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MANOR HOUSE, THORNTON RUST, WENSLEYDALE 

BUILDING RECORDING REPORT 

Summary 

Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd was commissioned by the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

Authority (YDNPA) to undertake a phase of archaeological building recording at the Grade II 

listed Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale, North Yorkshire (SD 97251 88917). This work 

was conducted as part of the YDNPA ‘Dairy Days’ project. Dairying has been at the heart of the 

Wensleydale economy since records began and is still thriving today. Its legacy is all around, 

from barns and milk churn stands to cheese press stones and dairies. The ‘Dairy Days’ project 

aims to research and share the story of the local dairy industry that has shaped Wensleydale’s 

landscape.  

Manor House is a Grade II listed farmhouse from the mid-18th century. The farmhouse includes 

a cheese room and dairy, a corridor with a cheese-press in its original location and an attached 

outbuilding. The farmstead includes a variety of agricultural buildings within its curtilage. To the 

north of the farmhouse is a barn which incorporates a former byre, with a hayloft, and a loose 

box and a pig sty with a granary over the top. To the north-east of the farmhouse lies the remains 

of a hennery piggery. 

Settlement in Wensleydale dates to the prehistoric period. Thornton Rust is mentioned by name 

in the Domesday Book as Toreton / Torenton and etymological analysis suggests that it may be 

Anglo-Saxon in origin. Documentary sources indicate the presence of various townships in the 

valley that began in the medieval period. The first mention of the farm dates to 1839 when it 

appears in the tithes survey for Thornton Rust. The land was owned by Edward Tennant and 

farmed by Simon Thwaite. By the time of the 1910 Tax Valuation Survey the farm has passed to 

Edward’s nice, Emma Hutton and is now farmed by James Metcalfe. The Hutton estate sold the 

farm in 1920 to Capt. Chapman and by the time of the 1941 National Farm Survey it is being 

farmed by Mr. William Metcalfe.  

It is suggested that the layout of the farm as it is today was established prior to the creation of the 

1839 tithe map. The farmhouse with its attached outbuilding consists of at least three main 

building phases. The barn to the north of the farmhouse shows two building phases with the 

addition of the loose box, pigsty and granary to the byre. Each of these buildings and the rooms 

within them have been used for other purposes than those they were originally built for. Their 

relatively uncluttered simple design has resulted in several original features surviving in situ.  



 

Manor House and its complex of agricultural buildings is of high significance as a fine example 

of a typical Dales mixed dairy farm. As a farmstead the surviving in-situ fabric demonstrates the 

complete process of dairying from the milking and keeping of cows to the processing of milk 

into butter and cheese and its storage. Of particular note are the well-preserved cheese press bed 

and weight located within their original work space and the cheese room and dairy which has 

survived unaltered.  

The Level 2/3 survey comprised a photographic, written and drawn record of the interior and 

exterior of the northern range and an internal survey of the cheese room and dairy and the 

corridor containing the in-situ cheese press. Plans were created for each room and elevations 

were drawn of the cheese room and dairy.    
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MANOR HOUSE, THORNTON RUST, WENSLYDALE 

BUILDING RECORDING 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd. (NAA) was commissioned by the Yorkshire 

Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) to undertake a phase of archaeological building 

recording at the Grade II listed Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale, North 

Yorkshire (SD 97251 88917 Fig.1). This work was conducted as part of the YDNPA 

‘Dairy Days’ project. Dairying has been at the heart of the Wensleydale economy since 

records began and is still thriving today. Its legacy is all around, from barns and milk 

churn stands to cheese press stones and dairies. The ‘Dairy Days’ project aims to 

research and share the story of the local dairy industry that has shaped the Wensleydales 

landscape.  

1.2 Manor House is a Grade II listed mid-18th century farmhouse, which still retains its 

original cheese room and dairy, along with a corridor containing a cheese press in its 

original location. The farmhouse today also incorporates a former outbuilding and 

within the curtilage of the house there are a variety of agricultural buildings. There is a 

barn incorporating a former byre, with a hayloft, and a loose box and pig sty with a 

granary over the top. There is also a separate free-standing pigsty with poultry 

accommodation above, referred to as a hennery piggery, situated to the north-east of 

the farmhouse (Fig.2). 

1.3 A Level 2/3 descriptive survey was carried out in accordance with the relevant standards 

and guidance as published by Historic England (2016) and the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists (CIfA 2014). The following report uses both documentary and physical 

evidence to the explore the origins and development of the buildings. 

Scope of work 

1.4 The building recording relates to the ‘cheese room and dairy’ and the cheese press 

corridor which form part of the farmhouse. The barn and hennery piggery which form 

part of the farmstead curtilage were also surveyed as part of the project. All elements 

were subject to a Level 2/3 written, drawn and photographic Historic Building Survey 

(Historic England 2016). 
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Aims and objectives 

1.5 The primary aim of the Historic Building Survey was to provide a descriptive drawn and 

written record which would aid in the understanding of the process of dairying, within 

the wider context of Wensleydale. 

1.6 In achieving this aim, the following objectives were identified and met: 

• a written and photographic record of structures and features relating to the 

outbuildings, internal cheese room and dairy and cheese press corridor, to 

inform an understanding of the form, function, development, date and 

significance of the complex; 

• the preparation of annotated site plans for each structure, where relevant, and 

elevations of the cheese room and dairy depicting the form and location of any 

structural features;  

• the preparation of an illustrated report to be deposited with the YDNPA Historic 

Environment Record (HER) and the Historic England Archive; and 

• provision of a suitably labelled and catalogued digital photographic archive to 

be entered onto the YDNPA HER. 

2.0 METHODOLGY 

Documentary evidence 

2.1 A survey of all readily available documentary and cartographic material was made in 

order to inform an understanding of the development and history of the farm. Readily 

available online sources were consulted along with historic Ordnance Survey mapping.  

2.2 The following sources were used to inform this report: 

• North Yorkshire County Record Office (NYCRO) 

• Census data 

• Historical newspapers 

• Published historical studies 

• Historic Ordnance Survey (OS) maps 
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Building recording 

2.3 Fieldwork was undertaken on December 12th and 13th 2018. Full access was granted 

to the barn containing the byre, and the interior was cleared of any major obstructions. 

Access was also given to the cheese room and dairy, and the corridor containing the 

cheese press within the main farmhouse.  

2.4 Each element was given a unique identification number (context number). The cheese 

room and dairy were numbered 1000+. The cheese press corridor was numbered 

1100+. The barn was given the building number 2000 and the rooms within it were 

numbered byre 2100+, loose box 2200+, pig sty 2300+, granary 2400+ and steps 

2500+. The hennery piggery was given the separate building context number 3000+. A 

full list of contexts is included in Section 11.  

2.5 There were no existing scaled drawings. Therefore, sketch plans and elevations were 

drawn on site and annotated with notes and hand measurements taken with a disto 

(laser distance measurer)or tape measure. A measured plan of the byre was created 

using a planning frame. A ‘Structure-from-Motion’ photogrammetry survey was to be 

conducted by volunteers from the YDNPA at a future date.  

2.6 A full photographic record of the building (both internal and external) was made. All 

elevations were photographed as parallel to the buildings as possible in order to avoid 

distortion. General room shots were taken of the interior where possible, and detailed 

photographs of any architectural features of note.  

3.0 LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

Location 

3.1 Manor House lies within the village of Thornton Rust, high on the south bank of the 

river Ure in Wensleydale, part of the Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP). It is 

approximately two and a half miles west of Aysgarth and two miles south-east of 

Askrigg. Thornton rust is tucked away off the main A684 road and approached from 

either side by a winding country lane (Fig. 1). The village is linear with wide grass verges 

and characteristic stone cottages. Manor House can be found centrally located, on the 

northern side of Village Street, Thornton Road. Today the area forms part of the civil 

parish of Thornton Rust and is historically part of the large ecclesiastical parish of 

Aysgarth.  
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3.2 Manor House presents its polite, mid-18th century façade to the Village Street (Plate 1). 

This includes a neat front garden. A track down the west hand side of the farmhouse 

leads to the back of the house and the heart of the working farm, hidden from view from 

visitors and the public. Across the small yard, parallel to the farmhouse is a probable 

mid-18th century barn incorporating the byre, loose box, pigsty and granary. The 

separate hennery piggery is to the east and is probably of a similar date (Fig. 2). 

 

 Plate 1: south facing polite façade of the farmhouse with its neat front garden 

Geology and building materials 

3.3 Thornton Rust sits on top of a limestone bench above Wensleydale. The geology of the 

area is composed of Limestone of the Hardrow Scar Formation and the Yoredale Group, 

which formed in the shallow carbonate seas of the Carboniferous period (British 

Geological Survey January 2019).  

3.4 The Yoredales, comprise a repeated series of limestone, shale and sandstone layers. 

They are primarily responsible for Wensleydale’s unique landscape. The easily eroded 

shales form the gentler slopes of the valley sides. The harder limestones are exposed as 

horizontal scars and steps on the valley sides, for example Thornton Rust is built on a 

prominent step of Hardrow limestone (YDNPA 2002). 
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3.5 There is no lack of good quality building stone throughout the Dales. The varied geology 

providing agricultural buildings with one of their most striking characteristics. 

Historically limestone and sandstone has provided an abundant supply of local building 

material that has been used in construction across the area including Manor House. 

Many of the houses in Thornton Rust were built using stone from a local quarry. This 

was located on the south side of the village, along the green lane leading from the 

outgang and included an associated limekiln (Aysgarth and District Parish Council 

January 2019).  

3.6 The quarry and limekiln are present on the 1854 First Edition six-inch Ordnance Survey 

(OS) map (Plate 2). This shows the area of high ground to the south of Thornton Rust, 

which incorporates moorland, peppered with predominantly limestone quarries, but 

also a couple of sandstone ones. The quarry nearest the village was of sandstone. There 

are also several limekilns. Most of these quarries are shown as disused on the 1891 

Second Edition OS map, with the majority being labelled as ‘old’ shafts or quarries. The 

quarry and limekiln previously mentioned still appear to be active on the 1910 25-inch 

OS map (Plate 3), whereas most of the others are no longer recorded.  

 

Plate 2: extract from the 1854 six-inch Ordnance Survey Map showing quarries to the 

south of Thornton Rust. The quarry and limekiln mentioned in the text are highlighted. 
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Plate 3: extract from the 1910 25-inch Ordnance Survey Map showing the quarry and 

limekiln mentioned in the text. 

3.7 The flag and roofing slates came from the quarries at Burtersett and Stag's Fell.  Flags 

and roofing slates were created by splitting the stone along its bedding planes. Two 

main quarries operated near Burtersett during the 19th and early 20th centuries, Old 

Quarry and Seavy Quarry. Burtersett flags are of Yoredale sandstone (Out of Oblivion 

January 2019).  

Topography and land-use 

3.8 Manor House is located on a steep slope high above the river Ure, at approximately 

255m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) within the dale of Wensleydale. This is a long, 

open and broad dale gently rising to the flat-topped hills that enclose it and give it its 

individual character. The river Ure lent its name to the dale in the form of Yoredale and 

Uredale until the beginning of the 18th century. The name Wensleydale was also in use 

and has continued through to the present day. Wensley was an important market town 

up until the middle of the 16th century (YDNPA 2002).  

3.9 Wensleydale is primarily an agricultural area, with pasture in the lowlands and 

moorland on the hills above. Fields are medium sized along the valley bottom becoming 

larger and more elongated higher up the valley sides. Both are predominantly sheep 
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grazed, rough or improved pasture, often with a high proportion of sedges, and very 

occasional hay meadows on the valley floor and lower valley sides (YDNPA 2002).  

3.10 The soils range from rich, fertile loam and clay river alluvium, coarse loam and sand 

over gravel along the valley floors, to fine loam and clayey upland soils with a very 

acidic peaty surface horizon. They closely reflect the changing bands of the underlying 

geology which incorporates limestone, sandstone, shale, glacial till and floodplain river 

deposits. The soils are also influenced by topography with the poorly drained flat areas 

on top of the fells and valley floors allowing the formation of peat, and the well-drained 

slopes supporting a richer flora. Lower down the slopes the soils are thicker and higher 

in mineral content (YDNPA 2002).  

4.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Designations 

4.1 Manor House is a Grade II listed building (designated in 1969) described as a mid-18th 

century farmhouse (NML No: 1316923). The farmhouse is one of several listed buildings 

within the village. Havenhurst, a former Calvinist chapel and school (MYD35739), 

dominates the east end of the village. East End Cottage (MYD35737) and Fosse Cottage 

(MYD35738), are both Grade II listed. The Post Office (MYD35745), a two-story two-

bay building, is also Grade II (Hatcher 1999, 236).    

4.2 The property lies within the Yorkshire Dales National Park and is considered a good 

example of a historic stone farmhouse that is typical of the region. The farmhouse 

contains an intact cheese room and dairy. The number of known surviving examples is 

quite small, however more may survive in private residences than is realised. Speaking 

to the current owners of Manor House they were able to name at least two other 

examples within the village (D Millward pers. comm. 13th December 2018). 

Previous work 

4.3 Several volunteers for YDNPA, have undertaken preliminary documentary research and 

shared a summary of their findings with the project team. However, no previous 

measured survey had been conducted. The YDNPA plan to undertake a 

photogrammetry survey of the exterior of the barn as part of a workshop for volunteers.  

4.4 Stall House, next door to Manor House, was measured and recorded by the Yorkshire 

Vernacular Buildings Study Group in 1975. A copy of the report (Rpt. No. 187) can be 
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consulted in the Special Collections section at the Brotherton Library, University of 

Leeds (www.yvbsg.org.uk/reports/reports-t.htm ) 

Limiting factors 

4.5 Only a cursory survey of the farmhouse as a whole was made, largely from the outside. 

The hayloft above the byre was not surveyed as it was not deemed safe to access the 

area. The byre and the cheese room and dairy were cleared of obstruction prior to 

survey to allow NAA and the volunteers full access. The loose box, pigsty and granary 

still contained objects. 

5.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Early settlement in the area 

5.1 There is considerable archaeological evidence to suggest that Wensleydale has been 

occupied since the prehistoric period and has a long association with farming. There 

are a number Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman sites across the valley (e.g. 

YDNPA HER: MYD4204, SM No.1008771, 1004064, and 1017920). The Roman road 

(YDNPA HER: MYD33159) between Bainbridge and Ingleton was a key access route 

across the Yorkshire Dales and would have aided in the movement of produce from 

farmsteads and mines in the area. The Roman period saw the expansion and 

intensification of agricultural activity, particularly arable.  

5.2 The first direct documentary reference to Thornton Rust is in the Domesday Book 

(1086), which names the settlement – Toreton. This indicates that Thornton Rust was a 

pre-Conquest settlement. In 1066 the Lord of the manor was Thor, after the conquest 

the manor was granted to Count Alan of Brittany (Powell-Smith 2019). Sybil of Thornton 

Steward had a mesne lordship in Thornton Rust in 1286-7. Her chief tenant was Robert 

de Tateshall. In 1389 Richard le Scrope was a tenant of land in Thornton Rust under Sir 

John Nevill. Richards holdings seem to have developed into a manor, which followed 

the descent of Castle Bolton until at least 1803. At some point before 1872 it passed, 

presumably by purchase into the hands of Mr. W. Tomlinson (BHO 2019).   

5.3 Thor may have lent his name to the village. The ton element may refer to a farmstead or 

a village. Thornton may therefore refer to ‘Thors’ farm’ or ‘Thors’ village’. This would 

suggest the settlement pre-dates Anglo-Norse settlement in the area during the 9th 

century Danelaw (Mills 2003).  

http://www.yvbsg.org.uk/reports/reports-t.htm
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5.4 Part of Thornton Moor, above the village was once known as ’Brindley’ the Old English 

for ’a burnt meadow’ or ’a clearing in a wood caused by fire’. This serves as a reminder 

that this was once an area surrounded by the ancient Royal Forest of Wensleydale 

(Aysgarth and District Parish Council 2019).  

5.5 By the 13th century the village had become known as Thornton Rust. The Rust part of 

the village name may refer to somebody called Rust (Mills 2003). It may have been 

derived from St. Restitutus, the patron saint of the medieval chapel that was erected 

close to the village. Nothing of the chapel now exists (BHO 2019). 

Monasteries 

5.6 The Cistercian Monks had great influence on the landscape of Wensleydale. They 

founded Fors Abbey, near Askrigg, but this proved uneconomical and as a result they 

moved and founded Jervaulx Abbey near East Witton in 1156 (SM Nos 1020493 and 

1130961). The name means ‘the Ure valley’. It owned most of the land on the north 

side of the river above Askrigg. The area is now known as Abbotside (SM No. 1296954). 

The Monastery used granges to help feed their large estates (YDNPA 2002). Their wealth 

largely came from sheep whose fleeces were sold to continental merchants (Chris 

Blandford Associates 2011). As a result of overgrazing by the large number of sheep 

within the area there was a loss of woodland (YDNPA 2002).  

5.7 Leading up to the 14th century there was an expansion of agriculture and the 

management of trees, marginal land was brought into use while coppice woods were 

established to meet the demand for timber. A retreat from marginal land was seen as a 

result of the Black Death, which killed almost half the population. There was also a shift 

away from communal open-field farming to the enclosure of strips of private land with 

hedgerows (Chris Blandford Associates 2011).  

5.8 The 1530s saw the dissolution of the monasteries. This had a huge impact on the 

ordinary people of the Dales who had come to rely on the trade they generated. It was 

the wealthy landowners who benefitted by being able to acquire more land as the large 

estates were spilt up. As a result, several new halls were built, such as Coleby Hall 

(Grade II* listed no. 1316922) and Nappa Hall (Grade I listed no. 1157398), near 

Askrigg (YDNPA 2002). 
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Later medieval 

5.9 Many years of ploughing the hillsides saw the development of Lynchets (YDNPA HER: 

MYD45478). These can still be seen near Askrigg, Carperby and around Castle Bolton 

(YDNPA HER: MYD4570). A pattern developed whereby the fields nearest to a village 

became enclosed by stone walls. New farming methods also developed. Liming, 

manuring and the draining of boggy land all became widespread (YDNPA 2020).  

5.10 Limekilns were built to burn limestone, fuelled by coal or timber (YDNPA HER: 

MYD28110 and MYD36957). They were located near to the limestone and the shallow 

coal seams; set partly into the hillside below small quarries, the lime could be carried 

downhill to the fields for liming or to the village for building mortar (YDNPA 2002) 

(YDNPA HER: Post-medieval examples ‘MYD36957, MYD28122, MYD46212’ and 

‘MYD28111 and MYD28110’). 

Post-medieval and modern 

5.11 In the 16th century the landscape was still dominated by large open fields with few 

hedges and little tree cover, however during the following centuries a pattern of farms 

surrounded by enclosed fields, with hedges and stone walls, were established. Upland 

areas remained dominated by unenclosed commons (Chris Blandford 2011, 24). 

5.12 The open fields characteristic of many English shires, and the commons and moors that 

were once widespread, were gradually converted into the hedged and walled fields of 

more regular shape that form the landscape we see today. This conversion took place 

piece by piece at different times. Early enclosure, before 1700, was not well recorded, 

but the advent of Parliamentary enclosure resulted in the creation of detailed records. 

Parliamentary enclosure started in Yorkshire from the mid-18th century (English 1985, 

xi). 

5.13 Enclosures were instigated by landowners and more prosperous tenants for commercial 

gain, resulting in social division within the countryside: landowners, farmers and 

landless farmworkers (Chris Blandford Associates 2011, 25). Often the plan 

accompanying the enclosure award is the earliest plan of that place that can be found. 

Thornton Rust moorland was enclosed in 1855 (BHO 2019) which post-dates the 1839 

tithe map. 

5.14 During the 18th and 19th centuries the shift from communal agricultural systems to 

individual ownership and use of land was completed. Within Wensleydale a pattern 
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emerges where by the landscape was dominated by the smaller farmsteads rather than 

large estates. The percentage of land used as arable, to grow crops such as corn sees a 

gradual decline through to the beginning of the Second World War (Butlin 2003, 152-

3)  

5.15 The field pattern today consists of fields that vary greatly in size and shape. Around the 

villages the fields are smaller, with the larger ones being found higher up the valley 

sides. In general, the fields stretch up the valley slopes. Boundaries are a mixture of 

hedgerows and stone walls, with timber fences replacing walls in disrepair. Strip 

lynchets can be seen on the valley sides (YDNPA 2002). 

5.16 The landscape today reflects a form of land management which was seen to flourish 

from the medieval times up to around the 1950s. Pastoral farming, of sheep and cattle 

was the strength of this rural economy. Cattle dominated from the 17th century, however 

from the late 18th century sheep began to grow in popularity again. Sheep contributed 

wool, meat and milk, which was turned into cheese (Butlin 2003, 153). 

5.17 The meadows were mowed by hand to provide hay, often stored in outlying barns where 

cattle could be overwintered. The hay would help to insulate the barn during the winter 

as well as providing much needed feed for the cattle. The mucking out of the cattle 

fertilised the fields ready for the next years hay crop. Cutting and storing the hay was a 

labour-intensive process assisted by migrant casual farm workers (Speakman 2014, 57). 

5.18 Dairy farming was important in the Dales and the coming of the railways in the middle 

of the 19th century provided access to new markets and the ability move perishable 

produce beyond the Dales for the first time. The North Eastern Railway line from 

Leyburn to Hawes was started in 1873 and completed by 1876. Initially this enabled 

large numbers of cattle and sheep to be moved to markets within industrial regions. 

From about 1894 fresh milk was also transported. These goods were sent via 

Northallerton to Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sunderland, Darlington, Hull, York and Leeds. 

By the end of the century they were being moved as far as London (Butlin 2003, 154).   

5.19 Growing industrialisation saw agricultural labour moving to the towns and cities. After 

World War II casual farm labour was even more scarce. Farming was also becoming 

more mechanised, which helped to alleviate the impact of the declining work force. 

Coupled with fast-growing seeds, chemical fertiliser and herbicides, milk and beef 
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production increased to meet the growing demand for produce from the urban 

populations who took no part in food production (Speakman 2014, 57).    

5.20 Hawes station was closed in 1964 (Speakman 2014, 44). By this point milk and livestock 

was being moved by road on a regular basis. 

6.0 THE DEVELOPMENT OF DAIRYING IN AND AROUND WENSLEYDALE 

6.1 Wensleydale, which gives its name to the famous cheese, has excelled in dairy produce 

for at least eight centuries. In 1150, cheese is mentioned in an inventory of the stocks 

and assets of Fors Abbey, the precursor to Jervaulx, in Wensleydale. At this time cheese 

was made from ewes’ milk (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 31). William Harrison (1534-1593) 

a clergyman writing during the Elizabethan period observed that ewes’ milk was mixed 

with cow’s (kine) milk to make cheese; 

“… some housewives can and do add daily a less portion of ewe’s milk unto the cheese 

of so many kine, whereby their cheese doth the longer abide moist and eateth more 

brickle and mellow than otherwise it would”  

6.2 At Blean and Stalling Busk, near Semerwater, there are records of both cows and ewes 

being milked to make cheese and butter during the same period (Hartley & Ingilby 

1981, 31). This mixing fell out of favour as cows improved and milk output increased. 

6.3 During the 1840s, cheese fairs were held at Leyburn. This appears to be the point at 

which the name Wensleydale was adopted for the distinctive mild cheese produced in 

this and the surrounding dales. In the past there were problems at all stages of milk, 

butter and cheese production. The methods for cheese and butter making were 

improved and stabilised following the establishment of the Department of Agriculture 

at the University of Leeds in 1890, and the eventual formation of a nationwide advisory 

service with instructors. (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 31). 

6.4 Cows were milked out of doors in summer and indoors in low, dark cowsheds in winter. 

Manor House Farm appears to have had numerous field barns where the winter milking 

could have taken place (see Figure 4). Some of these still survive today. The milk was 

carried by men, women and children from the field or cowshed, to the farmhouse in a 

backcan or budget, a specially shaped tin designed to fit the back. They varied in size 

up to eight gallons and were worn like a rucksack. Headcans, with a slight hollow for 
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the head, were also used. The ideal was to transport the cans full, to stop the milk from 

swilling about. In Wensleydale donkeys were also used (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 32). 

6.5 Proper care and cleanliness were not always observed in dairy work. The best produce 

was excellent, but the worst had little to recommend it. Rancid butter was used for 

salving sheep and old or skim milk cheese was hard and tough and was locally known 

as ‘old peg’ cheese (ibid., 32). 

6.6 Farms making cheese organised their year around the seasons. Cows would calve in the 

spring and between May and October, be put out grazing on the pastures. During this 

time cheese would be made. When winter came, cheese-making was mostly given over 

to butter-making. Cheese and butter making were organised by the farmer’s wife and 

were predominantly the preserve of women. Approximately one gallon of milk made 

one to one and a half pounds of cheese. The longer a cheese was kept, the more it dried 

and lost weight. Cheese made at the beginning and end of the season was a flat shape, 

whilst those made between June and September were often drum-shaped like Stilton. 

These were often left to go blue and kept for Christmas. The famous ‘blue’ Wensleydale 

was a result of the mould present in the cheese room. The process could be hastened 

by pricking the cheese (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 32). 

6.7 When the cows were first put out to grass, the resulting cheese made from their milk 

was known as ‘grass cheese’. ‘Pasture cheese’ was made when the cows were on more 

mature grass and was the type to go ‘blue’; ‘fog cheese’ was made when the cows were 

eating the hay stubble, called fog. ‘Hay cheese’ was made in winter and was inclined 

to be a little tough (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 34). 

6.8 Cheese and butter were often sold at markets and fairs or to factors; these were men 

who represented grocers. The last cheese factor in upper Wensleydale, Mr. R. Hugill, 

started in 1921. He travelled around the farms, grading and buying cheese to be sold to 

local shops. Butter was sold in a similar way. Factors packed the butter into specially 

designed butter boxes (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 35). Yarm fair in October provided the 

main outlet for cheese, (which would have been constantly turned all summer and 

losing weight) and butter (Hartley and Ingilby 1981, 35). Yarm was also a key port, as it 

was on a navigable stretch of the Tees. Butter was a major element in its trade.  

6.9 During the 1930s the price of farmhouse butter and cheese plummeted and as a result 

many farms started to sell liquid milk as an alternative source of income. Added to this, 
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family sizes had reduced, so there were fewer hands to help in manufacture. Farmers 

had been sending milk from Wensleydale to London by train since the 1890s. Cheese 

factories also developed. The formation of the Milk Marketing Board in 1933 

encouraged these trends (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 38). This shift can be seen from the 

large number of milk churn stands built along the side of the road. Such a stand can be 

seen at Manor House Farm (Plate 4). The churns could be lifted from the stands straight 

into the cart or onto the back of a van.  

 

Plate 4: milk churn stand at the front of Manor House. 

6.10 In 1939 there were 433 cheese-makers in Wensleydale, Swaledale and Teesdale, 

including some outlying farms elsewhere. By 1957 the last registered maker went out 

of production. By 1981 almost all cheese and butter were manufactured in factories 

(Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 38). Since then there has been a rise in artisan cheese 

production, such as the Stonebeck Raw Wensleydale Cheese (Stonebeck 2017). 

6.11 The Wensleydale Creamery in Hawes was originally established by Kit Calvert in the 

1930s to help Dales farmers by manufacturing and marketing Wensleydale cheese. It 

was bought by Dairy Crest, a subsidiary of the Milk Marketing Board. In 1992 they 

decided to close it, with a loss of 59 jobs. However, there was a local buy-out and it 

was re-opened as an independent company with huge success. By 2014 it employed 
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190 local people and collected milk from 36 local dairy farms (Speakman 2014, 122-

123).    

7.0 DEVELOPMENT OF THE FARMSTEAD 

7.1 The development of Manor House Farm can be traced through a series of Nation wide 

surveys and the changing editions of the Ordnance Survey (OS) map (Figs 3 & 4). 

1839 - Tithe map 

7.2 The earliest cartographic evidence for the farm is the 1839 tithe map (Plates 5 & 6). 

Tithes originally consisted of one tenth of all agricultural produce being paid annually 

to support the local church and clergy. After the Reformation land passed from the 

Church to lay owners who inherited the right to receive the tithes, along with the land. 

The 1836 Tithe Commutation Act converted paying tithes-in-kind to money payments. 

The Tithe Survey was established to find out which areas were subject to tithes, who 

owned them and how much was payable (The National Archives, 2019c). 

 

Plate 5: extract from the 1839 Tithe map showing the village of Thornton Rust, Manor 

House farm is circled in red. 

7.3 The Tithe map shows Thornton Rust as a long linear development with buildings either 

side of a wide village street (Plate 5). The road through the village is wider than the road 

approaching it from either side, suggesting a rudimentary green. Several of the 

properties have gardens in front of them. The village appears to have been planned as 

a series of tofts and crofts. Long, narrow fields stretch out from the rear of the tofts. A 

pattern of early enclosed fields can be seen to the north (Plate 6). To the south there are 

two large stinted pastures and common land.  
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7.4 Grazing rights on most commons were traditionally governed by one of two principles, 

common rights and stinted rights, both of which sought to control and limit the number 

of livestock allowed to graze. Both methods were active at Thornton Rust. Common 

rights allowed a commoner to graze as many animals as he could keep over winter on 

the produce of his holding. Stinted rights allowed a defined number of livestock to be 

grazed (Winchester & Straughton 2010). 

 

Plate 6: Thornton Rust Tithe map showing ancient enclosure, stinted pasture and 

common land. 

Common 

Stinted Pasture 

Stinted Pasture 
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7.5 The Thornton Rust tithe map shows Manor House farm as part of the village with 

connected fields stretching from the farmyard down the valley side towards what is now 

the A684 (Fig. 4). A further block of fields is located next to the river Ure. Fields 188 

and 202 contain buildings, presumably field barns. There is a building in the same 

location today in what was field 202. The land was owned by Edward Tennant, but it 

was being farmed by Simon Thwaite and is recorded as being a mixture of meadow and 

pasture and amounted to 40 acres, 2 roods and 30 perches. 

 Table 1: data from the tithe map entry for Manor House Farm 

Number referring 
to the plan 

Name and Description of 
Lands and Premises 

State of Cultivation Quantities in 
Statute Measure 

A.  R.  P. 
100 Dwelling House & Garden  0, 0, 25 
117 Garden  0, 0, 11 
118 Garth  0, 0, 35 
124 High Croft Meadow 3, 1, 27 
125 Low Bee Garth Pasture 2, 2, 25 
187 East Scott Flatts Meadow 2, 3, 30 
188 Middle Scott Flatts Meadow 3, 0, 14 
189 West Scott Flatts Meadow 2, 3, 35 
193 Long Croft Meadow 2, 2, 37 
201 West Hard Banks Meadow 2, 3, 15 
202 East Hard Banks Meadow  3, 2, 16 
203 New Close Meadow 2, 1, 24 
215 Howindess Pasture 7, 1, 24 
219 East Howindess Pasture 6, 0, 8 
220 East Sandbed Waste 0, 0, 24 

   Total 40, 2, 30 

7.6 The field names hint at the evolution of the landscape. Garth (118) refers to a yard or 

garden and this can be found to the north of the barn forming part of the farmyard. Flatt 

is an Anglo-Scandinavian word for furlong. This could mean that East, Middle and West 

Scott Flatts (187, 188 & 189) may have once formed part of the village field system. 

These three fields have curving boundaries. New close (203) may refer to a piece of 

land that at some point was newly enclosed. Fieldnames with the element ‘how’ often 

refer to the former presence of mounds, such as burial mounds or drumlins. East 

Howindess (219) is along the river bank, where the water meadows or ‘ings’ would have 

been, ‘indess’ may be a corruption of ‘ings’. East Sandbed (220) a piece of waste lies 

within a bend of the river and could suggest that the area included alluvial sands 

deposited by the river.  

7.7 When Edward Tennant dies in 1858, he bequeaths the rents from the farm and other 

properties to his niece Emma Rebecca Hutton (nee Lamb). An Abstract of Title, which 

details ownership of the property and the transfer by Will from one person to another 

prior to this date, suggests that Manor House Farm had previously been known as 
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Thornton Rust Farm. Emma was the wife of John Timothy D’Arcy Hutton, of Marske 

Hall, near Richmond. They married in 1844 at Middleham (K Ellwood pers. comm. 

January 2019).  

7.8 In total, 1,114 acres of moor and pasture were enclosed around Thornton Rust from 

1855 (British History Online 2018). The evidence for this can be seen on the 1854 six-

inch Ordnance Survey map, published 1856. The areas of stinted pasture and parts of 

the common have been divided up onto smaller fields. 

1910 - Tax Valuation Survey 

7.9 The land use, value and ownership, Valuation Office Survey was carried out between 

1910 and 1915 and gives us another useful insight into the farm at this time (Fig. 4). The 

survey was a result of the 1909-1910 Finance Act. The Valuation Office set up the Inland 

Revenue to carry out the survey. The record consists of marked up OS maps and 

accompanying field books which provide the bulk of the information gathered during 

the survey (The National Archives, 2019a). 

7.10 Manor House farm was assigned reference no. 27, which is used on all the plans to 

denote the land associated with it. 223 Acres, 3 roods and 3 perches were being farmed 

at this time which was a significant increase from 1839. Additional fields close to the 

river and to the west of the main block had been acquired. As well as land to the south-

west of the village up on Thornton Rust Moor, presumably used for grazing. 

7.11 The farm was occupied by a James Metcalfe on a yearly tenancy and owned by the 

trustees of the late Mrs E. R. Hutton, who retained the freehold. Mr. Metcalfe paid a 

yearly rent of £230 and was also responsible for paying land tax and rates. The trustees 

were responsible for paying the insurance and for any repairs on the property. The 

buildings were valued at £800 and the timber from woodland at £15. The total gross 

value for the property was calculated as £5,855.  

7.12 It is also worth noting that tithes were no longer due by this point but were still being 

paid elsewhere in the country, as tithes are listed as one of the potential outgoing. The 

farmstead is also recorded as owning sporting rights to the value of £240, presumably 

associated with hunting and fishing. 

7.13 The farm is described in 1910 as follows; 
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“House and Outbuildings stone slabbed in fair repair / House contains 3 bedrooms, 2 

attics, sitting Rm kitchen / bk kitchen & Dairy, also a small cottage across the Road in … 

/ Land at Lowside of the village by the river in excellent / pasture meadow land, land 

on topside of village rather scattered and comprises rough pasture allotments. Farm is / 

well wooded. Land clean, public footpaths through land, timber / at low side of farm 

and adjoining the road to Aysgarth”. 

7.14 The field book also contains a sketch of the farmstead, the cottage and what is probably 

a field barn (Plate 7). The buildings shown around the farmstead can all be identified 

today apart from number 3 which appears to be labelled ‘chicks’. 

 

 Plate 7: sketch plan of Manor House Farm from the 1910 Tax Valuation Survey 

 Census Returns 

7.15 The 1911 census returns record Thornton Rust as having 29 inhabited houses, of which 

12 are farmhouses, three uninhabited houses and two buildings not used as dwellings. 

There are 112 people, 55 males and 57 females recorded as living in the village. 

Metcalfe is a very common name in the area. There are four Metcalfes listed as heads 

of households in Thornton Rust. Two associated with farmhouses.  
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7.16 James Metcalfe is listed as residing at one of the farmhouses and the specific entry for 

that property does record the postal address as Manor House. However, Mr. Metcalfe is 

listed as a stone mason from Gayle; a village near Hawes. He is living there with his 

wife, Betty and children James, William, Betsy and Isabella. Son James is also listed as 

a stone mason and William is a mason’s labourer. This is not a family of farmers. This 

seems odd and may suggest that Metcalfe was leasing only the house, with the farm 

land being managed by somebody else. 

7.17 The house is described as having seven rooms. The census returns officer is instructed 

to count the kitchen as a room but not the scullery, landing, lobby, closet, bathroom, 

warehouse, office or shop. Using the same principles, the description of the rooms in 

the Tax Valuation Survey would agree with this number if you exclude the dairy.  

7.18  By the time of the 1901 census, James Metcalfe and his family have moved to 

Accrington near Manchester (K Ellwood pers. comm. January 2019). This may suggest 

that James moved around according to where there was enough work.  

7.19 To confuse the issue further, there is a second property within the village today that is 

also known as Manor House.  

7.20 The occupancy of the farm has been difficult to trace through the census records as for 

many years the individual house names were not recorded. The 1911 entry appears to 

be an anomaly. Most residents at this time were merely noted as living in Thornton Rust. 

Searches of the 1841 – 1901 censuses by NAA and by Karen Ellwood, a YDNPA 

volunteer on the project, have been frustrating in that it has not been possible to clearly 

identify the property. The 1911 census is also the first time where an individual 

document was created for each property. For the first time the householder had to sign 

the document.  

7.21 The farm was sold in 1920, by the trustees of Mrs Emma Rebecca Hutton. Mrs Hutton’s 

son, John Timothy D’Arcy Hutton, was a trustee of her Will (K Ellwood pers. comm. 

January 2019). 

1941-43 National Farm Survey 

7.22 The start of the Second World War resulted in an urgent need to increase food 

production, as imports of food and fertilisers were drastically cut. The Ministry of 

Agriculture and Fisheries set up War Agricultural Executive Committees in each county 

to carry out farm surveys between 1940 and 1941. The information was to be used to 
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bring uncultivated land under the plough and to improve poor farms. Once that 

objective had been met the Government decided to carry out a more general National 

Farm Survey between 1941 and 1943 to aid in post-war planning (The National 

Archives, 2019b). Like the previous surveys the record consists of marked up OS maps 

and a series of forms. Again, each farm has its own unique reference number. Manor 

House Farm is 422/7, the first part is the parish number and the second part is the 

individual farm number. 

7.23 The National Farm Survey shows further changes to the land being farmed (Fig. 4). In 

fact, none of the original fields appear to now be farmed by the current occupier a Mr 

W. Metcalfe (It is not known if this Mr. Metcalfe is related in any way to the previous 

James Metcalfe). 

7.24 There are four family members working full time on the farm, two male and two female 

and there is one male, non-family member employed full time on the farm as a labourer. 

Mr. W. Metcalfe is paying an annual rent of £309. By June 1941 he had been farming 

the land for nine years. 

7.25 The owner of the estate was Capt. Chapman and the change to the fields being farmed, 

may be related to this change in ownership. Capt. Chapman may have owned several 

farmhouses and farmsteads enabling tenants to negotiate how much land they wanted 

to farm. The fields associated with a farmhouse may to a certain extent have been fluid.  

A total of 86 acres is being used for growing crops and grass and a further 296 acres is 

being used for rough grazing (Table 2). Out of this total Mr. W. Metcalfe owns 34.5 acres 

in his own right.  

Table 2: crops, grass and rough grazing 

Crops and Grass Statute 
Acres 

Mixed Corn without Wheat in mixture 3 
Potatoes, first earlies V.H. 
Permanent Grass for Mowing this season 49 
Permanent Grass for Grazing (not for Mowing this season), but excluding rough 
grazings 

34 

Total of above items (Total acreage of Crops and Grass, excluding Rough Grazings) 86 
Rough Grazings – Mountain, Heath, Moor, or Down Land, or other rough land used for 
grazing on which the occupier has the sole grazing rights 

296 

 

7.26 The National Farm Survey gives us a far more detailed breakdown of how the farm is 

being run (Table 3). Information has been gathered with regards to the number and type 

of livestock, the state of the soil and the condition of buildings and ditches. As well as 
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having a moderately sized dairy heard the farm also had a large number of sheep. It is 

worth noting that at the time of the survey, there were no pigs on the farm, despite there 

being pigsties. Pigs were  bought from a dealer in the early summer and generally killed 

in November or December (Hartley and Ingilby 1981, 96). It could be suggested that 

the farm had not yet bought its pigs for fattening. The farm does have a large selection 

of poultry, which may explain the need for the two buildings labled on the 1910 Tax 

Valuation Survey sketch, one for ‘chicks’ and one for ‘poultry & pigs’ (see plate 7). 

 Table 3: livestock and horses 

LIVESTOCK on holding on 4th June, including any sent for sale on that or previous 
day 

Number 
(in figures) 

Cows and Heifers in milk 15 
Cows in Calf, but not in milk 4 
Bulls being used for service 1 
Bulls (including Bull Calves) being reared for service 1 

OTHER CATTLE 

1 year old and under 2 – Female 3 
Under 1 year old – for rearing (excluding Bull calves being 
reared for service) 

11 

Under 1 year old – intended for slaughter as calves 2 
TOTAL CATTLE and CALVES 37 

SHEEP OVER 1 
YEAR OLD 

Ewes kept for further breeding (excluding two-tooth Ewes) 230 
Rams kept for service 5 
Two-tooth Ewes (Shearling Ewes of Gimmers) to be put to the 
ram in 1941 

20 

Other Sheep over 1 year old 3 
SHEEP UNDER 1 

YEAR OLD 
Ram lambs for service 1941 1 
Other Sheep and Lambs under 1 year old 228 

TOTAL SHEEP and LAMBS 487 

POULTRY 

Fowls over 6 months 37 
Fowls under 6 months 16 
Ducks of all ages 4 
Geese of all ages 5 

TOTAL POULTRY 62 
HORSES on holding on 4th June  
Horses used for Agricultural Purposes (including Mares 
kept for breeding) or by Market Gardeners 

mares 1 
geldings 1 

TOTAL HORSES 2 

     

7.27 The survey concludes that the farm is moderately well laid out, with good access to 

roads and the railway. The farmhouse is in good repair and the farm buildings, farm 

roads, fences, ditches and drainage are all considered to be fair. There is no longer a 

cottage associated with the farm. Overall, Mr Metcalfe’s management of the farm is 

given an A rating. 

Cartographic evidence 

7.28 A review of the various Ordnance Survey (OS) maps available for the farm (Fig. 3) 

indicate that the basic layout has changed very little from how it appears today. The 
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1839 tithe map depicts the barn at its full extent and the presence of the hennery 

piggery.  

7.29 The main exception is the outbuilding on the east side of the farmhouse. The 1839 Tithe 

map and the 1854 six-inch OS map show a wing extending beyond the back of the 

main farmhouse. This has disappeared by 1892, suggesting a phase of modification in 

the latter half of the 19th century comprising partial or full demolition and a probable 

rebuild, resulting in the outbuilding that can be seen today. 

7.30 In the latter half of the 18th and early 19th century, there was a wave of agricultural 

expansion and improvement taking place across England and Wales. Large areas of land 

were being enclosed, with increasing agricultural production in what had previously 

been communal land in the uplands (Wade Martins 2002). Changes in tenancy and 

land ownership brought about by enclosure encouraged greater investment in farm 

properties across the country. The security and continuity this offered both owners and 

established tenants saw an increased outlay in farm buildings and equipment, with 

many farms being entirely rebuilt, as well as new properties being constructed. 

7.31 The two 25-inch OS maps, for 1892 and 1910, show more detail, including the external 

steps for both the granary and the farmhouse outbuilding and the dogleg which marks 

the presence of the cheese press corridor, but again they show little change in the layout 

of the farmstead.  

7.32 What is clear is the changing relationship with the property to the east, with which it 

eventually becomes joined. The gap between the two buildings originally enabled 

access to the rear of the eastern property. At some point around 1910 this gap was 

closed. 

Layout and form 

7.33 The main survey focused on the cheese room and dairy and a corridor containing a 

cheese press both within the current house, and the range of outbuildings behind the 

property to the north. As a result, only a cursory assessment of the farmhouse was made, 

largely from the outside. 

7.34 Centrally located within Thornton Rust on the north side of the wide village street, 

Manor House and its outbuildings sit at the top of a steep slope with a commanding 

view of the valley down to the River Ure (Plate 8).  
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 Plate 8: view looking north across the valley 

7.35 The farmhouse and attached outbuilding are orientated east-west. The front elevation of 

the farmhouse looks south onto the village street. The outbuildings located behind the 

farmhouse are orientated north-west to south-east, which puts them in line with the 

fields stretching out from behind the buildings down the valley side to the river (Fig. 3). 

The farmhouse and attached outbuilding 

7.36 The farmhouse thought to be mid-18th century (1734 to 1766), is a two-storey structure, 

rubble built with a traditional stone slate roof (Plate 1). The door to the main house is 

centrally located, part-glazed and set with a basket-arched ashlar on plinths, with a 

decorative cornice above (YDNPA HER: MYD35742, Plate 9).  

7.37 The windows on both floors are surrounded by decorative ashlar architraves, mostly 

renewed (Plate 9). Each is located beneath a split sandstone weathercourse (YDNPA 

HER: MYD35742). Those on the ground floor are located directly above the windows. 

Those on the first floor are situated two to three courses above the windows. These 

project from the wall and are designed to protect the windows below from water. There 

is what appears to be a concrete plaque at the top of the front elevation bearing the date 

1971 or 1977 (the final figure has weathered more than the others, Plate 9). This date 
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probably relates to a phase of extensive renovation, perhaps when the ashlar 

surrounding the windows was renewed. 

 

Plate 9: decorative ashlar architraves with weathercourses, to the top left of the photo, 

below the guttering can be seen the date plaque. 

7.38 To the left of the door on both floors, mirroring each other, the windows are double 

four-pane sashes. The four windows to the right of the door, two on the ground floor 

and two on the first floor, are six-pane sashes (Plate 9). The ground floor and first floor 

windows to the right of the door are offset from each other, with the first-floor window 

partly over the door. The ground floor and first floor windows to the extreme right are 

aligned with each other. 
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7.39 The location of the chimney stacks marks the position of the two gable ends of the 

original farmhouse (Plate 10). At some point in the 19th century an outbuilding was 

added to the east end of the farmhouse. This is now part of the current residence. This 

is the outbuilding which can be seen on the 1892 25-inch Ordnance Survey map. The 

western gable has shaped kneelers, front and back, and ashlar coping (YDNPA HER: 

MYD35742, Plate 11). This gable also contains a shallow recess, centrally located at 

first floor level, in line with the chimney stack (Plate 12). It has a weathered ashlar 

surround. The original eastern gable end does not have shaped kneelers. The eastern 

chimney stack is larger than the western chimney stack and denotes the location of a 

large fireplace. 

 

Plate 10: the original farmhouse is marked by the position of the two chimney stacks, 

to the right the attached outbuilding can be seen. Its roofline is slightly lower, and the 

building stone has been treated differently. 

7.40 It is thought that the current residence consists of at least three phases. Phase one is the 

original farmhouse, which on the ground floor comprised two rooms, one either side of 

a central hallway. The eastern room was probably the ‘house-place’, the main living 

room of a vernacular house, often also acting as a kitchen (Hatcher 1999, 260). This 

was probably the arrangement in this case, indicated by the size of the surviving 
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fireplace. It has a wide, shallow arch spanning the opening. Fireplaces such as these 

have been dated to the 17th century (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 19). Closer inspection 

would be required to confirm this. To the front, the farmhouse has its own private 

garden, separate from the working areas of the farm (Plate 10). 

  

Plate 11: western gable end showing the shaped kneeler at the corner with the front 

elevation and the decorative recess. Plate 12: detail of the decorative recess, it may have 

held a date stone or marriage stone as seen elsewhere across the Dales such as Carlton 

in Coverdale. 

 
7.41 The second phase involved the addition to the north side of the house of the cheese 

room and dairy (1000) to the west, a back kitchen to the east and a central staircase, 

with a small half sunken panelled cellar beneath, which now has a blocked window.  

7.42 The 1910 Tax Valuation survey describes the farmhouse as follows; 

“House and Outbuildings stone slabbed in fair repair 

House contains 3 bedrooms, 2 attics, sitting Rm kitchen 

bk kitchen & Dairy, ….” 
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7.43 At some point between the first and second phase what is thought to have been a 

sheltered outdoor work space or lean-to was created against the eastern gable end of 

the farmhouse. Within this space a cheese press was erected and still survives in situ. 

The end wall of the work space, behind which the cheese press sits, butts up against the 

eastern gable wall of the farmhouse (Plate 14). 

7.44 The third phase involved the addition of an outbuilding to the east end of the farmhouse 

(Plates 13 & 14). It is built up and over the space that contains the cheese press and is 

set slightly back from both structures with a lower roof line. It was once a separate 

structure, but there is now access to it from the farmhouse. To the front is a casement 

four-paned window on the ground floor and a six-pained sash window on the first floor. 

The space between the two windows has clearly been blocked suggesting that the first-

floor opening was once larger. 

  

Plate 13: showing the relationship between the farmhouse to the left and the attached 

outbuilding to the right. Plate 14: showing the end of the cheese press corridor (with 

the water butt in front) and the attached outbuilding which has been built up and over 

it. The blocked opening can be seen beneath the top window. 

 
7.45 Latterly the outbuilding was used to house Irish workers when they were helping on the 

farm (D Millward pers. comm. 12th December 2018). Seasonal casual labours arrived 

each year to help cut and store the hay, which was a labour-intensive process (Speakman 

2014, 57).  
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7.46 In front of the outbuilding there is a separate walled area divided from the front garden, 

although there is access between the two. This area would have been wide enough for 

a cart to pass down. Before the outbuilding was built it would have provided access to 

the yard behind the farmhouse, and subsequently enabled access to the first floor 

opening from a cart for loading and unloading. This would explain why the corner of 

the cheese press structure has been rounded. Today the front of the outbuilding has 

been partly obscured by a modern garage belonging to the adjoining property.  

7.47 The tithe map shows the farm buildings much as they stand today. The driveway in front 

of the farmhouse outbuilding also once provided access to the rear of the adjoining 

property to the east.  

7.48 The first floor was originally accessed externally from the rear where a set of stone steps 

still survive leading to a door on the first-floor level (Plate 15). The sketch accompanying 

the 1910 Valuation Survey (Plate 7) suggests that the space beneath the steps was used 

as a coal store. A twelve-pained window can be seen on the firstfloor level to the west 

of the door. On the ground floor there is another door which would have enabled access 

to this work space. Next to the steps is a bink, or stone bench, used for resting the 

backcans on.  

 

Plate 15: rear, north elevation of the attached outbuilding showing the external steps 

with the bink alongside them. 
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7.49 The farmhouse has two areas which would have been involved in cheese and butter 

making. The cheese room and dairy 1000 (Fig. 5) and the cheese press ‘corridor’ 1100. 

A lot of the jobs involved in these processes may also have been undertaken outside. 

Cheese making 

7.50 Untainted evening milk was placed in a cheese vat, covered with a blanket to help it 

ripen and left overnight. The morning’s milk was then added and tested for acidity. If it 

was lacking, a started culture was added. The milk was then slowly heated whilst 

continually being stirred. Rennet, prepared from the fourth stomach of suckling calves, 

was then added. Rennet, stimulated by the acidity in the milk, worked to coagulate it. 

The milk was stirred with a curd agitator until it started to bubble, and curds started to 

form. Once coagulated the curds were thick enough to cut using a specially designed 

curd knife. After the curds had been cut, they were again heated in the cheese vat. Then 

stirred and then left to settle to the bottom of the vat, separating from the whey. The 

whey was drained off through the whey tap. The curd was then cut into squares and 

‘blocked’, one square on top of the other, and left to ripen. It was then ground in a ‘curd 

mill’ which was normally clamped across the vat. The curd mill had a tapering hopper 

into which the curd was fed, spiralling rows of metal teeth below that ground the curds 

into tiny fragments which were then salted (Ingram 1987, 23-26). 

Cheese press corridor 1100 

7.51 The next stage was the pressing. The ground curds were placed into a cheese mould, 

lined with clean muslin. The sides of the moulds were either slatted or perforated to 

enable the whey to drain away. After the mould had been filled with curds, a wooden 

block, the ‘follower’, which was slightly smaller in diameter than the mould, was placed 

on top. The mould was then placed on the bed of the cheese press and pressure was 

applied from above. The cheese was left overnight in the press to allow the pressure to 

squeeze out any remaining superfluous whey. It was then turned in the mould, which 

was placed in a warm bath to encourage the curds to coalesce, then pressed again 

overnight (Ingram 1987, 26-29). 

7.52 The cheese press 1101, 1102 and 1103, which now sits at the end of a long corridor, 

sandwiched between two external walls, would once have been housed in an outdoor 

workspace in the same location. Hartley and Ingilby (1981, 34) observed that stone 

cheese presses required either an outhouse or an alcove to house them. The outdoor 

space for this cheese press may have had a rough roof made up of large split stone slates 

such as the one which can be seen externally keyed into the corner formed by the rear 
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of the outbuilding and the eastern end of the back kitchen 1106 (Plate 16). The corridor 

may have remained as an ‘outdoor’ workspace after the outbuilding was built, with easy 

access to the cheese press provided by an opening about the size of a door. The lower 

half of this opening was then blocked 1105 in and a window 1104 inserted, presumably 

when the cheese press was no longer being used. 

 

Plate 16: the blocked opening with inserted window at the end of the cheese press 

corridor and the large slate keyed into the wall that may have formed part of a roof. 

 
7.53 The cheese press today survives in the form of the press bed 1101 and the stone weight 

1102 with its attached chains 1103 (Plates 17 & 18). The stone weight is a roughly 

shaped rectangular stone block with two metal chains attached to it. This sits on the 

floor beneath the press bed. The chains align with the two square holes in the press bed 

above. Each chain has a hook on the end. This evidence suggests that the stone weight 

was suspended beneath the press bed (rather than above it) and was used to pull down 

a wooden bar across the top of the cheese mould above. A similar set up can be seen 
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for the cheese presses at Hill Top Farm in Swaledale (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 43). The 

frame used to accomplish this has now been lost.  

7.54 The press bed is a flat slab with a circle and a cross carved into it to collect the whey 

which runs free from the mould when the cheese is pressed (Plate 17). It appears that 

the centre has a hole with a plug in it which would enable the farmer’s wife to control 

when the whey is collected. The whey was normally used as pig food. 

7.55 There is another press bed which survives outside, to the east of the farmhouse front 

door (Plates 19 & 20). Small cheese weights can also be found in the garden along with 

another large one (Plates 21 & 22).  

  

Plate 17: cheese press bed and associated weight. Plate 18: detail showing the chains, 

resting on the weight, which would have fed through the holes in the press bed. 

 

Plate 19: cheese press bed outside the front of the farmhouse. Plate 20: this cheese press 

bed is quite weathered compared to the one inside. 
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Plate 21: large cheese press weight.   Plate 22: small cheese weights. 

Cheese room and dairy 1000 (Fig. 5) 

7.56 Once pressed, the cheese was removed and put on the shelves in the cool cheese room 

and dairy where it would initially be turned every day for two weeks in winter and twice 

daily in summer. This ensured that fat globules did not settle at the bottom. After the first 

two weeks the cheese was turned every other day (Ingram 1987, 26-29). Cheese runs, 

and as a result the cheese maker would be constantly wiping down the shelves. Cheese 

runs more if a fine spell of weather is imminent (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 34). 

7.57 The cheese room and dairy 1000, is located to the rear of the farmhouse, in the north-

west corner. This is the coolest side of the house. The room has one window 1009, 

which is split in two. The eastern side consists of an eighteen-pane sash 1010, and the 

west side contains a vent 1011, to help regulate the temperature of the room without 

opening the window and allowing flies in (Plates 23 & 24). The vent is covered in mesh 

on the outside and has wooden bars in the middle and a door on the inside to seal it.  

   

Plate 23: external view of dairy window showing mesh. Plate 24: internal view of dairy 

window showing the vent door. 
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7.58 The cheese room and dairy 1000, has a set of stone shelves or ‘traves’ 1016, 1017, 

1018, 1022, 1023 supported on stands 1015 and 1021 along two of the walls 1005 and 

1007 (Plate 25). This is where the cheese would have been stored. These, like the walls, 

have been whitewashed. The walls, the shelves and the stands would have been 

whitewashed twice a year, the degree of whiteness was a matter of pride to the farmer’s 

wife (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 30).  

7.59 Butter making occupied a large amount of space within the cheese room and dairy. 

Before separators were invented the milk was stood in wooden, crockery or lead bowls 

to allow the cream to rise (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 35). Within this room the walls are 

lined on two sides with dairy shelves, large stone slabs 1013 and 1020, which rest on 

large stone legs 1012 and 1019 between 0.50 and 0.55m above the ground (Plate 25). 

 

Plate 25: the thin shelves to hold the cheese above and the large stone slabs below used 

for butter making. 

7.60 When the cream had risen to the top the skim milk was drained off through a hole in 

the bottom of the bowl (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 35). One of the dairy shelves in this 

room has an off-centre hole 1014 in it, which would have facilitated the draining of the 

skim milk into a pail placed beneath the shelf (Plate 26). The cream would be left behind 

sticking to the sides of the bowl and would be scraped off into a cream pot (Hartley & 

Ingilby 1981, 35). 
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 Plate 26: large stone slab with a hole in it for draining off the skim milk. 

7.61 The skim milk was then churned. Depending on the type and size of the churn, it would 

either have been placed on the floor or on a table. Following churning, the butter would 

have been shaped ready for printing. Originally each farm had its own prints and 

markers by which it was known (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 36). 

Barn 2000 (Fig. 6) 

7.62 The barn is a building of two phases. The byre 2100 was originally built as an 

independent structure. Later the loose box 2200 and pigsty 2300 were added. Straight 

joints can be seen both internally and externally (Plate 27). 

7.63 The 1910 Tax Valuation survey contains a sketch of the farm buildings (Plate 7) and the 

one representing the barn has the following notes written on it 

“Calves, meal, Granary, byres & Pigs” 

Meal refers to a substance (usually plant seeds) that has been crushed to make a rough 

powder for animal feed. 

Byre 2100 (Fig. 6) 

7.64 The byre or cowhouse is the oldest part of this range and could be described as a typical 

Dales agricultural structure. The walls are random coursed rubble. There are large 
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sandstone quoins clearly visible at three of the corners. The fourth is hidden by ivy. The 

external north wall 2103 contains through-stones at four evenly spaced levels (Plate 

27). These would have also acted as weathercourses, deflecting water away from the 

walls. The through stones do not project internally except from the eastern wall 2104 

where a set 2120 can be seen can be seen protruding close to the top of the ground 

floor wall. The walls have been whitewashed internally. 

 

Plate 27: external north elevation with weathercourses created by through stones. The 

joint between the byre on the right and the second building on the left has been partly 

hidden by the drain pipe. 

7.65 This structure was used to house cows and calves and latterly a horse. It was split into 

three stalls 2130, 2140 and 2150, locally known as booses (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 63, 

200). The most complete stall is 2150 (Plate 28). This is wider than the other two and 

contains space for up to three claves. To the west of the space is an intact wooden stall 

partition 2142 known as a boskin (Dawson, 2016).  It is between 1.45m and 1.58m in 

height and 1.46m in length. To the east of the space is a smaller partition 2155, used to 

create a single calf box 2157. This partition is made from a single piece of slate, 0.67m 

high where it sits against the north wall 2103. It curves down to the ground at the front 

0.55m away. It is 6cm wide. 
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7.66 Within the stall some of the original flagstone flooring survives 2151. Elsewhere within 

the byre the floor has been concreted over 2108. Two small areas within this stall have 

been concreted over 2156 and within the calf box 2157, however as a result evidence 

which may not otherwise have survived has been preserved.  

7.67 The single calf box contains a circular hole 2154. It is thought that this marks the 

location of a vertical pole or rudster or ridstake which the calf would have been tied to 

within the stall (Hartley & Ingilby 1981, 36, 201). The hole within the calf box is against 

the eastern wall 2104. The location of the poles for the other two calves in the wider 

part of the stall has been lost. There is, however, a square hole 2153 close to the north 

back wall 2103 that possibly held a square post supporting a hayrack. A scar 2158 on 

the wall about 1m above the ground, has never been whitewashed and could indicate 

where the hayrack was attached. This is lower than the scar 2144 across the other two 

stalls, which are approximately 1.4m above the ground. The hayrack may have been 

lower in the third stall in order to enable the calves to feed from it. 

 

Plate 28: stall 2150 used to house calves. 

7.68 Stalls 2130 and 2140 (Plate 29) are similar in width c.1.8m and are thought to have 

originally housed cows or mules. Stall 2140 contains two original flagstones 2141, the 

rest of the area is covered in concrete 2108. Preserved within the concrete is a 2.2m 

long scar 2131, which marks the position of the original partition. It is thought that this 
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would have been of a similar design to the one that survives 2142 however, it would 

have been longer. The partition scar is in line with a hole 2132, in wall 2103. This hole 

would have held the top brace of the partition. It is 1.58m above the ground and 

measures 0.10m by 0.10m. This is at the same height as the socket for the top brace of 

the surviving partition 2142. 

7.69 Within stall 2130 there is a horse trough 2133 which has started to come away from the 

wall. It is c. 0.82m above the ground, approximately 1.75m wide, 0.3m deep and 0.24m 

high. This bay was used to stable a horse in the recent past (D Millward pers. comm. 

12th December 2018). It is thought that the two large stalls would have originally 

housed cows and or mules. Hartley and Ingilby (1981, 32) observed that in 

Wensleydale, donkeys were often used to transport milk from the fields. The 1941 

National Farm Survey records the farm as having two horses, which would also have 

been important forms of transport, both for riding and for pulling a cart. 

 

Plate 29: stalls 2130 and 2140 

7.70 At the foot of stalls 2140 and 2150 there is a drainage channel or group (Hartley & 

Ingilby 1981, 63, 200), 2114, 2115, 2116, 2117, 2118. The changing position of the 

group further indicates the division of the stalls between cows and calves. The channel 

is c. 2.10m from the north back wall 2103 behind the cow’s stall 2140, it then curves 

so that it is only c. 1.6m from the back wall behind the calves’ stall 2150. The drainage 

channel is best preserved at its eastern end, where its full width survives, its southern 

edge has facing stones 2117, and there is a drain hole with intact grill 2118. It is unclear 
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how far west the drainage channel extended. There is no evidence to suggest whether 

it extended to the western wall 2102, as this area has been concreted over 2108. It 

survives to the western edge of stall 2140; although part has been infilled with concrete 

2115, with a shallow modern drain 2114 impressed into it.  

7.71 At the eastern end of the byre to the south of the drainage channel a pattern of lines 

2113, within the concrete can be seen sloping down towards the drainage hole 2118. 

At this end of the building the external ground level can be seen to slope slightly down 

towards the barn, there are also a couple of original surviving stone steps 2109 and 

2110. The presence of the concrete drainage area may suggest that this area 

occasionally suffered from a degree of flooding, perhaps when it rained.   

7.72 The byre today has two large openings 2105 and 2107, created when it was converted 

for use as a garage. However, evidence survives showing the location of the original 

doors which were at the eastern end of each of the current openings. There is a piece 

of wood 2112 embedded within wall 2101 at the eastern end of 2105 which might have 

formed part of the door frame.  There are metal hinges 2121 associated with the location 

of the second door. Two steps 2109 and 2110, survive as a further indication of the 

position of the original opening. There is a flagstone 2111 at the base of these steps. A 

photo from the 1960s (Plate 30) clearly shows the original door to the east before it was 

widened, that to the west is less clear, but it may already have been widened. 

 

Plate 30: a 1960s aerial photograph looking north, showing the barn in the background 

with the doors to the byre before they were enlarged. The hennery piggery is also shown 

as a complete structure with a roof. This photo is in the possession of the current owners. 
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7.73 The original byre doors were probably split-doors ‘stable’ doors. The top half often being 

left open to provide ventilation and light. The byre does not have any windows. It does 

contain a niche 2119 within the eastern wall 2104. It is located away from the stalls 

and relatively close to the door and was probably used to hold a lantern.  

7.74 Up until the 19th century the byres were often low, dank, ill-lit and poorly ventilated. 

As a result, a warm comfortable fug developed during the winter months, and in the 

warmth, animals could continue to thrive on limited and indifferent fodder (Brunskill 

2007, 65). 

7.75 The upper level of this building was not inspected during the survey as it was not 

deemed safe to do so, however, it is thought to have been used as a hayloft. Internally 

there was a hole in the ceiling acting as a loft hatch, which would have provided ladder 

access allowing the labour to draw and drop the daily supply of hay (Brunskill 2007, 

66). Externally a square pitching hole with a shutter can be seen. The hay would be 

tossed with a pitchfork through the hole and then spread evenly across the floor and 

trodden down (Brunskill 2007, 128). 

Loose box 2200, Pigsty 2300 and Granary 2400 (Fig. 6) 

7.76 The loose box 2200 and the pig sty 2300 were built after the byre. Externally it is 

possible to see where the walls of the store room 2201 and 2203 have been keyed into 

the quoins at the eastern corners of the byre. 

Loose box 2200 (Fig. 6) 

7.77 The present store room is a narrow room to the east of the byre 2100. Internally this is 

relatively narrow, 2m. and relatively devoid of features compared to the byre 2100 and 

the pig sty 2300. It has a small window 2204 within the north wall 2203 that measures 

approximately 0.34m by 0.50m. There is a narrow door 2202, 0.71m wide within the 

south wall 2201. The floor 2206 slopes gently from the doorway to the north, back wall 

2203. In the north-east corner there is a drain hole at the base of the wall 2207.  

7.78 This room may have originally been a loose box-a room with a door, a window and no 

other formal provision. Loose boxes could be used for single cows when calving; to 

house calves when there was no room in the byre; or to isolate sick or recovering 

animals. A loose box was designed to be multifunctional, unlike the other buildings of 

the farmstead, which were designed for specific purposes (Brunskill 2007, 75). 
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Pigsty 2300 (Fig. 6) 

7.79 Externally the pigsty can be identified by the presence of two feeding chutes 2307 and 

2308 within the south wall 2305 (Plate 31). These chutes can be blocked off with pieces 

of slate, so reducing drafts. The pigsty is at the eastern end of the barn complex and as 

a result is positioned relatively close to the cheese press corridor 1100 and access into 

the working part of the farmhouse. This made it easier for whey, from the cheese making, 

and kitchen scraps to be fed directly to pigs. This pigsty does not have a yard attached, 

which is not uncommon in Yorkshire (English Heritage 2006, 66) and the pigs may have 

been allowed to roam freely around the farmyard. 

 

Plate 31: feeding chutes for the pigsty, slates used to block the openings can be seen in 

the foreground. 

7.80 The door 2304 into the pigsty is in the eastern gable end wall 2203. A recess 2306 for 

opening the door has been incorporated into the south wall 2305. Internally the feeding 

chutes slope down towards the feeding troughs 2309 and 2310 (Plate 32). These are 

made from sandstone flags, with two curving pieces forming the side divisions with a 

low piece across the front.  
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Plate 32: pigsty feed chutes leading into two feeding troughs. 

7.81 There is a possible drain hole 2313 through the eastern wall 2303, close to the door 

2304.  North of the door is a shallow niche 2314. The north wall 2301 contains a large 

square window with a slightly splayed recess 2302. The windowsill is formed from a 

single piece of slate. Externally it looks like this window may have been a later insertion.  

7.82 The walls 2301, 2303, 2305 and 2312 have been whitewashed from floor to ceiling. 

The lower half of the walls appears to have had a thin layer of plaster applied prior to 

whitewashing which has a yellow tinge to it. The floor is concrete. There is a change in 

floor level 2311 within the pigsty with the northern half being higher. The significance 

of this is not clear. 

7.83 Pigs were killed and salted in November or December, thus providing home-cured ham 

and bacon throughout the year. They were bought from a dealer, who came round in a 

horse-drawn pig-cart or trap in early summer. They were then fed on whey from the 

cheese making until the last few weeks of fattening on meal. A large household might 

have kept five to eight pigs, and sell the hams (Hartley and Ingilby 1981, 96). 

Granary 2400 (Fig. 6) 

7.84 Above the store room 2200 and the pigsty 2300 is the granary 2400. The granary is 

accessed by external steps 2500 and through a door 2404 (Plate 33). The steps 2500 

are made from the same material as the rest of the building, random coursed rubble. 

The surface of the steps is made from smooth flat cut stones, much worn by use. The 

steps butt up against the south wall 2201 of the store room. They are tied into the south 
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wall in two places, the top step, and the lintel above the niche 2501 below the steps. 

Niche 2501 below the steps is thought to have been a dog kennel. A dog would help to 

deter farmyard predators such as rats and foxes. 

 

Plate 33: external steps to the granary with possible dog kennel beneath. 

7.85 The granary recently lost its roof in a fire. At present the room is used for storage, but it 

would have been a relatively large open space up to the rafters. There are few surviving 

features. A single beam spans the space from north to south 2406 and there are two 

putlog holes 2407 in the east end gable.  

7.86 A granary was a place where grain could be stored in secure, dry and well-ventilated 

conditions until sold, consumed or sown. It was always understood that grain was best 

stored where surfaces were dry, where ventilation was good, where conditions were 

clean and where some protection from vermin could be provided. Internally the floor 

would have been divided by low timber partitions between which the grain could be 

stored loose or kept in sacks or chests. The boarded floor was tightly tongued together 

both to keep in the grain and to keep out the rats and mice. Generally, wall, floor and 

roof materials were tight-fitting, clean and secure. A single, carefully made and hung 

door opened, onto a removable platform leading to steps (Brunskill 2007, 89-90). Some 

of the grain that was stored could be ground into ‘meal’ to feed the calves and other 

animals. The 1941 National Farm Survey shows that the farm was growing corn. 
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Hennery piggery or Poultiggery 3000 (Fig. 7) 

7.87 Pigsties were typically built as single-storey structures, however in the Dales many were 

built as low storeyed structures with henhouses above (Lake & White, 23). Again, this 

independent structure is still relatively close to the cheese-press corridor and the kitchen 

and dairy.  

7.88 Hens generally foraged freely in the farmyard, but they would be provided with a 

henhouse for somewhere to lay their eggs, making collection easier, but it was also 

somewhere safe for them to roost at night. There was generally a full-sized door for 

people to use, as well as a small access or pop hole for the hens. Evidence for a pop 

hole does not survive here, possibly because the building does not survive to its full 

height. An impression of what it was like can be seen from the 1960s aerial photograph, 

which shows it roofed. 

7.89 Combined pigsties and henhouses known as hennery piggeries or poultiggeries were 

built to the mutual benefit of both the pigs and the hens. It was thought that the hens 

would provide warmth for the pigs and the pigs would frighten away the predators such 

as foxes (yorkshiredales.org.uk accessed January 2019). As elsewhere, the pigsty is 

located on the ground floor with the henhouse over the top. Although the walls of the 

pigsty remain intact those of the henhouse above have been taken down, leaving a low 

wall which now has large flag stones placed on top to cap it. 

   

Plate 34: entrance to pigsty below. Plate 35: remains of the henhouse above. 
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Churn stand  

7.90 A churn stand was a small roadside platform to hold milk churns for collection by 

wagon. They came into use by the 1920s and were made redundant by the introduction 

of bulk milk collection. Churn stands were typically in a roadside position close to the 

farm gate, with a stone flag or concrete top. A once-ubiquitous feature of dairy farms, 

their position means that many have been demolished during road improvements (Lake 

& White, 25). The one at Manor House has survived as it had been incorporated into 

the corner of the garden wall which had become overgrown, this was kindly cleared by 

the owner prior to survey (Plates 4 & 36). 

   

Plate 36: view of the churn stand at the western corner of the garden wall. 

8.0 SUMMARY OF PHASING AND DISCUSSION 

8.1 The earliest datable evidence we have for the layout of the farm is the 1839 tithe map, 

which shows the farmstead as it stands today. This suggests that the farmstead was 

largely set out in a single phase, with some degree of modification over the following 

centuries to accommodate broader changes in farming practice.  

8.2 The farmhouse itself has been dated to the mid-18th century. This appears to have been 

based largely on the external appearance of the building. A more considered 

investigation of some of the farmhouse’s distinctive internal features, such as the large 

fireplace and the half sunken cellar, with research into local comparisons, may shed 

further light on the foundation date and development. 
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8.3 The farmhouse complex shows three main building phases. There is the house itself, 

which subsequently had a dairy, back kitchen and stairwell added. At the eastern end 

there is believed to have been an outdoor workspace created to house a cheese press. 

This was roofed with large slates. At a later date a two-storey outbuilding was added to 

the eastern end. It was built up and over the workspace containing the cheese press, 

thus creating the corridor which can be seen today. When the outbuilding fell out of 

agricultural use it became incorporated into the farmhouse, with access between the 

two buildings created on the ground floor. The end of the cheese press corridor would 

have been blocked in at around the same time. 

8.4 The barn consists of two main building phases. The byre with its hayloft was built first. 

This was followed by the addition of a loose box and pigsty with a granary over the top.  

8.5 All the buildings have been subject to alterations and modifications during the 20th 

century, for example the byre has been used as a garage and floors and roofs have been 

replaced. The hennery piggery has been reduced in height so that the upper level can 

now be used as a terrace. 

9.0 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

9.1 Manor House farm is of high significance as a fine example of a typical Dales mixed 

dairy farm. The primary heritage significance of the farm derives from its evidential, 

historical and aesthetic values as a farmstead which encapsulates the complete dairy 

process for a typical 19th century farmstead in Wensleydale and how it had to adapt to 

the changing economies of the time. This was a period which saw a shift from cheese 

making to the selling of liquid milk, a decrease in farm labourers and increased 

mechanisation. Alterations in the fabric of the buildings help to demonstrate these 

changes through time. 

9.2 The evidential significance of the farmstead is high as the complete process of dairying 

can be traced from start to finish through the surviving fabric of the buildings. The byre 

and loose box demonstrate the conditions within which the cows would be milked, and 

the calves would be housed The cheese room and dairy and the cheese press corridor 

provide evidence for the spaces used to process the milk to make cheese and butter, 

and the milk churn stand indicates how milk was sent to market.  

9.3 The farm operated as a mixed agrarian economy, with sheep and cattle and pigs, as well 

as growing fodder crops and grain for domestic use and to create meal for the animals. 



Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale: Building Recording Report 

©Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd for Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

47 

This is all reflected within the multi-functional barn. Beyond the farmstead there is also 

evidence for a number of field barns within the outlying fields, which would have been 

used to milk and house cattle and sheep. 

9.4 The fact that all of this survives in-situ allows for an understanding of the movement of 

livestock and produce around the farmstead. For example, the dairy was located in the 

north-west corner of the farmhouse, which would have been the coolest part of the 

house, something which would have been important during the summer months. The 

pigsty and the hennery piggery were located close to the kitchen and the outdoor 

working space containing the cheese press, thus shortening the distance that kitchen 

scraps and whey had to be carried to feed the pigs. The milk churn stand is located at 

the end of the drive from the byre. 

Table 4: summary of values contributing to the overall significance of Manor House. 

Values Assessment Ranking Overall 

Evidential 

The layout of the farmstead provides evidence as to the 
structure of historic farms in Wensleydale.  

High 

High 

A well-preserved cheese room and dairy. High 
An in situ well-preserved cheese bed and weight High 
The farmstead preserves evidence for the whole dairy 
process from the keeping and milking of cows to the 
processing of butter and cheese, storage of finished 
products and transportation to market. 

High 

The farmstead also demonstrates self-sufficiency 
through the feeding and keeping of pigs and hens. 

High 

A moderately well-preserved example of a combination 
barn incorporating evidence for a byre, loose box, 
pigsty and granary. 

High - 
Moderate 

There are visible changes in the fabric, which 
demonstrate changes in use over time. 

High - 
Moderate 

Partially surviving Hennery Piggery. Moderate 

Historic 

Changes in agricultural practices reflected in the 
modification and expansion of the farmstead e.g. The 
addition of an outbuilding to the side of the farmhouse 
and the addition of the loose box, pigsty and granary to 
the eastern end of the barn with the byre and hayloft. 

Moderate 

Moderate The documentary evidence associated with the farm 
give an indication of the expansion of the farm, changes 
in fields being used, economic viability and size of 
accommodation. 

High - 
Moderate 

The farm is associated with important local landowners 
–Tennant, Hutton and Chapman. 

Moderate 

Aesthetic 

The quality of design of the front of the farmhouse. High 

High 

Contributes to the aesthetic character of the village High 
Fits into a wider agricultural landscape within 
Wensleydale 

High 

Building style fits with the aesthetic character of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 

High 

 

9.5 The farmhouse contributes to the aesthetic character of the village of Thornton Rust. It 

is one of several farmhouses located within the village. The farmhouses face onto the 

wide Village Street with their agricultural buildings behind and fields stretching down 
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the valley side towards the river Ure or up onto the high pasture. In terms of the wider 

landscape context, the construction and form of the farmstead forms part of the 

agricultural landscape of Wensleydale and the building style fits with the aesthetic 

character of the Yorkshire Dales National Park. 

10.0 CONCLUSIONS AND FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

10.1 This report has examined the history, fabric and use of Manor House farmstead to 

understand its development and function as a mixed dairy farm. There remain several 

unanswered questions with regards to the ownership and occupancy of the farmstead. 

Some of these may be answered by exploring the archives further. However, based on 

the evidence available, it is felt that the form, layout and development of the farmstead 

is generally well understood.  

10.2 Ian Spensley, a volunteer with the YDNPA, has been transcribing wills and inventories 

for the Thornton Rust Parish, the information in these may add to the story of the 

farmstead that has been pieced together so far. Karen Ellwood, another volunteer with 

the YDNPA has suggested that further information may be found in the Hutton papers 

and the North Riding Register of Deeds.  

10.3 The North Yorkshire County Records Office holds estate maps and papers from Mr. King, 

surveyor of West Witton and within these is information relating to Thornton Rust. 

https://archivesunlocked.northyorks.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Cat

alog&id=ZTS 

10.4 The Yorkshire Vernacular Buildings Study Group recorded Stall House, the building next 

door to Manor House in 1975. The resultant report may contain some useful information 

which may aid in the research of Manor House Farm. The report is housed in the Special 

Collections section at the Brotherton Library, University of Leeds. The report is number 

187 and is held under the reference YAS MS 1275: Reports 1 to 1503 (produced 1970-

1995). 

10.5 Perhaps also further archaeological recording of the farmhouse itself to investigate the 

potential of a 17th century (or earlier) date, evidence of which may survive in terms of 

the physical fabric or internal layout of the building.  

 

https://archivesunlocked.northyorks.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=ZTS
https://archivesunlocked.northyorks.gov.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=ZTS
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11.0 SITE INVENTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Table 5: site inventory 

No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo 
1000 
Group 

Dairy The dairy is located in the 
north-west corner of the house. 
It contains two low stone 
benches that extend along the 
north and south walls. Above 
these are smaller shelves lining 
the north and south walls. In 
the south-east corner is a niche 
and a large splayed window 
opens in the north wall.  

1100 Cheese press 
2000 Barn 
3000 Hennery 
piggery 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as a 
rare example of a 
surviving dairy.  

 
1001 Door The door is 1.83m tall and 

0.81m across. The door jamb is 
made of wood. 

1008 east wall Modern Low evidential value. It is 
a more modern addition.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1002 Niche A small niche lies in the east 

corner of the south wall with a 
triangular archway. The niche 
is splayed extending 0.62m 
deep and 0.83m wide at its 
largest extent and narrowing to 
0.49m at the entrance.  The 
base of the niche is composed 
of buff tile.  

1001 door 
1003 tiles 
1005 south wall 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy.  

 
 

1003 Tiles The tiles in the niche are 0.5m 
x 0.5m and buff coloured 
covering the whole of the 
interior of the floor of the 
niche.  

1002 niche Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

It is unknown whether the 
tiles are original to the 
dairy. As such they are of 
moderate evidential value 

 
See 1002 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1004 Ceiling 

feature 
Above the niche is an 
extending support that is 1.9m 
wide and may be a relic from a 
previous construction.  

1005 south wall Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the existing 
dairy. 

 
1005 South Wall The south wall contains a long 

stone bench made up of 2 flat 
slates 1013, above which are 
three shelves 1015, 1016, 
1017, and 1018.  

1002 niche 
1003 tiles 
1004 ceiling feature 
1012 slate legs 
1013 dairy shelves 
1014 drainage hole 
1015 shelf uprights 
1016 shelf 
1017 shelf 
1018 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy, 
retaining the original 
infrastructure related to 
the dairy industry.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1006 West Wall The west wall is devoid of any 

distinctive features save the 
benches and shelves of the 
both the north and south wall 
that abut the west wall.  

1012 slate legs 
1013 dairy shelves 
1015 shelf uprights 
1016 shelf 
1017 shelf 
1018 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High-moderate evidential 
value as part of the 
existing dairy. 

 
1007 North Wall The north wall is composed of 

a splayed recessed window 
1009, and shelves 1022 and 
1023 above a long stone bench 
composed of flat slates 1020 on 
legs 1019.  

1009 window recess
1010 window panes 
1011 window vent 
1019 slate legs 
1020 flat slates 
1021 shelf uprights 
1022 shelf 
1023 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy, 
retaining the original 
infrastructure related to 
the dairy industry. 

 
1008 East Wall The east wall contains the door 

1001 and a modern boxed in 
area. 

1001 door 
1020 flat slates 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the existing 
dairy. 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1009 Window 

recess 
The window is recessed is a 
splay that is 0.55m deep. At its 
widest extent against the wall 
the window recess is 1.15m 
wide, narrowing to 0.88m 
across along the outer wall. 
The window composed of two 
9-pane sashes 1010 to the east 
of a thin cambered vent 1011. 
The vent is 0.27m wide and the 
panes 0.5m wide. The base of 
the recess is composed of a 
trapezoidal stone slab.  

1007 north wall 
1010 window panes 
1011 window vent 
1022 shelf 
1023 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy. 
It also demonstrates the 
thickness of the walls.  

 
1010 Window 

panes 
The window panes are 
composed of two nine pane 
sashes that look to be painted 
shut.  

1007 north wall 
1009 window recess
1011 window vent 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

The sashes are original 
and of high historic and 
evidential value.   
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1011 Window 

vent 
The window vent is 0.27m 
across and 1.01m long and 
opens onto bars and a wire 
mesh cover.  

1007 north wall 
1009 window recess
1010 window panes 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value. A 
window design that 
contains both a vent and 
window panes is rare.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1012 Slate legs The south wall has a long flat 

dairy shelf supported by slate 
legs. The east leg is 0.33m, the 
central leg is 0.32m across, and 
the west leg is 0.15m and abuts 
the wall.  

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1013 dairy shelves 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
1013 Dairy 

shelves 
Two long flat slates create a 
bench across the south wall. 
The east slate is 1.4m long and 
0.62m wide. The east slate is 
1.34m long and 0.59m wide. 
Both slates are 0.04m thick.  

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1012 slate legs 
1015 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
See 1012 

1014 Drainage 
hole 

In the centre-front of the west 
slate is a drainage hole 0.08m 
in diameter.  
 
Milk was placed in large bowls 
with drainage holes in the 
bottom, and the cream was left 
to rise. The hole in the dairy 
shelf would have allowed the 
skim milk to be drained off into 
a pail placed beneath the dairy 
shelf 1013.  

1013 dairy shelves Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it. It shows 
the location and use of 
the flat slates for 
separating the cream from 
the skim milk.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo

 
1015 Shelf 

uprights 
The stone shelves are 
supported on shelf uprights, 
also of stone. The south wall 
contains three, the western-
most being flush with the west 
wall. The shelf uprights do not 
consist of three individual 
vertical slabs, but rather are a 
series of three vertical slabs 
holding up the first shelf, above 
which are more vertical stone 
slabs holding up the 
subsequent shelves. The 
lowest, and tallest uprights are 
0.61m above the bench.  

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1013 dairy shelves 
1016 shelf 
1017 shelf 
1018 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1016 Shelf or trave The lowest shelf is the longest 

and is composed of two stone 
slabs, the east being 1.16m 
long and the other 1.48m long. 
Both slabs are 0.03m thick. 
This shelf average 0.3m deep. 

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1015 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
1017 Shelf or trave This shelf is composed of two 

smaller shelves, each upon 
their own uprights encased 
within the larger uprights of 
1018. The east shelf is 0.97m 
long and the west it 1.38m long 
both with an average depth of 
approximately 0.3m and a 
thickness of 0.03m. 

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1015 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
See 1016 

1018 Shelf or trave The uppermost shelf is also 
composed of two slabs: the east 
1.23m long and the west 
1.53m long.  The average 
depth of the shelves to the wall 
is 0.3m and the shelves average 
0.035m thick.  

1005 south wall 
1006 west wall 
1015 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
See 1016 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1019 Slate legs The dairy shelf along the north 

wall is supported by four legs 
of varying dimensions. The 
west leg is 0.18m wide, the 
centre-west is 0.33m wide, the 
centre-east is 0.19m wide and 
the east leg is 0.08m wide. The 
average depth is 0.4m and the 
average height is 0.5m.  

1006 west wall 
1007 north wall 
1020 dairy shelves 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
1020 Dairy 

shelves 
The dairy shelf across the north 
wall is composed of three 
slates. The west slate is 1.14m 
wide, 0.66m deep and 0.04m 
thick. The central slate is 
1.19mwide, 0.6m deep, and 
0.04m thick. The east slate is 
1.61m wide, 0.58m deep and 
0.06m thick.  

1006 west wall 
1007 north wall 
1008 east wall 
1009 window recess
1019 slate legs 
1021 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
 

See 1019 
 

1021 Shelf 
uprights 

The two shelves 1022 and 
1023 are supported by two 
uprights each. The lower 
uprights are 0.56m high, 0.06m 
thick, and 0.26m deep. The 
upper uprights are similar 
thickness and depth but are 
0.38m high.  

1006 west wall 
1007 north wall 
1022 shelf 
1023 shelf 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
1022 Shelf or trave The lower shelf is composed of 

a stone slab that is 0.04m thick, 
and 1.32m long, with a depth 
of 0.3m.   

1006 west wall 
1007 north wall 
1009 window recess
1021 shelf uprights 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it.  

 
See 1021 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1023 Shelf or trave The upper shelf is 1.31m long, 

0.3m deep and 0.04m thick.  
1006 west wall 
1007 north wall 
1009 window recess
1021 shelf uprights

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the existing dairy 
and furniture that 
accompanied it. 

 
See 1021 

1100 
Group 

Cheese Press 
Corridor 

Located at the south end of the 
corridor is a cheese press. The 
press is composed of the press 
bed with two holes on either 
side of a circle and cross 
carving. Below the shelf is a 
large stone weight. The weight 
has chains which would have 
fed up through the holes in the 
press bed.  

1101 cheese press 
bed  
1102 stone weight 
1103 chains 
1104 window 
1105 blocked 
opening 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value. 
The corridor would 
originally have been an 
outdoor working space 
and then an outdoor 
passage between both 
buildings that was later 
filled in.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1101 Cheese press 

bed 
The cheese press bed runs the 
length of the south wall of the 
corridor (1.1m) The press bed is 
0.08-0.09m in thickness and 
0.66m in depth. The circular 
carving is 0.53m in diameter 
with a plugged hole in the 
centre. Above this carving 
would have lain the cheese 
below the cheese press. The 
circular and cross-shapes 
grooves would have offered 
drainage for the excess whey 
from the cheese. On either side 
of the circular carving are two 
square holes through which 
passed the chains for the 
weight.  

1100 corridor 
1102 stone weight 
1103 chains 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as a 
surviving in situ cheese 
press. Well preserved as 
has been kept inside. 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1102 Stone weight 

below 
The weight stone encompasses 
most of the width of the 
corridor and is 0.33m high. 
Attached to the upper surface 
of the stone are large chains 
1103. 

1100 corridor 
1101 cheese press 
bed 
1103 chains 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
the stone is in situ and 
provides good evidence 
of the use of the cheese 
press.  

 
1103 Chains Large chains connected to the 

upper surface of the stone 
weight 1102. These would 
have passed through the two 
holes above them in the cheese 
press bed and up onto the 
wooden cheese press (no 
longer extant).  

1101 cheese press 
bed 
1102 stone weight 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
the chains are in situ and 
provide good evidence of 
the use of the cheese 
press. 

 
See 1102 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
1104 Window The window lies on the north 

wall of the corridor. It is 
composed of two sashes, the 
upper contains three panes, the 
lower, six panes. The window 
is located within a blocked 
opening 1105 

1100 corridor 
1105 blocked 
opening 
1106 roof stone 

Post 1839 
Tithe map 

Moderate evidential 
value. The window was 
likely added when the 
opening was closed and 
dates to after the frequent 
use of the cheese press.  

 
1105 Blocked 

opening 
The window 1104 lies within a 
blocked opening that is 1.39m 
wide and is covered by a roof 
stone 1106. 

1100 corridor 
1104 window 
1106 roof stone 

Post 1839 
Tithe map 

Moderate evidential value 
as it provides evidence of 
the original layout of the 
building, before the 
corridor was blocked. 

 
See 1104 

 

1106 Roof stone A thin, square slab of stone 
creates a porch above the 
blocked opening that would 
have given accessed to the 
cheese press. Before the 
outbuilding to the east was 
built and the cheese press was 
effectively in an outside space, 
this may have been roofed 
entirely in slates like this one.

1100 corridor 
1104 window 
1105 blocked 
opening 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric 
of the building, dating to 
when the cheese press 
was in frequent use. 

See 1104 
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2000 
Group 

Barn The barn is a building of two 
phases. The byre 2100 was 
originally built as an 
independent structure. Later the 
loose box 2200 and pigsty 
2300, with granary 2400 over 
the top were added. Straight 
joints can be seen externally. 

2100 byre 
2200 loose box 
2300 pigsty 
2400 granary 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 

High evidential, aesthetic, 
and historic value. It is 
original to the historic 
farmstead with original 
fittings.  

 
2100 
Group 

Byre This structure represents the 
earliest part of the barn. 
Originally used to house cows 
and calves. Later housed a 
horse and eventually its two 
openings were enlarged to 
transform it into a garage. The 
remnants of cattle stalls and 
horse stalls are still evident 
along the north wall of the 
garage.  

2101 south wall 
2102 west wall 
2103 north wall 
2104 east wall 
2105 west opening 
2106 stone slab 
2107 east opening 
2108 concrete floor 
2109 step 
2110 step 
2111 stone slab 
2112 wood 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2114 shallow drain 
2115 concrete infill 
2116 drain 
2117 facing stones 
2118 drain hole 
2119 niche 
2130 stall 1 
2140 stall 2 
2150 stall 3

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value. 
Several phases are evident 
showing the evolving use 
of the byre.  
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No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2101 South wall The south wall of the barn is a 

course random rubble wall 
with two large openings, added 
in subsequent phases of use 
when the byre was turned into 
a garage. Evidence survives to 
indicate where the original 
openings were. 

2105 west opening 
2106 stone slab 
2107 east opening 
2108 concrete floor 
2109 step 
2112 wood 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
  
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value 
related to the original use 
of the byre and 
subsequent alterations. 

 
2102 West wall The west wall is of course 

random rubble stone and abuts 
the adjoining property. No 
photographs of the exterior of 
the wall were taken. The 
interior was covered in 
limewash.  

2108 concrete floor 
2123 horse trough 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the original 
construction of the byre.  
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2103 North wall A coursed random rubble stone 

wall, it contains a partition 
2132, and a trough 2123¸  

2122 hole 
2123 horse trough 
2131 flagstones 
2132 partition 
2141 flagstones 
2144 wall scar 
2145 slate partition 
2146 concrete floor 
2158 wall scar 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original 
construction of the byre, 
showing multiple phases 
of use and alteration.  

 

 
2104 East wall This coursed random rubble 

wall would have originally 
been the end gable wall before 
the loose box 2200, pigsty 
2300 and granary 2400 were 
added. It includes a niche 
2119.  

2109 step 
2111 stone slab 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2116 drain 
2117 facing stones 
2119 niche 
2141 flagstones 
2146 concrete floor 
2149 through stones 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High-moderate evidential 
value as part of the 
original fabric of the 
building.  
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2105 West 

opening 
This would originally have only 
been as wide as a split door for 
a byre, to allow for the ingress 
and egress of cattle. This 
opening was widened during 
the 1960s when the space was 
needed to park cars. Evidence 
for the location of the original 
door can be seen from the 
wood 2112 and from a photo 
taken before the opening was 
widened. The current opening 
is c.2.15m wide and 1.9m 
high.  

2101 south wall 
2106 stone slab 
2112 wood 

Modern 
1960s? 

Low evidential value as a 
modern alteration.  

 

2106 Stone slab This stone slab must have been 
put in this position after the 
opening had been widened.  

2101 south wall 
2105 west opening 

Modern 
1960s? 

Low evidential value as 
part of modern 
alterations.  

 
2107 East opening This would originally have only 

been as wide as a split door for 
a byre, to allow for the ingress 
and egress of cattle. This 
opening was widened during 
the 1960s when the space was 
needed to park cars. Evidence 
for the location of the original 
door can be seen from the 
hinges 2150, the steps 2109 
and 2110 and from a photo 
taken before the opening was 

2101 south wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2109 step 
2110 step 
2150 hinges 

Modern 
1960s? 

Low evidential value as 
part of modern 
alterations.  
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widened. The current opening 
is c.2.10m wide and 1.9m high

 

2108 Concrete 
floor 

The concrete floor fills the gaps 
between the flagstones in the 
byre and is a later addition, 
likely from the 60s.  

2101 south wall 
2102 west wall 
2104 east wall 
2106 stone slab 
2109 step 
2110 step 
2111 stone slab 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2114 shallow drain 
2115 concrete infill 
2116 drain 
2117 facing stones

Modern Low evidential value as 
part of modern 
alterations.  

 
2109 Step A stone slab creates a step into 

the east opening of the byre. 
The step is 0.9m long and 0.6m 
wide.  

2104 east wall 
2107 east opening 
2108 concrete floor 
2110 step 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value 
providing evidence for the 
location of the original 
door to the byre during 
Phase 1.  

 
2110 Step A flagstone 0.82m by 0.3m 

creates a small threshold step 
into the garage and may 
indicate the location of an 
original entrance into the byre. 

2104 east wall 
2107 east opening 
2108 concrete floor 
2109 step 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1

High evidential value 
providing evidence for the 
location of the original 
door to the byre during 
Phase 1. 

 
See 2109 

2111 Stone slab North of 2110 is another 
flagstone 1.08x0.9m. It lies 
against the east wall with 
concrete on its north and west 
sides.  

2104 east wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1

High evidential value 
providing evidence for the 
location of the original 
door to the byre during 
Phase 1. 

 
See 2109 
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2112 Wood A piece of wood is embedded 

within the western opening. It 
is 0.8m above ground and 
0.1m square. 

2101 south wall 
2105 west opening 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate evidential value 
providing some evidence 
for the original location of 
a door into the byre.  

 
2113 Concrete 

drainage 
area 

Concrete infill is located 
between the flagstones. Linear 
grooves in the concrete 
facilitate drainage toward a 
square drain 2116 located 
along the east wall 2104.  

2104 east wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2111 stone slab 
2116 drain 
2117 facing stones 
2118 drain hole 

Modern 
 
Barn  
Phase 2 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as part of a later 
phase of use of the byre.  
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2114 Shallow 

drain 
A shallow drain within the 
concrete floor 2108 which runs 
into the wider and deeper drain 
2116. It runs for approximately 
1.3m. It is 6cm wide and 
increases in depth from 0-4cm 
at its eastern end. 

2108 concrete floor 
2115 concrete infill 
2116 drain 

Modern 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as part of a later 
phase of use of the byre. 

 
2115 Concrete 

infill 
The original wider drain 2116, 
has been infilled with concrete 
at its western end and a 
shallow narrow drain 2114 has 
been impressed into it.  

2108 concrete floor 
2114 drain 
2116 drain 
2121 partition scar 
2130 stall 2 

Modern 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of a later phase of 
use of the byre. 
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2116 Drain This drain runs through the 

middle of the building from 
west to east towards the drain 
hole 2118. The different floor 
surfaces, 2108, 2113 and 2141 
slope gently down towards the 
drain on both sides. The drain 
increases in depth towards the 
drain hole. It is c. 6.5cm deep 
where it meets drain 2114. It 
increases to c.9cm where it 
meets the drain hole. It varies 
in width between 0.26m and 
0.62m. Part of the drain is 
faced with upright slates 2117. 

2104 east wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2114 drain 
2115 concrete infill 
2117 facing stones 
2118 drain hole 
2130 stall 2 
2140 stall 3 
2141 flagstones 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original layout 
of the byre. 

 
2117 Facing 

stones 
These upright facing stones / 
upright slates are 4-6cm thick 
and 0.4-0.8m long. They 
protrude slightly above the 
floor surface and are limited to 
the north-east corner of the 
floor. 

2104 east wall 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2116 drain 
2118 drain hole 
2140 stall 3 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original layout 
of the byre. 

 
 

See 2116 

2118 Drain hole A drain hole with modern grill 
c.0.16 by 0.2m lies against the 
east wall.  

2104 east wall 
2113 concrete 
drainage area 
2116 drain 
2117 facing stones 
2140 stall 3 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original layout 
of the byre. 
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2119 Niche Niche within the eastern wall, 

c.1.06m above ground, 0.45m 
deep and 0.50m square. (This 
would have been the perfect 
location for a muck hole before 
the loose box and pigsty were 
added, however, there is no 
evidence that this opening 
went through the whole wall).  

2104 east wall Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original layout 
of the byre. 

 
2120 Through 

stones 
Through stones within what 
would have originally been the 
east end gable wall of the byre 
2100 before the loose box 
2200 pigsty 2300 and granary 
2400 were added. The stones 
protrude by 6-9cm.  

2104 east wall of 
byre 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original layout 
of the byre showing its 
initial structure. 

 
2121  Hinges Remains of hinges lie 0.25m 

and 1.13m above ground. They 
provide evidence for the 
location of the original door 
before the openings were 
widened to accommodate a 
car. 

2101 south wall 
2104 east wall 
2107 east opening 
2109 step 
2110 step 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate evidential value 
as it demonstrates the 
original layout and use of 
the byre.  

 

2122 Wood A piece of wood is embedded 
within the eastern opening. It is 
0.8m above ground and 0.1m 
square. 

 Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1

Moderate evidential value 
providing some evidence 
for the original location of 
a door into the byre. 
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2130 
Group 

Stall 1   This stall was recently used to 
house a horse, perhaps as 
recently as the 1960s. In the 
north-east corner is a wooden 
horse trough 2133. The drain 
2114 sections off the stall from 
the remainder of the byre. A 
partition scar 2131 is evident in 
the concrete floor 2108 of the 
stall.   

2102 west wall 
2103 north wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2114 drain 
2131 partition scar 
2132 hole 
2133 horse trough 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High-moderate evidential 
value demonstrative of 
the use and layout of the 
byre.  

 
2131 Partition scar There is a scar on the floor 

which marks the position of 
where a partition would have 
stood. This is in line with the 
hole 2132 in the wall 2103. 
The scar is longer than the 
surviving partition 2142, which 
suggests that it may have been 
bigger. The scar is c.2.2m long 
and 0.14m wide.  

2103 north wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2115 concrete infill 
2120 stall 1 
2132 hole 
2140 stall 2 
2141 flagstones 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as it shows the 
original location of a 
second stall. 
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2132 Hole in the 

wall. 
A hole is located in the wall 
2103 for the top brace of the 
original partition, which would 
have formed the eastern side of 
bay 1, 2130. The hole is 
c.1.58m above ground and 
measures 0.1 by 0.1m (depth 
unknown). This is at the same 
height as the hole for the top 
brace of the surviving partition 
2142. 

2103 north wall 
2131 partition scar 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as it shows the 
original location of a 
second stall.  

 
2133 Horse trough The horse trough has started to 

come away from the wall. It is 
c. 0.82m above the ground. It 
is approximately 1.75m wide, 
0.3m deep and 0.24m high. 

2102 west wall 
2103 north wall 
 

Modern 
Pre 1960s 
 
Barn Phase 
2 
 
 

The horse trough is of 
high-moderate evidential 
value as it shows the 
second phase of use in 
the byre.  
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2140 
Group 

Stall 2 Stall 2 is delineated by the 
partition scar 2131 and the 
partition 2142 with the drain 
2116 forming the southern 
edge. There is no wall scar at 
the level of the trough, 
potentially implying a different 
use.  

2103 north wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2114 drain 
2115 concrete infill 
2116 drain 
2130 stall 1 
2131 partition scar 
2141 flagstones 
2142 partition 
2143 upright 
2144 wall scar 
2150 stall 3 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High-moderate evidential 
value as part of the 
original layout of the 
byre.  

 
2141 Flagstones Original flagstones remain 

along the north edge of the stall 
flush with the subsequent 
concrete floor 2108.  The 
north-east flagstone is 0.8 m 
long by 0.56 m wide and the 
north west is 0.92 m long by 
0.52 m wide.  

2103 north wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2131 partition scar 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original floor of 
the byre prior to the 
concrete infill.  
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2142 Partition 

(Boskin) 
This partition is c.1.46m long. 
At its northern end the top 
brace is fixed into the wall at 
c1.58m above ground, which is 
at the same height as hole 
2132. At its southern end the 
top brace is c.1.45m above 
ground. 
 
The partition is constructed 
from wood with vertical slats 
slotted into a horizontal beam 
along the floor and an angled 
top brace. An upright post 
2143 marks the end. 
 
There is a 5cm step on the 
eastern side of the partition 
down to the flagstones 2151.  

2103 north wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2140 stall 2 
2143 upright 
2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as it 
demonstrates the historic 
use of the byre.  

 
2143 Upright 

 
This upright post marks the end 
of partition 2142. It is fixed into 
the floor and the ceiling and is 
c.1.96m high. It is 12.5cm 
wide and 12cm deep with 
chamfered corners.  

2108 concrete floor 
2140 stall 2 
2142 partition 
2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric 
of the byre. 
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2144 Wall scar At c.1.4m above ground there 

is a scar along the wall which 
has not been whitewashed. 
This suggests the position of the 
feeding rack within bay 2, 
2140. 

2103 north wall 
2130 stall 2 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
demonstrative of original 
furnishings.  

 
2150 
Group 

Stall 3 The third stall consists of a 
flagstone floor 2151 with 
concrete infill 2152. A slate 
partition divides the stall 2155 
from the calf-stall. The floor 
slopes from the back to the 
front towards the drain. 

2103 north wall 
2104 east wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2116 drain 
2142 partition 
2143 upright 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 
2153 gap for post 
2154 gap for post 
2155 slate partition 
2156 concrete floor 
2157 calf box

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
the most intact of the 
stalls, showing both a 
stone and wooden boskin. 

 
2151 Flagstones These original flagstones would 

originally have been 
predominantly square and 
rectangular. There are four 
which are irregular in shape. It 
is believed that these four do 
not represent the original floor 
surface and that there would 
have been regular flagstones on 
top.   

2103 north wall 
2104 west wall 
2108 concrete floor 
2116 drain 
2142 partition 
2143 upright 
2150 stall 3 
2152 infill 
2156 concrete floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as a 
part of the original fabric 
of the stall.  
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2152 Infill There is a scattering of small 

stones used to fill in the gaps 
and make up the ground 
between the irregular shaped 
flagstones 2151.  

2108 concrete floor 
2142 partition 
2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2156 concrete floor 
2157 calf box 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as a part of the 
original fabric of the stall. 

 
2153 Gap for post Square cut out of the concrete 

floor 2156 to accommodate a 
post. Square hole left in the 
concrete floor from when it 
was laid around the original 
post. The hole is approximately 
10cm square. The post may 
have been used to support a 
hayrack. 

2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 
2155 slate partition 
2156 concrete floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
indicative of the location 
and existence of a support 
for a hayrack. 
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2154 Gap for post A hole for a circular post c.5cm 

across located within the 
concrete floor in the north-east 
corner of the stall. The post 
may have been used as a 
rudster to tie cattle. 

2150 stall 3 
2156 concrete floor 
2157 calf box 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
indicative of the location 
and existence of a rudster 

 
2155 Slate 

partition 
This slate partition marks the 
edge of the calf box 2157 
within stall 3. It is a single 
piece of slate, c.0.67m high 
where it sits against the north 
wall 2103. It curves down to 
the ground at the front c.0.55m 
away. It is c.6cm wide.  

2103 north wall 
2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 
2156 concrete floor 
2157 calf box 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value as 
an example of a stone 
boskin.  

 
2156 Concrete 

floor 
Concrete flooring lies on the 
north side of the stall, on either 
side of the slate divider.  

2103 north wall 
2104 east wall 
2150 stall 3 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill  
2153 gap for post 
2154 gap for post

Modern 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of later alterations. 

 
See 2157 
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2155 slate partition 
2157 calf box

2157 
 

Calf stall The floor slopes from the wall 
towards the drain 2116. As a 
significantly smaller stall, it 
would have served a calf.  

2103 north wall 
2104 east wall 
2151 flagstones 
2152 infill 
2154 gap for post 
2155 slate partition 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

High evidential value 
showing the original 
layout of the byre. 

 
2158 Wall scar At approximately 1m above 

ground there is a scar along the 
wall which has not been 
whitewashed. This suggests the 
position of the feeding rack 
within stall 3, 2150.

2103 north wall 
2150 stall 3 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
1 

Moderate-high evidential 
value for the evidence it 
provides of the existence 
of a hay rack.  

 
See 2157 

2200 
Group 

Loose box The loose box is a narrow room 
lying between the byre and the 
pigsty and is approximately 
4.5m long by 2m wide.  

2104 east wall of 
byre 
2201 south wall 
2202 door 
2203 north wall 
2204 window 
2205 east wall / 
dividing wall 
2206 floor 
2207 drain 
2208 hook 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential and 
historic value as part of a 
second phase of use when 
the barn was extended. 
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2201 South wall The south wall is 1.89m high 

and contains a narrow door 
2202 on the east side of which 
is a small hole, 2206, possibly 
a lantern hold that is 0.15 x 
0.11m.  The wall is of different 
thicknesses. The west portion is 
1.03m across and is 0.60m 
thick. The door is recessed and 
is located on the east side of 
the wall, the thickness being 
0.26m thick. The western 
portion is composed partially of 
brick. This wall buts up against 
the eastern gable end of the 
byre 2104. 
 
 

2104 east wall of 
byre 
2200 loose box 
2202 door 
2205 east wall / 
dividing wall 
2206 lantern hold 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-low evidential 
value as part of the 
original use of the loose 
box.  

 
2202 Door The door is of wood and is 

1.19m high x 0.71m side. The 
door is set above a stone 
threshold running the width of 
the wall (0.34m), separate from 
the remaining earthen floor.  

2200 loose box 
2201 south wall 
2206 floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-low evidential 
value as part of the 
original use of the loose 
box. 

 
See 2201 

2203 North wall The north wall is a 
continuation of wall 2301. 
Along this wall is a window 
2204 and a drain 2207 in the 
lower east corner. Below the 
window is a rusted iron hook 
2208 protruding from the wall.  

2104 east wall of 
byre 
2200 loose box 
2204 window 
2205 east wall / 
dividing wall 
2206 floor 
2301 north wall of 
pigsty 
2207 drain 
2208 hook

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-low evidential 
value as part of the 
original fabric of the loose 
box.  

 
See 2200 
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2204 Window The window is located on the 

east side of the north wall. It is 
open and is 0.64m deep, 
0.34m wide, and 0.5cm high. It 
comprises both a wood lintel 
and sill.   

2200 loose box 
2203 north wall 
2301 north wall of 
pigsty 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part pf the original 
fabric of the loose box 

 
2205 East wall / 

dividing wall 
The wall separating the pigsty 
and loose box is of course 
stone rubble with no distinctive 
features.  

2200 loose box 
2201 south wall 
2203 north wall 
2206 floor 
2300 pigsty 
2301 north wall 
2305 south wall 
2309 trough 
2311 change in floor 
level 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part pf the original 
fabric of the loose box 

 
See 2200 



Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale: Building Recording Report 

 
 

©Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd  for Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

82 

 

No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2206 Floor The floor of the store is earthen 

except for the stone pavement 
forming the threshold of the 
door.  

2104 east wall of 
byre 
2200 loose box 
2201 south wall 
2202 door 
2203 north wall 
2205 east wall / 
dividing wall 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

The floor is earthen, 
indicative of the use of 
the space as a loose box, 
is of high-moderate 
evidential value. 

 
2207 Drain A small drain is located at the 

foot of the north wall below the 
window. The drain is partially 
blocked and is 0.22cm wide 
and 0.15m high and 0.64m 
deep.  

2200 loose box 
2206 floor 
2203 north wall 
2204 window 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

The small drain is of high-
moderate value, as it is 
indicative of the use of 
the room as a loose box.  

 



Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale: Building Recording Report 

 
 

©Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd  for Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

83 

 

No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2208 Hook An iron hook c. 0.08m long 

sticks out of the north wall 
c.0.1m below the lintel of the 
window 

2301north wall  
2204 window 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
but of unknown use.  

 
2300 
Group 

Pigsty The pigsty is the easternmost 
room in the barn and is 4.5m 
long by 2.4m wide with two 
chutes 2307 and 2308 on the 
south wall and a small window 
2302 on the north wall. The 
entrance 2304 is from the south 
corner of the east wall to the 
south of a small drain 2312 at 
the foot of the wall. The room 
is partially rendered to 0.8m 
above floor level.  

2205 dividing wall 
2301 north wall 
2302 window 
2303 east wall 
2304 door 
2305 south wall 
2306 door niche 
2307 west chute 
2308 east chute 
2309 west trough 
2310 east trough 
2311 change in floor 
level 
2312 floor 
2313 drain 
2314 niche 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value due 
to the presence of intact 
chutes and troughs.  
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2301 North wall The north wall is composed of 

a window 2302 above which is 
a putlog hole, showing 
evidence that the ceiling has 
been raised.  

2300 pigsty 
2302 window 
2303 east wall 
2312 floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
2 with 
subsequent 
alteration 

Moderate value as it 
shows signs of later 
alteration to enlarge the 
window 

 
2302 Window The window is thought to have 

been inserted. It is 0.96m wide, 
0.89m high and 0.6m deep. It 
is a two paned window, the 
upper section is cambered. The 
window has a wooden lintel 
and a flagstone sill.  

2300 pigsty 
2301 north wall 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 with 
subsequent 
alteration 

Moderate-low evidential 
value as part of a 
subsequent phase of 
alteration. 
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2303 East wall The east wall is of course 

rubble with a single niche 2313 
in the centre of the wall and a 
small drain 2312 in the south 
corner, just north of the access 
door 2304.  

2300 pigsty 
2301 north wall 
2304 door 
2311 change in 
ceiling level 
2312 floor 
2313 drain 
2314 niche 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-high evidential 
value due to the presence 
of a small niche and a 
drain.  

 
2304 Door The entrance to the pigsty is a 

dutch door, with the upper and 
lower panels opening 
separately. Both panels include 
wooden latches that would 
attach to wooden stops within 
the door jamb. Below the 
upper latch is a single round 
hole. The door jamb is 1.03m 
wide and 1.76m high.  

2300 pigsty 
2303 east wall 
2305 south wall 
2306 door niche 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

The door is of high 
evidential value, showing 
some of the original 
fittings to latch the door.  
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2305 South wall The south wall of the pigsty 

includes two chutes 2307 and 
2308, each spilling into a 
trough 2309 and 2310, 
respectively. To the east of 
these trough is a small recess 
for the door 2306.  

2201 south wall of 
store 
2205 dividing wall 
2300 pigsty 
2304 door  
2306 door recess 
2307 west chute 
2308 east chute 
2309 west trough 
2310 east trough 
2311 change in floor 
level 
2312 floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value 
showing the original use 
of the space.  

 
2306 Door recess The east corner of the south 

wall incorporates a shallow 
recess to fit the door 2304. The 
recess is 0.1m deep, 0.9cm 
wide, and 1.76m high, creating 
a snug fit for the door.  

2300 pigsty 
2304 door 
2305 south wall 
2311 change in 
ceiling level 
2312 floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High-moderate evidential 
value showing original 
use of the space. The 
recess may have been 
created to create more 
space for pigs to get 
through.  

 
2307 West chute The west chute is 0.22m wide, 

0.6m deep and 0.24m high. 
The chute has a stone base 
located 0.45m above the 
trough. The base of the sill 
slants upward and widens 
toward the south widening to 

2300 pigsty 
2305 south wall 
2308 east chute 
2309 west trough 
2310 east trough 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as a 
good example of a pigsty 
chute. 
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0.41cm on the exterior of the 
pigsty.  The west chute is 
located 0.3m from the corner 
with the west wall.  

 
2308  East chute The east chute is 0.24m wide, 

0.6m deep and 0.23m high. 
The chute has a stone base 
located 0.47m above the 
trough. The base of the sill 
slants upward and widens 
toward the south widening to 
0.48cm on the exterior of the 
pigsty. The chute is located 
1.16m from the corner with the 
east wall.  

2300 pigsty 
2305 south wall 
2307 west chute 
2309 east trough 
2310 west trough 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as a 
good example of a pigsty 
chute. 

 
See 2307 

2309 West trough The west trough is 0.65cm 
long, 0.36m deep and 0.27m 
high at the rear. The west end 
of the trough abuts the west 
wall with the eastern edge 
created by an upright stone.  

2300 pigsty 
2305 south wall 
2307 east chute 
2308 west chute 
2309 east trough 
2311 change in 
ceiling level 
2312 floor

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as a 
good example of a pigsty 
trough. 
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2310 East trough The east trough made of stone 

and is larger than the west 
trough, measuring 0.8 in length 
with a depth of 0.39m and a 
height of 0.27m at the rear. The 
front of the trough is created by 
a single long stone, 0.18cm 
high, and 1.58m long and 
delineated by rounded, upright 
stones, each 0.5cm wide.  

2205 dividing wall 
2300 pigsty 
2305 south wall 
2307 east chute 
2308 west chute 
2310 west trough 
2311 change in 
ceiling level 
2312 floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as a 
good example of a pigsty 
trough. 

 
See 2309 

2311 Change in 
ceiling level 

The putlog holes located at the 
centre of the north and south 
walls indicate that the ceiling 
was raised 0.5m to its current 
level. The putlogs are 0.16m by 
0.09m located 1.8m above the 
floor level.  

2205 dividing wall 
2300 pigsty 
2301 north wall 
2203 east wall 
2304 door 
2305 south wall  
2306 door niche 
2309 east trough 
2310 west trough 
2312 floor 

Modern Moderate-high evidential 
value indicating that the 
ceiling is a more recent 
alteration.  

 



Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale: Building Recording Report 

 
 

©Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd  for Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

89 

 

No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2312 Floor The floor of the pigsty is of 

concrete with a change in level 
of 0.05m located 2.1m south of 
the north wall.  

2205 dividing wall 
2301 north wall 
2203 east wall 
2304 door 
2305 south wall 
2309 east trough 
2310 west trough 
2313 drain 

Modern  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Hight-moderate value 
showing the layout of the 
room. The step in the 
floor indicates different 
uses for the north and 
south parts of the room.  

 
2313 Drain A shallow drain is located in 

the south-west corner of the 
pigsty. It is 0.23m across and 
0.5cm high.  

2312 floor 
2203 east wall 
2304 door 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High-moderate evidential 
value as part of the 
original fabric of the 
pigsty.  
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2314 Niche A small niche is centrally 

located along the east wall. It is 
0.17m across and 0.19m high 
and located directly above the 
whitewash.  

2203 east wall Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-high evidential 
value as part of the 
original fabric of the 
pigsty. 

 
2400 
Group 

Granary The granary is composed of a 
single space above the loose 
box and pigsty. It has several 
putlog holes, indicating the 
former shelf with some 
evidence of a raised roof and 
repairs.  

2401 north wall 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Low-moderate evidential 
value. Some of the wall 
fittings are original, but 
some of the wall and all 
of the roof have been 
recently replaced.  

 
2401 North wall The north wall has two putlog 

holes 2407 on either side of a 
single truss supporting the new 
gable. The remains of a beam 
still protrude from the west 
putlog, and the east putlog has 
been blocked with a sawed bit 
of wood. These may have been 
used to hold a shelf or rack or 
may have remained from the 
construction of scaffolding. 
Below the modern truss is a 
blocked truss hole 2408. 
Though not recorded, the 

2407 putlog holes 
2408 blocked truss 
holes 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential 
value. The location of 
putlog holes is evidence 
of the construction 
techniques used, or the 
possible location of a 
shelf.  
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exterior of the barn, shows the 
presence of two putlog holes at 
the base of the wall.  

2402 East wall The east wall is composed of 
two putlogs 2407, 
symmetrically placed along the 
wall each approximately 0.2m 
wide. These may have 
originally held more shelving 
or may have remained from 
scaffolding.  

2407 putlog holes Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential 
value. The location of 
putlog holes is evidence 
of the construction 
techniques used, or the 
possible location of a 
shelf. 

 
2403 South wall The south wall contains a 

putlog 2407 and a niche 2406 
beside which is the door 2404. 
Below the modern truss is a 
blocked putlog hole 2408 
which would have contained 
the historic truss, now 
replaced.  

2404 door 
2406 niche 
2407 putlog holes 
2408 blocked truss 
holes 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential 
value. The location of 
putlog holes is evidence 
of the construction 
techniques used, or the 
possible location of a 
shelf. 
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2404 Door The door is approximately 

1.85m high and 0.8m wide 
with a stone lintel and 
threshold.  

2403 south wall 
2406 niche  

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the original 
construction of the 
building.  

 
2405 West wall The west wall shows the most 

evident sign of repair to the 
roof as there is a large scar 
along the north corner where 
repairs have raised the roof.  

2409 wall scar Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 and also 
Modern 

Low evidential value as it 
has very recently been 
altered and repaired.  

  
See 2401 

2406 Niche A niche is located on the south 
wall east of the door. It is 17m 
wide and 0.23m high 

2403 south wall 
2404 door 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate-high value as 
part of the historic fabric 
of the building.  

 



Manor House, Thornton Rust, Wensleydale: Building Recording Report 

 
 

©Northern Archaeological Associates Ltd  for Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

93 

 

No. Name Description Related Features Date Significance Photo
2407 Putlog holes 

/ beam slots 
Several putlog holes are 
located around the granary. 
Two are located symmetrically 
on the north wall, two on the 
east wall, and one on the east 
side of the south wall.  

2401 north wall  
2402 east wall 
2403 south wall  

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the construction 
or use of the space.  

 
2408 Blocked truss 

holes 
Blocked truss holes lie 
immediately below the modern 
truss, indicate the previous roof 
level. These holes are larger 
than the modern trusses and 
are 0.21m wide and 0.17m 
high.  

2401 north wall  
2403 south wall 

Modern 
1980s? 

Moderate evidential value 
as part of the construction 
or use of the space.  

 
See 2406 

2409  Wall scar Along the north corner of the 
west wall is a clear building 
scar from the recent 
reconstruction of the roof and 
parts of the wall.  

2403 west wall Modern 
1980s? 

Low value indicating 
recent alteration. 

 
See 2401 

2500 
Group 

Steps A set of six stone steps lead up 
to the granary. These steps are 
1.2m wide and approximately 
2.8m long composed of stone 
rubble reaching a height of 
c.1.75m.  

2000 Barn 
2400 Granary 
2501 Niche / dog 
kennel 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as 
part of the historic fabric 
of the building.  
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2501 Niche / dog 

kennel 
The dog kennel is 0.88m by 
0.77m by 1.22m with a 
wooden lintel. It lies directly 
under the stairs abutting the 
exterior barn wall.  

2000 Barn 
2400 Granary 
2200 Loose box 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map 
 
Barn Phase 
2 

High evidential value as 
part of the historic fabric 
of the building. 

 
3000 
Group 

Hennery 
Piggery 

The Hennery Piggery is a two-
storey structure. The upper 
storey is a terrace with low 
walls. The lower storey is a 
single room with no significant 
features. The dimensions of the 
Hennery Piggery are 3.3m by 
3.23m with a wall thickness 
varying between 0.59 and 
0.54m.   

3001 north wall  
3002 east wall 
3003 south wall  
3004 west wall 
3005 upper floor 
3006 doorway 
3007 flagstone  
3008 steps  
3009 lower floor 
3010 doorway 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as a 
pre 19th century example 
and part of a coherent 
farmstead group. 
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3001 North wall The north wall is the lowest of 

the walls along the terrace 
creating a view out towards the 
dale to the north. It is coped 
with flagstones with flagstone 
along its southern face.  

3005 upper floor 
3009 lower floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 

 
3002 East wall The east wall rises 112m above 

the level of the terrace. Built of 
stone rubble, it abuts the 
adjacent property and is coped 
with flagstones.  

3005 upper floor 
3009 lower floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 

 
See 3001 

3003 South wall The south wall has a small 
entryway leading onto small 
steps. The steps rise 0.35m 
above ground level and extend 
0.6m out from the terrace. Four 
steps descend to the west from 
the terrace.  

3005 upper floor 
3009 lower floor  

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 
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3004 West wall The west wall is of course 

rubble with two quoin stones 
on the bottom and three quoin 
stones at the top of the wall on 
the north-east and most 
prominent corner.  

3005 upper floor 
3009 lower floor 
 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 

 
3005 Upper floor The upper floor of the Hennery 

Piggery is now a small terrace 
access from the stairs to the 
south with a view out to the 
north.   

3001 north wall 
3002 east wall  
3003 south wall 
3004 west wall 
3006 doorway 
3007 flagstones 
3008 steps

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Subsequent 
alterations 

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 
Subsequent alterations to 
create a terrace.  

 
See 3002 

3006 Doorway  The door to the upper floor has 
a jamb indicating the possible 
presence of a wooden door. 
The outer jamb is 0.85m wide 
with an inner jamb that is 
0.16cm thick and 0.69m wide.  

3005 upper floor 
3003 south wall 
3008 steps 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  
 
Subsequent 
alterations 

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric. 
Subsequent alterations 
removed the door to 
create a terrace 

 
See 3003 and 3008 

3007 Flagstones The upper floor consists of 
flagstones placed abutting the 
walls of the terrace 

3005 upper floor 
3001 north wall 
3002 west wall 
3003 south wall 
3004 west wall 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric 
of the building and has 
remained following the 
construction of the 
terrace.  

 
See 3002 
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3008 Steps The steps to the terrace of the 

Hennery Piggery are of stone 
rubble with flagstone treads. 
Four steps rise from east from 
the south-west corner of the 
Hennery Piggery. The steps are 
0.60m wide, and 0.35m above 
ground level.  

3005 upper floor 
3003 south wall 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as 
part of the original fabric 
of the building. 

 
3009 Ground floor The ground floor is a single 

room with no windows and a 
single door. There was no 
evident drain.  

3001 north wall 
3002 east wall 
3003 south wall 
3004 west wall  
3010 doorway  

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as a 
surviving Hennery 
Piggery. The lower floor 
has little alteration.  
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3010 Doorway The door is 1.45m high, 0.56m 

deep and 0.63m wide with a 
stone lintel. 

3004 west wall 
3009 ground floor 

Pre 1839 
Tithe map  

High evidential value as a 
surviving Hennery 
Piggery. The doorway is 
in situ has little alteration. 
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Manor House Farm: farmstead layout
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Manor House Farm: map regression Figure 3
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Manor House Farm: fields recorded as being used by or belonging to Manor House Farm
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Manor House Farm: cheese room and dairy plan and elevations
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Manor House Farm: plan of byre, loose box, pigsty and granary Figure 6
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Manor House Farm: plan of hennery piggery
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