
 

 

 
 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 8 

 
  
Date: 17 December 2019 
  
  
Report: APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER CHAMPIONS FOR RECREATION 

MANAGEMENT 
 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
1. To appoint a member to the role of Member Champion for Recreation Management. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
2. That Members consider the application for the role of Member Champion for 

Recreation Management and make an appointment to the role for a period of 3 years. 
 

 
Background 
 
3. Members will be aware that the term of appointment of the current Member Champion 

for Recreation Management, Nick Cotton expires at the end of December 2019 and 
Members will have received an invitation from the Chief Executive asking them to 
apply for the role, if they so wished. 

 
4. Members will recall that the Guidance on the Member Champion initiative states that: 

‘Member Champions will be appointed for a fixed term of 3 years, and will be eligible for 
reappointment unless another Member wishes to take on the role.’ 

 
5. One application for this role has been received from Nick Cotton who has indicated his 

willingness to take on the role for a further period of 3 years; his written application is 
attached as Appendix A to this paper. 

 
 
 
David Butterworth 
Chief Executive 
 
22 November 2019 
 
Background documents: 
 
 
Guidance on the Member Champion Initiative – June 2014 

 



 

 

APPENDIX A 

 

 

Application for role of Member Champion for Recreation Management 
 
 
I have very much enjoyed my time as Member Champion for Recreation in the past few 
years and would be delighted to continue in the role, if other Members are happy with this. 
My background is very much an outdoors one: over a period of 20 years I wrote 50 
guidebooks describing cycle rides all over Britain, with the books covering family traffic-
free cycling, road cycling and mountain biking. Two of these books were mountain biking 
guides to the Yorkshire Dales which gave me an extensive knowledge of all the 
bridleways and byways criss-crossing the Park. Last year the publishers of the Dales 
mountain bike guides wanted to amalgamate the two books into one and this gave me the 
opportunity to go out and ride the routes again. In addition I am a keen walker and go to 
the Alps each summer and have climbed to over 18,000 ft on three continents. Within the 
Dales I am often out on the Howgills and the fells in the Lune Valley. 
 
During the course of the year I am keen to do my bit for the environment. In late autumn 
and winter I aim to clear litter from 100 miles of lanes around Kirkby Lonsdale, Sedbergh 
and Dent. In early spring I cut back and replant willow by the River Lune, upstream from 
Devil’s Bridge to help stabilise the river bank and strengthen it against future erosion. In 
summer I am once again down by the river, doing what I can to control the spread of 
Himalayan Balsam, an invasive species which is very bad for riverbanks. This year I had a 
fantastic day out with the wonderful, hard-working Apprentice Rangers based at Orton, 
tackling some large patches of Balsam on the River Lune and its tributaries.  
 
Finally, I enjoy a close working relationship with various officers discussing Rights of Way 
issues and recreational strategy, notably Steve Hastie who is based part time in Kirkby 
Lonsdale, Alan Hulme and Kathryn Beardmore.  
 
 
Nick Cotton 
November 2019 

 


