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Redmire’s 
dairying heritageheritage

This panel has been produced by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority as part 
of the National Lottery Heritage Fund project ‘Dairy Days’, working with the 
community to research, record and share stories of Wensleydale’s dairying heritage.

Wensleydale railway line
Opened in 1878, the railway became a lifeline for the 
dairy farmers along it, and the ‘dash for the milk train’ 
began, with farmers driving the morning’s and 
previous evening’s milk in churns loaded onto carts. 
Thousands of gallons were sent to Leeds, London 
and the Express Dairy in Appleby in the 1920s and 30s.

Milk churns being loaded onto a train at Redmire Station, 1920s. 
Courtesy of Christine Hallas.

"The farmers worked a rota system for 
loading all the deposited churns on to 
the waiting train. During harvest time, the 
farmers’ wives delivered the milk and took 
great care to ensure that their ponies and 
carts were smartly turned out to impress the 
other women. Many minor mishaps occurred 
in the headlong dash to catch the train - 
one farmer’s pony was so used to the 
journey that on one occasion it started 
off to the station without its master, 
delivering the milk on time and intact." 
Christine Hallas (2004) ‘The Wensleydale Railway’

Redmire Dairy
Redmire Dairy seems to have been making 
cheese before the Second World War - it was 
owned by R & T Mason and opened in 1900 and was 
bought out by Cow & Gate in 1932. When Raymond Hunter lived 
in Castle Bolton as a child and young man, his mother worked at 
Redmire Dairy. He told us that it produced both cheese and butter, 
taking milk from local farms and that the output of cheese was 
about one ton of cheese per day.

Cows and goat belonging to Raymond Hunter, Hogra Farm, 1990s. Ann Holubecki collection.

Redmire & Ann Holubecki
Redmire was where Ann Holubecki née Hopper spent her retirement 
years. Like Marie Hartley before her, Ann spent a great deal of time 
recording and preserving information about traditional ways of life in 
the Dales. Her photographs form an important part of the archive we 
have created for the Dairy Days project. Her daughter Janina sent us 
this photograph taken by Ann of a rather special goat in Redmire 
belonging to farmer Raymond Hunter of Hogra Farm.

Hogra Farm 
(now known as Old Hogra)
Eileen Cockburn (née Heseltine) grew up at Hogra. 
The photograph, dating to the 1930s, shows her 
father Ernest riding a flea-bitten grey mare called 
Bonny and her older brother Matt aged 11 leading a 
donkey. They are returning to Hogra Farm having 
hand-milked their cows out in the fields. The donkey 
is carrying two heavy backcans full of milk which is 
on its way to be cooled, sieved and then stored in 
churns ready for collection the following morning. 

Raymond Hunter took over Hogra Farm in 1987 
when Matt Heseltine retired, and milked cows 
there until 2001 when they were all culled during 
the Foot & Mouth outbreak. 

Matt Heseltine and his dad 1930s. 
Ann Holubecki collection.

“Well the lids were quite deep on a 
backcan, so it didn’t bob off ... and 
he would turn it upside down and 
milk a little drop of milk into the lid 
and give it to me and I would drink 
it straight from the cow all warm 
and frothy and I loved it, but I know 
a lot of people don’t like that idea!”
Eileen Cockburn (née Heseltine) (82), formerly 
of Hogra Farm, Redmire




