
“…when it was fine, summer 
weather you never 
bothered to take the cows 
in. You either took them 
into a yard or they stood in 
the paddock; you brought 
them out of the pasture 
into a smaller paddock and 
they stood there. It was 
natural for them to stand 
and be milked and then go 
away. Cows are creatures 
of habit and they do things 
by habit.”
Annie Mason née Pratt of Chapel 
Farm, Burtersett interviewed by Bill 
Mitchell in 1988. Courtesy of Settle 
Stories www.settlestories.org.uk  

Milking cows 

The increasingly stringent hygiene 
regulations of the twentieth century 
coupled with the need to become more 
and more efficient, led to an arms race 
in milking technologies. New milking 
machines needed new milking parlours. 
They replaced the old adapted 
shippons. The abreast style of parlour 
was superseded by the herringbone 
design. Today’s milking parlours look 
more like the insides of a space-ship!

This panel has been produced by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority as part 
of the National Lottery Heritage Fund project ‘Dairy Days’, working with the 
community to research, record and share stories of Wensleydale’s dairying heritage.

Find out more about the project on our blog https://blog.yorkshiredales.org.uk/dairy-days

Lots of photographs survive of cows being 
hand-milked out in the fields in Wensleydale. 
The earliest one dates to 1910 and milking 
cows outdoors went on right up to the 1950s 
it seems. It looked romantic but on a wet 
spring morning it was probably anything but.

Milkmaids ‘dabbling in the dew’ on their way to milk 
cows in the fields on a summer morning is the last thing 
you would have seen in Wensleydale a hundred years 
ago. Cows were certainly milked out in the fields but 
you were much more likely to have seen men and even 
boys heading out with their milking stools and tin pails. 

Modern milking parlour recently installed at Home 
Farm, Aysgarth. www.thehomefarmer.co.uk

John Amsden milking on his farm in Carperby, unknown date. © Emma Amsden. 
www.emmaamsdenphotography.co.uk

“I can remember …the men as we 
referred t’them, because there 
was my dad, and he would have, 
there was always be two men, 
sometimes three men working on 
the farm, which is now unheard of, 
but I can remember them milking 
by hand, and they always used 
t’wear a cap, an’it was always a 
greasy cap, and they would sit there 
and the’ pushing the head into the 
cow, that sort of calmed the cow, 
just sitting there and it was like, it 
was a get together every morning 
and night, there’d be mebbe three 
of them or four of them milking, 
chatting away. Yeah, there’s very 
few opportunities nowadays for 
anything like that.”
Richard Fawcett (72) of The Croft Farm, Hardraw

Hand-milking in a field near Carperby, 1950s. Photo Bertand Unné, 
with permission of North Yorkshire County Council Archives.


