
 

 

 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
                    ITEM 14 

  
  
Date: 17 December 2019 
  
  
Report: MEMBER FEEDBACK ON PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATION AND 

MEMBER CHAMPIONS REPORTS 
 

 
 
Purpose 
 
1. For Members to report back from meetings attended as representatives of the 

National Park Authority since the last Authority meeting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That Members consider and note the reports from the Authority’s representatives. 
 
 
Background 
 
3. Members represent the Authority on a wide variety of Partnerships and, in order to 

keep Members and Officers updated on this representation, formal reports are 
brought to each full Authority meeting.  

 
4. This provides the opportunity to update members on the work of the various 

partnerships we are involved, a chance to question member representatives and a 
means by which we can continually assess the value of these partnerships.  

 
5. Reports from Partnership meetings attended by Members this quarter are included 

in the Appendix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Payne 
Committees Officer 
 
25 November 2019 
 
 



 

 

Appendix  
 

 

List of Partnership Meetings Sept - Dec  2019 
 
 

Title Member Date Attended Report 
Attracting and retaining 
young people 

Chairman 14/10/19 Yes see Chairman’s report 

Campaign for National 
Parks 

J Martin 21/11/19 Yes attached 

Grassington Moor 
Management 
Association 

N Heseltine 24/09/19 Yes attached 

Local Government North 
Yorks & York (LGNYY) 

Chairman 18/10/19 Yes see Chairman’s report 

National Parks  
England 

Chairman 30/10/19 Yes see Chairman’s report 

National Park 
Management Plan 
Steering Group 

Chairman 29/11/19 Yes see Chairman’s report 

National Parks 
Partnership Ltd 

Chairman 29/10/19 Yes See Chairman’s report 

YNYER LEP 
Infrastructure & Joint 
Assets Board 

J Manners-Armstrong 23/10/19 
 

No  

Yorkshire Dales Access 
Forum 

MC for Recreation 
Management and  

N Heseltine 

15/10/19 Yes (NH) attached 

Yorkshire Dales Green 
Lanes Advisory Group 

MC for Recreation 
Management 

22/11/19 Yes attached 

Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Tourism 
Partnership 

MC for Promoting 
Understanding 

22/10/19 Yes attached 



 

 

 

  



 

 

Campaign for National Parks Meetings, London, 21 November 2019 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Chair Janette Ward, in her review of the year, outlined actions taken during 2018-19 
towards fulfilling CNP’s strategic goals.  Key actions included engagement with the 
Glover Review; publication of Raising the Bar, a major piece of research on the 
condition of nature; input to the emerging Environment and Agriculture Bills; 
encouraging moves towards sustainable agriculture (through Wildlife and 
Countryside Link); input to the National Grid’s Visual Impact Provision programme; 
campaigns relating to major developments, including Hellifield Flashes; input to local 
plans for seven National Parks; consultation responses on revision of the National 
Planning Policy Framework, the Welsh Government designated landscapes review, 
and Geological Disposal Facilities (sadly, government has not ruled out use of NPs 
for disposal of hazardous nuclear waste); publication of a report on sustainable 
transport in National Parks; and work to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the 1949 
National Parks Act.   
 
Financially CNP has had a better year than last (due mainly to legacy growth) but 
reserves continue to fall.  Three new trustees were elected following a rigorous 
selection process, and two others were re-elected.  In May 2019 CNP’s new chief 
executive, Corinne Pluchino, was appointed. 
 
Campaign Conference 
 
The conference was attended by CNP Council members and observers plus a 
number of others including some National Park CEOs.  Initial speakers celebrated 
the 1949 National Parks Act and the life of countryside campaigner Len Clark.  The 
event then focused on the Glover Landscapes Review.  Lord Gardiner, the Defra 
National Parks minister, was originally programmed to speak but was unable to do 
so because of the impending election. 
 
CNP Policy and Research Manager Ruth Bradshaw outlined CNP’s initial reaction 
to the review findings, welcoming proposals to strengthen Section 62 protections and 
NP management plans; tackle nature recovery and climate change; implement the 
new Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS); and give better access to 
NPs for more people.  However CNP considers that more work is needed on some 
other aspects, including wording of the proposed new statutory purposes; plans for 
reform of governance and planning sub-committees; funding for implementation; and 
the proposed creation of a new National Landscape Service (NLS).  There are also 
missed opportunities in the areas of transport, second homes, landscape and 
cultural heritage (about which the report says very little) and upland management. 
 
Richard Clarke, the policy manager for the National Association of AONBs then 
talked about lessons that can be learnt from the recent Welsh landscapes review, 
including the need for NPs and AONBs to have a coordinated response.  NPs should 
be ready for change and have clear views (supported by evidence) for discussion 
with government on implementation.  The Association generally welcomes the 
findings of the Glover Review but has concerns over funding for the new National 
Landscapes, the scale of their strengthened planning role, and the potential loss of 
funding for the Association itself. 
 
 



 

 

Key comments made in discussion included: 

• Glover Review makes little reference to protected landscapes work in Wales, 
Scotland or elsewhere in Europe; 

• In terms of governance, there is nothing to stop NPAs themselves making 
improvements now – for example changes in board size, diversity, training, 
appraisal; 

• There is concern re the proposed NLS – should it not be part of Natural England? 

• The local accountability of National Park Authorities (NPAs) is very important and 
must be retained – over-centralisation of NP work could be damaging; 

 
The afternoon session opened with a brief presentation by Julian Glover himself.  
His formal role is now over, although the panel will still meet occasionally.  In his 
view the NPs do a good job but there is still room for improvement, notably in terms 
of strategic leadership.  Questioned from the floor about the NLS, he responded that 
there is a risk of centralisation but also a need for greater coordination between the 
NPs.  He acknowledged that proposals for reform of governance, especially the 
proposals for planning sub-committees, need further development and also that 
more work is needed on how to tackle diversity issues. 
 
The next speaker was our own Carl Lis in his role as chair of National Parks 
England.  Carl summarised the inputs that NPE had made to the Glover Review and 
said that he was pleased to see many of NPE’s proposals included in the findings of 
the review. He said that the NPAs were very keen to lead, to do more, and to do 
better.  But the delivery of bold ambitions requires bold allocations of tools and 
resources too. 
 
Corinne Pluchino of CNP then outlined the steps that CNP will be taking to 
maintain momentum and influence proposals for implementing the findings of the 
Glover Review in the coming year.  CNP is in discussion with Defra, Natural 
England, NPE and the National Association of AONBs and is gathering intelligence; 
it will be building a call to action in coalition with other interested parties including 
CPRE, Open Spaces Society, YHA, National Trust, RSPB, Ramblers’ Association 
and the Wildlife Trusts. 
 
Finally, Adrian Phillips, former director general of the Countryside Commission and 
a vice-president of CNP, summed up.  He welcomed the Glover Review’s new 
vision, stressing the need to be ambitious and re-ignite the country’s passion for 
National Parks.  Key messages for the nation are that NPs are part of our natural 
heritage and can combat climate change; revised and updated purposes are 
important; and NPs can be run better and be more representative than they are now.  
The term ‘National Landscapes’ is confusing though, as it has been used in the 
report to describe not only the family of protected landscapes but also the newly 
strengthened AONBs.  It would be better to call the family ‘Protected Landscapes’, 
comprising National Parks and National Landscapes.  While recognising the need for 
stronger national leadership, he is concerned that the proposed NLS would reinforce 
the historic division between nature and landscape, and hence would prefer a major 
strengthening of Natural England.  He is also concerned about the Glover Review’s 
proposals for planning sub-committees, which need further thought.  Key messages 
for CNP specifically are that it must embrace AONBs and ally itself with the National 
Association of AONBs; push for a new Protected Landscapes Act (that refers to the 
European Landscape Convention); and build broad alliances between landscape 
and nature and with other parts of the UK.  The vision and momentum must be kept 
alive. 



 

 

 
All in all this was a very interesting day.  There was a strong consensus that while 
many of the Glover proposals are welcome, some aspects – including the proposed 
NLS, reform of governance, and potential shortage of tools and resources to achieve 
change – require significant further thought. 
 
 
Julie Martin 
25 November 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Grassington Moor Management Association, Tuesday 24 September, 7.30pm, 
Colvend. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Gill Quinn and attended by Phill Richards (YDNPA), 
Robert Stockdale & David Sayer (Graziers) George (Gamekeeper) Liz Sutton 
(Facilitator, Our Common Cause)  
 
The main item on the agenda was finalising details for the joint bid that is to be 
submitted on behalf of three moors within the YDNP, namely Grassington, 
Ingleborough and Brant Fell to the Our Common Cause project. This collaborative 
project encompasses Commons from Dartmoor, the Shropshire Hills, Yorkshire 
Dales and the Lake District with the combined aims of Enabling Collaborative 
Management, Reconnecting People with Commons and Improving Public Benefits 
but each area has its own objectives within this which are particularly relevant to 
their localities. 
 
The bid went in by the end of October and a decision is expected in March of 2020. 
I’ll keep you posted. 
 
Neil Heseltine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group 
22 November 2019 
 
 
A meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group was held on 22nd 
November in the Victoria Centre in Settle.  Rebecca Greenfield was welcomed in her 
new role as Head of Access and Engagement. The fact that it had been over 20 
months since the last meeting of the group (February 2018) is indicative of how well 
things are working at present. The good-natured meeting was attended by 10 
people: a mixture of Members and Officers from YDNPA, an Officer from Cumbria 
County Council and a variety of interest groups.  
 
The main focus of the meeting was the Annual Report on the management of ‘Green 
Lanes’ (unsealed routes) in the National Park. A list of projects was presented 
showing works undertaken on nine routes. The meeting was also updated about 
ongoing monitoring and enforcement work. Overall compliance with TRO’s was 97% 
in 2018, which is to be commended. A further table showed the agreed management 
on the 27 potentially sensitive green lanes and the progress that had taken place or 
would be taking place in the near future.  
 
Finally, the group looked in much greater detail at issues raised on the High Way 
from Hell Bridge to The Thrang (located in Mallerstang, to the northwest of Hawes) 
and Ravenstonedale Moor in the vicinity of Sunbiggin Tarn, west of Kirkby Stephen.  
 
 
Nick Cotton 
Member Champion for Recreation Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, Yoredale 
Tuesday 15 October, 1.30pm 
 
We were given an update on the flooding situation in Swaledale and Argengarthdale 
by Alan Hulme and the impact that the event had on the rights of way in the area and 
the massive efforts that will be required to get these routes back into an acceptable 
condition. He reiterated the huge effort made by a variety of volunteer groups in the 
immediate aftermath of the flooding, which helped to alleviate a lot of the disruption 
and distress it had caused. 
 
A long discussion took place about the complex situation of a couple of interlinking 
bridleways in the Sedbergh area. It involved the signage, the definitive route of each, 
and how accessible sections of the routes were, particularly whilst riding a horse, low 
hanging branches seemed to be the main issue! Alan Hulme is aware of the situation 
but made it clear that it would be dealt with in regard to priority of all the routes with 
the National Park.  
 
Lastly there was a discussion about the possibility of revisiting the assessment of 
TRO’s on ten routes within the YDNP. These restrictions of use were placed on 
certain routes several years ago based on certain criteria, including sensitivity and 
tranquillity of the routes. It was suggested that the situation was slightly different now 
to when the routes were first assessed and that in some cases the routes are in a 
better condition than they were. Although there was general acceptance that this 
may be the case, it was felt that the reason for this was that the restrictions had been 
put in place, and routes have improved for this reason.  We were left in no doubt that 
the overall situation is considerably better than they were prior to the introduction of 
the TRO’s, for a variety of reasons, and we were in a good place generally, and 
consequently we wouldn’t want to move away from this. There was agreement that 
we should leave things as they are. 
 
Comparisons were made to the situation in the Lake District NP, where it appears 
that things are just ‘kicking off’ on this subject, and our actions from a decade or so 
ago, through the formation of the Green Lanes Advisory Group, have saved us from 
the same fate. 
 
Something that we can be extremely proud (or smug!) about. 
 
Neil Heseltine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Member Champion Promoting Understanding Update – November 2019 
  
These are the key areas of activity since the previous Member Champion update.  

 
1. The Yorkshire Dales National Park Tourism Partnership. 

 
The group met on 22 October 2019 with the following representatives: 
 

Judith Donovan CBE (JD), (YDNPA Member Champion and Chair)  
Vicki Harris (VH), Marketing Lancashire 
Kathryn Beardmore (KB), Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) 
David Shields (DS), Welcome to Yorkshire 
Sue White (SW), Richmondshire District Council 
Helen Dalton (HD), YDNPA 
Mark Kibblewhite (MK), North Yorkshire County Council 
Robin Grey (RG), Forest of Bowland AONB 
Kathryn Storey (KS), YDNPA 
Sue Clarke (SC), Cumbria Tourism 
Julie Barker (JMB), YDNPA 

 
The agenda included: 
 

1. An update and video on the UK National Parks Conference 2019   
  

2. Opportunities for joint working with further discussions around: 
a. a potential future project based on Trains/Railway tourism and how this might 

be taken forward 
b. interest in developing “Food” and food maps and itineraries 
c. making links to get the most from our individual Dark Skies events and 

festivals 
3. Member updates. General round table updates from partners which included: 

Marketing Lancashire – Lancashire intends to bid for City of Culture 2025. 
This is an innovative approach which will be a whole county application, 
rather than based on an individual city.  
North Yorkshire County Council – Following the York and North Yorkshire 
LEP consultation on the Local Industrial Strategy. Initial discussions have 
taken place with partners to explore the possibility of developing a Tourism 
Action Zone for North Yorkshire. 

 
Other Authority Promoting Understanding updates include: 
 

2. Learning and Engagement 
 

• So far in 2019/2020 the current education programme delivered by YDNPA 
has engaged directly with over 1500 school children in and around the 
National Park. The programme has been developed to cleverly embed 
National Park messaging within the context of National Curriculum 
requirements and lots of outside hands-on learning, with the focus on children 
being outside exploring and understanding the Yorkshire Dales.  
 
As well as supporting school visits to the National Park, activities this year 
have included: working with local schools to develop and trial a new National 
Park-focused resource package for schools; delivering 3 John Muir Awards, 
growing eels in a classroom and supporting local farms to develop and 
deliver  a new education package.  

 

• The Authority’s Young Rangers group (Settle) had a very enjoyable session 
working with the Wildlife Conservation Team, whilst the Dales Countryside 



 

 

Museum based Young Archaeologists Club has been busy learning about life 
in the iron age and how to make pots. 

 

3. Visitor Services 
 

• The third Yorkshire Dales Cheese Festival was delivered in September, 
signalling the end of the 3 year EAFRD project. The lead role has now been 
handed over to Wensleydale Creamery which means the Yorkshire Dales 
Cheese Festival will continue post funding. A new Cheese festival event took 
place on the final weekend. This was the ‘Final Bite’ and showcased local 
producers, crafts and workshops at Dales Countryside Museum. This also 
offered a chance for visitors to see the Dairy Days exhibition and experience 
butter making. 

 

• The ‘Rich Seam’ National Lottery Heritage Funded project at Dales 
Countryside Museum is now complete with the installation of the Kettlewell 
water wheel. The museum is now undergoing maintenance work to the roof. 

 
 

 
 
Judith Donovan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Annual Report of Member Champion for Corporate Management  
December 2019 Authority Meeting 
 
Key areas of activity have been: 
 
Recruitment of the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer 
Supported David Butterworth and Richard Burnett in the shortlisting and interviewing of the 
applicants and successfully appointed to the role. 
 
National Parks UK 
I commented on the tender specification for the NPUK Member training in March.  
I also attended my Member training in the Brecon Beacons (report at Annex A). 
 
70th Anniversary Conference  
Facilitated one of the workshops on the last day of the conference and fed back to the main 
group. 
 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Working Group 
I joined the group and we reviewed the Working Group terms of Reference, the General 
Equality Statement, the Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Policy and communications.  
 
Blog    
I composed a blog for the website covering the role of Member Champions in the YDNPA. 
 
Financial Regulations 
Provided comments on the draft Senior Management Team report, on reviewing the financial 
regulations.   
 
Finance and Resources  
Attended all the meetings in the year.  
 
Pension Discretions 
Commented on the review of Pension Discretions Policy. 
 
Audit and Review 
Supported Gary Smith by providing comments on performance management reporting. 
 
Planning Committee 
Deputised on two occasions for other Members on the planning committee. 
 
 
Julie Hutton 
November 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Annex A 
 
Members National Induction Course 
Brecon Beacons National Park 
National Parks UK 
Summary 
The induction took place between 12 and 14 March and was very well attended by Members 
from all over the UK. 
 
The itinerary was packed full of presentations and a few trips including the second day visit 
to Crickhowell, a town near Brecon that won Great British High Street in 2018. This included 
meeting the man who spearheaded the campaign to covert a disused pub into housing and 
retail units to help local business and the vibrancy of the town. 
 
Over dinner we also heard about how the Crickhowell Walking Festival was established and 
how it is going from strength to strength each year. 
 
Subjects that were covered 

• The ethical Framework and Code of Conduct,  

• being an ambassador for the national park,   

• the work of National Parks England and Natural England 

• the work of Campaign for National Parks  

• Working in partnership through the National Park Management Plan  

• the responsibilities of Natural Resources Wales 

• The planning responsibilities 
 
Highlights  
Meeting the other delegates, who came from all over the UK and all had such great 
knowledge and experience. They were all very enthusiastic about their roles and the 
challenges ahead.  
 
Visiting another area that I had not been previously and understanding the priorities and 
issues facing the team at the National Park Authority.  The weather prevented us from 
walking up the Crug but I could still appreciate the amazing environment. 
 
What I learnt 
Most of the issues facing National Parks are the same, which was not too much of a 
surprise. These were outlined by Ed Evans NPA Chair, to set the scene for the course and 
included Brexit implications, honey pot locations, planning being seen as a barrier to 
development and regeneration pressures. In addition the differences between welsh 
devolved government policy and our policies.  
It enhanced my knowledge of the national framework vs the local and the depth of my 
responsibility as a Member  
 
Memorable points 
A lot of interesting discussion, during the three days, across so many subjects the national 
parks are dealing with.  The honesty of Liza Tomos from Natural Resources Wales, the 
humour of Phil Roach former Head of Discovery, Pembrokeshire Coast NPA and the stories 
from Melanie Doel (former BBC journalist and recent Chair of the Brecon Beacons NPA).     
Finally Dr Paul Sinnadural, the Natural Resources Manager from Brecon Beacons National 
Park Authority, discussed the first purpose. He said that we all need to do better as national 
parks and left us all with his take on the relationship between the purposes and the duty: 
“The economy is a wholly owned subsidiary of the environment”. 
 
 

 



 

 

Annual Report of Member Champion for Recreation Management 
December 2019 Authority Meeting 

 
Overview 
Recreation issues in the National Park in 2019 have been dominated by two major events, 
one good and one bad, but even the bad event has thrown up some uplifting stories. The 
good event was the amazingly successful UK National Parks Conference that YDNPA hosted 
over three days at Coniston Cold Hotel, giving us a chance to showcase our wonderful Park. 
The bad event was the devastating flash flooding in late July that caused severe damage in 
the Reeth and Grinton area, not just to properties but also to our Rights of Way network and 
footbridges. 
 
The Good - UK National Parks Conference 
No praise is high enough for the YDNPA staff who undertook a staggering amount of 
organisational and preparation work to ensure that the September National Parks conference 
hosted by us at Coniston Cold was by far the best ever held. Delegates from the 15 National 
Parks came from all parts of the UK and a series of trips were organised showcasing the best 
that the Park had to offer, including caving, mountain biking, a hike up Ingleborough and 
more gentle walks along the Riverside Path in Kirkby Lonsdale and at Smardale. 
 
The Bad - The Floods in Swaledale/Arkengarthdale 
On 31st July almost four inches of rain fell in Swaledale and Arkengarthdale in a very short 
period of time causing devastating flash flooding which badly affected scores of properties, 
many acres of farmland and long sections of our Rights of Way network including damage to 
footbridges. The community has risen to the occasion and together with volunteers from all 
over the country a massive amount of restoration has already been undertaken. Dales 
Volunteers have played a key role with over 1200hrs (150days) already completed and 
ongoing repair works to the network of public paths planned for the coming year. 
 
The Not So Ugly - Major Cycling Events in the Yorkshire Dales 
We had the good fortune to enjoy two big cycling events in the Dales, bringing visitors and 
money to the area. The first was the Tour of Britain which entered the Park to the south of 
Kirkby Stephen and passed through Sedbergh, Dentdale and Barbon before finishing in 
Kendal. The Park was at its photogenic best and there were big crowds in all the settlements. 
The second event was the World Cycling Championships held over a series of days in 
September and exploring the east side of the Park. 
 
We have also just commissioned a Feasibility Study on the Wensleydale Railway to see if we 
can create a family-friendly cycling route along the disused railway line between Hawes and 
Garsdale. 
 
Other Dales Volunteers News 

• We hosted the 2-day Volunteer Officer Conference in October for all 15 UK 
National Parks in Arkengarthdale where they saw some of the flood damage 
first hand.  

• A number of new roles have been established for Dales Volunteers including 
meet-and-greet at some of our properties, dark skies monitoring and archive 
work. 

• An online training module has been developed around National Park 
Awareness for volunteers who are doing more ad-hoc and short-term roles. 

 
 
 



 

 

Other work undertaken as Member Champion for Recreation Management 
 
• Regular meetings and liaison with Steve Hastie about strengthening the banks of the River 
Lune alongside the Riverside Path north of Devil’s Bridge and negotiating potential access 
arrangements with large landowners in the extension area. 
 
• Continuing work on the programme to control invasive species in the River Lune catchment 
area, notably Himalayan Balsam along the Lune’s main tributaries ie the River Dee, River 
Clough and River Rawthey. I was helped in this task by the incredibly hard-working 
Apprentice Rangers based at Orton who gave a full day’s work in the Firbank and Killington 
areas, clearing large patches of the weed. 
 
• Chairing the Green Lanes Advisory Group 
 
• A session of tree planting at Stainforth (Upper Bargh Wood). 
 
Nick Cotton 
Nov 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
National Parks Induction Conference Sept 2019 
 
We attended the National Park induction conference at Buxton in September. The 
conference took place just a few days following the publication of the report on the future of 
National Parks and, although this was not on the agenda of the conference, it did come into 
a lot of the discussions. 
 
The conference programme was very good, it covered all aspects of the role of a Authority 
member. The planning with Chris France was extremely helpful and interesting.  
 
The whole course was very well run and the days full but with enough time to relax as well. It 
was lovely to meet people from other parks and discuss how things are done in their part of 
the country and the opportunity to meet members of other National Parks was very helpful. 
The two visits to local park projects were interesting and helpful. 
 
Sandy Lancaster & Richard Good 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Note of the meeting of Member Champions 
Monday 25 November 2019 

 
Present: Carl Lis [CL]  (Chairman) 

 Neil Heseltine [NH]   (Deputy Chairman)  
 Julie Martin [JM] (Cultural Heritage) 
 Julie Hutton [JH] (Corporate Management) 
 Nick Cotton [NC]  (Recreation Management) 
 Chris Clark [CC] (Sustainable Development) 
 Ian McPherson [IMc] (Natural Environment) 

 Judith Donovan [JD] (Promoting Understanding) 
 
Apologies:   Jim Munday [JMy] (Development Management) 
 

  Action 

1. Welcome from Chairman 
CL has been elected Chair of NPE until July 2020.  Busy in that role at 
the moment in light of Glover Review which included attending a panel 
discussion, organised by the Campaign for National Parks and giving a 
presentation at the Campaign for National Parks Conference. 
No official response is expected from Government to the Glover Review 
for the next 12 months. 
CL is also attending the National Association Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Chairmen’s Conference on 28 November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Action points arising from notes of meeting on 19 August 2019 
At the request of IMc the NP ‘factsheet’ for members had been produced 
in booklet form to aid easier/quick reference.  Champions agreed it would 
be useful for all members to have a copy.  Copies to be available at Dec 
NPA meeting. 

 
 
 
SJP 

 

3. Updates from individual Champions   

 Development Management – Jim Munday 
A written update had been circulated by JMy which focussed on his 
continued communication on the positive and user-friendly nature of 
YDNPA planning activities to help overcome widely held misconceptions 
about the planning process. 

 

 Sustainable Development – Chris Clark 
An update on funding had been prepared by the Sustainable 
Development Officer giving a brief overview by theme of the projects that 
have been offered funding so far since April.  £50k still left to spend this 
financial year.  CC asked Champions to promote this fund and encourage 
people/organisations to apply. 
Surveys have been undertaken on housing, economy, population; and 
landscape character assessment.  The results of which will be published 
from mid-December onwards. 

 

 Promoting Understanding – Judith Donovan 
A written update had been circulated which will feature in the December 
NPA Member feedback on Partnership Representation and Member 

 



 

 

  Action 

Champions Reports. 
The Chairman thanked JD for her input into NP UK Conference held in 
September which had been a very successful event. 

 Corporate Management – Julie Hutton 
Attended a meeting of the Equality & Diversity Group.  Completed a ‘Blog’ 
on ‘What a Member Champion is’.  Has commented on the Pensions 
Discretions Policy. 

 

 Recreation Management – Nick Cotton 
Attended a Green Lanes Group, which comprises reps from 4x4, trail 
riders etc – a positive meeting. 
Will be tree planting on 27 Nov in Settle area, organised by YDMT as part 
of ‘National Tree week’.  NC suggested tree planting could be linked up 
with airlines to help off-set carbon emissions.  IMc will raise this idea at 
the next Woodland Forum. 

 

 

 

 
 
IMc 

 Natural Environment – Ian McPherson 
Has attended Biodiversity Forum meeting.  Preparation underway with 
planning for conference in November 2020 on High Nature Value 
Farming.  
Has taken part in vc meeting with conservation team. 
Future of Farming Group met on 21 October – IMc commended the 
phenonimal amount of work being undertaken by the Head of Land 
Management. 
IMc attends monthly Landscape Management section meetings. 
He is contributing to an article on Farming to feature in the Westmorland 
Gazette; that will also form a ‘blog’ in January. 

 

 Cultural Heritage – Julie Martin 
Has attended annual Historic Environment Group, a good networking 
opportunity; a Sustainable Development team meeting; and CNP AGM 
and Conference – a report on this will feature in Member feedback on 
Partnership Representation and Member Champions Reports to the 
December NPA meeting. 
She gave an update on the Yore Mill planning application – last 
opportunity to secure the future of the building.  The application will be 
considered at the December Plannining Committee – a wide range of 
parking options have been explored.  She has continued work on 
Landscape Character Assessments, which is near draft report stage.  The 
consultant has taken a lot of GIS information and mapped many special 
qualities in the National Park. 
The Senior Historic Environment Officer has been working on the 
Heritage Strategy.  A new Historic Environment Apprentice has been 
appointed and post filled in Building Conservation.  A Conservation Area 
Appraisal is being prepared for Askrigg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Future Communications issues 
Progress noted on Communications action plan:  Dates for media training 
circulated. 
During 2020 – contributions will be sought from Jim Munday, Nick Cotton 
and Chris Clark for opinion pieces on the Authority’s blog/columns in the 
local press. 

 



 

 

  Action 

5. Rota for reporting back to NPA meeting during 2020 
Each Member Champion is required to produce and present a written 
report each year to inform other Members of their current involvement in 
the range of issues and activities within their area of responsibility.   
The rota was agreed as follows: 
June:   Development Management & Natural Environment 
September: Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development 
December: Corporate Management, Recreation Management &  

Promoting Understanding MC 

 

6. Dates agreed for 2020 MC Meetings 
Monday 24 February at 14:30 
Monday 18 May at 14:30   
Monday 17 August at 14:30 
Monday 16 November at 14:30 

 

 
 
SJP 
27/11/19 

 


