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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
 

 
ITEM 4        

Minutes of the meeting held remotely in the Lifesize Virtual Committees Room, on 
Tuesday, 30 March 2021. 
 
Present: 
 
John Amsden, Mark Corner, Nick Cotton, Richard Foster, Kevin Frea, Richard Good, Liz 
Hall, Neil Heseltine (in the chair), Robert Heseltine, Julie Hutton, David Ireton, Sandy 
Lancaster, Carl Lis, Julie Martin, Ian McPherson, Ian Mitchell, Jim Munday, Stuart 
Parsons, Gillian Quinn, Karin Sedgwick, Neil Swain, Cosima Towneley and Derek Twine. 
 

 
 

COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK 

 

Members observed a minute’s silence in remembrance of Richard Welch and Graham 
Dalton - both had been valued members of the Authority. 

 
01/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Allen Kirkbride. 
 

02/20 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 15 December 2020, having been printed and 
circulated, be amended - discussion of the Dales Woodland Strategy also included a 
suggestion that an action plan be produced to underpin the strategy (minute 35/20). The 
amended minutes be confirmed and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
03/21 PUBLIC QUESTIONS/STATEMENTS 

 
No public questions or statements had been received. 
 
04/21 DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING 

 
No declarations of lobbying were made at the meeting. 
 
05/21 SUPPORTING NATURE RECOVERY IN THE DALES  
 

The Authority CONSIDERED the report and presentation of the Senior Conservation Officer 
and NOTED the initial summary of progress in relation to nature recovery in the National 
Park. 

In response to questions from Members, the Senior Conservation Officer: 

 confirmed that the very substantial area of blanket bog habitat in the National Park 
(of which currently only 13% is in good condition), had impacted significantly on the 
overall targets for the condition of priority habitats within the National Park. Meeting 
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ambitious targets to get priority habitats in the National Park into “good” or 
“favourable” condition will continue to be a big challenge going forward; 

 gave advice as to the classification of blanket bog habitat, the factors which had 
contributed to its poor condition, and the steps being taken to improve this (working 
with Yorkshire Peat Partnership), which would take many years to come to fruition 
given the length of time required for peat depths to increase and in turn improve 
capacity for water retention; 

 confirmed that less than 0.01% of land in the National Park is owned or managed 
by the National Park Authority; 

 advised that a recently commissioned survey provides mapping to show those 
habitats which best support curlew in the Northern Uplands – this will inform 
decisions about tree planting. A further similar survey is underway to provide similar 
data about lapwing habitats. 

 

RESOLVED: That the Authority, in partnership with the Biodiversity Forum and Farming 
and Land Management Forum, prepares a new ‘Nature Recovery Plan’ for the Yorkshire 
Dales by 31 March 2022. 
 
 
06/21 FUTURE SUPPORT FOR FARMING 
 

The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Head of Land Management, who advised 
members that DEFRA had not yet confirmed details of the “Farming in Protected 
Landscapes” initiative. It was anticipated that details would be released in April to include 
how funding would be rolled out to support farmers working in protected landscapes to 
deliver “public goods” in terms of nature recovery under three headings - environment, 
people and place. The programme would be project-based and would bring significant 
challenges and opportunities for farmers. It was hoped that details would be released in 
time to provide the Farming and Land Management Policy Group with an update at its 
meeting in May. 

A Member raised a concern as to how tenant farmers, particularly those on shorter term 
contracts – would be included in the proposed Government scheme. Details are awaited 
but it is expected to be more supportive of tenant farmers than the current schemes; 

 
NOTED – the report on Future Support for Farming. 
 
07/21 BUDGET 2021/22 

 
The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Head of Finance.  
 
The Director of Corporate Services advised that DEFRA had confirmed the Authority’s 
Core Grant for 12 months, however the formal Grant Agreement was still awaited. 
 
The Chair of the Finance and Resources Committee advised members that: 

 The degree of uncertainty on future funding, with the postponement of the 

comprehensive spending review and the confirmation of funding for just 12 

months rather than 3 years, had impacted upon the preparation of the budget, 

and made it more difficult to commit to long term objectives; 

 The whole of the general reserve had been allocated in order to balance this 

budget and meet the objectives for the coming 12 months. This limits future 
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options and, without a significant increase in either Core Grant or income 

generation, some hard choices would be required 2022/23 onwards.  

RESOLVED – To approve the 2021/22 Budget (Annex 1 of the report) and associated 
Reserves and Treasury Management Strategies; and to approve the adjustments listed 
in Annex 2 of the report. 

 

08/21 BIENNIAL REVIEW OF PARTNERSHIPS 
 
The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Deputy Chief Executive and NOTED the 
range and scale of current project partnerships. 
 
Members expressed the hope that some of the partnership meetings would continue to 
be held remotely, reducing both cost and carbon emissions. Members noted that the 
input to partnerships in terms of time is considerable, but as discussed earlier, given the 
Authority owns or manages less than 0.01% of the land within the National Park, 
partnership working is crucial to the achievement of the Authority’s objectives.  
 
RESOLVED – to agree the revised list of strategic partnerships (Annex B of the report). 
 
  
09/21 SCHEME OF MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES 

 
CONSIDERED - the report of the Committees Officer. 
 
RESOLVED – to adopt the Scheme of Members’ Allowances for 2021/22, as attached to 
the report. 
 
 
10/21 REVIEW OF SCHEME OF DELEGATION 

 
CONSIDERED – the report of the Committees Officer.  
 
RESOLVED –  

a) To approve the proposed changes to the Scheme of Delegation; and  
b) To authorise officers to make consequential changes to other documents (such 
as the Financial Regulations), to ensure consistency with, and give effect to, the 
revisions to this Scheme of Delegation. 

 
11/21 INDEPENDENT PERSON – EXTENSION OF TERM OF OFFICE 

 
The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Solicitor / Monitoring Officer. 
 

RESOLVED – To extend the term of office of Alex Rocke, Independent Person, for three 

years until June 2024. 

 

12/21 CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED – the report of the Chair, Neil Heseltine. 
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13/21 REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 
CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive and verbal update to the meeting.  
 
The Chief Executive confirmed that Lancashire County Council had signed the 
delegation agreement for the management of rights of way within the National Park.  
 
The Chief Executive advised members that regulations permitting remote meetings of 
the Authority would end on 7 May 2021 and that the Government had taken the decision 
not to introduce legislation to extend these, despite extensive lobbying by local 
authorities. Covid restrictions would still be in place on 7 May. 
 
The Authority NOTED the report of the Chief Executive. 
  
 
14/21 MEMBER FEEDBACK ON PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATION AND  

MEMBER CHAMPIONS’ REPORTS 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED - the report of the Committees Officer. 
 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 15:12pm. 


