
 

 

PARISH INFORMATION FROM YDNPA:  NOVEMBER 2019 
      
 

CURRENT ISSUES 
(Click on the hyper-links below to access more information) 
 

1. Local Plan of the National Park 

The National Park Authority decided in March that the next local plan will run from 2023 to 
2040 and will cover the whole of the National Park area.  When finished, it will replace the 
current Yorkshire Dales Local Plan 2015-2030 and the separate local plans that cover the 
parts of Eden, South Lakeland and Lancaster that were designated National Park in August 
2016.  A new Plan is needed to respond to the changes taking place in the economy, a 
declining rural population and emerging government policy on new housing. 

In December the Authority will be consulting Parish Councils and other key stakeholders to 
ask about the development issues and opportunities that the new Local Plan should address. 
This is very likely to include issues around land for housing, farm diversification and tourism. 

The Authority and the local district councils have commissioned a study to examine the 
changes that are taking place to the National Park’s economy and the forecast changes in 
population which might affect future community sustainability.  This evidence will help to 
inform the new Local Plan.  The study is expected to be published in December, to coincide 
with the public consultation. 

 

2. Flooding in Swaledale 

Following a 1 in 1,000 years rainfall event on 30 July, significant damage was caused to 
farmland, properties, roads and bridges in Swaledale.   In September, the Government 
opened the Farming Recovery Fund 2019, and the Authority is now providing advice and help 
to farmers wanting to access the Fund.  The floods also caused significant damage to rights of 
way, and nationally-important buildings and monuments.  The Authority is working with local 
partners to try to secure the funding needed to make good the damage and to invest in natural 
flood management measures that might help to limit the scale of future flood events. 

 

3. Climate change 

In September, the Authority declared a ‘climate emergency’, reflecting the serious threat to the 
future of the National Park.  The National Park Management Plan includes a specific section 
on climate change, with the ambition of the Park becoming net zero carbon by 2040 at the 
latest.  The ambition is supported by 8 shorter term objectives (including a radical increase in 
peatland restoration, and more woodland planting).  The Authority will be working with local 
partners – including other local authorities – to drive forward progress on these objectives.   

The Authority has already reduced greenhouse gas emissions from its own operations by 62% 
since 2005, and directly funded the planting of over 90 hectares of new woodland in the 
National Park.  The Authority will be producing a new action plan to reduce emissions further, 
and this should be published in March 2020. 

 

4. Attracting younger people to the National Park 

The local district councils and the National Park Authority are working together to try to halt 
the decline in the number of people of working age living in the National Park.   Some work 
has been under way for a while (for example through the Great Place: Lakes to Dales project 
being led by South Lakeland and Craven District Councils).  It is hoped that – by working in a 
more co-ordinated way across the whole of the National Park – action can taken to increase 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/05/NPMP-2019-24.pdf
https://www.lakesanddales.org/


 

 

employment opportunities; build more new housing, including community-led housing, and 
improve communications through broadband and mobile networks.  Any parish council 
interested in getting involved with the initiative should contact 
peter.stockton@yorkshiredales.org.uk to register their interest. 
 
 

5. National Park Management Plan - Annual Forum 

The 2019 Annual Forum will be held on 29 November at Middleham Key Centre.  The Forum 
brings together many of the bodies that operate in the National Park, and who are responsible 
for implementing the objectives set out in the National Park Management Plan.   The current 
Plan was published last December, and the first year’s progress report can be viewed on our 
website here.  The theme for this year’s Forum will be on how the Plan will help to tackle the 
‘environment and climate emergency’.  All Parish Councils have been invited. 

 

6. Electric Car Charging Points 

Electric Car Charging Points have recently been installed in the public car parks at 
Grassington and Hawes.  A further charging point will be installed at Aysgarth this Autumn. 
Payment is via PodPoint and all the user instructions are on the machine. 

 

7. Parish Forums 

The next meetings of the ‘Parish ‘Forums’ will be held in Spring 2020.  Details will be posted 
on the website shortly  – follow the link above).   If you have an item that you would like to 
discuss at a future Forum, please send details to julie.payne@yorkshiredales.org.uk.   
 

 
 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FROM THE AUTHORITY 
(Click on the hyper-links below to get more information) 
 
1. Sustainable Development Fund 

Funding is still available for 2019/20 for local projects that would have economic, social and 
environmental benefits.  Details at Yorkshire Dales - Sustainable Development Fund. 

 
2. Conservation Areas 

Funding for projects that help preserve or enhance Conservation Areas.  

 
3. Woodlands 

Funding is available to farmers and land-owners to create new woodlands, or improve 
woodland management. 

 
4. Catchment Sensitive Farming  

The Yorkshire Dales - Catchment Sensitive Farming initiative provides grants for works to 
improve farm infrastructure so as to reduce diffuse pollution.  

mailto:peter.stockton@yorkshiredales.org.uk
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/05/NPMP-2019-24.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/06/2019-NPMP-Annual-Progress-Report.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about/living-and-working/parish-councils-and-forum-meetings/
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