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Dark Sky Friendly Business Checklist criteria 
  

  

√ 

  Essential (non-accommodation providers can ignore 8-11)   

1 We are based in the Yorkshire Dales National Park or the wider influ-
ence area and will act as Dark Sky ambassadors for the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park. 

  

2 We are proactive in reducing light pollution on our property and in our 
community and will support Yorkshire Dales National Park initiatives. 

  

3 We have considered how star-gazing customers might affect our 
neighbours. 

  

4 We provide customers with a check-list of what to bring to enjoy Dark 
Skies and stargazing events. 

  

5 We provide reference information and/or signpost customers to addi-
tional sources of information e.g. leaflets, star charts, books, websites, 
apps and places to stargaze across the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

  

6 We promote and share Dark Skies events and activities (where appro-
priate) and Festival information via our website, literature, emails, so-
cial media and face to face. 

  

7 We promote other Dark Sky Friendly businesses (where appropriate) 
and venues 

  

8 We provide equipment that guests can use to view the stars and to aid 
enjoyment – e.g. blankets, deck chairs, binoculars, red torches, tele-
scopes etc. 

  

9 We are flexible with guests and can allow late returns.   

10 We consider requests for late check out or breakfast.   

11 We have considered how stargazing guests will interact with other 
guests e.g. returning late and making noise 

  

12 Display the Dark Sky Friendly logo wherever possible such as on web-
sites, social media and promotional materials. 

  

13 We have all the relevant training, insurance and permissions in order to 
carry out our activities. 

  

Please confirm that you have done the following  
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  You may also wish to consider the following:   

1 Ensure views aren’t obscured by indoor or other lighting   

2 Provide a designated viewing area on-site with appropriate outside 
lighting which should be minimal but still ensure the safety of guests. 

  

3 Give advice and tips (e.g. paint normal torches with red nail varnish)   

4 Organise public events that give people the opportunity to view the 
stars with expert guidance and provide advice on how to prepare, what 
to bring etc. and what plans are in place in case skies are not clear. 

  

5 Accommodation providers could provide facilities for refreshments – on 
return or as packed meals.  These facilities can be chargeable. 

  

6 Attend a Dark Skies Tourism workshop or other training   

Confirmed by:   

Your name:  

Business name:  

Email:  

Phone:  

Please confirm whether you have done the following  

Please note the award is applicable to businesses that advertise on yorkshire-

dales.org.uk as a way of visitors finding Dark Sky Friendly businesses.  

Successful applications will be awarded “Dark Sky Friendly”.  

It is the responsibility of the business to ensure that they are meeting the essen-

tial criteria required of the awards at all times. Any business reported not to be 

complying with the essential criteria will be subject to the complaints procedure.  


