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Notes of Parish Forum Zoom meeting 

Wednesday 13 October 2021 (7:00-9:00pm) 

Parish Attendees: 

1. Roger Aiken Horton in Ribblesdale 
2. Robert Bellfield Settle Town Council 
3. Alex Birtles Kirkby Stephen Town Council 
4. Rob Charlton Grassington 
5. George Coney Hebden 
6. Steve Coetzer Gargrave  
7. Scot Inman Kirkby Malhamdale 
8. Mark Jones Grinton 
9. Janet Keighley Hetton cum Bordley 
10. Margaret Longworth Orton
11. Ian Macefield Kettlewell with Starbotton 
12. Jackie McCartney Melbecks 
13. Richard Phillips Hudswell & District 
14. Jane Way Buckden 
15. Brenda Williams Burnsall 
16. Hamish Wilson Garsdale 

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (“YDNPA”) Members: 

Neil Heseltine Craven West Parishes & Chair of the YDNPA 
Liz Hall Craven East Parishes 
Allen Kirkbride Richmondshire Parishes 
Ian McPherson South Lakeland, Cumbria & Lancashire Parishes 
Julie Hutton Deputy Chair of YDNPA 

NPA officers attending: David Butterworth (Chief Executive), Kathryn Beardmore (Director of 

Park Services), Gary Smith (Director of Conservation & Community), Hannah Kay (Dark 

Skies Project Manager) 

Admin: Clare Tamea (Committees Officer), Sam Parfitt (PA to the Chief Executive & Chair) 

1. The meeting was Chaired by Neil Heseltine (one of four parish members on the Board

and also Chair of the Authority).  The Chair welcomed attendees, introduced NPA

representatives and explained the principal purpose of the forum: to have greater

dialogue and communication between the YDNPA and Parishes on current issues and

challenges being faced, with the aim of having positive and constructive discussions.

2. Road Traffic with increased visitors:

(a) Councils Against Noise and Speed (CANS) 

Hamish Wilson (Garsdale PC, Chair of CANS) gave an update on CANS since the group 

was established in December 2020 by a group of Parish Councils.  The group’s 

membership currently stands at 15; including one County Councillor, 2 District 

Councillors and 12 Parish Councillors – all within the Devil’s Bridge ‘triangle’, which 

includes Hawes, Kirkby Lonsdale, Ingleton, Sedbergh and Kirkby Stephen.  He 

emphasised the group don’t want to demonise bikers or drivers. They welcome visitors, 

but they want to ensure the law is enforced against the minority of motorcyclists and car 



drivers who exceed legal limits of speed and noise. This is simply to ensure respect for 

the communities and their way of life. 

 

In the short term, they want this to be achieved by increasing the levels of visibly 

patrolling police; and in the longer term, by increased and improved technological 

measures such as average speed and acoustic cameras. 

 

CANS has the broad support of the 4 MPs whose constituencies fall in the affected area: 

Rishi Sunak (Richmond); Tim Farron (Westmorland and Lonsdale); David Morris 

(Morecambe and Lunesdale) and Julian Smith (Skipton and Ripon). Tim Farron has 

tabled an Early Day Motion in the House of Commons, calling on the Government to 

introduce average speed cameras throughout the national parks, legislate to decrease 

noise pollution and increase police patrols during the peak motorcycle season.   

 

The group has been in close contact with North Yorkshire, Cumbria and Lancashire 

police, who have generally been very supportive. For example, this year the Chief 

Constable for North Yorkshire agreed to an increase in policing during the main season, 

with several highly successful days of action in conjunction with Cumbria and Lancashire 

police. These operations involved an uplift in the number of safety camera vans, more 

officers to stop vehicles, and inspections of vehicles. The police set up engagement 

points at key locations and conducted a publicity campaign through social media linking 

up with relevant organisations such as Motorcycle News. Community Speedwatch 

volunteers were deployed across the area.  

 

The PCC for Cumbria plans to install average speed cameras on the A683 and the group 

are pressing for acoustic cameras which North Yorkshire Police are currently 

investigating. 

 

The group are also pushing for changes in legislation in terms of sale of exhaust pipes 

(preventing the sale of “track only” exhausts for road users), and to include motorbikes in 

the ban on new petrol engines from 2030. 

 

CANS are looking at education as well as legislation.  They have a press officer 

submitting articles to national motorbike magazines and are planning a speed awareness 

poster campaign for parish councils on the circuit. 

 

As a result of their work so far, local residents have reported a quieter season but they 

recognise they still they have a way to go as things won’t change overnight. 

 

Ian McPherson wished to record his thanks to Hamish Wilson for starting the CANS 

group and for the work he has put in. 

 

A question was asked if membership is available to all Parish Councils in the National 

Park? Mr Wilson advised the group would need to discuss this suggestion although he 

did feel that if the membership was too broad the group would become unwieldy and less 

focused. It was noted that if the Devil’s Bridge area gets ‘sorted’ it could have a knock on 

effect in other areas.   

 

There was interest in how speed limits can be reduced, for example the “20 is plenty” 

campaign. It sometimes appears as if organisations responsible almost require serious 

incidents caused by speeding to occur before they will consider speed reductions – the 



upcoming 2022 elections may provide an opportunity to push candidates to tackle these 

concerns. 

 

b) Road Traffic Conflicts 

 

Ian Macefield (Kettlewell with Starbotton PC) raised concerns with visitor management 
and conflicts between different roads users, eg SUVs, pelotons, delivery vans, tractors, 
caravans and motorhomes using rural roads.   
 
He acknowledged that people have a right to get from A-B so it would need lateral 
thinking on how to manage this issue. Perhaps having 20mph speed limit where roads 
are narrow particularly near schools would be feasible. Some visitors have little 
experience of driving on narrow roads. Education may help and there may be scope to 
encourage Highways Authorities to add passing places and signpost accordingly. 
 
Publicizing available bus routes may also be helpful. 
 
Burnsall PC highlighted some concerns with visitor management and said the village 
was sometimes gridlocked in summer – an issue caused by social media posts 
‘advertising’ the area. 
 
Kathryn Beardmore (YDNPA) advised that the Authority has worked hard on social 

media on educating visitors during the Covid pandemic. ‘Meet & Greet’ Volunteers have 

been in place outside National Park Centres and YDNPA has employed 2 seasonal 

assistants up to end October to engage with visitors to observe the Countryside Code. 

 

3. Sustainability 

 

(a) Making Parish Halls more sustainable 

 

Mark Jones (Grinton PC) advised on a recent initiative by Richmondshire District Council 

which invited anyone in the area with a public building to enter a “competition”, to have 

their buildings surveyed to assess if they are ‘fit for the future’. This will help take a big 

burden off Parish Council funds.  

 

The YDNPA’s Sustainable Development Fund supports projects that result in positive 

benefits for the Yorkshire Dales National Park - its environment, its economy, and its 

communities. This Fund provides a simple and accessible source of money for local 

projects. This is open to any individual, business, community groups or voluntary-sector 

bodies. This may be a source of funding which could help to make village halls more 

sustainable. 

Robert Bellfield (Settle Town Council) mentioned Salix Finance Funding (Phase 3 Public 

Sector Decarbonisation Scheme), the aim of which is to improve energy efficiency, 

reduce carbon emissions and lower energy bills. This is a useful source of interest-free 

capital loans to the public sector, for example to pay for LED street lighting.  

 

(b) What can the YDNPA do to promote sustainability in the National Park? 

 

Mark Jones introduced this item. Mark used the Brundtland Commission’s definition: 

“Sustainable development is development which meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the needs of the future”. 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/sustainable-development-fund/


Given that so many issues are inter-connected (climate change, increasing use of fossil 

fuels, increase in visitors), and the scale and urgency of the problems, Mark queried 

whether enough was being done to make sure the National Park will still be here for our 

children and grandchildren. Mark suggested that the YDNPA needs set out clearly what 

it’s vision of a sustainable national park is, and have a comprehensive view of what 

sustainability for this National Park looks like. He urged the YDNPA to “think the 

unthinkable” – to consider bold and radical solutions which may not be popular. For 

example, allowing water-powered energy generation, far more wind turbines, requiring 

new buildings to be sustainable before planning permission is granted, having 

community power co-operatives, appointing a “Future Generations Commissioner” (as 

the Welsh Government has done), to come up with solutions that could be adopted in the 

National Park.  Climate Change and Nature Recovery need to be at the forefront of 

thinking – the National Park Authority needs to be a leader and an exemplar, with the 

expertise to provide advice to help everyone understand what they need to do, 

throughout the National Park. He suggested learning from, and possibly linking up with, 

the Centre for Alternative Technology in Wales so the YDNPA can provide this expert 

advice through their website (for example what people can do to make their own homes 

more sustainable and what would be acceptable in terms of planning policy).  

 

The Chair welcomed the challenge set out by Mr Jones. He urged all the various 

environmental groups in the National Park to come together to share ideas. 

 

Ian Macefield suggested that local resources should be used wherever possible (eg 

using sheep wool for insulation).  

 

Gary Smith (YDNPA) advised on the work that was underway nationwide to address 

climate change. More locally there is modelling taking place across North Yorkshire and 

Cumbria as to what changes will be required to become a “carbon negative” region by 

2040. The scale of these changes required will be breath-taking and will require huge 

cultural shifts. These challenges will be driven by forces beyond the YDNPA, but we 

have been playing our role on this agenda for many years and would continue to do so.  

 

Climate Change and Nature Recovery are common threads which run through the 

current YDNPA Management Plan and Local Plan. Gary confirmed that the existing 

Management Plan has the ambition - “By 2040, it (the park) will be resilient and 

responsive to the impacts of climate change, storing more carbon each year than it 

produces.” A new Management Plan will be written in the next 18 months which may set 

an even more ambitious target and all key stakeholders would be encouraged to share 

their views as this was developed. A new Local Plan was also being developed, part of 

which would need to balance any conflict between the need for viable, affordable new 

homes and the desire to encourage all new home-builders to meet sustainability 

requirements.  

 

On renewable energy, Gary advised that YDNPA was keen to support hydro-energy 

schemes and advised that those wishing to develop such schemes could apply for 

funding under the Sustainable Development Fund. On guidance for home energy-saving 

measures, YDNPA does support small scale wind turbines; and a design guide (on the 

Authority’s) website shows which sustainable energy sources are counted as “permitted 

development” hence not needing planning permission. 

 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/06/Yorkshire-Dales-Design-Guide.pdf


Gary’s slides  highlighted that farming and land management were the main contributor 

to greenhouse gas emissions in the National Park - far exceeding those from travel and 

homes. Hence, land management projects were YDNPA priorities, for example peatland 

restoration and woodland planting (more than 6000 ha of woodland over the next 10 

years). YDNPA is currently working with a group of farmers and landowners to carry out 

carbon audits with the hope that funding those plans will make those businesses more 

profitable as well as reducing their carbon emissions. 

Gary advised of the Circular Yorkshire Week 2021 – a campaign led by York & North 

Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership in collaboration with partners from across 

Yorkshire. This focuses on supporting towns and communities to understand and use 

circular economy practices. https://www.ynylep.com/news/circular-yorkshire/circular-

yorkshire-week-2021 

 

4. Dark Skies – lighting 

 

Hannah Kay thanked all the Parishes who had supported the National Park’s successful 

application to achieve International Dark Skies Status. She gave a presentation on 

lighting advice and funding opportunities for lighting properties.  Information is available 

on the Authority’s website: 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/why-does-our-dark-sky-

need-protecting/good-lighting-advice/ This aims to assist people make informed choices 

on lighting. 

Kathryn Beardmore reported that NYCC are developing a North Yorkshire Street Lighting 

Project which will provide support to Parishes to improve street lighting that Parishes 

own.  When the project goes ‘live’, YDNPA can send out details to Parishes. 

 

5. Ideas for future Forum meetings 

 

It will be up for Parishes to determine how they wish the forums to be run in future 

[Parishes who attended the meeting were asked to complete a short survey for their 

views on the conduct and content of this meeting]. 

Ian McPherson gave a reminder that there is a Parish Section on the YDNPA website 

where information from previous forums is held.  Perhaps this section could be made 

more functional by giving people the opportunity to converse with each other?  He 

suggested we revert back to individual sections of the park having forums (North, South, 

West), but appreciated that having meetings by Zoom allows a wider geographical input. 

A mixed approach using both types of meeting could be considered. 

 

6. AOB 

 

Rob Charlton (Grassington PC) asked about impact of the recent North Yorkshire and 
Cumbria Local Government Reviews on the National Park. 
David Butterworth advised that, under the proposals in Cumbria, Barrow, South Lakeland 
and Eden would have areas in the National Park, although there is currently a legal 
challenge by Cumbria County Council against the government’s plans for new Unitaries. 
North Yorkshire will be one large unitary authority with elections taking place in May 
2022 prior to it coming into place in April 2023.  There are no immediate impacts 
although it will affect work in the future. YDNPA is currently in discussions with NYCC to 
see if it can provide any assistance with their agenda.   

 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/10/Parish-Forum-CO-emissions.pdf
https://www.ynylep.com/news/circular-yorkshire/circular-yorkshire-week-2021
https://www.ynylep.com/news/circular-yorkshire/circular-yorkshire-week-2021
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/10/Parish-council-forum-Dark-Sky-Presentation.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/why-does-our-dark-sky-need-protecting/good-lighting-advice/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/why-does-our-dark-sky-need-protecting/good-lighting-advice/

