
	
	
	
	
	
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority 
Socioeconomic Wellbeing 
Assessment - YDNP 
Executive Summary 

  

Final | 13th November 2019 
	
	

	
 
 
 
 

 	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	
Edge Economics Ltd 
Courtwood House 
Silver Street Head 
Sheffield  S1 2DD 
United Kingdom   www.economiccase.com 



	 2 

Executive Summary 
i. This study establishes an up to date socioeconomic baseline of the YDNP, 

enabling an understanding of the changes that are taking place in its demography, 
community and economy.  It explores the YDNP’s strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats with respect to maintaining sustainable communities.  
The work also considers potential paths of future change. 

ii. The findings of the study highlight significant differences across the YDNP’s sub 
areas in terms of demographic trends and economic performance.  A high 
proportion of employment growth in recent years has been concentrated in the 
Craven sub area.  The structure of the economy is also changing.  The tourism 
related sectors have recorded strong growth in recent years and have become more 
important to the YDNP’s economy. 

iii. The study identifies significant demographic and economic challenges.  There are 
two primary challenges to the sustainability of communities in the YDNP: 

1. A strong demographic inertia in its population – Over time this means a 
population with an increasingly greater proportion of people aged 65+ years and 
smaller cohort of school or working age people; and 

2. The potential for a significant adverse economic shock to the farming 
economy – The farming economy now faces major uncertainty from two sources.  
First, the planned phasing out of the Basic Payment Scheme by 2027 and lack of 
clarity over its replacement.  Second, the potential departure of the UK from the 
EU which is likely to result in the application of substantial tariffs to farmers’ end 
products going to market. 

iv. These two challenges have a number of important implications for the YDNP.   

v. The demographic trend – if it continues as is projected – has implications for both 
businesses and the provision of community services in the YDNP.   

vi. For businesses, the projected decline in the labour force over time means that they 
will increasingly have to look outside of the YDNP to meet their labour force 
needs.  For some businesses, this may be feasible without a significant impact on 
operations.  For others however, it may be increasingly difficult to find sufficient 
staff without having to pay wage premiums to attract people from further afield.  
This may impact upon profitability and viability.  As a consequence, for these 
firms there will be an increasing pressure to relocate outside of the YDNP. 

vii. In relation to the provision of community services, a greater number of people in 
older age groups will increase pressure on health and care services.  The delivery 
of the latter in the YDNP is particularly challenging due to its remoteness in parts.  
At the other end of the age scale, declines in numbers of school age children will 
impact on the viability of providing provision.  Some areas such as the 
Richmondshire and Eden sub areas will be affected more in this way. 

viii. The potential for a significant adverse economic shock to the farming economy 
also has implications across businesses and community services.  Most significant 
is the potential for a large number of farming businesses to close as they become 
unviable.  This would generate a significant adverse shock to employment since 
farming employment accounts for around 1 in 6 jobs in the whole economy of the 
YDNP.  In turn, this would likely to result in further families leaving the YDNP to 
find alternative employment and reductions in school age children.  A large loss 
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of farming activity would also have implications beyond employment and 
population, due its role in community life and maintaining the landscape. 

ix. Whilst there are opportunities for further farm diversification and to capitalise 
upon recent growth in the tourism related sector, it would take time for such 
adjustment to occur.  There is also a question over whether there is sufficient 
additional tourism demand for all farms in the YDNP to diversify into tourism. 

x. Alongside this report, the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) has 
developed a comprehensive picture of housing demand, housing need and the 
deliverability of affordable housing in the YDNP.  A number of issues have been 
identified which are interconnected with retaining and attracting a younger 
population.  Further to the SHMA, this study highlights the dual function of 
housing in the YDNP economy.  In considering future policy, care should be 
taken to avoid significant adverse impact on the tourism sector.  Enabling growth 
of the tourism sector is particularly important at a time when the farming economy 
is facing acute challenges and opportunities for diversification are valuable. 

xi. Overall, the main implication of the study findings is that delivering an effective 
economic growth agenda in the YDNP will be challenging.  It will require careful 
decision-making and sufficient resource.  The current socioeconomic trajectory of 
the YDNP indicates that its ability to maintain vibrant communities is likely to be 
reduced in the future.  The status quo is becoming unsustainable.  It may be 
possible to change this path but there is a need to be clear about the level of 
stimulus required to do so.  Population and employment are intrinsically linked 
and it could be argued that both need to be encouraged in the YDNP in order to 
achieve communities that are sustainable. 

xii. Evidence from the analysis of the YDNP and initiatives elsewhere targeting young 
people indicate that it is not necessarily investment in physical infrastructure that 
is the most effective approach (with the exception of broadband and mobile 
communications).  There is already capacity for growth in the YDNP, for example 
in existing schools and health services.  It is community-based initiatives, 
engagement of young people and marketing of place that may be the most 
effective tools.  Nonetheless, there is also an argument for intervention to promote 
a better functioning housing market.  This could take the form of taking 
development sites into public or community ownership to ensure delivery or 
taxation/subsidy measures to incentivise the private sector. 

xiii. It is also clear that some locations just outside the YDNP serve an important role 
for residents of the YDNP in terms of both employment and services.  Many of 
these locations are performing well and are less constrained than those within the 
YDNP.  Supporting growth of these locations may be important in maintaining 
community sustainability within the YDNP. 

xiv. Whilst the holistic view of recently launched local initiatives may be correct, such 
efforts will need to be of a scale that can drive change quickly.  This may mean 
that additional funding is required from other sources.  The potential for a 
transformational catalyst project (a major capital investment) alongside these 
interventions should also be investigated.  For example, an educational outpost of 
a college or university would be a way of both increasing economic activity and 
offering something for younger people. 

xv. The YDNPA will need to carefully consider these implications and evaluate the 
possible options for intervention through the new Local Plan and in working with 
other key stakeholders. 


