
Orton Circular Walk
An excellent introduction to the

Westmorland Dales area
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This leaflet was funded by the Westmorland Dales Landscape 
Partnership Scheme,  jointly led by the Friends of the Lake District 
and the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. The scheme was 
grant funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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Orton Circular Walk:
A delightful half day walk that provides an excellent introduction to 
the Westmorland Dales area starting in the unspoilt village of Orton 
and taking in the beacon monument on Orton Scar, Great Asby 
Common and Gamelands stone circle. 

Facilities: there is a shop, public toilet, hotel, cafe and a chocolate 
factory with tearoom in Orton Village.

Getting there: Orton is just 2 miles north of junction 38 on the M6.  
There has been a daily bus service to the village from Kendal, Appleby 
and Penrith but check for current services at: https://www.cumbria.
gov.uk/buses/eden.

Parking: there is a small car park next to the chocolate factory and 
market hall and some street parking.

Distance: 4 miles/6.5km - allow 2-3hours

Terrain: wet under foot in places, a moderate climb to the top of 
Orton Scar.

Difficulty: easy to medium

Map: OS 1:25,000 Explorer OL19 Howgill Fells & Upper Eden Valley

Start: at the information board outside the market hall opposite the 
chocolate factory. (NY623082)///discussed.terminal.logbook

Head north with the chocolate factory behind you towards the 
distinctive white tower of All Saint’s Church. At the T-junction 
cross the road and take the public footpath signed for Crosby 
Ravensworth along the narrow lane directly opposite.

As you enter the churchyard turn right and pass in front of the 
church, perhaps taking time to look inside or at the information 
board in the porch.

Cross the road and follow the lane opposite for about 80 metres.

Just before the small stone bridge turn left following the sign for 
a public bridleway to the B6260 Orton Scar.

Shortly after the next stone bridge on your right, take a 
sharp left - this is well signposted as a bridleway to the 
B6260 - walk between the houses and you will soon reach 
a narrow stony path.

The track drops down to a wooden gate above another lime 
kiln. Go through this and carry on along the lane for about 
250m then look for a small wooden kissing gate on your left. 
This takes you to Gamelands Stone Circle.

At the road turn right and follow this gently downhill for about 
400 metres until you cross a stream. The road rises passing a 
house and at the brow look for a footpath sign to Street Lane 
and a stone stile.

Cross the field diagonally towards some livestock handling pens 
on the far side where you will find a stone stile. Go straight 
ahead crossing two more stone stiles.

Follow the wall and when it turns away to the right cross the 
field, aiming a little to the right of the telegraph pole, where 
there is a stone stile. Follow the fence line until you come to 
Street Lane. 

Turn right on the lane and after about 50 metres take the 
public footpath signed to Orton, keeping the wall on your right 
and heading towards the white church tower.

As you enter Orton, cross the road and the white footbridge 
and follow the path back to your starting point.

Pass through a gate, keep straight on with the wall and fence 
on your right, don’t veer to the left. The path can be quite 
muddy here.

Walk straight through the farmyard and then bear to the left to 
follow the wall and wood until you briefly join the route of the 
long distance Coast to Coast route.

At the road turn right, cross the cattle grid and then turn right 
again to follow the fell wall to the top of Orton Scar. Notice the 
boundary marker at the roadside as you turn
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As you walk alongside Orton Beck towards Broadfell Farm you are 
passing through some of the best remaining examples of upland 
hay meadows in England. These meadows have a wonderful range 
of flowers in the spring and early summer due to the underlying 
limestone, you may be lucky enough to see wood cranesbill, pignut, 
melancholy thistle and great burnet.

As you climb up towards the road and Orton Scar you will pass in 
front of old quarry workings and a lime kiln. Stop for a while to 
admire the view back across the Lune valley and Howgills. From the 
kiln, head towards the corner of the field and the track to the B6260.

As you reach the top of the hill you will see a small monument. The 
cross marks the location of a beacon lit on the 21st June 1887 to mark 
the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. It is easy to understand why 
this site was chosen as you gaze at the 360 degree views towards the 
Howgills in the south, Lake District fells in the west,  Lyvennet Valley 
to the north and distant Pennines in the east.

Continue to follow the fell wall and shortly before it takes a 
sharp left hand turn you will see an old metal gate in the wall; 
go through this and head downhill using the distant hawthorn 
on the hill ahead to guide you until you pick up a well-used 
grassy track.
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At the fingerpost go through the gate. Follow the track which skirts 
below the Scar keeping the boundary wall which joins part way along, 
to your right. 

You may wish to make a short detour here to visit Great Asby Scar 
National Nature Reserve. To do so, turn left before going through 
the gate and walk up hill to the next boundary where you will see 
the vast expanse of limestone pavement for which the area is 
designated, and, at the right time of year the rare and beautiful 
plants which thrive there. 

Gamelands is a scheduled monument dating from the late Neolithic 
period around 2,500 BC. It originally consisted of 40 large stones of 
which 33 remain, all are Shap granite apart from one stone made of 
local limestone. 

Turn left along the track until you reach the road.

Whilst on your walk remember to:

•	 Respect the land - Remember much of the land is privately owned.
•	 Respect the life and work of people who live and work here.
•	 Respect the community - Remember to keep to rights of way, 

especially through fields and meadows. Please keep your dog on a 
lead, unless you are threatened by cattle. And pick up poo.

•	 Leave no trace. Take nothing but photos and leave nothing but 
footprints. Take all your litter home.

Orton Scar Beacon Monument - Andy Kay

Gamelands Stone Circle - Andy Kay


