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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM  12 

 
  
Committee: AUDIT AND REVIEW  

 
Date: 10 NOVEMBER 2020  
  
Report: INTERNAL AUDIT ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2019/20 

 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
1. To present the Annual Report prepared by the Authority’s Internal Auditor, Veritau Ltd, 

for 2019/20, based on audit work covering the year to March 2020. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That Members are asked to note the report. 
 
 
Strategic Planning Framework 
 
3. The information and recommendation contained in this report are consistent with the 

Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework: 
 

 Corporate Plan objective 36 ‘Operate governance arrangements that are fit for 
purpose as reported through the Annual Governance Statement and the Annual 
Governance Report’. 

 
  
Background 
 
4. The report forms part of the statutory requirement to maintain an adequate and 

effective internal audit function.  Compliance with established Internal Audit Codes of 
Practice requires that this Committee is provided with an annual report setting out the 
work done by Internal Audit, and that such a report contains an overall opinion on the 
internal control framework. Please note that this report would ordinarily have been 
presented to this Committee at its meeting in April 2020 (which was cancelled following 
the Covid19 lockdown); it was inadvertently omitted from the agenda of the July 
meeting of this committee, so is presented here for completeness. 
  

5. The purpose of the Annual Report is to provide an overall opinion and a statement of 
assurance regarding the adequacy and effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control 
systems, and a summary of the internal audit work carried out during the year to 31 
March 2020.  This statement of assurance supports the Annual Governance Statement 
(AGS), which in turn supplements the Authority’s Financial Statements. 
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6. The Internal Auditor’s report for 2019/20 is attached; it includes a summary of audit 
work completed during the year and details of the findings of individual internal audits.  

 
 
Conclusion and discussion 
 
7. The overall opinion of the Internal Auditor on the controls operated by the Authority is 

that they provided Substantial Assurance. There were no significant control 
weaknesses which, in the opinion of the Head of Internal Audit, needed to be 
considered for inclusion in the Annual Governance Statement. 
 

8. Members should note that this opinion is qualified in the light of Covid19. The audit 
work covered by this report was undertaken before the pandemic started to affect the 
Authority’s activities to any significant extent, and the report states that ‘it is not 
possible to quantify the additional risk arising from the current short term measures or 
the overall impact on the framework of governance, risk management and control’. 

 
9. To address the issues raised by this qualification, the internal audit programme for 

2020/21 has been designed to look at those areas where risk may be higher as a 
result of changes in working practices brought about by our response to Covid19, in 
particular to our financial controls.  

 
10. With respect to the period since March 2020, it is useful to note that the external 

auditor has examined the Authority’s accounting systems and records for the period 
from April 2020 to date, in relation to its work on the Authority’s annual accounts, and 
plans to issue an unqualified opinion. This provides a level of additional assurance on 
the continuing appropriateness of our control systems. 

 
 
 
Richard Burnett 
Director of Corporate Services 

[17 October 2020] 
 
 


