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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 9  

 
 
Date: 29 September 2020 
  
Report BYELAWS RELATING TO CAR PARKS 
  

 
Purpose of the report 
 
1. To review the byelaws relating to the use of the Authority’s car parks and make 

variations where appropriate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. i)  To commence a review of the byelaws relating to the use of the Authority’s     

car parks. 
 ii) Draft byelaws be prepared by the Authority’s Solicitor, after consultation with 

the Chairman and Member Champion for Recreation Management, for 
submission to Defra for provisional approval and amendment as 
necessary. 

 iii) Following receipt and consideration of Defra’s comments, the Authority’s 
solicitor be authorised to re-submit the byelaws to the Secretary of State for 
formal confirmation. 

 
Strategic Planning Framework 
 
3. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with 

the Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework: 
 

 Corporate Plan Objectives 
 
Objective 36: Operate governance arrangements that are fit for purpose as reported 
through the Annual Governance Statement and the Annual Governance Report. 

 
Background 
 
4. The Authority owns and manages a number of car parks within the National Park at 

Aysgarth Falls, Buckden, Clapham, Dent (currently leased to Dent Parish Council), 
Grassington, Hawes (Dales Countryside Museum), Horton-in-Ribblesdale, Kettlewell, 
Linton Falls, Malham and Stainforth.   
 

5. Byelaws were made by North Yorkshire County Council on 19 May 1987 under 
Section 90, Sub-sections (1) and (5) of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 which apply to all of the Authority’s car parks.   

 
6. Byelaws are local laws, made under an enabling power which usually require 

something to be done or refrained from in a particular location and are accompanied 
by a sanction or penalty for non-compliance.  A copy of the byelaws relating to the 
Authority’s car parks is attached at Appendix 1.   

 
7. The byelaws have not been reviewed since they were adopted and are reflective of 

issues at the time of their implementation.  The Authority has experienced some 
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incidents recently regarding breaches of the byelaws.  For example, a commercial 
business has been selling goods from two of the Authority’s car parks and there have 
been issues regarding the long term parking/storage of vehicles.  The current penalty 
for breach of the byelaws is a fine not exceeding £100.  It appears that the current 
level of fine is not acting as a deterrent and should be increased.   

 
8. In the circumstances and given the passage of time since the byelaws were made, it 

would seem appropriate to review the adequacy of the existing byelaws. Byelaws 
should always be proportionate and reasonable.  Where a byelaw is no longer 
necessary, it should be revoked. 

 
Review of Byelaws 
 
9. It is proposed that Officers review the byelaws to establish whether they remain fit for 

purpose and whether any variations would be appropriate.  The Chairman of the 
Authority and the Member Champion for Recreation Management will then be 
consulted. 

 
Process for varying a byelaw 
 
10. If variations are identified as being necessary, the Authority will carry out a 

consultation process. Consultees include Parish Councils.  Whilst there is no 
requirement for a formal consultation process (although the legislation requires the 
Authority to consult with Natural England), consultation is recognised as good 
practice before applying to Defra (the Secretary of State) for provisional approval of 
the byelaws.  A failure to do so might impact on the decision to confirm the byelaws. 
 

11. Once provisional approval is given, the Authority can make the byelaws, give notice 
of its intention to apply for confirmation of the byelaws in one or more local 
newspapers circulating in the area to which the byelaws are to apply, deposit a copy 
of the byelaws at the Authority’s offices (for public inspection) and then after the 
month of deposit, seek confirmation of the byelaws from the Secretary of State. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
12. In addition to officer time, there will be minor costs incurred to give notice of the 

intention to apply for confirmation of the byelaws in the local press and to produce 
new boards notifying the public of the byelaws in the car parks. 

 
Legal Implications 
 
13. Once confirmed by the Secretary of State, byelaws have the force of law within the 

areas to which they apply and can be enforced through the Magistrates’ Court.   
 
Conclusion 
 
14. The Authority commence a review of the car park byelaws. 

 
Clare Burrows 
Solicitor / Monitoring Officer 
 
9 September 2020 
 
Background documents:  None 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK 

 
Made by the Council of North Yorkshire 0n the 19th day of May 1987 under Section 90 
Sub-sections (1) and (5) of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 

 
BYE-LAWS RELATING TO CAR PARKS 

DEFINITION 
1. In the construction of these Bye-laws “land” means the areas of land used as car parks, 
including associated picnic areas, pursuant to arrangements made by the Council of the 
County of North Yorkshire (hereinafter referred to as “the Council”) under the provisions of 
Section 12(1)(c) of the National parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 being land 
situate in the Counties of North Yorkshire and Cumbria within the boundary of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park, and described in the schedule to these Bye-laws. 
 
DAMAGE 
2. No person shall on the land:- 
(i) Climb any wall, hedge or fence on or enclosing the land or any tree, barrier, railing, 
post, structure, fixture, erection or ornament or any part or parts thereof, or any implement 
provided for use in the laying out, maintenance or repair of the land. 
(ii) without reasonable excuse remove or displace any wall, hedge, fence, barrier, railing, 
post, seat, structure, fixture, erection or ornament or any part or parts thereof, or any 
implement provided for use in the laying out, maintenance or repair of the land. 
 
SOIL AND PLANTS 
3. No person shall remove or displace any soil or plant from the land. 
 
WILDLIFE 
4. No person shall without lawful excuse or authority on the land kill, molest or intentionally 
disturb any animal or bird. 
 
FIRES 
5. (i) No person shall on the land light any fire or place, throw or let fall a lighted match or 
any other thing so as to be likely to cause a fire. 
(ii) This Bye-law shall not prevent the lighting or use of properly constructed camping 
stove or cooker in any area set aside for that purpose in such a manner as not to cause 
danger of or damage by fire. 
 
CAMPING AND CARAVANNING 
6. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, erect a tent or use any vehicle, 
including a caravan or caravanette or any other structure, for the purpose of camping on 
the land except on any area which may be set apart and indicated by notice as a place 
where camping is permitted. 
 
SALE OF GOODS 
7.(i) No person shall, on the land, sell or offer or expose for sale, or let hire of offer or 
expose for letting for hire, any commodity or article or any service for reward except in 
pursuance of an agreement made with the Council. 
(ii) No person shall, without the consent of the Council, use or permit to be used on the 
land any vehicle, caravan, caravanette, cart or structure howsoever designed or 
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constructed for or in connection with the sale of any article or commodity or of any animal 
or the offer of any service for reward. 
 
PROHIBITED VEHICLES 
8. No person shall, without the consent of the Council, drive or cause to be driven on to 
the land any motor vehicle constructed or adapted, or any vehicle classified as a motor 
tractor, light locomotive as defined by subsections (6), (7) and (8) of section 19 of the 
Road Traffic Act 1972, or any heavy commercial vehicles as defined in subsection 5 of 
section 36A of the Road Traffic Act 1972. 
 
If the Council has set apart on the land for use by motor coaches or buses or other 
vehicles, this bye-law shall not prevent the riding or driving of those vehicles in the space 
so set apart, or on the direct route between it and the entrance to the land. 
 
REPAIRS TO VEHICLES 
9. No person shall carry out or permit to be carried out any repairs other than emergency 
repairs to any mechanically propelled vehicle, trailer, caravan, caravanette or cart whether 
towed or not on the land. 
 
PARKING CHARGES 
10. No person shall cause or permit a mechanically propelled vehicle, caravan, 
caravanette, trailer or cart whether towed or not to be parked or to remain on the land 
unless the appropriate parking fee has been paid in accordance with the Council’s 
conditions for the time being in force and displayed on a notice to that effect on the land 
and in the case of pay and display car parks a ticket to the effect that parking charges 
have been paid is displayed in a prominent position on the said vehicle, caravan, 
caravanette, trailer or cart provided always that this Bye-law shall not apply to any person 
holding a Resident’s Pass issued by the Council exempting him form parking charges. 
 
DOGS 
11. No person shall cause or permit any dog under his charge or control to be brought or 
to remain on the land unless such a dog be and continue to be kept under proper control 
and restraint and be effectually prevented from causing annoyance to any person or 
persons or from worrying or disturbing any animal or bird thereon. 
 
SAVING FOR OFFICERS 
12. (i) An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty on the land by an officer of the 
Council or by any person or servant of any person employed by the Council shall not be 
deemed an offence against these Bye-laws. 
(ii) Nothing in or done under any of the provisions of these Bye-laws shall I any respect 
prejudice or effect injuriously any public right of way through the land or the rights of any 
person acting legally by virtue of some estate right or interest in, over or affecting the land 
or any part thereof. 
 
PENALTY 
13. Any person who shall offend against any of these Bye-laws shall be liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £100. 
14. The Bye-laws made by the County Council of the North Riding of Yorkshire on the 6th 
day of March 1968 and confirmed by the Secretary of State on the 28th day of May 1968 
and the Bye-laws made by the County Council of the West Riding of Yorkshire on the 21st 
day of January 1970 and confirmed by the Secretary of State on the 17th day of November 
1970 are in respect of the Yorkshire Dales National Park hereby repealed.  
 


