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1. Introduction 
 
The network of public footpaths, bridleways, byways and restricted byways which cross 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP) are extremely important because: 
 

• The historic and extensive public rights of way, supplemented by large areas of 
public access, provide many opportunities for the enjoyment of the National Park. 

• They are fundamental to achieving the National Park Authority’s second purpose of 
‘promoting opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special 
qualities of the National Park by the public’. 

• They make a vital contribution to the economy of the National Park.  
 

This plan sets out the approach for the delivery of the maintenance and improvement of 
the rights of way network within the Yorkshire Dales over the next 5 years.  
 
 
2. What We Are Trying To Achieve 
 
This plan is a means to an end, not an end in itself. It is therefore necessary to consider 
the Authority’s existing objectives for rights of way.  
 
The overall aim for Access & Recreation, of which rights of way are a key part, as drafted 
in the National Park Management Plan (2019/24)1 is: 

“A friendly, open and welcoming place with outstanding opportunities to enjoy its 
special qualities”.  

 
The National Park Management Plan also sets out two specific objectives for rights of way 
maintenance in the National Park: 

B1 Maintain and promote the Pennine Trails and other recognised long-distance 
routes, and benefit a wide variety of users by raising the standard of all public rights 
of way so that 90% are ‘easy to use’ by 2024 
 
B2 Carry out works to improve access and identify appropriate public rights of way 
and established permissive routes so that 262 km (10%) are suitable for users of all 
ages and abilities by 2024 

 
Further guidance on the Authority’s approach to the management of rights of way is set 
out in the Special Qualities, Special Experiences, an integrated recreation and tourism 
strategy - policy and principles. 
 
To succeed in delivering the key objectives for rights of way across the whole National 
Park, and bring the rights of way to the same standard it is essential that a clear and co-
ordinated approach is adopted by the Authority.  However, priorities for improvement of the 
existing public rights of way will be influenced by advice from the Local Access Forum and 

 
1 The National Park Management Plan (2019/2024) is currently being finalised and the Special Qualities, 
Special Experience policy document is being reviewed in 2018/2019.  



 

suggestions made in the County Councils Rights of Way Improvement Plans (ROWIP) 
where they are up to date. 
 
 
3. Legal Requirements 
 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) has Delegation Agreements with 
both North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and Cumbria County Council (CCC). In 
addition, the Authority is in the final stages of agreeing a Delegation Agreement with 
Lancashire County Council (LCC).  These Delegation Agreements allow YDNPA to carry 
out certain highway functions in relation to the maintenance of the public rights of way 
network.  It includes specific statutory duties and responsibilities.  
 
 
4. The Organisational Structure 
 
The Park Services Directorate of the YDNPA has overall responsibility for the network of 
rights of way in the National Park. Within the directorate, the Ranger Service is responsible 
for the delivery of rights of way maintenance and improvement on the ground, and 
provides a first point of contact for local communities and users on rights of way issues.  
 
The Ranger Service is divided into three geographical areas: Northern Dales (Swaledale 
and Wensleydale) Southern Dales (Wharfedale, Malhamdale, Three Peaks and 
Lancashire) and the Western Dales (the Cumbria area of the Park). Every year, money for 
rights of way work is allocated to each of the three areas. The targets within this plan 
assist with the prioritisation of work across all three of these areas.  
 
 
5. Current Situation 
 
The rights of way network is the National Park’s most important recreational resource. The 
total length of public rights of way within the Yorkshire Dales National Park is 2,623km.  
 
This network consists of:  
 

 Pre 1/8/16 Post 1/8/16 
Public Footpath 1454km 1747km 
Public Bridleway 618km 786km 
Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) 45km 70km 
Restricted Byway (None at present) 14km 20km 

 
Public rights of way maintenance and improvement in the National Park reflects the 
importance of the rights of way network to recreational users, visitors’ enjoyment and the 
local economy. Fundamentally, the YDNPA sees this work as a priority work programme, 
and uses its own resources to maintain and improve the network.  
 
The YDNPA will continue to seek to improve and enhance the rights of way network by the 
creation of new legally defined routes or through the co-operation of landowners in relation 



 

to the ongoing management and creation of permanent or permissive paths, where these 
further National Park purposes and are appropriate to the resources available.  
 
The condition of the network is currently measured by one of the English National Park 
Authority Family of Indicators: 
 

• % of Rights of Way that are Easy to Use by members of the public (but may not 
follow the definitive line). 
 

 
For five years, up until 2016, the ease of use indicator for the National Park area averaged 
90%.  On 1st August 2016 the National Park area increased in size to include more of 
Cumbria and for the first time part of Lancashire.  From 2017, this meant a proportional 
increase in the length of the rights of way as shown in the table previously.  This also had 
a knock on effect on the ease of use indicator, which in 2017 was 82% for the ‘old’ and 
‘new’ National Park area combined.  The revised National Park Management Plan 
objective recognises the need to establish a rights of way network maintained to a high 
standard across the whole National Park area and aims to have the ease of use back to 
90% by 2024.   
 
 
6. How We Will Achieve Our Objectives 
 
While rights of way management encompasses many areas of work, this plan identifies six 
areas that are essential to achieving the objectives.  
 
They are: 
 

Ease of Use  1.  Signs and Waymarking 
2. Infrastructure 
3. Surface Condition 
4. Engineered Routes 
5. Bridges and River Crossings 

Accessibility  6.  Access for All (inc the Miles Without Stiles programme) 
 
 
For each of these areas of work, this plan sets out: 

• Specific yearly targets, which collectively will enable a strategic and targeted 
approach to be taken to rights of way maintenance (some of these targets may 
also appear as ‘actions’ in the Corporate Plan for the relevant financial year). 

• Guiding principles that shape our policy and overall approach to what we do. 

• The Authority’s responsibilities as delegated Highway Authority. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7. How We Will Monitor Our Progress 
 
To establish whether we are achieving our objectives a comprehensive monitoring system 
has been in place for the last 15 years. Information relating to the six key targets is 
recorded on a regular basis by Rangers and Volunteers (through QGIS a geographical 
data base). The recording of information relating to the six key areas of public rights of way 
work and targets is an integral part of all Rangers work. 
 
By collecting the relevant baseline data we identify where we are in relation to our targets.  
 
Progress towards our targets is reported annually to the Authority, the County Councils 
under the Delegation Agreement and the Local Access Forum. 
 



 

 
 
Ease of Rights of Way Use: 
 
Ease of Use will continue to be recorded as the overarching record of overall improvement and the 
English National Parks family indicator. Statistics on the ease of use of public rights of way in 
England are collected annually by each National Park Authority. 
 
Ease of use is measured according to the percentage of total length of footpaths and other rights of 
way, which are easy to use, by members of the public. This involves consideration of: 

• The extent to which a footpath or other right of way is signposted or waymarked.  

• The extent of unlawful obstructions and other interference, including overhanging vegetation, 
to the public rights of passage. 

• Good repair of the surface and lawful barriers, such as stiles and gates, to a standard 
necessary to enable the public to use without undue inconvenience.  

 
 

Suggested Corporate Plan Objective: 
 
Manage the network of public rights of way so that 90% of rights of way are ‘easy to use’ by 
2024 by members of the public even though they may not follow the definitive line 
 

20018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/23 2023/24 
Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual 
84%  86%  87%  88%  89%  90%  

 
 
*The Ease of Use figure is based on a 5% random sample of the network in any one year. This means that the 
sampling method can itself lead to some variation (up or down) from one year to the next. To establish a trend it is 
necessary to view the figures over a sustained number of years. 



 

Signs and Waymarking:  
 
Description:  
Effective signposting and waymarking give 
the public confidence to use the public 
rights of way network, assist land and 
visitor management, and reduce trespass 
and visitor conflicts. 
 
 
Context: 
As delegated Highway Authority, YDNPA 
has:  

• The duty to signpost all footpaths, 
bridleways and byways where they 
leave a metalled road. 

• The power to erect and maintain 
(with the permission of the 
landowner) signposts along any 
footpath, bridleway or BOAT to 
assist people unfamiliar with the 
locality. 

 
 
 
Targets: 
Percentage of rights of way signposted 
where they leave a metalled road: 
 

18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
Target Target Target Target Target Target 
96% 97% 98% 98% 99% 99% 

 
Cairns 
We will endeavour to remove new or existing 
cairns which are not of historical importance 
or a recorded feature.

Signs and Waymarking 
Guiding Principles 
 
Signing 
A sign should only be erected where: 

1. There is a statutory requirement to do so: or 

2. There is a need to manage visitor behaviour in 
order to protect conservation or other 
interests; and a sign is the most effective way 
of doing this, and its provision is less 
damaging than the problem it is seeking to 
prevent; or 

3. There is a need to convey information/ 
interpretation to the public in order to pursue 
the National Park Authority’s ‘second’ purpose 
of promoting understanding and enjoyment, a 
sign is the only and most effective way to do 
this, and its provision would be 
environmentally acceptable. 

 
Waymarking 
The only statutory requirement is a fingerpost 
indicating where a right of way leaves a metalled 
road. Any other ‘waymarking’ will depend on 
location: 

• From settlements and other development, 
waymarking will be sympathetic and used to 
the extent necessary to orientate visitors and 
give them confidence in their surroundings for 
example farm yards: 

• In rural lowland areas waymarking will be 
basic but clear to avoid ‘over-management’ 
and will be unobtrusive within the 
surroundings; 

• In upland areas the use of waymarks will only 
be used out of legal necessity or where 
required as an aid to navigation, with the aim 
to ensure that any signs of human activity are 
minimal given that typical users could be 
expected to carry a map and compass.  

• We will endeavour to remove unnecessary 
and misleading signs from all areas. 

 
Orientation  
Ensure that the rights of way network, particularly 
around village centres, is suitable for all standards 
of walkers and provides a variety of circular 
routes: 
• sign and colour code mountain bike and 

walking circular and linear routes on popular 
low level trails. 

Roadside Signs  
Guiding Principles 
Where there is a duty to signpost a right of 
way where it leaves a metalled road it is 
recommended that the sign should indicate: 

• the nature of the right of way, i.e. whether 
it is a footpath, bridleway or byway; 

• the destination of the way; 

• the distance to this. 
 



 

Rights of Way Infrastructure:  
 
Description: 
The repair, replacement and improvement of 
rights of way infrastructure is a fundamental part 
of public rights of way maintenance and 
management. Ensuring that infrastructure is in 
good repair and is easy to use is essential to 
providing a safe and accessible network.  
 
For the purpose of this plan infrastructure may 
refer to gates, stiles and any other type of 
boundary crossing and directional signage but 
not waymarker posts. 
 
Context: 
The Highways Act 1980 requires any stile or gate 
across a right of way to be maintained by the 
landowner in a safe condition and to the standard 
of repair required to prevent unreasonable 
interference with the right of users. A landowner 
is entitled to recover at least 25% towards the 
cost of this from their local highway authority. 
 
Given the importance of the rights of way 
network to the area, the YDNPA has a policy by 
which the Authority will fund 100% towards the 
cost of rights of way maintenance by undertaking 
the work.  
 
As delegated Highway Authority, YDNPA also 
has the power to: 

• Take all reasonable steps for repairing and making good stiles, gates or other works 
when the landowner has failed to do so using British Standards BS 5709:2018 as 
guiding principles. 

• Authorise new stiles or gates in certain circumstances following Sec 147 procedures and 
Defra Guidance Authorising Structures (gaps, gates & stiles) on Rights of Way. 

 
Targets: 
Percentage of public rights of way infrastructure maintained in condition 1, 2 or 32 

 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
 Target Target Target Target Target Target 

Condition 1 92 92 93 94 95 95 
Condition 2 6 6 6 5 4 4 
Condition 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 

 
2 Infrastructure condition information is gathered and monitored through public right of way surveys carried out by 
volunteers (every route surveyed on a two year cycle) and is defined as: 
     1 - In good order and will last up to three years 
     2 – In need of minor repairs and will not last three years (includes improvements to make ‘easy to use’) 
     3 – Urgent work required 
 

Maintenance of Rights of Way 
Infrastructure Guiding Principles 
 
Where repair and replacement of 
infrastructure is required, any work should 
be subject to the following considerations: 
• Infrastructure should be suitable to the 

route’s status and should be of a 
standard necessary for them to be used 
without undue inconvenience.  

• Construction should be of a high 
standard and appropriate to the route’s 
use. Although there is no statutory 
design to which infrastructure must 
comply, suggested designs are provided 
by publications such as ‘British Standard 
– Gaps, gates and stiles’ or the ‘Pennine 
Bridleway Design Guide’.  

• Infrastructure should be appropriate to 
its location: matching where possible the 
local design, material and methods of 
construction. All works should safeguard 
the historical, scenic and environmental 
value of the National Park. 

• Wherever an existing piece of 
infrastructure is being maintained, every 
opportunity to replace difficult barriers 
with more accessible features will be 
considered. For example: where a 
ladder stile needs replacing could it be 
replaced with a gap or gate? The less 
remote a route the more stringently this 
criteria for repairs should be applied. 



 

Surface Condition: 
 
Description: 
The good repair of the surface of a right of way 
is necessary to enable the public to use a route 
without undue inconvenience. As a last resort 
works are sometimes required to: 
• Maintain the surface of a right of way in a 

condition appropriate for its expected use. 
• Address environmental or landscape 

impacts.  
 
There are no universal solutions to problems 
associated with the surface condition of a route. 
Each right of way has specific requirements 
influenced by the particular circumstances of 
the route and will demand different solutions.  
 
The range of options available, to address 
concerns over surface condition, are therefore 
numerous, and may include: drainage works, 
surfacing, subsoiling, flagging or revetment. 
Such works may be minor or major in nature.  
 
Context: 
As delegated Highway Authority, YDNPA has: 
• The duty to maintain publicly maintainable 

highways at the public expense.  
• The power to agree to undertake 

maintenance of a footpath or bridleway.  
• The power to improve, widen or level rights 

of way. 
• The power to undertake works to drain a 

right of way. 
   
Targets: 
Percentage of the public rights of way 
network requiring major works due to 
concerns over surface condition3” 

 
3 Major works are defined as those, which will require 
significant financial resources to address (over 5k) because 
the surface condition is seriously damaged & not in a state 
suitable for its use (equivalent to Green Lane Survey 
Category 3).  
Information on surface condition is complied by Rangers and 
through the Green Lane Condition Surveys.  

18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
Target Target Target Target Target Target 
22km 21km 20km 19km 18km 17km 

Repair of Route Surfaces, and Upland 
Paths Guiding Principles 
 
When there is no other option but to repair the 
surface of a right of way, it is essential that the 
right solution is found for each situation. All 
works should take into consideration: user 
requirements, accessibility considerations, legal 
status of route, route environment (maintain the 
character of the route in relation to its 
environment and surroundings), appropriate 
design and sensitive landscaping, use of 
materials, and ecological or archaeological 
constraints.  Where repair and/or maintenance 
of a route is necessary for environmental or 
recreational reasons, it should be subject to the 
following: 
 
• Works will be of a high standard of design, 
having minimal impact on setting and character, 
and implemented, where possible, using 
indigenous materials, sympathetic in colour and 
texture to the immediate surrounding area, and 
consideration given to the environmental 
sustainability of the materials used. Traditional 
techniques will be used and uniformity of 
construction avoided where possible. 
 
• Techniques used will protect existing vegetation 
and, normally, only locally occurring plant 
species will be used in restoration.  Non-local 
species will be acceptable only where 
necessary as a nurse crop.  
 
• The more remote the route, the more stringently 
these criteria will be applied.  This will be a 
matter of judgement, but in general the more 
remote or wild the location, the less acceptable 
an obviously engineered route will be. 
 
• Repaired routes will be suitable for the route’s 
use and constructed on a scale appropriate to 
the route’s status as a footpath, bridleway, 
restricted byway or byway (BOAT).  



 

Engineered Routes: 
 
Description: 
Where, due to recreational and environmental 
reasons, it is has been necessary to carry out 
works to the surface of a right of way and 
provide an ‘engineered’ solution it is essential 
that such routes are maintained through a 
programme of planned maintenance. 
 
Effective maintenance can prevent major 
deterioration occurring and minimise the 
extent over which repairs are needed. Its aim 
is to keep the route in a condition suitable for 
its intended use throughout its length, or to 
prevent impact on the surrounding landscape. 
 
For the purpose of this plan an ‘engineered 
route’ refers to one that has had major 
enhancement works carried out to the surface. 
These could include: aggregate, subsoiled, 
grass/gravel, flagged or geo-textile/aggregate 
paths, stone pitched paths, tarmac/concrete 
paths  
 
Planned maintenance may include re-dressing 
and re-compaction of surface material, 
maintaining existing drainage, upgrading 
existing drainage or incorporating new 
drainage.  
 
 
Context: 
As delegated Highway Authority, YDNPA has the duty to: 
• Maintain publicly maintainable highways at the public expense.  
 
Total length of routes engineered  134km % (as percentage of network) 
 
Targets: 
Percentage of engineered routes in condition 14 
 

 
4 All engineered routes should be monitored regularly. Information on their condition is gathered through this ongoing 
monitoring and is defined as: 
     1 - In good order – no works required 
     2 – In need of minor repairs to prevent further deterioration  
     3 – Urgent work required as serious deterioration has occurred 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 
 Actual Target Target Target Target Target 

Condition 1 85% 86% 87% 88% 89% 90% 

Maintaining Engineered Routes 
Guiding Principles 
 
All engineered route should be subject to the 
following considerations: 
 
• Regular monitoring of the route is necessary 

to identify any problems at an early stage. 

• Adequate and effective drainage is the single 
most important factor affecting the success of 
engineered routes. It is essential that:  
     - drainage systems are regularly  
      monitored and evaluated to ensure  
      that their condition does not  
      deteriorate. 
     - ongoing maintenance is carried out  
      in order to keep them functioning  
      properly. 
 Without maintenance drains become 
blocked, causing water logging on flat or 
lowland paths, and erosion to upland paths 
and surrounds. 

• Techniques should continue to be used to 
encourage re-vegetation of the route and 
surrounding area. 

• Many routes that have been surfaced with 
aggregate will require re-surfacing over time 
to maintain the standard of the surface. 

  
It is essential that when planning capital 
engineered maintenance works that appropriate 
year on year budgetary provision be made for 
future maintenance. 



 

Bridges and River Crossings: 
 
Description:  
Providing and maintaining bridges, stepping 
stones and fords that carry public rights of way 
are an essential part of the network. 
 
The role of the YDNPA involves: 

• Carrying out a general condition survey 
of all bridges every year. Dales 
Volunteers play a key part in performing 
this role. 

• Ensuring County Councils carry out a 
structural survey of ‘major bridges’ as 
listed in the Delegation Agreement.  

• Carrying out maintenance works as 
necessary to ensure that all river 
crossings are maintained in a safe 
condition. 

• Installing or replacing bridges where they 
are either missing or inappropriate to the 
status of the route. 

 
Context: 
As delegated Highway Authority, YDNPA has 
the: 

• Duty to maintain bridges that are 
maintainable at public expense5. 

• Power to construct a bridge or carry out 
major works – subject to delegation 
agreement. 

 
 
 

Targets: 
Percentage of publicly maintainable bridges and river crossings maintained in 
condition 1, 2 or 3”6 

 
5 The Authority will maintain all bridges on the councils’ behalf, unless it notifies the appropriate council in writing that it is 
unable to do so. 
 
6 Bridge condition information is gathered & monitored through general condition surveys carried out every year by Dales 
Volunteers of Access Rangers. They are defined as:  
   1 -  In good order and will last up to three years 
    2 – In need of minor repairs and will not last three years  
    3 – Urgent work required 

Total number of bridges                   944 
Total number of stepping stones     28 

 17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 
 Actual Target Target Target Target Target Target 

Condition 1 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 
Condition 2 9 8 8 7 7 6 5 
Condition 3 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 

Bridges and River Crossings 
Guiding Principles 
Where repair and replacement of a 
bridge is required, any work should be 
subject to the following considerations: 

• Bridges should be suitable to the 
route’s status.  

• Construction should be of a high 
standard and appropriate to the 
route’s use.  

• Bridges should be appropriate to their 
location: matching where possible the 
local design, material and methods of 
construction. All works should 
safeguard the historical, scenic and 
environmental value of the National 
Park. 

• Where a bridge is not the sole 
responsibility of the Highway Authority 
to maintain, negotiation with other 
interested parties must be carried out 
regarding: giving consent for works, 
individual responsibilities and sharing 
cost of repair.  

• Where stepping stones are being 
maintained or replaced, best practice 
design guidelines should be followed. 

• In planning any works, the 
requirements for temporary closures 
and Planning Permission must be 
considered.  

 



 

Accessibility: 
 
All visitors and residents of the YDNP should have opportunities to access the 
countryside no matter what their level of ability. The public rights of way network, 
however, often presents barriers that are limiting to access. 
Accessibility issues encompass a wide body of users. Wheelchair users, ambulant people 
mobility impairments, people with visual impairments, hearing impairments, learning 
difficulties, speech impairments, the elderly, families with pushchairs and young children 
are all potential users of the rights of way network.  
Addressing ‘access for all’ issues must be an integral part of all rights of way 
maintenance and improvement. 
 
 
Context: 
Special Qualities, Special Experience: 
People of all ages and abilities from every sector of society should have opportunities to 
enjoy the special qualities of the National Park.  
 
 
National Park Management Plan 
Objective: 

Carry out works to improve access and identify appropriate public rights of 
way and established permissive routes so that 262 km (10%) are suitable for 
users of all ages and abilities by 2024. 

 
 

Countryside Agency 
‘By All Reasonable Means’ 
 
In the absence of statutory standards for outdoor access improvements the Countryside Agency 
(CA) guidelines ‘By All Reasonable Means’ outlines a framework for improving access. Their 
framework for action is based on the principle of: 
 
• Least Restrictive Access (LRA). This requires that all work, whether planned improvement or 

ad hoc maintenance, must meet the highest possible access standards for that piece of work. 
Where the highest standards cannot be achieved – for example because of insufficient funds, 
lack of consent by owners or practical difficulties – there should always be a clearly reasoned 
justification for the decision to use a lower standard.  
LRA is an approach that helps raise the overall standard of access of a route over a period of 
time.  

• Access Standards and Management Zones: 
Currently, there are no statutory benchmarks for reasonable practice in the outdoors in regard 
to the DDA 2005. This makes it challenging for managers and owners to know what standards 
to apply when planning access improvements. CA guide recommends selecting the guidelines 
according to the particular context of a particular site or route using either the BT Countryside 
for All Accessibility Standards or Countryside Access Management Zones.  

 



 

Access for All: 
 
Description: 
Providing information on and physical access 
to the rights of way network including: 
 
• Planned programme of projects to upgrade 

specific routes. The Accessibility Audit 
(05/06) helped to identify paths with the 
potential to be improved to provide access 
to the less mobile. Such projects may 
include barrier reduction or wheelchair 
accessible schemes. 

• Ongoing maintenance of rights of way 
surface and infrastructure.   

• Information to enable individuals to make 
informed choices.  

 
Reductions in resources within the Authority’s 
budget, for the foreseeable future, will mean 
that it will be essential to secure additional 
funding and partnership approaches to 
achieve capital projects for access for all 
improvements which are beyond routine 
maintenance. 
 
Targets: 
 
Minimum percentage of rights of way and  
permissive route network accessible to  
those with limited mobility7 so that 262 km 
 (10%) are suitable for users of all ages and  
abilities by 2024. 
 
 
17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 
Actual Target Target Target Target Target 

170km 
6.5% 

183km 
7% 

196km 
7.5% 

209km 
8% 

235km 
9% 

262km 
10% 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
7 Based on Countryside Agency ‘Zone B & C’ national standard.  

Access for All 
Guiding Principles 
 

Addressing countryside ‘Access for All’ issues is 
an integral part of all works on public rights of 
way: 

 
•  In each area of the National Park, routes 

suitable for all user abilities will be identified 
and upgraded, (or where a need has been 
identified new routes will be created).  Where 
practicable, routes that loop from villages 
(especially those with visitor centres, or public 
transport interchanges and RADAR toilets) will 
be provided as a matter of priority. 

 
•  Wherever an existing right of way is being 

maintained, every opportunity to replace 
difficult barriers with more accessible features 
will be considered, e.g. replacing a ladder stile 
with a gap or gate. The less remote a route, 
the more stringently this criterion will be 
applied. 

 
•  The creation and upgrading of Access for All 

routes must safeguard the historic, scenic and 
environmental value of the National Park.  

 



 

Infrastructure Individual Area Targets 2019-2024: 
 

Infrastructure condition 1 
 

Current % 
Aug 2018 

Target 
Mar 2019 

92% 

Target 
Mar 2020 

92% 

Target  
Mar 2021 

93% 

Target  
Mar 2022 

Target  
Mar 2023 

Target  
Mar 2024 

Area  Total  Con 2/3 Con 1  92% 93% 94% 95% 95% 

CUN 1757  225 1532        87% 1546        88% 1564     89% 1599      91% 1634      93% 1669       95% 1669      95% 

Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)  14         (77)   18     (77) 35        (78) 35       (80)   35        (82)  0          (83) 

CUC 1961  194 1766       90% 1785       91% 1804     92% 1823       93% 1843       94% 1863      95% 1863      95% 

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)   19         (88)   19     (90) 19        (90) 20         (91)   20        (92)  20         (93) 

CUS 1930  243 1686       87%    1698       88% 1717     89%   1757       91%    1795       93%  1833       95% 
 

1833       95% 
               

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)  12         (84)    19     (85) 39      (86) 38        (88)   38        (90)   0          (92) 

LAN 161  37  124       77%   129        80%       132      82% 137     85% 145        90%  153        95%     153       95% 

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)  5           (6)     3      (6)   5       (7) 8          (7)   8          (5)           (8) 

LWE 2393  74 2319       97% 2321      98%  2321     98% 2321   98% 2321      98%  2321       98% 2321     98% 

Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)    2          (116)            (116)           (116)            (116)             (116)          (116) 

LWH 1727  166 1561      90% 1572      91% 
 

 1589     92% 
 

1606    93% 1623      94% 1640       95%     1640     95% 

Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)  11         (78)        17      (79)        17     (80)      17        (80)      17         (81)                 (82) 

MAL 1391  151 1240       89%    1252       90% 
     

    1280      92% 
      

    1293     93% 
     

   1308       94% 
 

   1321       95% 
      

    1321     95% 
                

Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)       12        (62)        28      (63)      13       (64)      15        (65)       13       (65)                  (66) 

RIB 1705  198 1507       88%   1535        90% 
             

      860      94%     869      95%      869      95%      869      95% 
            

       869     95% 

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)      28         (75)        34      (77)      16      (78)      17        (79)       18       (80)                  (81) 

SWA 2559  106 2453       96%   2456        96%      2456     96%    2456     96%    2456     94%     2456     95%       2456    95% 

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)       3         (123)                 (123)                (123)                 (123)                 (123)                 (123) 

UWE 1916  156 1759       92%   1781        93% 
 

     1801     94%   1820      95%    1820     95%       1820    95%       1820    95% 

 Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)      22         (88)        20       (89)     19        (90)                 (91)                  (91)                  (91) 

UWH 1674  66 1608       96%   1608       95%  1608         95%   1608       95%   1608      95%      1608    95%       1608    95% 

Repair con 3               (maintain 5%)                   (80)                   (80)                  (80)                 (80)                  (80)                  (80) 

 
Areas:  CUN Cumbria North, CUC Cumbria Central, CUS Cumbria South, LAN Lancashire, LWE Lower Wensleydale, LWH Lower Wharfedale, MAL Malhamdale,  

RIB Ribblesdale, SWA Swaledale, UWE Upper Wensleydale, UWH Upper Wharfedale 



 

 
Roadside Signs Individual Area Targets 2019-2024: 
 

Roadside Signs in Situ Current % 
May 2018 

Target 
Mar 2019 

Target 
Mar 2020 

Target  
Mar 2021 

Target  
Mar 2022 

Target  
Mar 2023 

Target  
Mar 2024 

NP Target 95% 96% 97% 98% 98% 99% 99% 
Area  Total ORSP Missing        

CUN 254 2 15    239             94%  242          95% 245            96%   248        98% 250         99% 251        99% 251         99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)     3            (12)   3              (12)     2         (13)   1          (13)              (13)              (13) 
CUC 297  25    272             92%  277          93% 282            95%   287        97% 291        98% 294        99% 294        99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)     5            (14)   5              (14)     5         (14)   4          (15)   3         (15)              (15) 
CUS 258  10    248             96%  250          97% 252            98%   254       98% 256        99% 256        99% 256       99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)     2            (12)   2              (12)     2         (13)   2         (13)               (13)             (13) 
LAN 30  2      28             93%   29           97%  29             97%    29        97%  29         97% 29          97% 29         97% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)     1             (1)                   (1)                 (1)               (1)               ( 1)              (1) 
LWE 263  1   262              99%  262          99% 262           99%   262       99% 262       99% 262        99% 262      99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)                              (13)                  (13)                (13)              (13)              (13)             (13) 
LWH 208 9 2   206              99%  206          99% 206           99%   206       99% 206        99% 206        99% 206      99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)                               (10)                  (10)                (10)              (10)              (10)             (10) 
MAL 184 4 10   174              95%  176          96% 178           97%   180       98% 181       98% 182       99% 182      99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)     2             (9)   2             (9)     2          (9)   1         (9)   1           (9)             (9) 
RIB 150 1 2   148              99%  148          99% 148           99%   148       99% 148       99% 148       99% 148      99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)                    (7)                   (7)                 (7)               (7)               (7)             (7) 
SWA 294  7   287              98%  288          98% 289           98%   290       99% 291       99% 291       99% 291      99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)    1            (14)   1             (14)     1         (15)   1         (15)              (15)            (15) 
UWE 230  4   226              98%  227         98% 228           98%   228       99% 228       99% 228       99% 228     99% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)    1            (11)   1             (12)                (12)              (12)             (12)            (12) 
UWH 154 13    154            100% 154         100% 154          100%   154      100% 154      100% 154     100% 154    100% 

Erect new signs       (maintain 5%)                   (8)                   (8)                  (8)               (8)              (8)             (8) 

 
Areas:  CUN Cumbria North, CUC Cumbria Central, CUS Cumbria South, LAN Lancashire, LWE Lower Wensleydale, LWH Lower Wharfedale, MAL Malhamdale,  

RIB Ribblesdale, SWA Swaledale, UWE Upper Wensleydale, UWH Upper Wharfedale 
 
 
 


	Suggested Corporate Plan Objective:

