 
lead to overcrowding of Main Street causing congestion 
for through traffic (figures 20 & 21). Market Place is also 
often heavily parked up (figure 22) 

 Whilst most street lights are fixed to buildings – an 
exception would be a lamp post on Mill Lane (figure 86) 
– there are numerous telegraph poles throughout the 
Conservation Area, spoiling key views in and out of the 
village (figures 12, 13 & 81). Other prominent locations 
include Moor Road (figures 10 & 17), Mill Lane (figures 
29 & 85), Main Street (figure 39), Market Place (figure 
67), the hill up to Market Place (figure 24), and Leyburn 
Road (figure 33). There are also poles in Lodge Yard in 
the immediate setting of listed buildings (figures 53 & 
54). 

 The telegraph poles carry overhead wires – either single 
or multiple parallel or radiant ones – which have further 
negative visual impact. Moreover, there are also wires 
that span into multiple directions, such as between 
buildings or from several buildings to a single pole, like 
on the small square off Mill Lane (figures 18 & 19), the 
important prominent space in front of the Crown (figures 
09 & 73), and Silver Street (figure 30). Sometimes a 
building has multiple wires attached (figures 38 & 42). 

 Solar panels on roofs in key views (figures 16 & 19) 

 Replacement of traditional timber windows and doors 
with uPVC 

 Use of inappropriate cement mortar for pointing of 
traditional buildings, including strap pointing. 

Most existing buildings in Askrigg were built or altered in the late 18th or 
19th centuries, when sash windows were almost universal. Before the 
middle of the 19th century the sashes were usually divided into small 
panes, often 6 over 6. Later windows, made when larger sheets of glass 
became affordable, are often 2 over 2 or 1 over 1 panes. Due to the 
heavier panes, such window frames were fitted with horns for 
reinforcement.  

Many buildings in Askrigg have now lost their original windows, which 
have been replaced either with inauthentic timber substitutes or, more 
commonly, with uPVC. Salespeople and window contractors often lead 
homeowners to believe that the original windows of their houses need to 
be replaced by uPVC substitutes. However, properly-fitted timber 
windows can also be energy-efficient (see English Heritage research 24), 
coupled with the additional advantage of using more environmentally-
friendly and sustainable resources. In the long-term, the costs of 
maintaining timber windows will normally be cheaper because they can 
be repaired – contrary to uPVC products which normally need replacing 
as a whole – thus reducing the consumption of building materials and 
energy and generation of waste. Moreover, the aesthetic qualities of 
uPVC and its mass-produced materials are generally very low. By 
removing original design features from a historic structure, it may not only 
lose part of its heritage but also its market value. 

Neutral areas. The twentieth-century houses on Mill Lane (figure 29) 
and to the north side of Leyburn Road at Parkins Garth respect their 
context to varying degrees by their materials, scale and basic design but 
are architecturally undistinguished. The Mill Lane houses are probably 
slightly more successful in that they line the road, copying what many of 
the historic buildings do, but the rhythm of large gaps between them 

24  English Heritage 2009b  
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differs from the general settlement pattern. The arrangement of the 
houses at Parkins Garth (figure 92), being significantly set back from the 
road with a car park is between, is more of a departure from the rest of 
the settlement’s character; normally this arrangement would be the other 
way round, with the parking behind the houses, as demonstrated by 
Lodge Yard, where the stables, kennels, etc. are ‘off street’, behind the 
roadside buildings. 

 

It is desirable that any future development enhances the conservation 
area, rather than just having a neutral impact (see Part II). 

 

Figure 92: Parkins Garth 
(Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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5.0 Suggested Boundary Changes 

The Authority has a target to review conservation areas on a ten-year 
cycle, including a re-assessment of their boundaries. This section makes 
suggestions regarding how the current boundary of the Askrigg 
Conservation Area could be improved.  

The Authority proposes the following boundary changes to the Askrigg 
Conservation Area. The purple area marks the proposed deletion. 

 

Unlike some early Conservation Area designations, where the boundary 
was drawn tightly around the built-up area, the current boundary around 
Askrigg follows Historic England guidance and includes the immediate 
setting of the traditional buildings of the village. As well as gardens, the 
fields immediately behind with their dry stone walls and several field 
barns are included. It extends upstream to enclose former water-power 
sites on Mill Gill. At the western approach to the village the boundary is at 
Mill Gill Bridge. It excludes the modern commercial and industrial 
buildings on the former station site, and the 20th century buildings of the 
former Wensleydale School. A minor inconsistency is that the late 20th 
century building and yard of Carrs of Billington is included, and it is 
proposed that the boundary is amended to exclude that as well the area 
to the west, whilst retaining the roadside stone buildings within the 
boundary, as they make a strong contribution before entering the village. 

 

Currently this is just a proposal, so we would like to hear from you about 
your opinions (see 5.0). Please let us also know if you have information 
on these areas or other views on the boundary of the Askrigg 
Conservation Area. 

 

Figure 93: Proposed boundary 
changes, with proposed deletion 
shown in purple; map to no 
specific scale; conservation area 
boundary as designated in 1987 
in pink (based on map © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 

N 

Figure 94: Carrs of Billington 
site (Jonathan Ratter, 2020) 
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6.0 Community Involvement 

Purpose. Although there is no statutory requirement to consult prior to 
designation or cancellation of designation, the Authority considers it 
highly desirable that there should be consultation with local residents, 
businesses and other local interests such as amenity bodies. It is 
required by law to publish any proposals for the preservation and 
enhancement of conservation areas, and submit these for consideration 
to a public meeting 1. We appreciate that what is valued by the 
community may add a new perspective to what is considered special by 
the Authority. The greater the public support and ‘ownership’ that can be 
enlisted the more likely it is that property owners are encouraged to take 
the right sort of action for themselves and that conservation policies 
succeed. 

Public consultation on 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/askriggconservation          

22 November 2021 – 02 January 2022  

Scope. As part of the consultation process, a copy of this document is 
currently available on the Authority’s website, together with a feedback 
form we would like completed. This has mainly multiple-choice questions, 
but also some fields that allow more detailed comments. We have tried to 
keep it simple so many people are encouraged to participate in the 
survey, because it is your opinion that counts! 

In addition, we have approached the county, district and parish councils, 
and groups and organisations directly that are likely to have a special 
interest in the Askrigg Conservation Area, in particular the people living 
inside the designated boundary. There will also be advertisement through 
leaflets for each individual household. Paper copies of the document and 
feedback forms will be available: 

 at National Park Office in Bainbridge (Yoredale, DL8 3EL; 
phone 0300 4560030) 

 with the Parish Clerk – please call 01969 650909 or 
07917 165204 to make arrangements 

At the end of the consultation period, we will start to evaluate your 
responses and improve this appraisal appropriately. This chapter will also 
be updated and amended to incorporate a report of the entire 
consultation process and its main findings. 

 

  

1  Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 
1990, section 71(2).  
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7.0 Useful Information, Appendices and 
Contact Details 

This section comprises references to principal sources of information, a 
short glossary of architectural and geological terms, as well as useful 
names and addresses of both national and local organisations for 
enquiries and comments. 

7.1 References and Further Reading 

a) Guidance, Policies and Legislation 

Department for Communities and Local Government (2019) National 
Planning Policy Framework. Available on www.gov.uk/government/ 
publications 

Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2019) Guidance: 
Historic Environment. Available on www.gov.uk/guidance. 

English Heritage (2008) Conservation Principles. Policies and Guidance 
for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment. Available 
on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications 

Historic England Energy Efficiency and Historic Buildings. A series of 
guidance notes available on https://content.historicengland.org.uk/ 
images-books/publications 

English Heritage (2012), Strategic Stone Study – A Building Stone Atlas 
of North Yorkshire, West. Available on https://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/ 
buildingStones/StrategicStoneStudy/EH_atlases.html 

Historic England (2015a) The Historic Environment in Local Plans. 
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 1. Available 
on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications 

Historic England (2016) A Guide for Owners of Listed Buildings. Available 
on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications 

Historic England (2015b) Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the 
Historic Environment. Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in 
Planning Note 2. Available on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications 

Historic England (2015c) The Setting of Heritage Assets. Historic 
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3. Available on 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications 

Historic England (2019) Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and 
Management. Historic England Advice Note 1 (Second Edition). Available 
on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications 

Historic England (2016b) Local Heritage Listing. Historic England Advice 
Note 7. Available on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications 

Historic England (2017) Understanding Place: Historic Area 
Assessments. Available on https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications 
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Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act) 1990. Available 
on www.opsi.gov.uk 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Available on www.opsi.gov.uk 

Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 
2015. Available on www.opsi.gov.uk 

YDNPA (2016) Yorkshire Dales National Park Local Plan 2015-30. 
Available on www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/living-and-working/planning-
policy-section/local-planning-policy 

YDNPA (2019) Yorkshire Dales National Park Management Plan 2019-
24. Available on www.yorkshiredales.org.uk 

b) Topic-specific Literature 

Aspin, Chris (2003) The Water-Spinners. Helmshore: Helmshore Local 
History Society. 

Dennison, Ed, Richardson, Shaun (2012) West Mill, Askrigg, North 
Yorkshire: Archaeological and Architectural Survey'. EDAS report 
2010/388.R01. Available from www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 

Hallas, Christine (1991) The Wensleydale Railway. 2nd edition, Burtersett: 
Leading Edge Press & Publishing Ltd. 

Hartley, Marie & Ingilby, Joan (1953) Yorkshire Village. J M Dent & Sons 
Ltd. 

Harrison, Barry and Hutton, Barbara (1984) Vernacular Houses in North 
Yorkshire and Cleveland. Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers Ltd. 
SYD10303 

Lamb, Michael (1991) An Appraisal of Settlements in the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park. A Report to the Yorkshire Dales National Park Committee. 
SYD13995 

Raistrick, Arthur (1976) Buildings in the Yorkshire Dales – Who built 
them, when and how? Clapham: The Dalesman Publishing Company. 
SYD14560 

Sheils Flynn (2020) LCA 18 Wensleydale. Yorkshire Dales National Park 
- Landscape Character Assessment. Available from 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2020/04/18-
Wensleydale.pdf  

White, Robert (1997) Book of: The Yorkshire Dales – Landscapes 
through Time. London: B.T. Batsford. SYD10362 

Yorkshire Gardens Trust (2001-2012) Historic Parks, Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes. SYD13642 

c) Websites 

Adopted conservation area appraisals in the YDNP: 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about/heritage/cultural-heritage/conservation-
areas 

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/issue.xhtml?recordId=1150464&recordType=GreyLitSeries
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/issue.xhtml?recordId=1150464&recordType=GreyLitSeries
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British Geological Survey – Geology of Britain Viewer: 
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html 

Censuses of Wensleydale and Swaledale: 
www.dalesgenealogy.com/census/framepage1.html 

National Heritage List for England: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/ 
the-list 

Open Domesday: http://opendomesday.org 

Oxford Reference – A Dictionary of British Place Names: 
www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199609086.001.0001/
acref-9780199609086  

7.2 Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations 

Architrave A moulded surround to an opening or recess. 

Ashlar Dressed stone wall with a smooth surface, usually 
made of rectangular stone blocks and very thin mortar 
joints. 

Bay When used in a list description the number of bays 
indicates the width of a façade and is based on the 
number of first-floor windows. 

Classical A style of architecture with its origins in ancient Greece 
and Rome. A simplified version became fashionable for 
ordinary houses in the 18th century, with symmetry, 
elegant proportions, sash windows, and sometimes 
decorative details such as pediments, columns, 
pilasters, cornices and architraves. 

Cobbling Traditional surfacing of rounded stones packed tightly 
together, usually laid on a bed of beaten earth and sand 
or ash. 

Console bracket A small upright bracket carved as a scroll curled in both 
directions and appearing to support a lintel or cornice. 

Cornice A moulded projection. 

Crucks Curved timber beams that were joined together in pairs 
to form A-frames that supported the roofs of early 
houses in the Dales. Very few intact examples survive, 
but re-used cruck timbers are relatively common. 

Curtilage The curtilage of a building is any area of land or other 
buildings that is around and associated with the 
building. Any structure within the curtilage of a listed 
building that was built before 1948 is covered by the 
listing. 

Designation The way of marking that a building, monument or 
landscape has special interest in the national context, 
and protecting it by law. In the United Kingdom, there 
are currently seven historic environment categories: 
listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled 
monuments, registered parks and gardens, registered 
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historic battlefields, protected wreck sites, and World 
Heritage Sites.  

Domesday The Domesday Book is the record of the great survey of 
England, which was completed in 1086. To achieve 
this, William the Conqueror sent men all over the 
country to find out what or how much each landholder 
had in land and livestock, and what it was worth. 
Mention in ‘Domesday’ implies that a settlement has 
existed since at least 1086 but not necessarily in the 
same location. 

Double-fronted House with a central door, its front symmetrical about 
an axis through the door 

Double-pile plan  When referring to vernacular houses it means a plan 
that is 2 rooms deep under a single double-pitched roof. 
It usually means that the house was built or altered after 
around 1700. 

Drip mould See ‘hood mould’. 

Early English Architectural style of the English Gothic during c.1180-
1275, which originally came from Paris, France. It is 
most significant for the development of the pointed 
arch. Later this style was followed by the Decorated 
(c.1275−1380) and Perpendicular (c.1380−1520) 
periods of the English Gothic. 

Earthworks  Archaeological remains which are visible as above 
ground features. They may stand only a few centimetres 

above the natural ground level or be large constructions 
like the Grinton dykes. 

Enclosure The process of sub-division of open fields or common 
land to create smaller fields under individual ownership. 

Fanlight Window immediately over a door to light the passage or 
room behind. 

Flagstones Slabs of stone used for paving, made by splitting 
suitable sandstone along its natural beds. 

Glazing bars Horizontal and vertical timber bars used to sub-divide 
windows into smaller panes and support the glass. 

Grade I, II*, II Within the listed buildings designation, there are three 
rankings. The highest is grade I, which applies to 
buildings with exceptional interest, followed by grade II*, 
which are particularly important buildings of more than 
special interest. However, the vast majority of listed 
buildings are grade II, which are of special interest. 

Group Value When a list description states that a building is listed for 
Group Value it means that it falls slightly below the 
standard needed for it to be listed in its own right but 
makes a significant contribution as part of a group that 
includes a listed building or buildings. 

Heritage asset Building, monument, site or landscape of historic, 
archaeological, architectural or artistic significance, 
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whether designated or not. Conservation areas are 
designated groups of heritage assets where the whole 
is greater than the sum of its parts.   

Hip(ped) roof Roof where all sides are sloped.  

Hood mould Horizontal moulding or string course for throwing water 
off and thus protecting windows below. 

Impost Upper course of pilaster, pillar or pier from which an 
arch springs 

Keystone Central stone of an arch 

Leat Artificial open watercourse used for supplying water for 
industrial purposes 

Lime Lime for building is made by heating limestone in a kiln 
to produce quicklime, which must be slaked with water 
before use, a process that produces heat. This can be 
done in a factory under controlled conditions to produce 
a dry powder (hydrated lime), or with excess water to 
produce lime putty, or by mixing quicklime and sand 
and adding water. 

Lime mortar The type of mortar in universal use until cement 
became common in the 20th century and now 
recommended for use on all traditional buildings 
because of the problems that cement has caused. 
Made by mixing quicklime or hydrated lime or lime putty 
with sharp sand. If quicklime is mixed with sand and 
water is then added to slake it, this is referred to as ‘Hot 
Lime’, a method that was commonly used in the past 
and has now been revived. 

Lime plaster In universal use in vernacular buildings until proprietary 
plasters based on gypsum were introduced in the 20th 
century and now recommended for use on traditional 
buildings. Usually applied in 2 or 3 coats, with the lower 
coats using a mix of sand and lime similar to lime 
mortar, often with the addition of hair, and the upper 
coats often using finer sand mixed with lime putty. 

Limewash Slaked lime that has been diluted with water and used 
to coat masonry. It was commonly used in the past to 
weatherproof and improve the appearance of rubble 
buildings and as an alternative to other paints internally. 

Listed building Structure or feature designated by the Secretary of 
State for its special historic and/or architectural interest. 

Local List Some buildings and structures do not meet the national 
criteria used by Historic England when making 
recommendations for statutory listing but are important 
locally. Planning authorities can compile local lists to 
make sure that their significance is taken into 
consideration when decisions are made. 

Lynchet Feature of old field systems: earth bank that has built 
up on the slope of a ploughed field. The disturbed soil 
slipped down the hillside creating a positive lynchet, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plough
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
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while the area reduced in level became a negative 
lynchet. Some believe they were passively formed 
under the long-term action of gravity and weathering on 
the loosened soil of a ploughed slope, while others think 
they may have been intentionally formed to prevent 
erosion and slippage of the field.  

Manor Estate over which the owner (‘lord’) had jurisdiction, 
exercised through a manor court. 

Mullion Upright (stone) member dividing the lights of a window. 

NPPF The National Planning Policy Framework. A document 
that sets out the government’s overall planning policies. 

Outshut An extension to a building under a lean-to roof. 

Pediment Classical equivalent of a gable which is triangular in 
shape and often used without any relation to the roof or 
simply over an opening. 

Pilaster Flat version of a column, a slim rectangle on plan, as 
part of the relief of a façade/wall surface. 

Rock-faced  Dressed stone, well jointed but worked on the face to 
stone give the appearance of being naturally broken.  

Stone slate Roof covering that is split from thinly-bedded sandstone 
rather than from true slate, which was not available in 
most parts of the Dales. 

Trefoil  Graphic form composed of the outline of three 
overlapping rings used in architecture. 

Vernacular  Architecture that is local to a region, built of local 
materials and using traditional styles and local 
craftsmen rather than being designed by an architect or 
using mass-produced components. 

Voussoir Wedge-shaped stone used in building an arch 

Watershot Dressed stone or squared rubble, laid with sloping beds  
  and faces tilted slightly over toward the ground so that 

water does not penetrate the joints.  

7.3 Contacts 

Historic England (Yorkshire regional office) 
Address:  37 Tanner Row, York, North Yorkshire, YO1 6WP  
Phone:  01904 601 948 
Email: yorkshire@HistoricEngland.org.uk. 
Web:  https://historicengland.org.uk 

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) 
Address:  37 Spital Square, London, E1 6DY 
Phone:  020 7377 1644 
Email:  info@spab.org.uk 
Web:  www.spab.org.uk 

The Victorian Society 
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Address:  1 Priory Gardens, London, W4 1TT  
Phone:  020 8994 1019  
Email:  admin@ victoriansociety.org.uk 
Web:  www.victoriansociety.org.uk 

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
Address:  Yoredale, Bainbridge, Leyburn, North Yorkshire, DL8 3EL  
Phone:  0300 456 0030 
Email:  info@yorkshiredales.org.uk 
Web:  www.yorkshiredales.org.uk, www.outofoblivion.org.uk 

Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group 
Address:  12 Annand Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4ZD 
Phone: 01325 310 114 
Email:  enquires@yvbsg.org.uk 
Web:  www.yvbsg.org.uk 

Askrigg & Low Abbotside Parish Council  
Address:  Ellerkin, Station Road, Askrigg, DL8 3BJ 
Email:  karenaskriggpc@sky.com 
Web:  https://askriggandlowabbotside.weebly.com 

7.4 Maps of Askrigg 

 

 

Figure 95: Historic OS maps to 
no specific scale – top: mid C19, 
middle: late C19, bottom: early 
C20; conservation area 
boundary as designated in 1987 
in pink (based on map © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740) 

http://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/
http://www.outofoblivion.org.uk/
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Figure 96: Askrigg 
Conservation Area boundary as 
designated in 1987, pink line 
(based on map © Crown 
copyright and database rights 
2020 Ordnance Survey 
100023740; graphics Gaby 
Rose, YDNPA, 2020) 
 

1 

Listed Buildings: 1: WEST MILL (II); 2: FLAX MILL FARM (II); 3: NOS 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6 NEW ROW AND RAILINGS 
(II); 4: K6 TELEPHONE KIOSK (II); 5: CHURCH VIEW, TO SOUTH OF SYKES’S HOUSE (II); 6: SYKES’S 
HOUSE (II); 7: CHURCH VIEW, TO SOUTH OF SYKES’S HOUSE  (II); 8: CINGLEY HOUSE AND RAILINGS 
(II); 9: CHURCH OF ST OSWALD (I); 10: PENINVER HOUSE (II); 11: CROFT HOUSE (II); 12: WEST END 
HOUSE (II); 13: THE COTTAGE (II); 14: MARKET CROSS (II); 15: PUMP (II); 16: HOUSE AND SHOP OF MR 
& MRS HUNT (II); 17: THE MANOR HOUSE (II); 18: THE KING’S ARMS HOTEL (II); 19: FORMER 
CONSERVATIVE CLUB (II); 20: THE LODGE (II); 21: OUTBUILDING APPROX. 3M TO NORTH OF THE 
LODGE (II); 22: WALL RUNNING FROM THE STABLE BLOCK TO THE LODGE AND DOORWAY TO THE 
LODGE (II); 23: COACH HOUSE AND STABLE BLOCK (II); 24: KENNELS BELOW FORECOURT OF 
STABLE BLOCK (II); 25: WOOL ROOM COTTAGE (II); 26: THE WOOL ROOM (II); 27: WENDAL AND 
HOUSE TO NORTHEAST (II); 28: SALISBURY HOUSE AND RAILINGS (II); 29: ROBINSON’S GATEWAY 

AND ARCHWAY HOUSE (II); 30: GRENADA HALL (II); 31: WOODBURN HOUSE AND RAILINGS (II) 
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Locally important buildings: A: POWER HOUSE; B: WEST MILL CHEESE PRESS; C: CHURCHYARD WALLS, 
GATES AND GATEPOSTS; D: FORMER WESLEYAN CHAPELL; E: THE TEMPERANCE HALL; F: THE 
WHITE ROSE HOTEL; G: CROMLECH; H: THE CROWN INN; I: CROFT HILL BARN; J: THORNSGILL 

HOUSE; K: COLES HOUSE 
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Management Proposals/Strategy 

The management strategy for the Askrigg Conservation Area is contained 
in a separate section as it may need to be updated more frequently than 
the remainder of the document. It is based on the findings of Part I, 
having evolved from an understanding of this historic place and an 
assessment of its significance and values, as well as its weaknesses and 
threats. The final strategy will be subject to regular monitoring and 
review. 

General issues. Good conservation of heritage assets is founded on 
appropriate routine management and maintenance. Such an approach 
will minimise the need for larger repairs or other interventions and will 
usually represent the most economical way of sustaining an asset 1. 
However, there are often financial pressures to do repair and 
maintenance works using inappropriate materials and techniques, which 
not only harm the authenticity of a building, but also are likely to damage 
its fabric. To counteract this threat, awareness has to be raised of how 
historic structures function and which treatments apply, as well as what 
fund-raising opportunities exist. Quite often out of poor knowledge or 
convenience, the style of a building is altered by removing historical 
features or adding modern elements which can devalue the entire historic 
structure. Here, too, education work needs to be carried out, explaining 
the necessity for minimum or sensitive intervention using the expertise of 
a conservation specialist, so the character of a building can be enjoyed 
for generations to come. 

Where the ongoing energy performance of a building is unsatisfactory, 
there will always be some scope for suitable adaptations to be made 
without harm to the asset’s significance […] Intrusive interventions, such 
as the external mounting of microgeneration technology, can harm the 
significance of a heritage asset. Where such interventions are proposed, 
a temporary, reversible installation will generally be preferable to one that 
causes irrevocable harm to an asset’s significance 2. Likewise, when 
mounting satellite dishes, solar panels or other contemporary equipment, 
the manner and location of their installation must be carefully considered. 

The special interest of the Askrigg Conservation Area (see 3.2) should be 
considered in any new development. Policy SP4 of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority’s Local Plan requires that all design (scale, 
height, proportion, massing, form, materials and appearance) must be in 
sympathy with their surroundings in order to protect and, where 
appropriate, enhance the unusual degree of homogeneity which survives 
in the built environment of the Yorkshire Dales. Recognising how design 
and pattern of land use (plan form and layout) provide distinctiveness and 
definition to the conservation area helps guide appropriate new 
construction that will contribute positively to the significance of Askrigg. 
By encouraging applicants to consider both how existing valued heritage 
assets can inform high quality design that is inspired by its local context 
and how the best contemporary design can fit comfortably into its 
surroundings, the local planning authority can help deliver sustainable 
communities and places that residents highly value. It is important to 
recognise that new development that relates well to its surroundings is 
likely to last longer before its replacement is considered and therefore 
makes a greater contribution to sustainability 3. New pastiche 
development that attempts to replicate historic building styles in detail is 
not encouraged. It is strongly advised to employ professionals with the 
appropriate experience and qualifications when working with heritage 
assets. 

Furthermore, the use of inappropriate poorly designed and detailed uPVC 
products severely erodes the special interest of the historic environment, 

PART II  
MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

 1  DCLG et al. 2010, paragraph 
148. 

 2 ibid, paragraph 25. 
 3  ibid, paragraphs 34 & 44. 
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putting the quality, character and appearance of the conservation area at 
risk. There is clear evidence that this trend of installing uPVC windows 
has already had a damaging effect on the Askrigg Conservation Area 
(see 4.4.h). To counteract this threat, an Article 4 direction (see 2.2) 
could be served on the conservation area, which would require planning 
consent for all new replacement of historic windows and doors. This 
would ensure that good-quality design is promoted throughout the 
conservation area, and monitor the loss of timber windows and historic 
glazing. 

Furthermore, this document is not only intended to aid residents and 
developers in the construction, repair and maintenance of private 
properties, but also to raise awareness for stakeholders in the public 
realm, including the Highways Authority. When looking at conservation 
areas in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, common issues in the public 
realm keep reappearing: 

 Road surfaces in a bad state of repair or unskilfully 
patched (this also relates to works the utility companies 
carry out) 

 Clutter of signage and other street furniture (e.g. bollards) 

 Poor state of road signs and other street furniture 

 Galvanised poles, which are unsightly and would be less 
intrusive in black  

Highway works within conservation areas need a little more 
consideration, so that their impact does not put the special interest of the 
historic environment at risk. This will require more careful planning in 
advance, but the actual works may actually involve less input, for 
example in order to prevent the accumulation of street clutter etc. 
Transport proposals can affect the setting of heritage assets and 
highways authorities are advised to consult with the local planning 
authority in such circumstances 4. 

Along similar lines, telegraph poles and overhead lines are likely to 
have a detrimental effect on conservation areas. Although opportunities 
for undergrounding do exist, they are very costly and will often require 
external funding. Nevertheless, the benefits of such a scheme may be 
worth investigating. 

Proposed actions. Regarding the main issues of the conservation area 
as summarised earlier (see 3.3), the Authority is putting forward the 
following management proposals for discussion: 

 Change the conservation area boundary (see 5.0) 

 Article 4 direction on the future use of uPVC replacement 
products (see above). Article 4 directions could also be 
put on other permitted development items such as solar 
panels, etc. 

 Local list for unlisted buildings that are of particular 
significance to the character and appearance of the 
conservation area (see 4.4.c) 

 Discuss the longstanding issue of the lack of off-street 
parking for residents and visitors (see 4.4.h) with the 
Parish Council and the Highways Authority to see 
whether any solution would be feasible  

 Residents and businesses are asked to maintain their 
properties in a good condition  

 Require a high standard of design and construction in all 
new development  
 

 4  DCLG et al. 2010, paragraph 
124. 
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The Authority welcomes all further contributions and ideas for the 
management of the conservation area, so please get in touch with us! 
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