
Item No. 8 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 24 November 2020 

Officer’s Report 

Purpose of the Report 

The following report brings together, in one place, a collection of items for Members 
consideration and information. 

Authority Meetings 

Any member of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum can attend Authority Meetings as 
a member of the public. Please contact Clare Tamea for a copy of the agenda and 
supporting papers. Please note, it is not a requirement for members of the YDAF to 
attend Authority meetings, so it is not an ‘approved duty’ and LAF members cannot 
claim expenses for attending such meetings. 

Authority Meeting Dates and Venues for 2020/2021: 

Date Venue Time 
15 December 2020 Lifesize virtual meeting 13.00 
30 March 2021 TBC 13.00 
29 June 2021 TBC 10.30 
28 September 2021 TBC 13.00 
14 December 2021 TBC 13.00 
NB. During the lockdown period meetings have taken place on the Lifesize virtual 
meeting platform.  Please check closer to the time for up to date information. 

Meetings of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum for 2021 

The following are the dates for meetings during 2021 (venues tbc nearer the time): 

Tuesday 18 May 2021, 1.15 pm @ Yoredale, Bainbridge  
Tuesday 23 November 2021, 1.15 pm @ Yoredale, Bainbridge 
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Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Membership 

Due to Covid 19, the annual application process for membership of the Yorkshire 
Dales Access Forum has been suspended for this year. Those members that were 
reaching the end of their three year term have been invited to sit on the forum for a 
further year, when the recruitment process will be revisited. We, therefore, welcome 
back Debbie North, Heather Hodgson, Barbara Gravenor, John Richardson, Jon 
Beavan and Alex Law. 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

Appendix 1 shows a list of restrictions made under Sections 22 of the Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act on open access between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020.  

Appendix 2 shows the number of queries handled by the Natural England managed 
open access contact centre in relation to restrictions in national parks. 

Yorkshire and Humber Regional LAF 

The last meeting of the Yorkshire and Humber LAF was held on 9 September 2020. 
Jon Beavan and John Richardson both attended. The minutes can be seen in 
Appendix 3. 

National Farmers Union (NFU) – Landscape and Access Report 

In October 2020, the NFU produced their Landscape and Access Report. The full 
report can be seen at the link below: 

https://www.nfuonline.com/nfu-online/science-and-environment/nfu-landscape-and-
access-report/ 

Members may be particularly interested in the section on Access and Engagement 
on pages 12-15. 

Prior to the launch of the report, various partners were asked for their views. A 
particular concern has been the proposal to allow landowners to, temporarily, divert 
public rights of way where livestock are present. A combined letter has since been 
sent to Lord Gardiner with their thoughts on the proposal. The letter can be seen in 
Appendix 4 
The development of a modern and adaptable public access
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Traffic free days and motorbike noise 

At the last meeting of the YDAF (2 June 2020) members debated the possibility of a 
traffic free day in the National Park as a way of reducing motorbike noise, and asked 
for a report back.  Significantly, this discussion was picked up by the media and was 
summarised well in an article featured in Richmondshire Today.  The link to the 
article from 4 June 2020 is below: 

http://www.richmondshiretoday.co.uk/calls-for-vehicle-free-days-in-yorkshire-dales-
amid-concern-over-noise-from-motorcyclists-fitted-with-illegal-exhausts/ 

The North Yorkshire’s crime commissioner promised to tackle the issue shortly after.  
The link to the article from 6 June 2020 is below: 

http://www.richmondshiretoday.co.uk/north-yorkshire-crime-commissioner-promises-
to-tackle-problem-of-noisy-motorbikes/  

Rachel Briggs 
Access and Recreation Officer 

November 2020 
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Appendix 1 

Restrictions made under Section 22 of the CROW Act on Access Land within 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020 

Case Type Land Parcel Date 
Direction 
Starts 

Date 
Direction 
Ends 

Date 
Restriction 
Starts 

Date 
Restriction 
Ends 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Melbecks 
Moor 

NY953010 
Reeth Low 
Moor etc 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

20/11/19 20/11/19 
13/11/19 14/11/19 
06/11/19 07/11/19 
30/10/19 31/10/19 
23/10/19 24/10/19 
16/10/19 17/10/19 
09/10/19 10/10/19 
02/10/19 03/10/19 
25/09/19 26/09/19 
18/09/19 19/09/19 
04/09/19 05/09/19 
28/08/19 29/08/19 
21/08/19 22/08/19 
15/08/19 16/08/19 
12/08/19 12/08/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

High 
Abbotside, 
Cottertop & 

Forsdale 
Moss 

SD825963 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

08/11/19 09/11/19 
23/10/19 24/10/19 
07/10/19 10/10/19 
18/09/19 19/09/19 
02/09/19 03/09/19 
21/08/19 24/08/19 
13/08/19 16/08/19 
03/06/19 06/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Storthwaite 
Allotments 

NZ024022   
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Hurst Moor, 
Marrick 
Moor, 

Fremington 
Edge 

NZ043034 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Kexwith 
Moor 

NZ028059 & 
Booze Moor 
NZ008051 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 
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Discretionary 
Notification 

Cragdale 
Moor 

SD918824 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Thupton Gill 
SE026856 01/01/2019 31/12/2019

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Burton Moor 
SE029860 01/01/2019 31/12/2019

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

West Witton 
Moor 

SE031866 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Howden and 
Carlton 

Allotments 
SE035845 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Melmerby 
Moor 

SE065862 
Hazely Peat 

East Scrafton 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Burton 
Outstray 

SE031851 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Chance Hill 
SE025844 Pt 
Carlton Moor 

SE035844 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

17/06/19 20/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
17/05/19 31/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Wether Fell 
SD876870 01/01/2019 31/12/2019

10/06/19 12/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Whitaside 
Moor 

SD983955 
and others 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

14/08/19 15/08/19 
17/06/19 19/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
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28/05/19 31/05/19 
18/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Colsterdale, 
Masham, 
Ilton etc 
Moors 

SE100804 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

24/06/19 27/06/19 
17/06/19 21/06/19 
10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
20/05/19 24/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Askrigg 
Common 

SD935935 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Angram 
Common 

SD845985 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Birkdale 
Common 

NY837028 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Gunnerside 
Moor/Pasture 

NY925000 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Thwaite 
Common 

SD864976 
Gunnerside 
NY903002 

Muker 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Crackpot 
Common 

SD955961, 
Summer 
Lodge, 

Satron Oxn 

01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 

Discretionary 
Notification 

Stonesdale 
Moor 

NY893046 
01/01/2019 31/12/2019 

10/06/19 14/06/19 
03/06/19 07/06/19 
28/05/19 31/05/19 
13/05/19 26/05/19 
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Appendix 2 

Open Access Contact Centre Activity Concerning National Parks 
1 April 2019 – 31 March 2020 

National Park 
Queries 
Recvd. 

* 

OASYS 
Updates 

$ 

Restrictions Consultations 
Section 
22 

Section 
23 

New 
applications 

Outline 
Activations 

Fire 
Activations 

Consultation 
Review 
Cases 

Site 
Notices 
Created 

Yorkshire Dales 5 2 23 0 0 1 0 0 1 
South Downs 16 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Northumberland 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lake District 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North York 
Moors 

5 1 7 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Peak District 7 11 5 7 0 0 0 12 9 
The Broads 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Exmoor 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dartmoor 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New Forest 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 36 15 40 8 0 1 0 13 3 
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YORKSHIRE, HUMBER & NORTH LINCS REGIONAL ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING 

Date: 09
th

 September 2020   Start time: 10.30   Finish Time: 12.30 

Attendees: 

Phil Maude (PM) YH & NL RAF Acting Chair Leeds LAF 

Mike Willison (MW) Chair Leeds LAF 

Bob Buckenham (BB) Parks & Countryside Dept. Leeds CC 

Didy Metcalf (DM) Y & H RAF Secretary Bradford LAF 

Pam Allen (PR) Chair Bradford LAF 

Alison Fuller (AF) Chair NYMNPA LAF 

John Harker (JH) Vice Chair Rotherham 

Sheffield LAF 

Jon Beavan  (JB) Chair YDNPA LAF 

Steve Richardson (SR) Vice Chair East Riding & Hull Joint LAF 

Richard Alderson (RA) Chair North Lincs LAF 

Paul Sherwood (PA) Chair NYCC LAF 

John Richardson(JR) Vice Chair NYMNPA LAF 

Frances Ross (FR) Vice Chair N Lincs LAF 

Apologies: 

John Illingworth Councillor Leeds CC 

Daniel Marsh Secretary N Lincs LAF 

Sarah Talbot Chair Calderdale LAF 

David Jeffels County Councillor NYCC LAF 

Hazel Armstrong Chair East Riding & Hull Joint LAF 

Steve Howdle Secretary East Riding & Hull Joint LAF 

Rhiannon Owen Chair Sheffield LAF 

Jane Sarah Vice-Chair Sheffield LAF 

Barnsley LAF not functioning 

Doncaster LAF not functioning 

Wakefield No reply – LAF does not appear to be functioning 

NB: Regrettably our experiment with technology did not work for everyone who wanted to 

participate. Some members were unable to access the Microsoft Teams system, while 

others who did (PS, JR, & FR) manage found that sound and/or camera functions didn’t 

operate. As it looks likely that our next meeting in March may also need to be a virtual one, 

we will bear that in mind, and try to make sure everybody who wants to can join in. 

Appendix 3
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Actions: 

ITEM 5 PM & MW To work on topics for potential position 

statements 

ITEM 6 a Respond to Highway Code consultation 

ITEM 6 b DM Respond to the England Tree Strategy 

consultation 

ITEM 7 JH To send details of the new 

Rotherham/Sheffield multiuser route to DM 

for circulation 

ITEM 8 DM Try to ascertain if anyone has been assigned 

to work on the detail of the Regulations in 

the Deregulation Act.  

1. Introductions/Apologies

PM welcomed everyone to our virtual meeting and thanked James Ward (Leeds CC IT 

Department) for his assistance in setting up the Teams meeting.   

2. Minutes of last meeting

Approved: proposed by PA and seconded by MW 

3. Matters Arising

a) Written evidence to Environment Bill 2020 Committee

DM reported that she had sent Written Evidence on behalf of the Forum to the 

Committee ahead of the deadline and had received an acknowledgement from the 

Scrutiny Unit (SU). However, as our contribution did not appear on the post 

lockdown list of evidence published online, she has emailed SU, to make sure it has 

reached the Committee.  

DM thought it might be useful to contact the 2 MPs from our region who sit on the 

Public Bill Committee; she will contact Robbie Moore (Con, Keighley). The other, Alex 

Sobel (Lab, Leeds North West), is a particularly active contributor to the Bill. MW 

reminded us that the Committee Stage will close on 29
th

 September. 

b) Electric Bikes on PRoW

HA had been in touch to say that she did not recall having offered to write to the 

Minister about this item, and therefore no action has been taken. However, the East 

Riding & Hull JLAF had responded to the Environment Land Management Scheme 

Consultation which was circulated to all Regional LAFs.   

PM explained that concern had been expressed about speeding on PRoWs at the last 

meeting, and it had been suggested that E Bikes users should be insured.  BB 
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commented that he was not aware of a particular issue in Leeds, despite a significant 

upswing in bicycle use. PM suggested we keep a close eye on the matter, as they are 

similar to E Scooters on which Government is considering legislation.  

c) Update on Agriculture Bill

MW reported on the progress of the Bill: 

• 3
rd

 Reading completed in House of Commons. Clause 1 when Bill introduced

included:

(1) The Secretary of State may give financial assistance for or in connection with any 

one or more of the following purposes—  

(b) Supporting public access to and enjoyment of the countryside, farmland or 

woodland and better understanding of the environment;  

This bit of Clause 1 remained unchanged on 3
rd

 Reading. 

• In House of Lords the Bill has passed 2
nd

 Reading and Committee Stage. A number of

amendments were proposed by Ramblers, British Canoeing, and British

Mountaineering Council, and promoted by a number of peers, aimed at

strengthening Clause 1 by including new routes, improvements of access to existing

paths, and access to and along inland waters. In the end the amendments were

either withdrawn or not put.

• A date is awaited for the Report Stage in H of L. The amendments submitted so far

for this stage do not address public access.

MW concluded that to date, public access had not being specifically included in 

either the Agriculture or Environment Bill, he felt that the reason behind this was 

probably that Government did not wish to clutter the primary legislation. Although 

not ideal, we are reliant on measures in the Environmental Land Management 

Schemes to provide additional access. 

d) Transpennine Route & HS2 - Members of the HS2

PM said it would be interesting to see what effect the pandemic may have on the 

future of both these projects and suggested we consider them together. 

MW reported that: In February 2020 the government gave its backing to the full HS2 

route. It also announced that the National Infrastructure Commission would produce 

an Integrated Rail Plan (IRP). The IRP will look at how best to integrate HS2 Phase 2b 

with wider transport plans for the North and Midlands. Findings and 

recommendations will be submitted to government by the end of this year. 
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4. Covid 19 – ongoing problems

PM asked if there were any particular problems arising from the Covid 19 situation 

that members would like to highlight. 

AF reported that restrictive notices aimed at dissuading public access had been put 

up by some farmers. Those were mostly gone now, but there is still a need monitor 

the situation. 

JB reported a lot more day visitors to the National Park, some of whom did not know 

how to behave. The increase had led to problems with rubbish, lack of toilets and car 

parking. However, there had been a huge increase in visits by ethnic minority groups 

which is encouraging.  

JS also reported issues with litter and lack of toilets. A significant drawback in his 

area is that many PRoWs are cleared by groups of volunteers, and there is little 

opportunity to use them at the moment, which is a problem that may not be 

resolved for a while. 

BB said forgoing comments and associated problems were echoed in Leeds. While 

the increase in use of the countryside was welcome, land owners had experienced 

problems with picnicking and trespass. The Council has worked with them, using the 

Defra guidance to provide temporary diversions away from farms and other affected 

properties, but now things have settled down it is time to revisit those to assess 

whether they are still necessary. 

PA said it was the same in Bradford, with an influx of visitors and we’ve had issues 

with teenagers making camps. Land owners had taken it upon themselves to erect 

notices and she felt there had been little active enforcement from the Council who 

could perhaps have done better. 

PM said that given these issues, perhaps it might be worth approaching Look North, 

to highlight the impact that the increase of visitors to the countryside is having in our 

region. He suggested asking people to be a bit more careful and considerate over 

issues like litter and anti-social behaviour. 

AF was not sure if it was a good idea to advertise problems. While JB said he keener 

on sending out positive messages about the National Park, and this was something 

for individual LAFs to decide upon.  

RA agreed: with JB’s point about the Dales, the last thing it needs is negative 

publicity. There had been a massive influx of visitors to the Lincolnshire Wolds, who 

had sometimes caused a nuisance but mainly they simply enjoyed the lovely 

countryside and this was something to be encouraged. 

Resolved: to leave publicity on this to individual LAFs as they see fit. 
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5. Developing Regional Access Forum ‘Position Statements’

DM explained that the suggestion that Forum could develop position statements on 

challenging issues had come from Ted Liddle at our last meeting.  

PM thought it a good idea, and proposed that he and MW work on selecting suitable 

topics that they might work on for Leeds; one example is shared use of PRoWs. If we 

produced a document, we could discuss it at our next meeting, and then possibly 

share it across the region if members agreed.  

PB agreed they are a useful tool, and said that the YDNPA LAF has already developed 

position statements on Tree Planting Scheme and fencing Access Land. 

AF thought that a brilliant idea. PA agreed but it would need to be sent directly to 

the Chairs to ensure that it reached everyone. 

Action: PM and MW to work on topics for potential position statements 

6. Consultations

a) Highway code

PM noted that Government appears to be embracing the approach in the 

Netherlands, to give more priority for cyclists and walkers. 

JS said that Calderdale LAF had discussed it, and were pulling together a response, 

which they intended to submit.  Horse riders thought they should be higher up the 

hierarchy of vulnerable users and there are other areas where it just mentions 

walking and cycling and therefore excludes them. 

AF said that their LAF had not had a meeting for a while and she would be 

responding as an individual. She felt there were many measures specific to cyclists 

and it was a matter for individuals rather than LAFs. 

PA said Bradford had also not had a meeting for a while, but she personally agreed 

with Calderdale’s conclusions that there needs to be more emphasis on the needs of 

equestrians. She had responded as an individual and shared the consultation widely 

amongst other horse riders who have responded.  

PM suggested the RAF should write a letter along those lines. This was proposed by 

PA and seconded by JS. A vote to do so was carried 6 to 3 in favour. 

Action: write letter to Dept of Transport. 

PM had picked up on the recommendation for cars passing cyclists, which says 

motorists should wait until there are no oncoming cars before overtaking. He 
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thought that would put more pressure on cyclists who would feel the tension from 

behind and wondered if footpaths could be used where there were no pedestrians 

present. 

PA had two points to make: 1) tractors and other slow moving vehicles are currently 

encouraged to pull over to allow any traffic build up to pass. Why couldn’t the same 

principle apply to pelotons? 2) If cyclists were permitted to ride on footpaths, why 

could that not also apply to horse riders? 

AF observed it was illegal to cycle on footpaths, and the law would need to be 

changed to allow it.  

PM agreed. But noted that there is dual use in some places in Leeds and asked if LAs 

are able to designate footpaths for dual use. BB made the distinction between 

footpaths and footways next to a road. Footways next to a road can be designated 

providing they are wide enough. In the case of the ring road, new wider footways are 

being created with dual use, but he was not sure what legal measures were being 

used.  

b) England Tree Strategy

PM asked for the views of the National Parks on this consultation, as a massive tree 

planting strategy could significantly change the scenery. 

JB said that there had been some issues with the creation of new woodland, 

particularly in the Cumbrian part of the Dales. We have been submitting our views in 

relation to access. In some places it has made access more difficult and there are 

increasing occurrences of top line fencing with barbed wire which is of concern to us. 

PM asked if this is specifically affecting access land in the Dales. 

JB said that it affects Access Land and Commons where grazing is restricted to allow 

shrub land to develop naturally. Our priority is that sufficient gates and stiles are 

installed. 

PM wondered if the LAF is consulted when woodland is proposed on Access Land. 

JB replied that they were largely created on estates with grant aid from Natural 

England. The proposals come to the LAF for consultation but whether it is acted 

upon is another matter.  His LAF has developed a policy statement on temporary 

fencing and planting. However, the problems arise where temporary fencing is 

agreed; when it is time to take the fencing down, the grant has expired and there is 

no funding to do that.  

AF agreed that there has been some negative impact on access in the NYMNPA and 

it was becoming more of an issue. At their last LAF meeting members had put 
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together a list of suggestions where improvement could be made, but there hasn’t 

been a follow up yet.  

In particular, trees had been planted much too close to rights of way, which creates a 

huge encroachment as the vegetation grows up. There has also been fencing of 

Open Access Land, which the LAF feels is wrong both visually and from an access 

point of view. There should be better guidance on the positioning and standard of 

gates and stiles and the removal of temporary fencing.  

Whilst they understand the good intentions behind the tree planting initiatives, in 

some cases the trees are not properly looked after and generally it is causing 

problems for public access. The issues are complicated and we need to make sure 

we don’t lose any access. 

BB said that Leeds uses the width of paths recorded on the Definitive Statement as a 

guideline, (eg.  2 Ms for footpaths and 3 Ms for bridleways).  Where Leeds CC has 

dealt with applications for tree planting schemes, the eventual breadth and spread 

of the mature trees has been taken into account and they have included the 

appropriate recommendations in their response. 

PM thought some very good points had be raised and asked DM to respond to the 

consultation on behalf of the Forum. 

Action: DM to respond to the England Tree Strategy consultation 

c) Planning White Paper

PM asked if members wanted to express any opinions on this. 

RA said that his experience in rural Planning suggested that the measures in the 

White Paper would make things more difficult. 

6. Y H & NL RAF

a) Chair for next meeting

PM agreed to chair the next meeting – seconded by AF 

b) Secretary for next meeting

DM said she could not be sure she would be available.  MW offered to help out if 

needed. 

7. LAF Reports from constituent LAFs including RoWIPs & contact with MPs

NYMNPA LAF 

14



8 

AF reported that the rangers had been furloughed during lock down but are 

beginning work again. The Definitive Map work (of which there is a massive backlog) 

is slowly re-starting, but progress could be set back a year.  As we are reliant on 

volunteers to carry out clearance work which had been cancelled, we are expecting a 

massive backlog of physical work. There has been an increase of motor bike use of 

Forest England Land. She also wanted to thank the PRoW staff for their help and 

support and for being so pro-active during the Covid 19 crisis. 

PM noted that there is clear pattern of backlogs affecting definitive map work across 

all the LAs. This had been increased by the Covid situation, and is likely to result in 

chaos if the 2026 cut-off date goes ahead. It is hoped that Government might be 

persuaded to extend the cut-off date and that is something we should discuss at out 

next meeting. 

Bradford 

PA reported that her LAF has not had a meeting since March, and from an LAF point 

of view she has had little communication from the LA. She felt that after the 

encouraging resurgence of Bradford’s interest in the involving the LAF, and 

recruitment of new members; things have slid back to the frustrating situation that 

prevailed before where the LAF is not being kept informed.  

Although aware that the officers had been working from home, she didn’t know if 

any staff had been furloughed, or whether work on maintenance was continuing as 

normal. As an individual who walks every day, she has been keeping abreast of 

developments and reported issues to officers. During lock down problems with 

mountain and quad bikes have increased, and she has been working with the local 

Neighbourhood Watch team to try to do something about those. 

Rotherham LAF 

JH reported that there had been problems with land owners closing PRoWs due to 

Covid 19. Where this happened the Council has dealt with it promptly and 

appropriately; supplying Covid friendly notices alerting the public to vulnerable 

residents. The Council is currently advertising for a new Definitive Map officer and at 

present are employing a consultant to deal with the outstanding issues. 

The good news is that hopefully, a new multi-user route is being created on the 

Sheffield Rotherham boundary which includes wheelchair friendly access. It is an 

initiative that the LAF has been pushing for a number of years, although the Council 

felt it too expensive. Site meetings were held with the land owners (the Environment 

Agency and local Wildlife Trust) to overcome any reservations they had. This allowed 

the surface to be upgraded linking to a new housing at Waverly, on the old Orgreave 

site. It is now open to walkers, cyclists and wheelchair users, but a new Pegasus road 
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crossing and the strengthening of a bridge are still needed for horse riders. It will 

then connect 2 well used networks for horse riders.   

PM asked if information could be circulated so members could visit and publicise the 

route. JH agreed to send DM the information. 

Action: JH to send details of the new Rotherham/Sheffield multiuser route to DM for 

circulation. 

YDNPA LAF 

JB reported that there are still problems resulting from storm damage earlier in the 

year, which are now beginning to be sorted out. As previously mentioned there has 

been an increase in visitor numbers, including people who would not usually visit the 

Dales, following the promotion of the message that the National Park is there for the 

nation.  

The LAF has manged to hold a virtual meeting. Most welcome news is that the 

National Park now has a new Chairman, Neil Heseltine who is a farmer and also a 

long standing member of the LAF.   

Signage: with the Covid signs taking priority; other important messages have been 

lost. We have had issues with visitors and dogs on leads, which agitate cows, 

especially suckler cows. They become agitated and inquisitive – sadly there has been 

one fatality. Normally at that time of year, the Park sends out the message that 

walkers should drop the lead and allow the dog to run off and sort itself out.  

Calderdale 

JS we’ve been lucky and managed to fit in 2 Zoom meetings since March. A major 

concern is the 2026 Cut-off Date for claiming PRoWs. Since last summer we haven’t 

had a Definitive Map Officer, as we failed to find a suitable person on the first round 

of recruitment. We are due to start the process again, and in the meantime are using 

a consultant to process ant pressing matters. However, we are fortunate to have 2 

very supportive Councillors attending the LAF which is a great help. 

The only major issue experienced over that last few months (pre-Covid) is that 

people are building enduro cycling routes in our woodlands, and we are looking into 

ways to manage it.  

PM said that in relation to the 2026 cut-of date, the BHS has appointed Mark 

Corrigan to specifically help with that, and suggested he a be a good contact for 

them as he is based in Kirklees. 
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Leeds CC LAF 

MW reported that the LAF has not met since our last Regional meeting, but a virtual 

meeting has been scheduled towards the end of this month. The Forum has written 

to all the parish councils in Leeds in support of the Council’s PRoW Department work 

arranging temporary closures and diversions as a result of Covid 19. Parish Councils 

have also received the guidance put out by Defra and the Covid notices, which were 

slightly tweaked to suit the situation in Leeds.  

We have been consulted on the Shadwell and Headingly Neighbourhood Plans, and 

responded to the consultation on the Environmental Land Management Scheme.  

Tomorrow, we are going on a site visit to Skelton Lake. This is a new green motorway 

service station, where RoWs improvements have been created around the lake, river 

and canal, and now form part of the Aire valley Green Infrastructure Network, 

https://www.leedsskeltonlakeservices.co.uk/our-location/.  

PM added that he had recently enjoyed walking the Leeds Country Walk which is all 

in good order. 

North Lincolnshire LAF 

RA said he had three positive things to report: 

1) For some time the Local Authority has been developing the Ancholme Way, which

runs from  Brigg up to the Humber. It has been a long process with most landowners 

being very cooperative; however, one landowner still has problems with the scheme, 

which hopefully can be resolved. Link below: 

https://www.northlincs.gov.uk/tourism-museums-the-arts/ancholme-valley-way/ 

2) The Council are generally looking to expand their RoW network, but unfortunately

in some areas this has met resistance. We have identified the new routes that it 

would be desirable to create, and hope that solutions can be negotiated through the 

new Environmental Land management Schemes which are due to be introduced in 

2024. 

3) Lincolnshire’s AONB for the Wolds, does not at present cover the whole of the

Lincolnshire Wolds; it stops at the former boundary of Humberside. For some time 

there have been proposals to extend the boundary right up to the River Humber. At 

the moment it stops somewhere just west of Grimsby, and it is now proposed to run 

to Barton on Humber. 

PM thought that it is very encouraging to hear that North Lincolnshire is being so 

pro-active in aiming to create new RoWs, when so many other authorities are 

17



11 

struggling with their budgets and cannot contemplate extending their network. He 

asked how it was being achieved and if it was an LA initiative.   

RA replied that it is being done by the LA. He had been called to assist by the 

Executive of NLCC, who had recognised that there are a couple of difficult areas, 

where RA might be able to resolve the issues. He added that it is also the Executive 

who are keen to extend the AONB, which he thought very positive.  

East Riding and Hull LAF 

SR reported that the LAF hasn’t met since March but is having a virtual meeting next 

Wednesday. The maintenance of the footpaths has been very well kept up by the ER 

staff. So far as we can, we are carrying through this difficult time. We are monitoring 

the project for the Hornsea Corridor associated with the flood alleviation scheme 

and are keeping up with the RoW Improvement Plan.  

Sheffield LAF (via email) 

RO reported that Sheffield PROW have finally been 'prompted' to start registering 

DMMOs again - having refused to do this since last November,  arguing there was 

insufficient staff, time or money for any new routes anyway. 

LAF Officer Sam Beaton recently announced a complete moratorium of any new 

routes, a great shame given the vastly increased use of PROWs since Covid. 

The Sheffield Lakelands Heritage Highways Project continues to identify and research 

pack horse routes, to compile 'ride routes' with maps and information for users, and 

compile consequent evidence for LROW DMMOs. Continued closure of the Archive & 

Libraries is preventing many completions of these. 

A significant barrier has always been the inaccessibility of the Definitive Maps and 

Statements, although PROW Sam Beaton has recently sent copies of the Draft 

Definitive Statements to user group reps. However, this is of limited value without 

the current Definitive Maps particularly since all routes are in the process of being 

renumbered, a process which inexplicably is 'breaking up' routes into multiple new 

numbers, thereby making it very difficult to follow the lengthier and historic, trade 

routes across the district. 

Thus far, multiple errors of factual description have been found in the Statements, 

which user group reps have been asked to report to PROW. 

Affiliated bridleways groups are extremely concerned at the Highway Code revision, 

cyclists taking precedence over horse riders - likely to create even more confusion 

and safety issues on the PROWs - particularly with the advent of powerful electric 

'bicycles'. Clarification of precedence is sorely needed on Sheffield's busy PROWs, 

and probably elsewhere. We think it’s time for compulsory third party insurance of 

all cyclists and horse riders who use the public routes. 
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Katrina Chandler is not at all well, she has been in hospital, and we just hope she 

recovers quickly. 

8. Items for next agenda:

Position Statements 

Extension of the 2026 cut-off date: 

AF thought we need to push for publication and clarification of the Regulations in 

the on the Deregulation Act (particularly no.s 20-26 & 27). We also need to ask for 

an extension of the deadline, because of all the issues we know about.  

PM said that DM has made representations on our behalf to Lord Greaves who is 

pushing for an extension in the Lords. There have been delays because Covid, so we 

are holding off contacting him again until things begin happening again.   

JB noted that the Secretary of State already has powers in the CROW Act to extend 

the deadline for up to 5 years, certainly for county boroughs. He had heard that 

someone has been assigned to work on the Regulations, and it might be worthwhile 

trying to verify that. 

Action: try to ascertain if anyone has been assigned to work on the detail of the 

Regulations in the Deregulation Act.  

9. AOB.  Date and location of next meeting

The next meeting is on 10 March 2021, followed by Wednesday 8
th

 September 2021 
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