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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM  9 

 
  
Committee: FINANCE & RESOURCES 
Date: 29 September 2020 
  
  
Report: STATEMENT OF FINAL ACCOUNTS 2019/20 

 
 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
1. To submit for Members’ provisional approval the Statement of Final Accounts (SoFA) 

for 2019/20.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That members:  

 
a. provisionally approve the SoFA for the Financial Year Ended 31 March 2020, 

and the associated Annual Governance Statement (AGS); 
 

b. delegate final approval of the SoFA and associated AGS to the Chair of the 
Finance & Resources Committee and the Chief Executive, once the external 
audit of the SoFA has been completed, and subject to the significance of any 
necessary adjustments identified in the closing stages of the audit. 

 
 
Strategic Planning Framework 
 
3.  The information and recommendations contained in this report are consistent with the 
Authority’s statutory purposes and in particular its objective to ‘Operate governance 
arrangements that are fit for purpose, as reported through the Annual Governance 
Statement and the Annual Governance Report ‘ and action 36.5, ‘Produce the Statutory 
Accounts for 2019/20, and achieve an unqualified external audit opinion’.  
  
  
Background 
 
4. In a normal year, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require that the SoFA for 
each year ended 31 March be certified by the auditors on or before the 31 July of the 
following year.  The Regulations also require the Treasurer to sign and date the pre-audit 
SoFA on or before 31 May, certifying that it presents a true and fair view of the financial 
position of the Authority, thereafter making it available for public inspection for a period 
including the first 10 days of June.  It is a requirement that the SoFA is re-certified prior to 
final approval by the Authority. 
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5. One of the many impacts of COVID-19 has been that this timetable has been modified, 
with the component dates pushed back with the intention of reducing the pressure on 
administrative functions. New rules, the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2020 No. 404, came into force on 30 April 2020. The key changes were: 

 The publication date for final, audited accounts is now 30 November 2020. 
 The requirement for the public inspection period to include the first 10 working days 

of June was removed. Instead local authorities must commence the inspection 
period on or before the first working day of September 2020. 

 This means that draft accounts must be approved by 31 August 2020 at the latest 
(draft approval can be given by the Treasurer, as in the case of the Authority). 

 Authorities must publish the dates of their public inspection period, and it was 
recommended that they should provide public notice on their websites when the 
public inspection period would usually commence, explaining why they are 
departing from normal practice for 2020. 

6.  We completed the pre-audit draft of the Authority’s SoFA on 2 July; this was signed by 
the Treasurer, and uploaded to our website for public inspection, significantly in advance 
of the revised inspection deadline. That version has subsequently been subject to external 
audit; audit work is now substantially complete, except in relation to pensions. Some minor 
amendments to the first draft have been incorporated in the second (currently, final) draft 
of the SoFA, which is attached as an Appendix. 
 
7. The intention had been to present the accounts for final signature at this meeting of this 
Committee, which would also have heard the external auditor’s annual report. However, 
because of continuing audit work on the valuation of the assets and liabilities of the 
pension fund entries, this target date can’t now be achieved.  
 
8. Please note that the remaining questions over the Pension Fund have nothing to do 
with valuations ascribed by the Authority or by any of its policies. The North Yorkshire 
Pension Fund (NYPF), to which we are a subscriber organisation, is a fully independent 
body, and provides us with the pension-related information that we are obliged to include 
in our SoFA. It is the valuations deriving from NYPF and its actuaries, and the certification 
of those figures by its own external auditors that have to be reviewed by our External 
Auditor. This work has not yet been competed. 
 
9. This, potentially, places the Authority in a difficult position, in terms of engaging 
Members in reviewing and approving the accounts, both of which are key governance 
controls.  At present, we have published a draft of the accounts (as we are obliged to do), 
but are required to finalise their sign off by the end of November, potentially with very 
limited member scrutiny. 
 
10. The proposed solution is therefore as follows: 
 

(i) Members provisionally approve the SoFA for the year ended 31 March 2020, 
and the associated Annual Governance Statement (AGS); this provides the 
opportunity for Members to scrutinise the Authority’s accounts. 
 
The external audit will be completed in due course. This may generate some 
adjustments to our SoFA in relation to the accounting entries for pensions, but it 
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is unlikely that such changes would affect the ‘substance’ of our annual 
accounts, in terms of what we have actually spent and earned, although they 
would alter those component lines on our balance sheet that relate to pension 
valuations. 

 
(ii) Members agree to delegate final approval of the SoFA and associated AGS to 

the Chair of the Finance & Resources Committee and the Chief Executive. 
[Note: the SoFA is routinely signed by the Chair and CEO, at the end of the F&R 
Committee meeting at which Members agree to approve the annual accounts]. 

 
11. This delegated approval would be conditional on a judgement that any revised SoFA is 
not fundamentally different to the current version, other than in respect of any changes to 
pension accounting entries. If there are other material changes, or if – in the judgement of 
the Treasurer – the pension adjustments could have an impact on the Authority’s financial 
position to the extent of affecting its financial plans or going concern, the SoFA will need to 
be referred back to this Committee for later approval. 
 
12. Such later approval would cause us to miss the statutory reporting deadline; the only 
positive spin that can be put on this unattractive outcome is that we would almost certainly 
not be the only local government organisation in this position in 2020, and it is probably 
unlikely that we would face significant sanction, particularly given that the late completion 
of the external audit is a result of external factors.. 

 
 

Statement of Final Accounts 
 
13. The format and content of the SoFA (see Appendix) must comply with the CIFPA 
Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom: A Statement of 
Recommended Practice (SORP) and is therefore largely outside the control of this 
Authority. The SORP sets out the proper accounting practice required for the SoFA within 
the statutory framework of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the Local 
Government and Housing Act 1989. 
 

14. The AGS is included with the SoFA but, whilst it is not covered by the eventual ‘true 
and fair’ certification by the Treasurer and the External Auditor, it does require the 
approval of the Authority and the signatures of the Chair and Chief Executive.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
15. Members are recommended to agree the process as described at paragraph 10. This 
will allow an appropriate opportunity for scrutiny by Members, as well as supporting an 
approval process which should see the Authority finalising its accounts by the current 
statutory deadline of 30 November 2020. 
 
 
Michelle Clyde 
Head of Finance  
 
14 September 2020 
 


