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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 10  

 
  
Date: 29 SEPTEMBER 2020 
  
  
Report: CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

 
 
ENGAGEMENTS 
Since the last meeting of the Authority, the Chairman has been involved in the following:-  
 
Media  
 

 An interview with Phil Chapman of BBC Look North following my appointment as Chair 
of the Authority - aired on July 19th. 

 An interview with BBC Farming Today on the impact of the pandemic and the increase 
of domestic tourism on rural businesses in the Dales aired on August 14th.  

 
Video Conference Meetings 
 

 Informal meetings of Local Government North Yorkshire & York. [See appendix] 

 Meetings of relevant YDNPA officers to discuss the ongoing Covid situation.  

 Along with the Deputy Chair, an induction meeting with the CEO & Deputy CEO of the 
Authority 

 A meeting of the Future of Farming Working Group. [Refer to Review of Future of 
Farming Working Group report elsewhere on this agenda] 

 An introductory meeting with the Chair of Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust [YDMT]. 

 A meeting with local land agent to discuss and explain the local plan consultation. 

 Chaired a meeting of the Member Champions [see separate report for details] 

 Attended a meeting of Lake District National Park Authority’s Farming Group to share 
our expertise on current farming schemes. 

 A meeting with Richard Good to discuss threats and opportunities to Hudson House. 

 Attended one day of the online Europarc Conference. 

 A discussion meeting with Defra’s ‘Arms Lengths Bodies’ [ALB] Chairs to talk about the 
future of farming in England. Specifically  to cover the work of the Future Farming and 
Countryside Programme [FFCP], including reductions and eventual removal of Direct 
Payments and the future Environmental Land Management scheme and the 
relationship to the 25 Year Environment Plan. 

 An introductory meeting with the Director of National Park England and new NPA 
Chairs. 

 Along with other members, attended a Chairing Development and Training session re 
Chairing skills. 
 

Neil Heseltine 
Chairman 
Background documents:  None    
4 Sept 2020 
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Appendix 
 

Report on Meeting of Local Government North Yorkshire and York (LGNYY) 
 
A meeting of the LGNYY was held on Thursday 27 August 2020.  
 
Covid recovery 
 
North Yorkshire and York gave an update regarding Covid 19 regional recovery. 
 
James Farrer from the Local Enterprise Partnership gave a presentation on the economic 
recovery plan which covered business, community, housing and high streets. 
 
Devolution 
The main item on the agenda was devolution. A verbal update was given regarding 
progress to date. 
 
As agreed by LGNYY on 3 July 2020, the proposed devolution deal had been submitted to 
the 9 local authorities for approval and to seek their agreement to submit the proposals to 
central government to start discussions.  
 
7 of the 9 local authorities had approved the proposals and agreed they should be 
submitted to government. Ryedale and Hambleton District Councils had each decided to 
defer their decision, pending publication of the White Paper. (No local authorities had 
formally rejected the proposals). 
 
The main question for the LGNYY meeting was to determine whether to submit the 
proposals to government at this point or to wait for the Ryedale and Hambleton decisions. 
The feeling of the meeting was to hold back until support had been obtained from all 9 
local authorities. 
 
 
Neil Heseltine 
Chair  
August 2020 
 


