
 
 
 
Information regarding Ash Dieback 
 
First recorded in 2012, Ash Dieback (caused by the non-native invasive fungus 
hymenoscyphus fraxineus) is now widespread across the whole of the UK – presenting a 
threat to the UK’s treescape on a scale not seen since the Dutch Elm disease epidemic of 
the 1970s. It has been estimated that ash dieback will kill up to 95% of ash trees in the UK 
and cost British society £15 Billion, as well as changing the appearance of the landscape 
and threatening many species which rely on ash.  
 
The landscape of the Yorkshire Dales in particular is characterised by important ancient 
semi-natural ash woodlands, and hedges and individual ash trees that are important for 
providing connections between habitats. As the disease becomes more obvious within this 
landscape we are inevitably receiving more enquiries about the disease, particularly from 
concerned landowners wanting advice on how to manage their trees that are infected. If 
you have or receive any concerns or questions these can be directed to the National Park 
Authority. 
 
Dealing with trees infected with ash dieback is no different to how any other diseased or 
dangerous tree would be treated. When a dangerous tree becomes a threat to public 
safety, because it is overhanging a building or public right of way for example, it needs to 
be dealt with as soon as possible. The responsibility of care lies with the landowner to 
ensure that any trees within their ownership are not posing a threat to the safety of the 
public, and it is their responsibility to remove the tree or carry out works in order to make it 
safe – after checking and obtaining the necessary permissions from the relevant Authority. 
 
The situation of the dying ash tree is also compounded because the disease weakens the 
trees natural immune system, which makes the wood fibre extremely brittle, making felling 
ash trees potentially problematic for tree surgeons. The tree is then susceptible to other 
diseases, such as honey fungus.  
 
But it is not all bad news. Initial findings suggest that there might be some ash trees 
tolerant to the disease, meaning the population could eventually recover over time. This is 
why we are encouraging the retention of as many ash trees as possible and allowing them 
to decline naturally (where it is safe to do so), in the hope that these dieback-tolerant trees 
can be identified and their seed allowed to naturally regenerate. We are also helping to 
future proof the resilience of our woodlands to future diseases and climate change by 
using a wide mix of native species when planting new woodlands, and managing the 
spread of other diseases and pests by carrying out biosecurity measures. You can do your 
bit to help by cleaning your shoes and bike wheels before and after visiting a woodland, 
and avoiding taking plant material or cuttings from the countryside. 
 
If you are interested about the disease and would like some further reading, The 
Woodland Trust and Forestry Commission have some excellent information and resources 
on their websites:  



 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/tree-pests-and-diseases/key-
tree-pests-and-diseases/ash-dieback/ 
 
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/pest-and-disease-resources/ash-
dieback-hymenoscyphus-fraxineus/ 
 
If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact the National Park 
Authority. 
 
01756 756100 
trees@yorkshiredales.org.uk 
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