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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 6   

 
  
Committee: PLANNING 
Date: 7 September 2021 
  
Report: UNAUTHORISED DEVELOPMENT OF LAUNDRY REFUSED 

CONSENT UNDER S/03/207A (REF. ENFORCEMENT CASE 
ES/03/303) 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 

1. To advise Members of the current situation and to seek authorisation for formal 
enforcement action to secure the cessation of laundry use and the removal of laundry 
and associated equipment from outbuildings to the rear of 59 Main Street, Sedbergh.  
 

Strategic Planning Framework 
 

2. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the 
National Planning Policy Framework, the Authority’s statutory purposes and its 
approved strategic planning framework:  

Yorkshire Dales National Park Local Plan 2015 - 2030 

 Policy SP1 – Sustainable Development 

 Policy SP4 – Development Quality 
 

3. At paragraph 207 the NPPF also states that: “Effective enforcement is important as a 
means of maintaining public confidence in the planning system. Enforcement action is 
discretionary, and local planning authorities should act proportionately in responding to 
suspected breaches of planning control”. 

  
Relevant Planning History 
 

4. S/03/207 – full planning permission for the change of use of shop and residential flat to 
professional services and office use. Approved 02/05/2000. 

5. S/03/207A – full planning permission for alterations to existing outbuilding to form 
laundry to serve applicant’s holiday let business at buildings to the rear. Refused 
18/12/2020. 
 

Background 
 

6. The site is a pair of small, single storey outbuildings located to the rear of properties on 
Main Street. The outbuildings form part of a row of similar buildings that serve 
properties backing onto Davis Yard. The outbuildings consist of 2 interconnected 
sections: a wider, squarer stone building and a narrower, longer building that has been 
altered through the addition of a new concrete floor and a blockwork front wall finished 
in timber boarding in place of the original makeshift wood panelled / open fronted 
aspect. 
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7. Towards the end of 2020, a complaint was received that works were underway to 
convert what had been business storage space in the stone building, and open fronted 
storage space (used by various properties) in the longer building, into a public laundry.  

 
8. This matter could not be investigated further as a result of Covid restrictions but the 

owner was advised that the development would require planning consent. On 
6/11/2020, the Enforcement team were advised that application S/03/207A had been 
submitted to seek consent for alterations to existing outbuilding to form a laundry to 
serve the applicant’s holiday let business. This application was refused on 18/12/2020 
on grounds that: 

 

 The change of use of the outbuildings to a commercial laundry business would lead to 
noise, odours and disturbance that would be inappropriate in this location leading to 
disturbance of the occupiers of the neighbouring residential properties and an adverse 
effect on residential amenity contrary to policies SP1 and SP4 of the Yorkshire Dales 
Local Plan (2015-2030). 

 
The owner did not appeal the outcome of S/03/207A. 

 
9. The owner did not respond to emails asking how he intended to proceed given refusal 

of S/03/207A. A site visit on 19/5/21 showed building work still underway and some 
laundry equipment present but not connected. The owner felt he did not need consent 
to reinstate laundry use that he said had operated in the stone building somewhere 
between 1997 and 2007. Advice was given that development of laundry use would 
represent unauthorised development and that any further work would be entirely at his 
own risk. 

 
10. Subsequent correspondence with the owner refuted the idea that a new laundry use 

could be viewed as a continuation of laundry use that ended in 2007, and that any 
previous and new laundry use (the complainant doubted previous laundry use), would 
represent  unauthorised development / use inconsistent with the approved use of the 
buildings. 

 
11. After receipt of further information that laundry development had continued, another 

email was sent to the owner on 21/6/21 to ascertain their intentions, reiterate  that 
laundry use could be subject to planning enforcement action, and to advise that any 
such development was entirely at the owner’s own risk. The owner did not respond. 

 
12. In July 2021, further information from the complainant advised that laundry use had 

commenced. A site visit on 21/7/21 found that 2 of 3 washing machines were in use 
and two dryers had been installed. Other equipment consistent with laundry use (sink, 
washing baskets, ironing board, linen press) were present in addition to associated 
equipment (wall mounted boiler, water cylinder). A dehumidifier was being installed 
during the site visit. The laundry operation was largely complete and in use.  

 
13. The YDNPA complainant (a relative of an elderly resident) referred noise concerns to 

South Lakeland DC’s EHO team in July 2021. A discussion with EHOs on 22/7/21 
confirmed that it would be some time before the outcome of the investigation would be 
known. As at 18/8/21, the Enforcement complainant has provided details of noise 
concerns but the EHO investigation is not complete.  
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Conclusion 
 

14. Despite refusal of S/03/207A and advice from the Enforcement Team that the 
development represented a breach of planning control, development continued, and  
the two interconnected buildings are now in use as a laundry. During consultation, 
EHOs indicated provisions should be specified to control noise emanating from the site 
to protect the amenity of local residents. However, the application was refused on 
grounds that laundry use would generate noise, odours and disturbance that would be 
difficult to control and would have an adverse effect on residential amenity contrary to 
SP1 and SP4 of the Yorkshire Dales Local Plan (2015-2030).  

 
 

15. The laundry represents unauthorised development, an unauthorised change of use and 
a breach of planning control. S/03/207A was refused because of concerns over an 
adverse impact on the amenity of local residents and, as a result, controls required by 
EHOs could not be applied. Planning consent was refused because of potential harm 
from noise and other issues and it is relevant that a noise complaint is currently being 
investigated.  

 
16. For the reasons detailed above it is considered necessary to take action against the 

unauthorised development and use of this building as a laundry. 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
  

17.  That the Authority’s Solicitor be authorised to serve an Enforcement Notice to secure: 
 

a) The discontinuance of laundry use of the interconnected buildings; 
b) Removal of  laundry equipment and all associated equipment from the buildings. 
c) A compliance period of 1 month 

 
18.  That in the event of non-compliance with the requirements of the enforcement notice, 

the Authority’s solicitor be authorised to commence prosecution. 
      
Ian Faircloth 
Enforcement Officer 
17 August 2021 
 


