
Item No. 6 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum  

Lady Anne’s Highway Long Distance Route 

Purpose of the Report 

1. To consider the request from the ‘Friends of Lady Anne’s Way’ to have the Lady
Anne’s Way marked on Ordnance Survey (OS) maps as a long distance route.

Background 

2. There is a significant number of long distance walking routes that lie partially, or wholly,
within the National Park.  This number is added to continually with guide book writers
devising new routes on a regular basis.  The Authority is always prepared to provide
advice to people devising routes to ensure that they are legal and as sustainable as
possible.

3. The Authority’s policy context for this area of work was last revised in 2019 (see
Special Qualities, Special Experiences p 21- 25 https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/13/2019/10/June-2019-Special-Qualities-and-Experiences.pdf)
The criteria the Authority uses to decide which routes should be recognised, potentially
waymarked and added to the OS Maps are outlined in Table 2 (page 23) of Special
Qualities Special Experience and is reproduced in Appendix 1 with the associated
policy context.  The criteria was reviewed by the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum
(YDAF) in June 2016 when, at the same time, a request was received from the Friends
of the Lady Anne’s Way to have the route recognised with formal waymarking. The
relevant YDAF minute is shown in Appendix 2.

4. At that meeting it was agreed that if a long distance route had been in existence for 5
years, and fulfilled the criteria, it would come to the YDAF for discussion on whether to
way mark and/or put it on the OS Map.  It should be noted that agreeing to the
waymarking of a route does not imply that there is also support for its inclusion on OS
maps.  Particularly as inclusion of additional routes on OS maps has the potential to
make the mapping ‘confused’ and could dilute the impact of a small number of high
quality promoted regional routes.

The current situation 

5. In 2010 there were only four waymarked long distance routes through the National
Park – there are now eight:

• Pennine Way National Trail
• Pennine Bridleway National Trail
• Dales Way
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• Ribble Way
• Dales High Way
• Pennine Journey
• Coast to Coast
• Lady Anne’s Way

6. All of these, apart from the Coast to Coast walk, and the Lady Anne’s Way are also
marked on OS maps (Appendix 3). Their location is shown in Appendix 2 Figure 5.
There are at least a further eight other long distance routes that pass through the
National Park, but are not waymarked and not shown on this map these include:

• The Inn Way
• The Settle to Carlisle Way
• Herriot Way
• Airedale Way
• Swale Way
• Yorkshire Water Way
• Bay to Bay walk
• Coast to Coast mountain bike route (Woodcock)

7. The Lady Anne’s Way (100 mile walk from Skipton to Penrith) route was waymarked
after the Friends of the Lady Anne’s Way request in 2015.  Sections of Lady Anne’s
Way coincide with the Dales Way - between Barden Bridge and Burnsall and
Starbotton and Buckden – and the Pennine Bridleway from Johnston Gill to The Stang.
The Authority has recently received a request, with supporting information, from the
Friends of Lady Anne’s Way to have the route added to the OS maps. Their supporting
document is in Appendix 4.  The official Guide Book has been republished in 2019 and
this is the third revision since first being published in 1995.

8. The table of Long Distance Routes (Appendix 3) shows the route is currently in
‘Category 3’ and if the request is agreed it would move to Category 2, that is routes
currently recognised, supported, waymarked and on the OS Map.

9. Before considering whether it should be added to the OS Map, consultation has been
conducted with North Yorkshire County Council and Cumbria County Council. Both
Authorities have indicated a willingness to support the inclusion of the route on the
relevant OS maps.

What the YDAF are being asked to do? 

(a) The YDAF advice is sought on the request from the Friends of Lady Anne’s Way to add 
the Lady Anne’s Way to the OS map.  This advice will be considered before a final 
decision is made by the Authority in consultation with the county councils. 

Alan Hulme 
Head of Park Management 

12 November 2020 
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Appendix 1 
Extract from Special Qualities Special Experience (2019) p 23 to 25 

Table 2: Criteria for way marking of long distance routes  
National Trails The Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway are recognised and promoted 

as National Trails. All National Trails will be waymarked to an agreed 
standard.  

Regional 
importance 

Routes which are long enough that they are completed over several 
days and which attract significant numbers of visitors to the National 
Park will be considered favourably.  

For routes which have sections in neighbouring authorities, the support 
of those authorities will also be a factor taken into account. 

Permanence Routes must be expected to last (i.e. to be actively inspected and 
promoted) for a minimum of 5 years.  Routes which have been in 
existence for less than five years would only be waymarked in 
exceptional circumstances. 

Length of route  Routes designed to be completed in the course of a day will not normally 
be waymarked as long distance walks.  This would not prevent shorter 
routes being waymarked for other reasons such as with the Red Squirrel 
Trail, and short routes aimed at increasing participation etc. 

Responsibility There must be a specific group or organisation prepared to take 
responsibility for inspections and publicity material.  

Public access The route must be available for all members of the public to use.  This 
could include routes with a permissive access agreement provided that 
sufficient longevity can be guaranteed. 

Additional factors  The following will be considered favourably; 
• economic benefit to the area,
• heritage, scenic or ecological interest,
• routes benefitting the local community as well as visitors
• routes that promote the use of public transport and green businesses

Publicity material  Must be; 
• clear to read,
• easily available
• give clear advice on minimising the impact on the area, and
• be kept up to date.

Material that provides additional information to promote greater 
understanding of the area will be seen positively. 

Route alignment  The route must be checked the National Park Authority for legal status 
and issues, and agreed in advance in the case of new routes.  Where 
promoted routes use permissive paths, agreement from the landowner 
should be made available in writing and should confirm that permission 
is granted for a minimum of five years.  

Road safety Road sections and crossings, where they are not already approved, 
need to have been safety audited by the relevant highway authority. 
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58. One of the aims of developing these criteria was to ensure that when promoting long
distance routes the amount of signage and waymarking is not increased unnecessarily.  
For instance, where long distance routes follow the same alignment as a National Trail (ie 
The Pennine Way, Pennine Bridleway) they will normally only be waymarked where they 
join and leave.  For the avoidance of doubt, we will continue to provide information through 
our outlets about other multi-day trails that do not meet the criteria above; because they 
still form an important part of what the Yorkshire Dales has to offer. 

59. Most of the multi-day routes that have been developed are walking routes. The
Pennine Bridleway National Trail, while also available for walking and cycling, is a route 
developed specifically for horse riders.  It extends from Middleton Top in Derbyshire, 
through the Yorkshire Dales, to Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria.  In addition, there is currently 
a proposal to develop a coast to coast mountain bike route, predominantly for mountain 
bikers, but also available for walkers and horse riders. This will link the Lake District, 
Yorkshire Dales and North York Moors National Parks.  A feasibility study has been 
carried out based on linking existing rights of way.  

60. Figure 5 shows the plethora of recognised multi-day routes in the National Park
and surrounding area alongside two popular day routes: The Three Peaks and Swale Trail: 

• Walking routes: Dales Way, Ribble Way, Lady Anne’s Way, Coast to Coast, Dales
Highway, A Pennine Journey and the Pennine Way

• Cycling routes: Yorkshire Dales Cycle Way, National Cycle Network routes.

• Bridleway routes: Pennine Bridleway.

61. While the regionally promoted Yorkshire Dales Cycle Way circumnavigates the
National Park, and the Lakes and Dales Loop clips its western edge, the Walney to Wear 
and Way of the Roses routes are part of the National Cycle Network, developed through 
Sustrans.  The Way of the Roses is one of the best cycle touring routes in the country and 
is deservedly popular.  It is estimated to have about 15,000 users a year, with most 
cyclists staying in the National Park one night on their way between the West and East 
Coasts.  

Multi-day routes - guiding principles 

 Multi-day routes will be signed and promoted where the route is supported by the
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority as a regional significant route (see Table 2).

 Dedicated ranger(s) will be employed to undertake the maintenance and waymarking
of National Trails and other multi-day routes where Natural England (or other similar
body) funds this activity.

 The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, with associated bodies, will campaign for
the Coast to Coast path to become a National Trail.
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Figure 5 Open access land and recognised walking, riding and cycling routes 
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Appendix 2 

Minute of the Yorkshire Dales Local Access Forum - 7 June 2016 

8. Long distance routes

MA presented the paper on long distance routes and asked members for their opinion on 
the policy and the suggestion for making Lady Anne’s Highway a recognised long distance 
route in the National Park with waymarking and inclusion on the OS Map. 

There was a general discussion about the number of long distance routes on OS maps, 
especially in the Settle area.  Officers were asked who makes the decision with regarding 
putting new routes on OS maps.  MA said that all the local authorities that cover the route 
are consulted and are required to reach a joint decision.  In the same way, routes could be 
removed from the OS map. 

Members agreed that the criteria within the policy used to judge routes for waymarking 
was still relevant.  However, they felt that this should be used as the starting point and that 
other factors should be taken into account on an individual basis such as how much a 
route overlapped with other long distance trails.  KB suggested that if a long distance route 
has been in existence for 5 years, and fulfils the criteria, then it could come to the 
members for discussion on whether to way mark and/or put it on the OS Map.  All agreed 
that this was a good way forward. 

Members agreed that any long distance routes, that fulfil the criteria within the 
policy, should be brought to the YDAF for discussion. 

The question about the cost of waymarking routes was raised.  MA explained that in some 
instances the proposing organisation or group pays for the waymarkers  with the rangers 
putting them up in the appropriate locations.  Some members felt quite strongly that there 
should be no cost to the YDNPA at all. 

Discussion led to the new long distance route proposal – ‘Lady Anne’s Way’.  Members 
agreed that the route did warrant waymarking due to the historical value of the route but 
that costs to the YDNPA should be kept to a minimum. 

Members of the YDAF agreed that it would be appropriate to waymark the Lady 
Anne’s Way and that costs to the YDNPA should be kept to a minimum. 
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Appendix 3 
1. Long distance walking and riding routes currently recognised, supported and/or waymarked

Category 1: National Trails 
Category 2: regionally important routes recognised by the National Park Authority which are waymarked and marked on OS maps. 
Category 3: regionally important routes recognised by the National Park Authority which are waymarked. 
Category 4: other routes which are not waymarked. 

Route Responsible 
organisation 

Distance in National 
Park (total distance) 

Comments 

Category 1: National Trails 
Pennine Way Pennine National 

Trails Partnership 
Edale to Kirk Yetholm. 

51 miles (268 miles) 

The first National Trail opening in 1965.  
Promoted through www.nationaltrail.co.uk . 
Several guidebooks and maps available. 
Marked on OS maps.  

Pennine Bridleway Pennine National 
Trails Partnership 

52 miles (200 miles from 
Middleton Top in 
Derbyshire to Kirkby 
Stephen) 

Section through the National Park was 
launched in 2012. Promoted through 
www.nationaltrail.co.uk. Map of route from 
Harvey Maps. Marked on OS maps. 

Category 2: regionally important, promotional discs permitted and marked on OS maps 
Dales Way Dales Way 

Association 
Ilkley to Windermere with 
link routes from 
Harrogate, Leeds and 
Bradford. 

50 miles (84 miles) 

Opened in 1980s. Several guidebooks 
published. Dales Way Association long 
established with website 
(www.dalesway.org.uk). Regular liaison 
meetings with YDNPA. YDNPA publishes a 
leaflet to the walk. Marked on OS maps. 

Ribble Way Lancashire County 
Council  

(70 miles) Opened in 1985. Is currently waymarked 
although in poor condition. Little promotion 
carried out, and appears to be used by only low 
numbers of walkers. Guidebooks are available. 
Marked on OS maps. 
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Dales High Way Friends of the 
Dales High Way 

From Saltaire to Appleby. 

55 miles (93 miles) 

Map book and guidebook produced. Website 
www.daleshighway.co.uk. Launched in 2008. 
Waymarked in 2013 and included on OS maps 
in 2014. 

Pennine Journey Pennine Journey 
Supporters Club 

Settle to Hadrian’s Wall 
and back. 

97 miles (247 miles) 

www.penninejourney.org. Guide produced. 
Launched in 2008, waymarked in 2013 and 
included on OS maps in 2014.  

Category 3: regionally important routes recognised and supported by the National Park Authority which are 
waymarked 
Coast to Coast Wainwright Society St Bees to Robins Hood 

Bay 

22 miles (190 miles) 

One of the best known routes in the UK 
attracting significant numbers of walkers. 
Devised in 1973. Annual meeting between 
Wainwright Society and local authorities. 
Numerous guidebooks and considerable 
website promotion including on 
http://www.wainwright.org.uk/coasttocoast.html 
Route is now fully waymarked. 

Lady Ann’s Way None Skipton to Penrith linking 
locations associated with 
Lady Ann Clifford. 
49 miles (100 miles) 

Book first published 1995. Development Plan 
and request for waymarking received in 2015. 

Category 4: other routes which are not waymarked 
The Inn Way Mark Reid 76 miles all in NP www.innway.co.uk and supporting book. 

Launched in 1997. 

The Settle to Carlisle Way None 32 miles (92 miles) Map produced by Harveys. Original work 
commissioned through Target Project. Route 
has been safety audited. Route links all the 
stations on the railway line. Launched 2005. 
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Herriot Way None Route through 
Wensleydale and 
Swaledale based on 
locations related to 
James Herriot.  

49 miles all in YDNP 

Book first published 1997. 

Airedale Way None Leeds to Malham 
following the River Aire. 

8 miles (50 miles) 
Swale Way None Boroughbridge to Keld 

23 miles (77 miles) 

Booklet produced by Richmondshire DC in 
1997 

Yorkshire Water Way Yorkshire Water Kettlewell to Langsett 

15 miles (104 miles) 

Links reservoirs belonging to Yorkshire Water. 
Devised by Mark Reid. Book published in 2006. 

Bay to bay walk None Barrow to Robin Hoods 
Bay 

35 miles (191 miles) 

Published in two sections – Grassington to 
East Coast and Grassington to West Coast. 
www.bay2bay.co.uk. 

Coast to Coast mountain 
bike route (Woodcock) 

None 22 miles (220 miles) The best known of variants of Wainwright’s 
coast to coast route for mountain bikers. Guide 
promoted through www.mbruk.co.uk.  

The fact that a route is not supported does not indicate that it is considered un-worthwhile, or is not an asset to the area.  There are 
many interesting and beautiful walks which are not heavily promoted and this can be part of their charm and appeal.  Although 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority does not actively become involved in the promotion of category 4 routes, or support their 
waymarking, their use could still be encouraged through being listed on our website or in publications. 
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LADY ANNE’S WAY
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLAN

High Dyke, Mallerstang

August 2020

Friends of Lady Anne’s Way
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LADY ANNE’S WAY
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2020

“For almost thirty years, Lady Anne Clifford was virtually a queen in the dale-country of
Craven and Westmorland.”

So writes Bill Mitchell M.B.E. in his forward to Sheila Gordon’s Lady Anne’s Way. From
1643 to her  death in 1676 Lady Anne regularly travelled between Skipton and Penrith,
restoring castles  and churches and building almshouses for the poor.  She inherited over
90,000 acres of ground in the north and it  was said she could travel from her castle at
Skipton to another of her castles at Brougham, just south of Penrith, without deviating from
her own lands.

Lady Anne’s Way is one of a number of long distance routes that bring visitors into our
region and covers 100 miles from Skipton in North Yorkshire to Penrith in Cumbria. The
trail links all the castles restored by Lady Anne Clifford in the 17c. and emulates many of
the journeys she took whilst supervising the restoration of her castles.  It  starts in North
Yorkshire, crosses the Yorkshire Dales National Park and continues through the relatively
new extension  to  the  Park,  in  Mallerstang,  before  entering  Cumbria,  following existing
rights of way throughout.

The  route  is  a  fascinating  one,  designed  to
appeal to both walkers and those interested in
history.  It  passes  through the  Yorkshire  Dales
with  its  unspoilt  villages  and  limestone
pavements and progresses over the remote and
rugged fellside of Mallerstang to enter Cumbria
and the hidden delights of the Eden Valley. It
can  be  completed  in  6-9  days  with  many
walkers preferring the longer itinerary in order
to  spend  more  time  exploring  the  places  of
interest along the way.

Whilst many visitors to the Dales come to walk,
not all walkers  contribute to the local economy.
A day visitor can, if they choose, arrive by car,
park  on  the  roadside  and  bring  their  own
refreshments.  Long  distance  walkers  on  the
other hand are dependent on local businesses for
accommodation,  baggage  carriage,  meals  and
snacks. 

The walkers on Lady Anne’s Way spend over a week on the trail using B & Bs and pubs
for accommodation and evening meals and also stocking up at the local shops during the
day.  The  money  generated  from  this  is  of  significant  value  to  the  local  businesses.
Subsequently these same walkers return home and tell their family and friends about the
stunning landscape they’ve walked through and often return as a group for a holiday.  
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“I  can  vouch  that  it  is  becoming  more  popular  each  year.  People  love  the  trail  and
especially the history along the route… I promote it as much as I can” – Comment from
owner of a B&B on the route.

Support

The walk is supported by a guide book, a website www.ladyannesway.co.uk and a Friends 
of Lady Anne’s Way group:

Lady Anne’s Way is the only guide book to the route
and is written by Sheila Gordon who created it. It was
first published in 1995 and over the years interest grew
steadily. However with the publication of a new edition
by Skyware Press in 2013 interest has surged.

The book contains detailed route maps, text including
the  story  of  Lady  Anne  Clifford,  photographs  and
original  line  drawings  by  artist  Frank  Gordon.  It  is
printed in full colour with 27 original stile maps of the
route. Feedback from reviewers and from walkers using
the Guide has been very positive.

“Sheila  Gordon’s  guide  combines  much  of  this  rich
history  of  people,  landscape  and  buildings  linked  to
Lady  Anne  and  to  other  aspects  of  the  area,  with
detailed walking instructions.  These  are  supported by
Tony Grogan’s excellent maps, offering more detail for

walkers  than even the  recommended OS maps,  and by Frank Gordon’s  marvellous  line
drawings, highlighted with subtle colour wash.” - Yorkshire Dales Review

“Top of the pops! Every day is slightly different and varied, the pretty Dales, vast stretches
of moorland, a few (but not too many) climbs and then the lush Eden Valley. And on top of
all that, its castles and places of historic note. Perfect” – Comment by walker on Lady
Anne’s Way website.

Over 6,500 copies of the guide book have been sold to date and the route is now offered as a
walking holiday by Contours Walking Holidays, Mickledore, Absolute Escapes, and North
West Walks. Sherpa Van and Brigantes both offer baggage carriage for independent walkers
and Sherpa Van offer a holiday package.

We estimate that approximately 1,000 people now walk the route every year proving the
popularity and endurance of this trail and with many favourable comments:-

“The  best  walk  guide  book  I  have  ever  bought  for  content,  detail  and  standard
presentation” – Comment from walker on Lady Anne’s Way website
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“An immersive experience of walking hidden green lanes and quiet village tracks that must
have been vital connections for villagers in the days before motor cars. A timeless quality
which encouraged an unhurried approach. This is a walk to savour, rather than rush from A
to B.” - Comment from walker on Lady Anne’s Way website.

The website:-

The high quality website  www.ladyannesway.co.uk provides information about the route
including links to accommodation providers and updates concerning the route. Walkers can
contact the author via the website and she is happy to answer questions.

“An  epic  journey  through  a  variety  of  landscapes,  full  of  memories  and  packed  with
information about the history of this stunning area” – Comment by walker from Amazon
website

Milestones

The date March 2018 was a milestone in the history of the walk when we celebrated the
completion of the waymarking of the whole route. This was only possible through the help
of all our generous sponsors and of course the work and encouragement of the relevant local
authorities. Now in the year 2020 we can celebrate the 25 th. anniversary of Lady Anne’s
Way.  Unfortunately  due  to  the  recent  pandemic  many  celebrations  have  had  to  be
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postponed. One particular event which coincided with our anniversary year was the erection
of a life-size bronze sculpture of Lady Anne Clifford which is to stand in the centre of
Kirkby Stephen. The event was scheduled for May 2020 and has been rescheduled for the
autumn.  This amazing art work will be a major attraction for both day visitors and also
those walking the route  on their way to Penrith. 

A further event which was generated by our anniversary is the LAW100 – a 100 mile race
along the route of Lady Anne’s Way and organised jointly by DueNorth & NAV4 Adventure
and is scheduled for January 2021. This running event will advertise the long distance path
to many who were not aware of it beforehand.

Publicity

As a result of a bulletin sent out to various magazine editors and interested groups, we
received  a  considerable  amount  of  publicity  regarding  our  anniversary  year.  Articles
appeared in Lakeland Walker, Country Walking, The Dalesman, The Ramblers Association
Newsletter and Strider the Long Distance Walker’s Publication. In addition a podcast has
been created with author and illustrator Mark Richards and producer David Felton, which
entails a walk along The Highway in Mallerstang. This podcast can be viewed on-line and
will bring publicity regarding Lady Anne’s Way to a much wider audience.

Nappa Hall, Wensleydale – Frank Gordon
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The Future

Lady Anne’s Way celebrates our heritage with emphasis on the life of a remarkable woman
and the historic buildings which she restored to their former glory. Walkers on the ‘way’ will
help to promote these ancient structures when they return home and tell of the memorable
experiences they enjoyed on their  walk. Many will return with family and friends for a
second visit, thus helping the local economy.

This long distance path is proving increasingly popular with walkers in both the U.K. and
further afield, with enquiries recently from Australia and even Canada. American tourists in
particular seem to have taken a special interest in the route and its fascinating historical
content. A little closer to home the author was interviewed by Eva Moraal, an author, editor
and historian from the Netherlands. Eva is a regular visitor to Appleby and has written a
travel guide to the Eden Valley and the Dales, which includes the interview concerning Lady
Anne’s Way, and which was published in June.

 Friends of Lady Anne’s Way was established in 2015 to support and help maintain the route
in the long term and to take responsibility for inspections and particularly publicity material.
Currently work is progressing on a publicity leaflet to be sent out to all the relevant Tourist
Information Centres etc. which will further generate interest. 

As we progress through the Covid 19 pandemic we find that walking, along with cycling,
has become a vital part of people’s lives, enabling them to escape the isolation which many
have had to endure. This will no doubt foster a surge in walking as a pastime, now that
many have come to appreciate the joys and physical and mental well-being that comes from
walking in the outdoors. The local economy will be in greater need than ever as it strives to
recover from the effect of this pandemic. O.S. inclusion of Lady Anne’s Way could play a
major part on this long road to recovery.

Now seems an appropriate time to explore the possibilities of having the route marked on
the O.S. maps as a Recreational Long Distance Path. Inclusion on a map enables the walker
to plan and subsequently follow the route with confidence, it helps to promote the route and
also draws it to the attention of any walkers who may then return. Bringing visitors to the
area  covering  the  trail  helps  to  support  small  businesses  and  contributes  to  the  local
economy. This will be especially important in the future when current restrictions have gone
or been adjusted.

In 2018 waymarks were positioned where paths leave or cross roads, where paths diverge or
at other places where confusion may occur. Inappropriate waymarking on upland areas was
avoided.

“A user not familiar with the area should be helped to follow the route, but this does not
mean that  he  should be  able  to  do  it  with  no map and without  thinking” –  Signs  and
Waymarking, Good Practice Guide, IPROW.

Marking the route on the OS maps would give confirmation to the walker that they are on
the  correct  path,  particularly  in  dense  agricultural  areas  like  the  Eden Valley.  With  the
increase in walkers from abroad this is doubly important. Being able to see the whole of the
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route  on  the  maps  is  an  invaluable  resource  when  planning  the  route  and  organising
accommodation.

The route crosses an area covered by three relevant authorities: North Yorkshire County
Council;  the  Yorkshire  Dales  National  Park  Authority  and  Cumbria  County  Council.
Inclusion of the route on the O.S. maps will require the support of all three authorities and
this  Development  Plan  has  been  drawn  up  to  meet  the  policy  requirements  of  all  the
authorities in respect of inclusion on the O.S. maps.

Consultation

In preparing this report we have noted reports from walkers who have walked the route
including members of the Friends of Lady Anne’s Way and Friends of A Dales Highway. We
have  consulted  officers  and  received  support  from  organisations  including  the  Long
Distance  Walkers  Association,  The  Dales  Way  Association,  the  West  Riding  Area  of
Ramblers and Kirkby Stephen & District Walkers are Welcome Group. Support has also
been received from Tourist Information Centres including the Penrith centre, Craven District
Council, Kirkby Stephen Town Council and others along the route, the Eden Development
Team and the BID Marketing & Communications Team based in Skipton, Skipton Castle
and the heritage group Great Places Lakes & Dales.

Walking  Holiday  Providers  including  Contours  Holidays,  baggage  carriers  and
accommodation  providers  were  also  included  in  the  survey.  There  was  overwhelming
support for the route to be included on the O.S. maps.
 
Comments from Supporters.
“It’s a really characterful trail that we’ve been offering for more than a decade now and has
always drawn a good number of customers. We’d love to see it recognised in OS maps for
the future” – Contours Walking holidays

“On behalf of Skipton BID Ltd, we fully give you our support - this 'new' hiking route is
integral  to  Skipton's  heritage  and  therefore  has  significant  tourism  appeal  that  would
benefit our hospitality sector and enhance the town's appeal to both local residents and
outside visitors.”

“Lady Anne’s Way is a popular, and well used, inter-regional recreational route, based on
excellent research of historic journeys made by Lady Anne Clifford (1590-1676). The Dales
Way  Association  would  fully  support  the  naming  of  this  route  on  current  Outdoor
Leisure/Explorer Maps and on Landranger Maps, as it runs in a south to north direction,
not east to west, and therefore complements, rather than competes, with the Dales Way. Its
indication on printed and electronic OS maps will both help promote the route and make it
easier for users to find their way on their own maps.”-Colin Speakman, Chairman of the
Dales Way Association. June 2020

Conclusion

We believe that Lady Anne’s Way makes a significant contribution to published walking
routes in the Yorkshire Dales and the Eden Valley. 
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It is a beautiful route with well supported quality information which showcases the stunning
landscape of the Dales and the Eden Valley through which it passes.

It celebrates our cultural heritage and promotes the historic buildings which are on the route,
thus bringing knowledge of them to a much wider audience.
The route has increased in popularity over the 25 years since its inception and now has
international appeal.
Walkers on Lady Anne’s Way spend over a week on the trail and the money generated from
their visits is of great benefit to the local communities through which it travels.
The trail brings visitors to the area in a way that has little or no carbon footprint and is of
enormous health benefits to all who use it.

We hope you can see your way to supporting our plan to have the route marked on the O.S.
maps as a Recreational Long Distance Path with all the benefits which ensue both to locals
and visitors alike.

                   

    Walkers on Lady Anne’s Way,
     Mallerstang
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