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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
 

 
ITEM 3        

Minutes of the meeting held remotely in the Lifesize Virtual Committees Room, on 
Tuesday, 30 June 2020. 
 
Present: 
 
John Amsden, Nick Cotton, Richard Foster, Kevin Frea, Richard Good, Neil Heseltine (in 
the chair following his election), Robert Heseltine, Julie Hutton, David Ireton, Allen 
Kirkbride, Sandy Lancaster, Carl Lis, Julie Martin, Ian McPherson, Ian Mitchell, Jim 
Munday, Stuart Parsons, Gillian Quinn, Karin Sedgwick, Neil Swain, Cosima Towneley 
and Richard Welch. 
 

 
COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK 

 

 
01/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Chris Clark. 
 

02/20 MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY 
 

The report of the Committees Officer was NOTED. 
  
03/20  ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 

Neil Heseltine was nominated for the position of Chair of the Authority. Following 
his election address to Members, 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
By unanimous vote, that Neil Heseltine be elected Chair of the Authority, to hold office 
until the annual meeting of the Authority in 2020. 
 
 

NEIL HESELTINE IN THE CHAIR 
 
 
 

04/20 ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR 
 

Julie Hutton was nominated for the position of Deputy Chair of the Authority.  
Following her election address to Members, 

 
RESOLVED – 
 
By unanimous vote, that Julie Hutton be elected Deputy Chair of the Authority, to 
hold office until the annual meeting of the Authority in 2020. 
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The Chair thanked the outgoing Chairman, Carl Lis, for all his work over the past four 
years, as well as his work as former Chair of National Parks England. The Chair also 
thanked Judith Donovan and Jocelyn Manners-Armstrong (both Secretary of State 
appointed members), who left the Authority at the end of March, for their past work on 
behalf of the Authority. 
 
 
05/20 PUBLIC QUESTIONS / STATEMENTS 
 
A written statement had been received from Councillor Yvonne Peacock, member for 
Yoredale Ward, Richmondshire District Council. This statement was read to the meeting.  
 
06/20 DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING 
 

1. Richard Foster, Sandy Lancaster, Ian Mitchell, Gillian Quinn, Karin Sedgwick, Neil 

Swain and Richard Welch declared they had been lobbied in favour of item 4 

(appointment of Chair). 

2. Robert Heseltine, Allen Kirkbride, Julie Martin, Stuart Parsons and Richard Welch 

declared they had been lobbied against item 9 (review of governance 

arrangements) and Stuart Parsons had also been lobbied in favour of that item. 

 
07/20 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE AUTHORITY’S COMITTEES  
 

The Authority CONSIDERED the report of the Committees Officer. 
 
RESOLVED – 
 
That 
 
(a) the Authority’s Committees be established as follows - 

 
Audit and Review Committee (12): Chris Clark, Richard Good, Robert 
Heseltine, David Ireton, Allen Kirkbride, Sandy Lancaster, Julie Martin, Ian 
Mitchell, Jim Munday, Cosima Towneley, Richard Welch and a new Secretary 
of State member when appointed. 

 
Finance and Resources Committee (13): John Amsden, Nick Cotton, Richard 
Foster, Kevin Frea, Neil Heseltine, Julie Hutton,  Carl Lis, Ian McPherson, Stuart 
Parsons, Gillian Quinn, Karin Sedgwick , Neil Swain and a new Secretary of 
State member, when appointed. 
 
Planning Committee (17):   John Amsden, Richard Foster, Kevin Frea, Richard 
Good, Neil Heseltine, Robert Heseltine, Julie Hutton, David Ireton, Allen 
Kirkbride, Sandy Lancaster, Julie Martin, Ian McPherson, Jim Munday, Stuart 
Parsons, Gillian Quinn, Neil Swain and Cosima Towneley. 

 
Substitute members for the Planning Committee to be as follows and in the 
order listed: 
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County – Richard Welch and Nick Cotton; District – Ian Mitchell and 
Carl Lis; Secretary of State – new member when appointed;  Parish – 
Chris Clark. 

 
Standards Committee (5):  Neil Heseltine, David Ireton, Carl Lis, Neil Swain. 
Stuart Parsons was nominated and elected as the fifth member of the Standards 
Committee. 
Allen Kirkbride was nominated and elected as the ‘substitute’ member of the 
Standards Committee, for dealing with any member conduct issues. 

 
 
08/20 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO REPRESENT THE AUTHORITY 

ON PARTNERSHIP BODIES 
 

CONSIDERED - the report of the Committees Officer and the Authority’s representation 
on each partnership. 
 
RESOLVED – 
 

a) That the representation of Members to the partnership bodies listed in the 
appendix attached to the report be confirmed; and 

b) that Richard Good be appointed to the Local Government York, North Yorkshire & 
East Riding Housing Board; Stuart Parsons to the York, North Yorkshire & East 
Riding Local Enterprise Partnership Infrastructure Board; and Carl Lis to the 
Swinden Quarry Trust. 

 
 
09/20 REVIEW OF THE YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
  

CONSIDERED - the report of the Chief Executive. 
 
In a wide ranging debate there was general support for the proposals set out in the 
report, though for different reasons. Members generally acknowledged that the current 
Board was too large (confirming existing policy), but were concerned about the radical 
nature of the governance proposals set out in Julian Glover’s Landscapes Review, 
particularly the proposal to remove local appointees from the main Board. Members 
highlighted a number of points: 
 

 Change was not optional given the pressure to reduce membership.  

 A working group, established by the Audit and Review Committee, had 

conducted an in-depth review of the options for governance and all 

members had had the opportunity to participate in, and comment, to this 

group. 

 The Audit and Review Committee supported the working group’s 

recommendations. The outgoing Committee Chair had explained her 

reasons for supporting the proposals in writing and the Deputy Chair of the 

Committee added his reasons for support at the meeting. 

 Having balanced, democratic representation on the board was crucial. 

There was wide support for retaining a high level of local representation on 
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the board and there was concern from some members that local 

democracy was being eroded. 

 The majority of Members felt the proposed structure was a pragmatic way 

forward, ensuring a majority for local representatives, geographical 

representation across the National Park and also acknowledging the 

strength and contribution of the national members. 

RESOLVED –  
 
That the Authority authorises officers to commence discussion with Government officials 
on implementing a reduction in the size of the Authority’s membership from 25 to 16 from 
June 2021. 
 
 
10/20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT REMOTE MEETINGS OF THE AUTHORITY AND 

ITS COMMITTEES 
 

CONSIDERED - the report of the Solicitor / Monitoring Officer.  
 
In response to a member’s question, the Monitoring officer confirmed that, if a member 
of the public did not wish to join the meeting, they could choose to have their submitted 
statement read out to the meeting by an officer. 
 
 
RESOLVED –   
 

a) To agree to public participation in remote meetings by way of video conference or 

telephone with effect from 1 July 2020, for the purposes of: 

i. asking questions or making statements at the start of remote meetings of 

the Authority and its Committees in accordance with the Authority 

procedure for doing so; and 

ii. making a statement in accordance with the right of public participation at 

Planning Committee meetings; 

b) To adopt the updated Public Participation at Planning Committee meetings 

guidance as attached to the report. 

 
11/20 
 

FREQUENCY OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

CONSIDERED - the report of the Head of Development Management. 
 
During the debate, it was agreed that a small working group could be established to 
explore other potential improvements to the Planning Committee.  
 
  
RESOLVED –  
 
To hold Planning Committee meetings every 6 weeks, starting from the July Committee 
meeting, with a brief review after 12 months. 
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[Richard Welch left the meeting during this item. The Chair called a short break, during 
which John Amsden, Robert Heseltine, Allen Kirkbride and Stuart Parsons also left the 
meeting.] 
 
12/20 
 

DARK SKY RESERVE STATUS 
 

CONSIDERED - the report of the Director of Park Services. 
 

Members noted the special quality of the night sky within the National Park, the 

enjoyment which this instils, and the community support for this initiative. Members also 

commended the huge amount of work already carried out. Volunteers had undertaken a 

programme of dark sky meter readings with over 400 measurements for 300 locations 

within the National Park, which had indicated the exceptional quality of the night sky. 

 
RESOLVED –  
 
To adopt the principles set out in the Light Management Plan and shown in Appendix 3 
of the report, and to endorse the application for Dark Sky Reserve status for the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park. 
 
13/20 NATIONAL PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT 

2019-20 
 

CONSIDERED - the report and presentation of the Director of Conservation and 
Community.  
 
Members commended the report and presentation and the progress made on the 
objectives. It was noted that pressure from Government to reduce “land banking” would 
be welcomed to help ease the housing situation and encourage more development in the 
Park. 
 
NOTED - the initial progress made by a wide range of bodies in implementing the 
objectives set out in the new National Park Management Plan. 
 
[Karin Sedgwick left the meeting] 
 
14/20 PROGRESS ON AUTHORITY OBJECTIVES IN 2019/20 
 
CONSIDERED - the report of the Director of Conservation and Community. 

 

NOTED - the progress made in 2019/20 towards achieving the Authority’s objectives.  
. 
 
15/20 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20 

 
CONSIDERED - the report and presentation of the Head of Park Management.  
 
NOTED - The Public Rights of Way Delegated Highway Authority annual report, which 
would be submitted to Cumbria County Council and North Yorkshire County Council. 
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16/20 JOINT WORKING WITH THE YORKSHIRE DALES MILLENNIUM TRUST 

(YDMT) 
 

Carl Lis declared a personal interest in this item, being one of the trustees of the 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust. 
 
CONSIDERED - the report and presentation of the Director of Conservation and 
Community.  
 
Members wished to put on record their thanks for the work and commitment of the young 
rangers who had taken part in the Green Futures Programme.  

 

NOTED - the information in the Annex to the report, being a brief review of the 

effectiveness of the joint working between the Authority and the Trust during 2019-2020. 

 
17/20 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
CONSIDERED – the report of the outgoing Chairman, Carl Lis, and verbal update to the 
meeting. 
 
NOTED - the report of the Chairman.  
 
 
18/20 REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED – the report of the Chief Executive, including the delegated 
decisions made by the Chief Executive under urgency provisions. 
  
 
19/20 MEMBER FEEDBACK ON PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATION AND  

MEMBER CHAMPIONS’ REPORTS 
 
CONSIDERED and NOTED - the report of the Committees Officer. 
 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 2pm. 


