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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 7   

  
  
Date: 29 September 2020  
  
  
Report: FUTURE OF FARMING AND LAND MANAGEMENT WORKING 

GROUP 
 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
1. To seek approval for the working group on the Future of Farming and Land 

Management in the Yorkshire Dales National Park to continue its work with a further 
review in 12 months time. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That Members: 

- approve the continuation of the ‘Future of Farming and Land Management’ working 
group with reports to be brought back to the Authority as appropriate; 

- consider whether to amend the membership of  the working group 

- consider changing the name of the working group. 
 
 
Strategic Planning Framework 
 
3. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the 

Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework: 
 

 National Park Management Plan objectives 
By 2022, develop a locally tailored, locally delivered, outcome-focused 
environmental land management scheme to maintain, restore and improve the 
outstanding natural capita and rural heritage of the National Park 

  
 
Background 
 
4. The ‘Future of Farming and Land Management’’ working group’ was last considered by 

Members at the September 2019 meeting.  The conclusion of this consideration was 
that the working group should continue, subject to a further review in 12 months, with 
the following changes: 

 the group to have a broader remit: “to keep abreast of national developments on 
the future of farming as they impact on the National Park Authority’s statutory 
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purposes and, contribute responses to national and local proposals in line with 
YDNPA policy”; 

 consider putting additional staffing resources into this area of work whether this 
be buying in expertise or developing a short term post;   

 developing a wider communications message for the National Park Authority to 
identify the opportunities we might have to provide information to the farming 
and land management community and the wider public, on the issues and 
challenges the area faces; 

 Robert Heseltine to be added to the working group. 
 

5. The working group has met 3 times - in October 2019, February and August 2020, with 
the scheduled meeting for May cancelled due to the covid-19 lockdown.  These 
meetings considered the current position on upland farming nationally, regionally and 
within the Yorkshire Dales.  This included specific papers on: the relevant proposals 
from the Landscapes  (Glover) review; national developments, and in particular the 
Policy Discussion document Environmental Land Management  (ELM); the ‘Payment 
by Results’ ELM test and trial; the ‘Future Farming resilience fund’ initiative; updates 
on the Farming and Land Management Forum; and, approving a strategy on the 
National Park Authority’s role on communications to farmers, the local community and 
the public about the impact of post-Brexit policies. 
 

6. As per its remit, the working group also considered the scope for putting additional 
staff resources into this area of work.  Unfortunately, a proposal (for a 3-year post) was 
due to come to the Authority in March but had to be put on hold as a result of Covid-
19. 

 
7. Not surprisingly, with such a complex and detailed agenda, the group believes that it 

should continue its work over this uncertain period, subject now to the following 
change to its remit: 

 Advising on implementation of the agreed strategy on the Authority’s role in 
providing information to, and communicating with, the farming and land 
management community and the wider public during the transition towards the 
new ELM scheme. 

 
8. The working group will continue to report back to the National Park Authority as and 

when necessary. 
 

9. The group’s current composition is now as follows:- 

 Ian McPherson – Chair and Member Champion for the Natural Environment 

 Neil Heseltine – Chairman of the Authority 

 Julie Martin – Member Champion for Cultural Heritage 

 Allen Kirkbride – Dales farmer 

 Robert Heseltine – Member  
 
10. There is a question as to whether the composition of the membership of the group is 

still appropriate or should be changed.  There are two factors to consider.  First, for 
various reasons, Mr Kirkbride has not been able to attend any of the working group’s 
meetings in the last 12 months.  Second, the group now has one fewer Member than 



 

9 
 

previously because of Chris Clark’s departure from the Authority.  Members’ views are 
sought.  
 

11. There is also a question as to whether the name of the Group accurately reflects its 
remit.  There are different views from Group members on this matter but it is suggested 
that the ‘Farming and Land Management Policy’ working group’ would be a more 
appropriate title.  Again, Members’ views are sought.  
 
 

Conclusion 
 
12. Over the past three years the working group has developed particular expertise on 

what is a difficult, complex and quickly moving agenda.   
 
13. In order to best respond to these future challenges, it is proposed to continue the work 

of the group, broaden its remit and continue to report back to the Authority when 
necessary. 

 
 
Adrian Shepherd 
Head of Land Management 
14 Sept 2020 
 


