
Doorstep 
delivery
The first glass milk bottles were patented in USA in the late 
nineteenth century but up until the First World War most 
British milk was delivered in a milk churn on wheels and 
ladled out into the customers’ own containers.

This panel has been produced by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority as part 
of the National Lottery Heritage Fund project ‘Dairy Days’, working with the 
community to research, record and share stories of Wensleydale’s dairying heritage.

Find out more about the project on our blog https://blog.yorkshiredales.org.uk/dairy-days

Milk taken straight from an open churn fell foul of hygiene 
regulations so the sealed glass milk bottle gradually took 
over, reusable time after time. 

S & W Metcalfe milk 
bottle. Photo courtesy 
of Eleanor Scarr.

“…farmers in Hawes would have a little milk 
round of their own. There were no milk bottles 
in those days, they’d have a big can and there 
was a ladle measure and they would, for a 
pint, they’d get a good ladle full and then a 
drop more and they say ‘that’s a drop for the 
cat’, people always got good measure.”
David Dinsdale Mason (79), formerly of Leyburn

“Father bought a milk round, 
and we started bottling 
milk, ‘S&W Metcalfe’, I’ve 
still got one bottle, it’s a bit 
cracked, but I’m very proud 
of this bottle with ‘S&W 
Metcalfe’ written on it!”
Eleanor Scarr (née Metcalfe) (71), of 
Coleby Hall, Askrigg

“I think we only had one 
churn in wintertime, we had 
a bit more in summertime, 
because they used t’give 
more milk when they were 
out at the grass…We sold a 
little bit around the village 
and the rest, that was 
picked up by Rowantrees, 
Coverham Dairy, each day.”
Michael Horner (76), of Middleham 
House Farm, Carlton-in-Coverdale

Doorstep deliveries of milk in glass bottles supplemented farm 
incomes and several farmers in Wensleydale operated their 
own local milk rounds last century. 

Children were often heavily involved in the milk delivery business, 
either on the farm washing and capping bottles or even running 
their own milk delivery rounds.

Michael Horner delivering milk 
from his family farm in Carlton-in- 
Coverdale. Unknown date. 
Courtesy of Michael Horner.

The early cardboard tops on milk bottles were replaced 
with foil ones, coloured to show the type of milk inside. 
Skimmed milk which had had the cream removed was called 
‘blue blob’ and hard to get rid of. Local people preferred 
their bottled milk with a thick layer of cream on the top.

Some of us remember getting free school milk but 
not many got it ladled out of a churn. This is a young 
Eleanor Metcalfe handing out milk at Bainbridge 
School in 1958. Courtesy of Eleanor Scarr.

“Well, m’dad bought a milk round, in the 
late 1950s. And as children, I mean, it’s 
wonderful even then, what a ten or eleven 
year old could do, because I remember 
well washing milk bottles; filling milk 
bottles; putting the tops on; having 
everything ready…We all had a job, and 
we all had t’help…”
Eleanor Scarr (née Metcalfe) (71), of Coleby Hall, Askrigg


