


Approx 86,000ha of 
upland peatland 
management units in 
Yorkshire (about 25% of 
England’s peatlands). 
 
About 57,000ha in the 
Yorkshire Dales NP. 
 



 What’s the problem? 

80% of the UK’s Blanket bog is degraded 
 
 
 
 
 





YPP to the rescue 
Established by 
the funding 
partners in 2009. 
 
Happy 10th 
birthday! 
 



Grip and Gully Blocking 

Dams trap eroding peat and 
raise the water table 
 
Stone, timber, peat and heather 
bales are used to block grips 
and gullies. 
 
YPP have blocked 1,385km of 
moorland grips in the Dales. 
 
 



Re-profiling 

Steep sides are very 
vulnerable to further 

erosion. 
 

Almost impossible for plants 
to colonise these slopes. 

 
YPP have re-profiled over 
900 km of eroding hag or 
gully sides in the Dales. 



Revegetation 

Heather brash and seed on bare 
peat and gully sides. 
 
YPP have worked to revegetate 
100ha of bare peat in the Dales. 
 
Planted thousands of cotton 
grass plugs and sphagnum moss 
plugs. 



As of March 2019 
18,275 hectares of the 
Dales have restoration 
work completed or 
underway – about 32%. 
 
427ha that didn’t need 
work at the time 



As of March 2019 YPP 
raised and spent about 
£15million on the 
ground. 
 
Supported by over 
£2.5million of core 
funding 



This winter 
Tackling the big bad, and ugly 
 
• Fleet Moss/Oughtershaw. 
• Completing Stake Moss & 

New House, Bishopdale. 
• North Pole, Grimwith, 

Wharfedale. 
• Shaking Moss, Mossdale. 
• High Hebden Moor, 

Wharfedale 
• Bolton Moors, Wensleydale 
• Reeth Estate, Arkengarthdale 
• West Arkengarthdale 
• Summer Lodge, Swaledale 
 
About 2500ha, £2.9million of 
capital 



This winter 

Higher Level Scheme 
 

Countryside Stewardship 
 

DEFRA Northern Peat Partnership 



2019_2024 
To restore, where needed, the full hydrological integrity and typical vegetation communities of  

all of Yorkshire’s estimated 86,377ha of upland peatlands by March 2035. 

To bring a total of 47,343ha (55%) of Yorkshire’s upland peatlands under restoration 
management or into good condition by the end of March 2024. 

 
*this is defined as upland management units containing peat. 

Just shy of 5,000ha per year 

Current funding identified for 20,000ha to 2024 which is 
4,000ha per year 



2019_2024 
• To achieve that extra 1,000 per year we also need: 

• Greater research & monitoring to learn new techniques to 
deal with the more extreme erosion 

• Communicate the importance of peat to raise more funds 
and persuade policy-makers to support this. 

• Break down barriers to delivery. 

• Do more to bring landowners and managers to love their 
peatlands so we are no longer needed 



Thank you! 


