
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

  

 
  

 
 

  
 

Dairy cows 
The Northern Dairy Shorthorn was the dairy cow of 
choice the length and breadth of Wensleydale for at 
least two hundred years. 

Nearly every farmer we interviewed for the Dairy 
Days project grew up with them and remembered 
them with affection. They were individually named 
and known and though not everyone regretted 
their replacement with the ‘black and white’ 
continentals, their long productive life and docile 
nature was appreciated by most. 

Joseph Hopper of Yorescott with 
a dairy shorthorn cow. 1920s. 
Ann Holubecki collection. 

“I remember one red cow, we bought it off our neighbour Mr Sunter, 
it was a real pet, and m’father used t’let us practice milking with this 
old cow. We used t’let ‘em out t’water out t’the trough and it was in 
the yard one day and us kids were messing about, it had horns, and 
it got its horns just in my clothing and hooked me straight over its 
back. I wasn’t hurt, but it was a bit of a shock!” 
Alan Pratt (73), formerly ofWest End, Marsett and Studdah Farm, Bellerby 

“…the biggest thing about the 
milking industry is the Holstein 
cow…it’s an amazing animal, 
it’ll produce 10,000 litres easy, 
maybe 12,000 litres in a year, 
whereas a, the old type Friesian 
cow would give half that amount 
and so…but it’s sort of white water 
really, it’s not milk, it’s like just 
…what we’ll call white water!” 
Clifford Herbert Allen (65), late of ScaurAA
Head Farm, Gayle, HawesAA

George Sledge (82), formerly of Craggs Farm, 
Constable Burton nr Leyburn. He won many 
prizes with his cows. 

The superior milk producing abilities 
of the British Friesian cow eventually 
persuaded people to make the 
change, for some it was gradual, 
for others quite rapid. 

In its turn, the Friesian was replaced 
by the Holstein which had the ability 
to produce far greater amounts of 
milk, but wasn’t universally admired. 

Keeping and showing pedigree cattle 
got your name known and helped 
with sales but it was hard work both 
keeping detailed stock records and 
prepping animals for the show. 

The Allen family children herding their cows down 
to be milked. Scaur Head Farm, Sleddale, 1990s. 
Courtesy of Debbie Allen. Photo by John Forder 

This panel has been produced by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority as part 
of the National Lottery Heritage Fund project ‘Dairy Days’, working with the 
community to research, record and share stories of Wensleydale’s dairying heritage. 

Find out more about the project on our blog https://blog.yorkshiredales.org.uk/dairy-days 




