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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

 
ITEM 6     

Minutes of the meeting held at Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday 17 December 2019. 
 
Present: 
 
John Amsden, Chris Clark, Judith Donovan, Richard Good, Neil Heseltine,  
Robert Heseltine, David Ireton, Sandy Lancaster, Julie Martin, Jim Munday,  
Cosima Towneley and Richard Welch. 
 

 

COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK 

 
 
34/19 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED - 

 
That the minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2019, having been printed and 
circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct 
record. 
 
 
35/19 PUBLIC QUESTIONS/STATEMENTS 
 
No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been 
received. 
 
 
36/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

No apologies for absence were received. 
 
 
37/19 DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING 
 
No declarations of lobbying were made at the meeting. 
 
 
38/19 REVIEW OF YORKSHIRE DALES NPA MEMBERSHIP 

 

CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive 
 
Following consideration over a two year period, Members discussed a proposal from a 
Member/Officer Working Group to reduce the size of the Yorkshire Dales NPA Board. 
 
The background to the issue was discussed. That being that the YDNPA is the last NPA to 
consider reducing its membership as part of a Government directive to do so as part of the 
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budget cuts from 2010-2015. The YDNPA had been excluded from this exercise at the time 
because of the pending extension of the National Park boundary. In the meantime, Julian 
Glover’s Review of Designated Areas, which considered National Park governance, had 
been published. This recommended smaller Boards of 9-12 with all members to be 
appointed directly by the Secretary of State for their passion, skills and experience in 
National Park matters. 
 
Members were agreed that the Board should be reduced in size but a minority were 
unhappy with the size of the proposed reduction. One Member thought there should be 
more ‘national’ members in the proposal. Among the reasons for supporting the proposal 
the following were highlighted: 

 Provides a better balance and representation than those proposed in the Glover 
Review of Designated Areas; 

 Current set up is cumbersome, unwieldy and out of proportion to other public bodies 
and National Park Authorities and a smaller Board would be more efficient and cost 
effective; 

 Would create a better balance between ‘national’ (4) and ‘local’ (12) Members; 

 Could be enacted without the need for new Government legislation; 

 It was the best compromise from all the models that had been examined. 
 

A Member suggested it would be useful to review how any new structure was operating 
after a period of operation. 
 
Among the reasons for opposing the proposals were: 

 Would weaken local democracy; 

 Didn’t adequately recognise the geographical split of populations in the park; 

 Too many local Members compared to National Members; 

 Richmondshire District Council have reduced numbers, and there are some 
concerns about managing Councillors’ workload; 

 ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’ 
 
An amendment to reduce the size of the Board to 18, with the addition of two ‘National’ 
Members, was defeated. 
 
An amendment to reduce the size of the Board to 20, with the addition of four ‘local’ 
Members, was defeated. 
 
RESOLVED –  
 
That a recommendation be submitted to the full Authority that the size of the Authority 
membership should be reduced from 25 to 16.  This to be implemented from April 2021.  
 
[John Amsden, Robert Heseltine, David Ireton and Richard Welch all asked for their vote against the 
decision to be recorded, for reasons stated in the discussions.] 
 
David Ireton asked that a vote of thanks be recorded to recognise the work of the Member/Officer 
Working Group. 
 

 


