
Seed in harvested hay (NPAONBP)

Providing seed for restoring 
species-rich hay meadows

How the project works

Hay Time project officers match suitable species-rich ‘donor’ meadows 
with meadows that need to be restored (‘receptor’ meadows). A cut of 
hay (either the whole crop or the top of the crop) is taken green from 
the donor meadow by contractors using our own machinery. The hay is 
transported immediately to the receptor meadow and spread. Seeds then 
fall as the hay dries, introducing a variety of traditional meadow species. 
The receptor farmer pays the donor farmer for the harvested hay. Where 
the receptor farmer is in an agri-environment scheme, all or most of the 
costs of restoration will be reimbursed.

How is the donor meadow protected?

We will harvest from no more than one third of a meadow in any year 
and we will also not harvest from the same part of the meadow for at least 
three years. This will give the meadow plants a chance to replenish their 
seed bank.

In the Yorkshire Dales: 
Hay Time Project Officer,  
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust,  
The Old Post Office,  
Main Street, Clapham  LA2 8DP.  
Tel: 015242 51002  
Email: info@ydmt.org

In the North Pennines: 
Hay Time Project Officer,  
North Pennines AONB Partnership,  
Weardale Business Centre,  
The Old Co-op Building, 
1 Martin Street, Stanhope,  
County Durham  DL13 2UY.  
Tel: 01388 528801  
Mob: 07717 815203  
Email: info@northpenninesaonb.org.uk

For advice or further information 
please contact your Hay Time 
project officer:

We can provide the information contained in this leaflet in  
large print, different formats and other languages on request.  
Please call 01388 528801 for details.

Printed on Greencoat Plus Velvet paper: 80% recycled post consumer, 
FSC certification; NAPM recycled certification; 10% TCF virgin fibre;  
10% ECF fibre
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The Hay Time project aims to conserve and restore species-rich  
hay meadows across the Yorkshire Dales and North Pennines, as  
well as promote a greater understanding and enjoyment of these 
special grasslands.

Species-rich meadow, Upper Weardale (NPAONBP)



What the Hay Time officer will do What you need to do

1 Provide you with the necessary forms for seed marketing.
Register as a seed marketer with Defra and apply for authorisation  
to market seed.

2
Agree a date for harvesting with you (which may change 
depending on the weather).

Agree a seed harvesting date. This may require delaying hay cutting 
of the donor meadow.

3
Give you a form to sign and send to the receptor farmer with the 
agreed price for supplying seed.

Send the quote to the receptor farmer for the cost of the seed.

4
Liaise with Natural England to organise any necessary consents 
and derogations.

You may have to sign forms to apply for consents and derogations.

5
Organise machinery and contractors to carry out the harvesting 
work and supervise the harvesting.

Agree to hire to the project a quad bike or other farm machinery 
(where applicable).

6
Supply you with invoicing details to send to the receptor farmer 
(who is responsible for paying for the seed). 

After harvesting, send your invoice for the seed to the receptor  
farmer for the amount in the original quote.

7
Survey your meadow again in future years to confirm that the 
harvesting has not affected it. 

Allow access for further surveys.

What machinery is used?
With the top-of-the-hay harvester, we harvest seed from an 
agreed area before you cut the meadow. The machine is pulled  
by quad bike and takes the top part of the sward, leaving the  
rest to be made into hay as usual.
Alternatively, a whole hay crop is taken using specialist 
machinery or standard farm machinery. You can cut the rest  
of the meadow when you wish and leave the agreed area for  
us to cut either before or after.

Step by step guide

Top-of-the-hay harvester (NPAONBP) Flail mower-collector (NPAONBP)


