
 

 

Yorkshire Dales National Park Tourism Partnership 
Tuesday 22 October 2019 

Yoredale, Bainbridge 
 
 
 

Attendees:  

 Judith Donovan CBE (JD), (YDNPA Member Champion and Chair)  

 Vicki Harris (VH), Marketing Lancashire 

 Kathryn Beardmore (KB), Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) 

 David Shields (DS), Welcome to Yorkshire 

 Sue White (SW), Richmondshire District Council 

 Helen Dalton (HD), YDNPA 

 Mark Kibblewhite (MK), North Yorkshire County Council 

 Robin Grey (RG), Forest of Bowland AONB 

 Kathryn Storey (KS), YDNPA 

 Sue Clarke (SC), Cumbria Tourism 

 Julie Barker (JMB), YDNPA 
 

 Apologies: Hetty Byrne - Forest of Bowland AONB, Jessica Goodfellow - Eden District 
Council, Shane Harris - North Pennines AONB, Sarah Kettlewell - Nidderdale AONB, Jacki 
Robinson - South Lakeland District Council and Sharon Sunter - Craven District Council 
and Mark McTighe - Lancaster City Council 

 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 
 

JD welcomed those attending and listed the apologies.  Members of the group introduced 
themselves. 

 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The group agreed the minutes of the last meeting, without any changes. 
 
 
3. UK National Parks Conference 2019 
 
JD gave a summary of the UK National Parks Conference hosted in September this year by the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. The conference, themed ‘New Horizons’, was a 2 day 
conference held at The Coniston Hotel and attended by over 100 delegates (Chairs, Members 
and CEOs) from all the UK’s 15 National Parks - plus speakers and civil servants and writers 
(including Gervase Phinn) and other partners.  Feedback from delegates was very good – one 
of the most successful elements was the choice of 10 tours offered to delegates and the 
evening hosted by the Duke of Devonshire at the Tithe Barn venue at Bolton Abbey. JD 
concluded her summary by showing the film which showcases the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park and was produced to be shown to delegates.   Partners are very welcome to use and 
share the YouTube link (see below).  

 
JD’s conference blog can be found here; http://bit.ly/322z9rU 
Conference presentations and ‘The Very Best Of The Yorkshire Dales National Park’, and the 

70th anniversary ‘Our National Park Family’ films can be found on the Yorkshire Dales National 

Park’s YouTube channel page here; http://bit.ly/2MQ30h1 
 

http://bit.ly/322z9rU
http://bit.ly/2MQ30h1


 

 

4. Opportunities for joint working 
This is a continuation of the last meeting, where there was discussion looking at possible 
projects in which members could collaborate and partners were asked to write a brief 
summary outlining their suggestion for potential joint projects and how a project could be 
developed.  A project based around Trains/Railway tourism has previously been suggested 
and there was discussion over how this might be taken forward.  There was also interest in 
developing “Food” and food maps and itineraries. An initial list has been created from the 
suggestions and JMB was asked to categorise the suggestions for partners to assist 
discussions at the next meeting. 
Action – JMB to categorise suggestions received to assist discussion to develop 
ideas. 
 

 
5. Updates from Partners 

 
Marketing Lancashire  
Lancashire intends to bid for City of Culture 2025. This will be a whole county 
application, rather than one city. The bid window will open at the end of this year 
and they will have until the end of 2020 to submit a bid. STEAM figs have just been 
released for 2018 and day visits are up.  The Visit Lancashire Tourism awards will 
be held on 7 Nov at Blackpool Pleasure Beach Ice-skating rink. Food is going to be 
a core campaign for next year.  Lancashire Day is 27 November. Marketing 
Lancashire, supported by the Lancashire Enterprise Partnership, are working with 
TEAM to produce Tourism Growth Stategy for Lancashire and workshops with the 
trade have been set up.  Currently working on 3 campaigns. 
 
Forest of Bowland  
Robin Gray attended in place of Hetty Byrne who is currently on maternity leave.  
Much effort goes to “Discover Bowland” and the focus on Dark Skies & Foody Foray 
and there is a good relationship with businesses through the (self supporting) 
Sustainable Tourism Network. Currently looking for contacts with Universities. 
 
Welcome to Yorkshire 
White Rose Awards will be held on 25 Nov.  The 2020 campaign is being completed 
now.  “Experience” campaign to be launched in April – not solely a print campaign. 
WTY are currently reviewing the events they attend and will be involved in 
Countryside Live in 2020. WTY have secured Cycle Summit 2020 and in October 
2020 it will be coming to Yorkshire.  CycleSummit is the annual b2b meeting / 
conference and marketplace for cycling tour operators worldwide.  The conference 
will be in Harrogate and will be an opportunity for holiday operators to experience 
the product in Yorkshire.  Full 2019 UCI Road World Championships impact report 
will be out in spring 2020.  
 
Richmondshire District Council 
Richmond was the start location for the UCI men's junior road race. A member of 
the team is working to develop Richmond Christmas Market. There is a reprint of 
the Herriot Leaflet –driving trail which highlights local businesses.  American travel 
writers (Vloggers) have been hosted.  Update included a discussion on the impact 
of flooding and its impact on tourism businesses – and that effort needs to go into 
positive images. 
  



 

 

North Yorkshire County Council – Following the York and North Yorkshire LEP 
consultation on the Local Industrial Strategy. Initial discussions have taken place 
with partners to explore the possibility of developing a Tourism Action Zone for 
North Yorkshire. 
 
Cumbria Tourism 
Revenue is up and visitor numbers are down.  Storm Desmond adversely affected 
confidence.  Most growth is outside honey pot areas. Winter campaign will be a 5 
month campaign to attract visitors from beg Nov to end March.  New website goes 
live soon.   
 
Any other business 
Glover Review – no update as Defra have said they won’t respond for at least a 
year. KB is happy to circulate the report to those that want to see it. 
WTY – Ian Ashton from World of James Heriot reports interest is brewing with the 
new Channel 5 series remake of “All Creatures Great and Small”.    
 

6. Date of next meeting 
TBA - JMB to circulate. 
 

Meetings are normally held in the Conference room in the YDNPA offices at Yoredale, Bainbridge. 
All commence at 10am. 


