
 
 

Meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
To be held on Tuesday 18 October 2011 

1.15pm at Yoredale, Bainbridge 
 
 
Meeting to Commence at 1.15pm 
 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies 

3. Approval of minutes, and matters arising (not on the agenda) 

4. Public Question time – three minutes per speaker (those wishing to speak should 

make themselves known to the Secretary at the start of the meeting or in advance 

of the meeting)  

5. Future Forum Meetings 

- Agenda Items 

- Dates  

6. On-site signage in the YDNP relating to access and recreation 

7. The YDNPA’s policy on the removal of stiles and replacement with gates 

8. Introduction to Huddle  

9. Proposed woodland, Dentdale 

10. Report back from Advisory Groups: 

• Access on Foot  

• Access for All  

• Caves and Crags Access  

11. Secretary’s Report (Items for note and consideration by Forum Members) 

12. Update on members’ activities (Brief reports of activities relating to the Forum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Item No. 6 
 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 18 October 2011 
 

On-site signage in the Yorkshire Dales National Park relating to access 

and recreation 

 
 
Purpose of the report  
 
This report seeks to outline the policy and principles of the  National Park Authority with 
regard to general signing in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, as requested by Members 
of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum at it’s meeting on the 21 June 2011. 
 
 
Background 
 
The key policy document which addresses these issues is ‘Special Qualities, Special 
Experiences, 2010. Section 4.3 considers ‘Information, orientation and interpretation’, and 
the main points are: 
 

‘A barrier to residents’ and visitors’ access to the National Park can be lack of 
information, both before and during a visit.   
 
To avoid possible confusion it is useful to clarify what we mean by the terms 
used in this report. ‘Information’ is definite knowledge acquired, or supplied 
about something.  ‘Orientation’ is becoming accustomed to a new situation or 
set of surroundings. ‘Interpretation’ is defined as ‘a communication process 
designed to reveal meanings and relationships of our cultural and natural 
heritage to the public, through first-hand involvement with an object, artefact, 
landscape or site’ (Interpretation Canada 1973).  Information is not the same as 
interpretation, though some information may have an interpretative element.’   
 
‘Information (e.g. in the form of circular and linear walk leaflets, and signing and 
way-marking of promoted routes ‘on the ground’) is often the best way to help 
people find their way around the area and become accustomed to new 
surroundings. 
 
We have a long-standing policy of keeping any way-marking to the minimum 
needed to orientate people in their surroundings. However, a case can be made 
for using symbols or numbers to mark a specific route (e.g. circular walk or 
linking route between settlements), to instil confidence amongst those who 
would not normally follow a map or way-marked route. 
 
Interpretation 
 



Interpretation helps people to understand and appreciate the heritage that 
surrounds them and to find their own meaning in it. It is a strong tool to build 
appreciation of the National Park’s special qualities and to alter behaviour, 
where appropriate. Good interpretation reflects the special qualities of the 
National Park, can be tailored to individual sites, can engage a variety of 
audiences with varied learning styles and needs, and can provide visitors with 
access to learning experiences all year round.   
 
In past years, the majority of our interpretation projects have been outdoor 
interpretation panels. However, in many areas a saturation point has been 
reached so we now seek to use alternative methods of interpretation and 
encourage the development of more creative, innovative approaches to 
transmitting the special qualities of the National Park, and empowering positive 
and responsible actions.  We are using new technology, which includes MP3 
downloads, geocaching trails and a trail using Bluetooth technology at 
Grassington. 
 
Each interpretative project must be appropriate to the project’s location, 
National Park messages, and audience. The audience for each project should 
be clearly identified at the outset to ensure an audience-focused project, which 
appeals to a range of learning styles and where possible, hands-on (interactive) 
learning. 
 
A branding for outdoor interpretation panels and signs across the National Park 
was developed several years ago. The Yorkshire Dales National Park style, 
including the distinctive green border, is now in use successfully across the 
National Park by several partner organisations and community organisations as 
well as ourselves. Our interpretation strategy explains in more detail our 
approach to this area of work’ 
 

The Interpretation Strategy can be provided to Members if requested. 
 
Special Qualities, Special Experiences contains a number of guiding principles which 
shape the policy and overall approach taken by the National Park Authority. 
 

Orientation – guiding principles 
 
Information signs 
A sign should only be erected where: 
 
1. There is a statutory requirement to do so; or 
2. There is a need to manage visitor behaviour in order to protect conservation 

or other interests and a sign is the most effective way of doing this, and its 
provision is less damaging than the problem it is seeking to prevent; or 

3. There is a need to convey information to the public in order to pursue the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s purpose of promoting 
understanding and enjoyment, a sign is the only and most effective way to 
do this, and its provision would be environmentally acceptable. 

 



• We will try to remove unnecessary and misleading signs from all areas, 
and persuade others to also remove unnecessary signs. 

 

• Where possible we will try to use subtle visitor management techniques to 
direct people to their chosen destination.  

 
Way-marking (arrows and fingerposts) 
 
The only statutory requirement is for a finger post to indicate where a right of 
way leaves a metalled road. Any other ‘way-marking’ will depend on the 
location: 
 

• From settlements and other developments in the main Dales, way-marking 
will be used to the extent necessary to orientate visitors, and give them 
confidence in their surroundings. 

 

• In rural lowland areas and tributary dales, way-marking will be basic but 
clear to avoid ‘over-management’ and will be unobtrusive within the 
surroundings. 

 

• In open upland areas, the use of way-marks will only be used out of legal 
necessity or where required as an aid to navigation, with the aim of 
ensuring that any signs of human activity are minimal given that typical 
users could be expected to carry a map and compass. 

 
Open Access Symbol 
 
The provision of open access signage will be the minimum necessary to make 
clear to the public the boundaries of access land and the location of access 
rights. 
 
 
Interpretation – guiding principle 
 
The following criteria are used for the assessment of new interpretation 
projects: 

• contribution to National Park purposes and priorities 

• resources available, value of resources required 

• style, content and tools appropriate to audience, theme and location 

• type of target audience and accessibility of outputs 

• timescale and achievability 

• sustainability and environmental impact 

• creativity and innovation 

• baseline information available and ease of evaluation of the project outputs 

• contribution to regional and national strategies. 
 

 
Conclusion 
 



In conclusion, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority has a clear policy and guiding 
principles in relation to orientation and interpretation signing, which we will continue to 
implement.  
 
Where there is a statutory requirement to erect a sign, such as where a Public Right of 
Way leaves a metalled road, in addition to the guiding principles we will always endeavour 
to indicate designation, destination and distance of the route in question. 
 
Officers have also considered outline guidance from North Yorkshire County Council in 
relation to the signing and way-marking of Public Rights of Way. As a result, the Authority 
may well adopt some of the good practice suggestions from the document. However, 
discussions are still ongoing about the extent that partners, such as North York Moors 
NPA and our own Authority, will need to implement the guidance.  
 
 
Action for the Forum 
 
Members are asked to note the report. 
 
 
Background Papers 
 
Special Qualities, Special Experience (an integrated recreation and tourism strategy – 
policy and principles) published May 2010. 
 
 
 
 
Alan Hulme 
Head of Ranger Services 
September 2011 



Item No. 7 
 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 18 October 2011 
 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s Policy on the Removal of 
Stiles and Replacement with Gates 

 
 
 
Purpose of the report  
 
This report seeks to outline the National Park Authority’s policy and principles with regard 
to the removal of stiles and replacement with gates, as requested by Members of the 
Yorkshire Dales Access Forum at it’s meeting on the 21 June 2011. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) has a long history of access 
improvements within the National Park, especially with regard to the removal of stiles and 
improving access opportunities, dating back to the first review of the National Park Plan in 
June 1984 which stated:  
 

R19 (b) will encourage, where practical, the retention, rehabilitation and 
maintenance of existing stone stiles. 

 
The First Review also stated that: 
 

R32 The National Park Committee will continue to have regard to the needs of 
the disabled in the design and implementation of its recreational projects and 
programmes. 

 
Although not specifically stated, these actions were interpreted and implemented with the 
view to remove ladder stiles and increase access opportunities (stiles to gates) as 
individual circumstances allowed, but always taking into account the significance of any 
heritage features. 
 
Over the years these basic principles have been refined and developed to what we have 
today in our policy document ‘Special Qualities, Special Experiences’ (an integrated 
recreation and tourism strategy – policy and principles), published May 2010.  The main 
guiding principle in relation to the replacement of stiles with gates is: 
 

Wherever an existing right of way is being maintained, every opportunity to 
replace difficult barriers with more accessible features will be considered (for 
example, replacing a ladder stile with a gap or gate). The less remote a route, 
the more stringently this criterion will be applied.  
(‘Special Qualities, Special Experiences’ Section 4 page 44, May 2010). 

 



This is supported with the general statement that: 
 

All visitors to, and residents of, the National Park should be able to enjoy its 
special qualities, no matter what their level of physical ability. They should be 
able to decide for themselves whether or not a public right of way or recreation 
opportunity is suitable for them as individuals. This is given the shorthand term 
of ‘Access for All’. Addressing Access for All issues is an integral part of our 
management. Improving access for people with limited mobility can also benefit 
the able-bodied by making routes easier to use. 
(‘Special Qualities, Special Experiences’, paragraph 84 page 44, May 2010) 

 
This document, along with Defra Guidance and British Standard specifications, guide our 
works not only in relation to the replacement of stiles with gates but accessibility (Access 
for All) generally. In turn, this allows us to achieve our overall aim in the National Park 
Management Plan 2007 -12. 
 

There will be opportunities for access and recreation in the National Park for all 
ages and abilities and from every sector of society to enjoy the special qualities 
of the Yorkshire Dales and derive a sense of well-being from their experiences. 

 
In addition, the Authority also follows Guidance from Defra and British Standard 
specifications BS 5709:2006 in delivering its delegated duties for the maintenance of the 
Public Rights of Way network. 
 
In October 2010, Defra published a document titled, ‘Authorising Structures (gaps, gates 
and stiles) on Rights of Way’, (Good practice guidance for local authorities on compliance 
with the Equality Act 2010). Although this relates to guidance for new structures, many of 
the principles within this document guide our decision making process on a daily basis 
whilst maintaining the existing network. 
 
Where there are to be new structures it is clear that we endeavour to implement the least 
restrictive option. Some refer to this as the ‘gap, gate’ system of solutions and these will at 
the least meet the appropriate British Standard. However, on the existing network with 
existing structures, it is open to us as an authority to make incremental improvements to 
accessibility by negotiating agreements with landowners. This is where, with the co-
operation of land owners, we have made significant progress over the years. Indeed we 
can see this from the Maintenance Plan Records over the last four years, March 2007 to 
March 2011. 
 
Description March 2007 March 2011 Result 
Ladder Stiles 612 474 Decrease of 138 
Hand Gates 827 1022 Increase of 195 
Kissing Gates 142 177 Increase of 35 
Field Gates 2756 2852 Increase of 96 

 
 
 



Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, the YDNPA takes every opportunity to seek to improve and enhance access 
when opportunities arise.  
 
When installing new furniture, either through Map Orders or requests from land owners 
under section 147 of the Highways Act (power to authorise the erection of infrastructure for 
the purposes of agriculture or forestry), then we will follow the least restrictive option - 
either a gap or a gate (to British Standard BS 5709:2006). Indeed the British Standard will 
be included on any new Map Orders as standard in relation to new works required. 
 
In relation to the development and management of the existing network and existing 
infrastructure we will continue to work with local communities, landowners, land managers 
and users, as outlined in the Yorkshire Dales: Today and Tomorrow 2007–12 
Management Plan to enhance opportunities. 
 
 
Action for the Forum 
 
Members are asked to note the report. 
 
 
Background Papers 
 
Special Qualities, Special Experience (an integrated recreation and tourism strategy – 
policy and principles) published May 2010 
 
Gaps, gates and stiles – Specification BS 5709:2006, British Standards 
 
Authorising Structures (gaps, gates & stiles) on rights of way (Good practice guidance for 
local authorities on compliance with the Equality Act 2010., Version 1, October 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Hulme 
Head of Ranger Services 
September 2011 
 
 



 1 

Item No. 8 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 21 June 2011 
 

Huddle – a network site for Local Access Forums 
 
 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
The purpose of this report is to update members about Natural England’s progress with 
Huddle, the electronic workspace for Local Access Forums, and to inform members about 
Natural England’s future plans for preparing LAFs for the interaction with Huddle.  
 
 
Background 
 
Natural England no longer has the funds to support an England Access Forum (EAF). The 
responses they received from Local Access Forums for the EAF review (only 
approximately 10 out a possible 81) gave mixed messages, and it was clear that not all 
LAFs were supportive of the EAF.  
 
However, one of the consistent messages to come out of the EAF review was the need for 
a better way for Local Access Forums to communicate directly with Natural England and 
Defra. Therefore, Natural England has proceeded with creating the Huddle technology, 
believing that this is the most effective tool for providing this.  
 
Huddle is hoped to replace the EAF and the role of Regional Coordinators (RCs), who will 
no longer be in place as from 1 April 2012, and it is hoped that all LAFs will be interacting 
with Huddle before this time.  
 
It has been acknowledged by Natural England that not all Local Access Forums may wish 
to buy into the concept of Huddle, especially those who are not on email, or do not have 
internet access. Local Access Forums are not forced to engage with Natural England, or 
accept their support in this way if they do not wish to.  
 
 
Cost and management 
 
A ‘Huddle Group’ has been set up at Natural England to continually monitor and manage 
the workspace. Huddle is currently being funded by Defra, but in April 2012, Huddle and 
any Huddle managers and Officers will be paid for by Natural England, including any user 
expense. LAFs are not expected to pay anything at all.  
 
Minor adjustments and improvements are still being made to Huddle, and Natural England 
are very conscience about ensuring that it is appropriate to the needs of LAFs on the 
ground, and are very open to comments. It is being advised that LAFs sign on to Huddle 
as soon as possible after training, to make the most of Natural England’s, and the RCs, 
support at this time. 
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Training process and timescales 
 
Natural England has already begun promoting Huddle and its benefits to the wider LAF 
community, and has produced a flyer to outline these (appendix 1). 
 
Natural England’s aim is to ensure that all Local Access Forums are given the opportunity 
to be up and running with Huddle before April 2012 and it is the priority of Natural England 
and the Regional Coordinators to provide the training and make sure that this happens.  
Each LAF will be asked to identify a Huddle Champion, who will be trained to use and 
understand the protocols and etiquette around the workspace, and who will ultimately be 
responsible for feeding back to the forum.  
 
The roll out of Huddle to individual LAFs will be a three stage progress and aims to meet 
the timescale as follows: 
 

1. RCs to be trained by Natural England’s Huddle managers by August/September 
2011. 

2. RCs to train LAF secretaries and/or Chairs by November 2011, and to help identify 
a Huddle Champion in each LAF. 

3. RCs to invite all reps onto Huddle by December 2011. 
 
It is hoped that at least one member from each LAF will be engaged with Huddle by 
February 2012 as Natural England aim to organise a Huddle launch event with the Minister 
in February/March, where the minister will be invited to host a ‘Huddle discussion’. 
 
 
Actions for the Forum 
 
The YDAF may wish to consider their future involvement with the Huddle workspace, and 
consider identifying a Huddle Champion to be responsible for this if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Access Development Officer 
October 2011 
 
 



 

 

What can Huddle do for you? 
 

The User Friendly Network site for Local Access Forums 

 
Direct Contact with the Defra Minister Richard Benyon – the Minister has committed to hosting 
discussion events through Huddle so you can put your questions directly to him. 
 
Links with other Forums – you can invite specific LAFs to join your discussion or see a whiteboard 
(this is a notice board where you can post links to interesting articles or information). This means you 
have a wider network than just your Region. Coastal LAFs can make links, Urban or Upland LAFs can 
establish their own groups to share similar issues. The possibilities are endless. 
 
Advice - use the Discussion or Whiteboard Tabs to pose questions. Your answer may come from 
DEFRA, Natural England, a local authority or another LAF. Use the People Tab to find an expert to ask 
(each person who is registered on Huddle has a ‘profile’ in which they can let others know their skills and 
experience). 

 
 
Collaborative working – use the File Tab to work on a document together, get the support of other 
LAFs to hone your work. Want to make a joint response with several LAFs then use the File Tab to work 
together. 
 
Mentoring – need a bit of extra support with a tricky response, ask a LAF who has dealt with a similar 
issue to support you. 
 
Keep up to date with new advice, guidance, legislation – use the Whiteboard Tab to post any 
information which you feel would be relevant and share it with other LAFs 

Create an online central library - Upload your documents and presentations to the File Tab and create 
a central library of specialised information.  

Access to information – save time by not reinventing the wheel – where you have a problem or 
situation, you can search for documents and read how other people have tackled a similar issue. 
Providing you with the opportunity to search, read, adapt and apply the knowledge to your own situation. 

 
Check what’s new –Check out the ‘What’s new’ section for the latest discussions and file updates. We 
will be setting protocols to ensure that you only get alerted to things that may interest you so you 
shouldn’t get unwanted automated emails. 
 
Convenient – reduce your travelling needs as you can do all these amazing things from the comfort of 
your own home. 
 
Reviewed and improved – Natural England will be monitoring its use and we have put together a small 
group of people including LAF members, Regional Coordinators and internal staff to listen to your 
feedback and make sure that it fulfils your needs. 
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Item No. 9 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 18 October 2011 
 

Proposed New Native Woodland consultation, Dentdale 
 
 
 
Purpose of the report 
 
The purpose of this report is for members to confirm the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
comments regarding the proposed new native woodland in Dentdale. 
 
 
Background 
 
Members of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum agreed on a number of comments in 
response to the memorandum and agreed plan in Appendix 1, for the proposed tree 
planting scheme. The response was sent to Phill Hibbs, Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority’s Trees and Woodland Officer, on the 19 September 2011.  
 
The comments of the YDAF can be seen below: 
  
 

The Yorkshire Dales Access Forums comments on the proposed new native 
woodland in Dentdale 

 

 

As the planting is for native British trees in a red squirrel area the proposal is generally 
supported by the YDAF. However, the YDAF wish to make the following comments: 
 

1. The present area as open access would be lost in the review following planting. 
Therefore, the YDAF would like to see an access agreement for the whole area to 
ensure that access can continue, and for the woodland to be open to public access 
as soon as practically possible following the tree planting works. 

 
2. The fences should remain in place for no longer than 10 years and then be 

removed unless a further application is made to extend the time. There should be 
regular access points along the boundary fences to allow access and prevent 
access being obtained by climbing the fences. Any top wire should be plain wire 
and not barbed. 

 
3. There should be an access point on the Coal Road below Dent Station to allow 

direct access to the bridleway on the west side of the planting. 
 

4. The planting boundary should be shown on the map of the agreed proposals and 
should not be altered without further consultation. 
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5. The trees should be kept well down from the walled lane at the NW edge to protect 
the wall and preserve the views. 

 
6. Along the SE edge there is an enclosure marked on the OS map – the planting 

should be kept away from this to protect the wall/stones/historic feature. 
 
 
 

Action for the Forum 
 
YDAF Members may wish to note and confirm the response. 
 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Access Development Officer 
October 2011 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memorandum 
 

To Wildlife Conservation, Jane Le Coq, Rob White, Paul Wilkinson  

From Phill Hibbs  

Ref  

Subject New Native Woodland, Dentdale  Date 10/08/11 

 

Dear All, 

Please find attached a plan of a proposed new native woodland in Dentdale. (Grid ref SD 

759 877). 

The proposal is to create around 13Ha of new woodland within the boundary shown on the 

attached map. It is proposed that scheme would follow the contour lines of the valley, and 

not necessarily fill the entire boundary 

The scheme lies within the Red Squirrel buffer zone so suitable species will be chosen to 

reflect this. 

I would be grateful if you could send any comments and observations that you may have 

on the proposal to me by the 24/08/11. 

Many thanks Phill 
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Item No. 10 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 18 October 2011 
 

Report Back from Yorkshire Dales Advisory Groups  
 
 
Advisory Group Meetings 
 
At the May 2007 meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, a paper was presented on 
the establishment of advisory groups to look at individual recreational activities.  The remit 
of these groups is to: 
 

• exchange information, and provide a formal mechanism for communication and 
raising issues of concern amongst users, the YDAF, and other interests; 

• advise on the management of specific matters. 
 
The following arrangements have been made for the meetings of the groups: 
 
 
Access on Foot Advisory Group  
 
The last meeting of the Access on Foot Advisory Group was on 21 September 2011.  The 
draft minutes of this meeting are in appendix 1. The date of the next meeting is yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
 
Access for All Advisory Group  
 
The last meeting of the Access for All Advisory Group was on 25 July 2011. The draft 
minutes of this meeting are in appendix 2. The date of the next meeting is yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
 
Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group 
 
The last meeting of the Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group was on 26 May 
2011. The draft minutes of this meeting are in appendix 3.  The next meeting will be 24 
November 2011. 
 
 
Air Sports Advisory Group 
 
The next meeting of the Air Sports Advisory Group has yet to be confirmed. 
 
 
Water Sports Advisory Group 
 
The next meeting of the Water Sports Advisory Group has yet to be confirmed. 
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Cave and Crag Access Advisory Group 
 
The last meeting of the Cave and Crag Access Advisory Group was on 23 September 
2011. The draft minutes of this meeting will be circulated at the next YDAF meeting. The 
date of the next meeting is yet to be confirmed. 
 
 
Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group 
 
The last meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group was on 25 
November 2010.  The notes of this meeting are in appendix 4. The next meeting will be 
on 17 November 2011. 
 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Access Development Officer 
October 2011
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Appendix 1 
 

Meeting of the Access on Foot Advisory Group 
Held on Wednesday 21 September 2011 

Yoredale, Bainbridge 
 

Present: 
Brian Jones (BJ)   Ramblers Association 
Malcolm Petyt (MP)   Ramblers Association 
Joy Greenwood (JG)  Ramblers Association 
Neil Heseltine (NH)   Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
David Seaman (DS)   Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
    
YDNPA Officers present: 
Alan Hulme (AH)   Ranger Services Manager 
Matt Neale (MN)   Area Ranger (Upper Wensleydale) 
Corinne Hirst (CH)   Survey & Admin Officer 
 
 
1. Welcome and apologies 
 
MP welcomed everyone to the meeting and everyone was introduced. Apologies were 
received from Jane Gill (JG), David Gibson (DG), George Bateman (GB), Keith Wadd 
(KW), Bernard Ellis (BE) and David Bartlett (DB). 
 
 
2.  Approval of notes of the last meeting 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record. 
 
MP was unclear about the meaning of paragraph one, page four “DG wondered what will 
happen in 2025 to the UUR routes, and if footpaths and bridleways would continue to 
remain on the list of streets, which have no rights of access but are still maintained by the 
public”. 
 
AH explained that the word ‘will’ should be between the words ‘which’ and ‘have’. 
 
Item 4 – The Farmoor Bridge awards are still ongoing. The Three Peaks Project has won 
the EOCA award and work has started between Pen-y-gent and Lodge Hall.   
 
AH to ask Steve Hastie to put a presentation together for next meeting, 
including future ideas for development of the project 

 
BJ informed AH that the Ramblers could help to distribute fliers regarding the best route to 
take along the Three Peaks route.  
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3. Update on the financial situation 
 
This remains the same as outlined at the last meeting. The YDNPA is still having 
discussions with NYCC regarding the return of some duties to them. These include the 
involvement level in the definitive map and the maintenance of larger foot and bridleway 
bridges. 
 
 
4. Open Access 
 
a)  Tree Planting at High Ellershaw Edge 
NH has concerns with this regarding nature conservation and keeping open access land 
open, and also with the practicalities of the fencing surrounding the woodland. AH 
informed the group that part of the YDNPA’s Management Plan objectives are to increase 
the amount of woodland within its boundaries, but that there has been no formal access 
plan submitted and he would like to see one as part of any woodland development 
proposals.   
 
b)  Registration of Unregistered Commons 
As DG was unable to attend the meeting this item would be moved onto the next agenda 
 
 
5. DMMO/Diversions for interest and concern 
 
AH gave a presentation of some of the applications for Map Orders currently being dealt 
with. The presentation highlighted the sort of problems that the Definitive Map team 
encounter and the amount of work that goes into each case. 
 
 
6. RT/UUR Routes 
 
MP said it was difficult to find any information about RT routes; AH will try to produce 
something on this subject.  On UUR routes the expected paper from Doug Huzzard had 
still not materialised. 
 
 
7. Planning Applications 
 
There were no planning applications to report back on at this time.  
 
 
8. Signage 
 
a)  Access for All comments 
MH had been asked by the Access For All Advisory Group to speak to the rangers 
regarding the possibility of lowering the height of fingerposts and put Braille on them so 
that people with visual impairments could read them. AH informed the group that there is 
an Access Officers meeting coming up and that he would speak to them and ask if anyone 
does something similar to this. DS did not see this as a practical way to spend the 
YDNPA’s funding. 
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b)  Long distance routes – Coast to Coast updates 
The Wainright Society have been considering the way marking of the Coast to Coast and 
also the Pennine Journey and they have been in touch with the Ramblers Association 
regarding support for the way marking of the Pennine Journey– the YDNPA are waiting to 
hear back from them on both routes. 
 
 
9.  YDNPA Policy on inappropriate signs in the countryside 
 
The group discussed a photograph of a riverside, fishing/electrocution sign on a low 
wooden post, which demonstrated a good example of signage that is more fitting for use in 
a national park.  
 
The YDNPA has a policy on inappropriate signs in the countryside, which follows the 
general planning legislation, through the planning system, to remove unauthorised signs.   
It was noted that the Authority do not currently have a contact for talking with statutory 
bodies, who, through the General Permitted Development order (GPDO) erect signs to 
warn the general public of hazards. However, it was agreed that these signs are not 
inappropriate other than looking out of place in the landscape.  
  
MN informed the group that previously (2 or 3 years ago) the Planning Department had 
met with a representative from the Electricity Board who erected these signs. The Area 
Rangers sent in details to the then Deputy Head of Planning of sign locations. As far as he 
was aware, nothing changed on the ground as a result of the meetings. AH said he would 
follow this up. 
 

AH to contact a representative from the appropriate electric boards regarding more 
appropriate signs in the national park 
  
  
10. Update on Pennine Bridleway – Maps 
 
AH informed the group that we now have a comprehensive set of maps for the section of 
the PBW route that goes through the YDNP, which are available to download from the  
YDNPA website.  
 
      
11. Funding from the Ramblers Association for PROW work 
 
MN had some photographic examples of works that have been carried out within the 
YDNP with relatively small donations from groups/businesses etc.  MN highlighted the  
point to the local Rambler groups that small amounts of money can make a significant 
difference. 
 
MP asked MN to put some information together that can be passed on to the Ramblers, 
please see Annex 1. 
 

RA group reps to forward on this information and feed-back to the YDNPA at the 
next Access on Foot meeting. 
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12. Member round up 
 
Nothing to be reported from Members. 
 
 
13. A.O.B 
 
AH advised the group that if members would like a presentation to be put together 
regarding Rights of Way for the next meeting to let him know. 
 

Members to let AH know if they wish to see a presentation on ROW. 

 
 
14. Date of next meeting 
 
MH to email the group with the date for the next meeting.   
 

MH to set the date for the next meeting. 
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Annex 1 
 

 
Access on Foot Advisory Group meeting, 21 September 2011 

 
As you may expect during these tight financial times, we very much welcome grants / 
donations towards the practical works that are required to help us maintain the great 
network of public rights of way in the National Park. Regardless of the size of donation, the 
contribution will always be put to good use.   
 
This is a request to local RA groups represented on the Access on Foot group, to consider 
making a small donation to the Authority to help us maintain path infrastructure in your 
areas. (Lancaster group excepted, as they have been very generous this year already!!) 
 
The examples below will give members a taste of donations received, and how the cash 
has been put to use.   
 
An important point to note is that we actively discourage placing of plaques, boards, etc 
giving details of the donation, unless they can be placed very discreetly on the structure, 
for example, a small plaque on a bridge beam. This is in a bid to try and keep the amount 
of ‘sign clutter’, often found on rights of a way, to a minimum. However, the YDNPA will 
usually issue a press release about any funding received, which is an excellent 
mechanism for raising the profile of both the donating body and the value of the public 
right of way network. 
 
Could RA group members please provide feedback to their respective committees and 
update the Access on Foot group at the next meeting, on the principle of their group 
making a donation towards our work. 
 
 
Funding from Ramblers’ Association (& other) Groups   
 
Occasionally we receive funding to help us carry out improvement work on public rights of 
way in the National Park. Donations from local Ramblers’ Association have been used to 
improve public footpaths and similarly, funding from a bridleway association group has 
enabled improvements to the surface of a route. 
 
 
Lancaster Ramblers’ Association Group 
 
The Lancaster RA group have made several donations to help fund works in the Cumbria 
part of the YDNP. The group provided £150.00, which covered the cost of materials for 
converting two awkward ladder stiles into more user friendly kissing gates. The next stile 
along the footpath (Dales Way, near coat Faw in Dentdale) was also renewed. 
 
The YDNPA has recently carried out a diversion along the Dales Way, near Lincoln’s Inn 
Bridge, Sedbergh. The original route crossed the beck, but there was no infrastructure to 
help users across. The diverted route is at a location suitable for a footbridge to be 
installed. The 11 metre timber footbridge has been delivered to site in the last few days 
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and will be installed as soon as the local ground conditions enable access across the field.  
The Lancaster group has donated £900.00 towards the cost of this project. 
 

  
New kissing gate in Dent 
 

  
11 metre timber kit bridge awaiting installation, Dales Way, Sedbergh 
 
 
British Mountaineering Council 
 
In 2010 the BMC made a contribution of £1000.00 towards a stone pitching project on 
High Lot, Ingleborough, to improve the public footpath. 
 
The total cost of the project was £11 000. This funding came through the BMC’s Access & 
Conservation project.    
 
 
West Craven Bridleway Association 
 
This group made a donation of £500 to a project that enabled the surface of the Fox Up 
bridleway to be improved. For many years a short section of timber boardwalk was the 
means of crossing a wet section of the route. Modern surfacing techniques meant that the 
boardwalk could be removed and an aggregate path could be floated across the wet 
section. This now means that horse riders in particular, can make full use of the route.  
The total project cost was £2000. 
 
 
HF Holidays 
 
HF Holidays contributed £15 000, which was 100% of the project cost for a stone pitching 
project on the northern end of Plover Hill.  Stone was helicoptered onto site and a local 
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contractor carried out the works.  HF Holidays regular use the National Park as a 
destination. 
 

   
Plover Hill, Littondale. Before the works 
 
 

  
The new stone pitched path 
 
 
Hopefully the above will give members an idea of what works can be achieved. If you 
would like more information on possible projects that you might be able to help us with, 
please get in touch with me. 
 
 
I look forward to hearing feedback from the RA members at the next meeting 
 
Regards 
 
Matt Neale – Area Ranger  
matt.neale@yorkshiredales.org.uk 
 
01969 666220 



 10

Appendix 2 
 

Unapproved Minutes of the 
Access for All Advisory Group meeting 

Held on Monday 25 July 2011  
Colvend, Grassington 

 
 
Present: 
Phil Woodyer – Chair (PW)    Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
Andrew Colley (AC)     Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
Pat Whelan (PWh)     Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
John Loader (JL)     DotSix Brailling Services 
Nicola Brown (NB)     Independus 
Roy Emmerson (RE)    Independus 
Sam Parkhouse (SP)    Open Country 
Corinne Hirst (CH)     Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
Meghann Hull (MH)     Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
 
Apologies: 
Emmeline Butler     National Trust 
Nigel Metcalfe (NM)     Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
Bob Emmerson Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

Volunteer 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
PW welcomed members to the meeting.   
 
 
2. Approval of notes of last meeting 
 
PW informed the group that Grimwith Reservoir is only accessible for part of the route but 
it is possible that it may be made fully accessible in the future.  
 

RB to re-arrange Grimwith Visit on her return to post 2012 

 
Dales Way, Kettlewell – the route from the bridge is now approximately 1km. 
 
Langcliffe Quarry – archaeologists have said it can be promoted but the wildlife 
conservation team would not like it to be promoted.   
 
Dales Volunteers – at the moment there is no recruiting for volunteers, but when there is a 
recruitment drive people with disabilities will be considered as usual. SP mentioned that 
Open Country run work parties for people with disabilities and anyone who wished to apply 
to be a Dales Volunteer were welcome to join them to assess their abilities. AC said that 
he would like to attend this. 
 
The notes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
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3. YDNPA Signage 
 
MH informed the group that signage was discussed at the last Access on Foot Advisory 
group meeting and examples of signage from NYCC were looked at. The Access on Foot 
group was happy with the YDNPA signage, but thought the Access for All group might like 
to comment from their point of view. SP wondered if people with visual impairments would 
be walking on ROW on their own in the first place. The group then discussed the 
possibility of the fingerposts being at a height that people over 5ft could touch. MH said 
she would speak to the Ranger Service about the possibilities with this.  
 

MH to speak to the Ranger service about the height of finger posts 

 
PW said he would like to see guide dog friendly routes. MH said the accessible routes 
were already suitable for guide dogs, but agreed that we could look at providing more 
information to make this clearer for guide dog users in future leaflets and on the website. 
 
 
4. Access for All leaflets 
 
The Malham and Ribblesdale Access for All leaflet is finished and in print. The MP3 
version of the leaflet is now available on the website and MH thanked JL for doing this. 
There is now a full suite of Access for All leaflets, but due to a reduced budget it is not 
possible to continue to print them and MH needs to think about the future of these 
publications. SP wondered if it would be possible to ask for a donation for the leaflets 
when giving them out. The idea of a small charge for these leaflets was discussed, but that 
they could be free to people who produced a valid blue badge. MH felt this wouldn’t be 
appropriate, because the information is also aimed at users who don’t have blue badges, 
such as families with pushchairs. MH showed the group the Lake District National Park 
‘Miles without Stiles, Accessible Walks for All’ ring binder. The LDNPA sell the binder for 
£6.99. MH said she would now like to bring all the YDNPA route information together and 
produce something similar to sell. The group agreed it would be good to bring all the 
information together in one place and SP suggested trying to get sponsorship for this. 
 

MH to look at the cost of producing a folder and bring to the next meeting. 
MH to send SP the link to the Malham and Ribblesdale Access for All leaflets. 

 
 

5. Projects 2011/12 
 
MH informed the group that she is now looking at alternative routes, following on from the 
ROW access audit. The Authority has met its target of 13 km of ROW accessible to people 
in wheelchairs. MH is currently concentrating on making 10km of routes accessible to 
people with limited mobility for 2011. AC and PW pointed out that only 0.6% of the rights of 
way were accessible and that we should be looking at routes around villages. They would 
like to see more routes in Grassington, such as Grasswood, and from Colvend to the river. 
There is already a circular route in place here but it would need some work to make it 
accessible.  AC said that he would be willing to speak to landowners about gates, and 
suggested the group wrote to Grassington Parish Council for support.   
 



 12

MH and PW to send a letter to Grassington PC asking for their support of an 
accessible route in Grassington 

 
MH informed the group that the farmer at Stainforth Foss would like to make the Footpath 
through the first two fields from the road accessible to wheelchairs. The Area Ranger is 
currently speaking to the land owner. SP asked MH if the Authority has wheelchair users 
to test these routes, and said he would also like us to use BT Countryside for our 
standards rather than By All Reasonable Means.  MH said that the YDAF had already 
agreed that any accessible surveys by the YDNPA should work to the standards set by All 
Reasonable Means. SP would like someone to go and look at routes before they are 
promoted as accessible and that if Open Country were to do this then they would like MH 
to go with them. AC would also like to be involved with this. 
 

MH to contact AC and SP when this route is looked at 

 
MH is also looking at improving access and opportunities for people with sensory 
impairments, following on from the success of the Sense the Dales event, held last year at 
Bolton Abbey.  She is looking at putting some interpretation in the form of an audio trail 
along the Malham Cove path with Karen Griffiths, Interpretation Officer, suitable for people 
with sensory impairments, and is planning on inviting a group from Henshaws to trial and 
comment on the route. She hopes to develop more for this project at Malham in the future, 
but at the moment it is currently in the very early stages. 
 
 

6. Website Update 
 
MH would like to make some improvements to the Access for All section of YDNPA’s 
website.  MH asked the group to have a look at the website and get back to her with any 
suggestions for improvements. 
 
 
7. Defra guidance – The Equality Act 

 
MH put this on the agenda as this has recently been replaced with a new document. 
 
 
8. Member round up 

 
PW attended one of the Disabled Rambler’s annual tramper days along Mastiles Lane in 
July. NB and RE also attended both these tramper days and enjoyed them very much, and 
thought that they were well organised. 

 
 

9. Any Other Business 
 
JL wondered if we are doing anything to publicise the 2012 Para-Olympics. 
 

MH to look into this 
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PWh wondered if we knew of any reason why hedges were not being cut, as this is forcing 
people to walk on the roads. James Ferguson from YDWT has been involved with the 
YDNP road verges project, working closely with the councils, who may have been asked to 
cut the grass verges at certain times of the year, so that any wildlife can be observed.  
 
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Access for All Advisory Group will be held in 
February 2012. 
 

MH will email the group to arrange date of next meeting and location      
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Appendix 3 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting of 
Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group 

Held on Thursday 26 May 2011  
Yoredale, Bainbridge 

 
 

Present: 
Ken Miller - Chair (KM)  Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
Janet Cochrane (JC)  Ride Yorkshire 
Stuart Price (SP)   Dales Mountain Biking 
John Pitcher (JP)   The Bike Livery 
Pat Whelan (PW)   Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
Mark Allum (MA)   Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority  
Cat Kilner (CK)   Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
Meghann Hull (MH)   Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
KM asked for his best wishes and congratulations to be passed on to RB on behalf of the 
group, and that they look forward to her return. KM asked everyone to introduce 
themselves for the benefit of JC. 
 
Apologies were received from: Sue Midgley (SM), Ross Suttil (RS), Zahra Smedley (ZS) 
and Alistair Thompson (AT). 
 

MH to add Jane Baker (JB) and remove Brian Lewis from the contact list for the 
Bridleways and Restricted Byways Advisory Group 

 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes 
 
The notes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Matters arising 
 
Potential Parking 
 
MH informed the group on behalf of SM that she was finding it very difficult to make any 
progress with land owners, regarding potential parking areas in the Yorkshire Dales. KM 
decided that it would be better for the BHS to feedback to the group, through their contacts 
with local farmers.  
 

BHS to feedback at the next meeting regarding potential parking areas 
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Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority car parks 
 
MH updated the group on the available parking facilities for horse riders in the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) car parks, with Stainforth being the only one with 
two specific bays for horseboxes and trailers and a mounting block, due to its location on 
the Pennine Bridleway. The other car parks, except Aysgarth and Horton, have coach 
bays and/or informal parking areas, which can be used in the past by horse riders. 
Vehicles requiring more than one marked space are asked to purchase two tickets.  
 
KM asked if it would be possible to supply mounting blocks in all YDNPA car parks, even if 
they were just large stones, out of the way of traffic. 
 

MH to look into providing mounting blocks in all suitable YDNPA car parks 

 
UCR routes  
 
MA informed the group that fingerposts have now been placed on a significant number of 
unsurfaced unclassified roads where they leave the metalled road.  
  
Cross-boundary routes 
 
Two cross boundary routes have now been flailed where they run through deep heather 
areas – these are one of the bridleways from West Scrafton and the bridleway that 
connects with the Red Way. Sub-soiling and drainage works have also been carried out to 
improve the boggy section on West Scrafton route.  These two bridleways should now be 
much easier to use although they are still remote crossings which require careful 
navigation. 
 
 
3. Pennine Bridleway Update 
 
MA updated the group on the progress and current situation with the Pennine Bridleway. 
All physical works have been completed, and all the legal creation works have been done, 
with the exception of three for Network Rail. These are the Stainforth Bridge crossing point 
at Stainforth, Farmoor underpass near Horton in Ribblesdale, and Dandry Mire Viaduct at 
Garsdale, which are not yet officially open. The route through Long Preston is also yet to 
be confirmed.  
 
A map, which will inform members of the public which sections of the route are officially 
open, is due to go on the website soon. 
 

MH to forward on the map once it is completed 

 
 
4. Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority – completed projects 2010/11 
 
Members looked through the list of completed projects for 2010/11. 
 
KM expressed his gratitude for the work done to improve the route from Bolton Castle to 
Carperby and Thoralby Lane, including all the new gate catches. He thought that this 
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would also be an ideal route for less able riders. However, he also informed the group of a 
‘no public access sign’ and a very difficult gate to get through at West End Farm, 
Carperby, causing an obstruction and spoiling this excellent route. MA said he would 
speak to the Area Ranger, Nigel Metcalfe about this. 
 

MA to speak to Nigel Metcalfe about the obstruction at West End Farm, Carperby. 

 
Members commented that Melmerby Moor provides an excellent route, but KM also 
pointed out that there was still a lot of evidence of motorbikes there. MA said he would 
keep an eye on it.  
 
KM asked if the Authority Definitive Map team had found much user evidence for the route 
through Low Lane, Thoralby. MA replied that it was uncertain whether this route was on 
the list of streets and they had received two conflicting answers for this, and are awaiting 
confirmation. 
 
JC asked how the Authority decides which routes to improve. CK replied that on-going 
survey work with Dales Volunteers play a large part, but the Rangers always welcome and 
respond to any comments – unless people inform the Rangers of any issues and pass on 
information, they may remain unaware from this viewpoint.  
 
KM also thought that this information would be useful for improving routes for less able 
riders.  
 
JC said she thought it wasn’t always appropriate for the Riding for the Disabled 
Association (RDA) to take disabled riders out of centre environments because of insurance 
issues, and it was very much dependant on the ability level of the rider.  
 
PW thought that Carriage driving might create more opportunities as it offers a larger 
element of control over the horse, as the rider can always be assisted by a fully able driver 
on the seat next to them.  
 
KM thought it would be useful to invite a representative for disabled riders along to the 
next meeting. JC said she had a contact for the North West RDA and would be happy to 
get in touch.  
 

JC to get in touch with the North West Riding for the Disabled Association, and 
pass on contact details to MH 

 
 
5. Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority – planned projects 2011/12 
 
Members looked through the list of planned projects for 2011/12. 
 
KM asked about the Fremington to Hurst route, and MA said there were plans to kick off 
some water and repair some water damage including a small landslip that has occurred. 
 
 SP also asked about the riverside erosion along the Swale, on Low Lane, which was now 
noticeably different, and pointed out the bridleway direction issues along there near the 
swing bridge. MA said he would look into these issues. 
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MA to look into the erosion on Low Lane, along the Swale, and the bridleway 
direction issues near the swing bridge 

 
KM also asked if it would be possible to look at Folly Lane from Aysgarth and Thoralby 
Stake Road. He feels that the gates along these routes are particularly bad, and there is 
no way to get through other than to get off. The ground near one of the gates is also 
particularly boggy. MA said he would speak to the Area Ranger, Nigel Metcalfe, and look 
into this. 
 

MA to speak to Nigel Metcalfe about the gates on Folly Lane, Aysgarth, and Stake 
Road, Thoralby 

 
 
6. Parking 
 
The group decided that the issue of parking had already been covered in item two, and no 
one had anything further to add. 
 
KM wondered what had happened to Bolton Castle car park, and SP said he used to take 
groups of mountain bikers there but had since been asked not to use it. The car park 
belongs to Castle Bolton but the National Park are responsible for the toilets. KM informed 
SP that Redmire Station would be a good alternative to use.  
 
 
7. Definitive Map Team Quarterly Report 
 
KM asked for an update on Marrick Priory. MA informed the group that the result of the 
public inquiry was that the existing bridleway was not going to be deleted and no additional 
bridleway was to be added.  YDNPA have no plans to currently take this further as we 
have not been able to find sufficient evidence to support a new route.  
 
KM asked MH to find out from the YDNPA Definitive Map Officer, Sheila Roberts, when 
the diversion of footpath no.14, Burton-cum-Walden at Adam Bottoms had been 
advertised, and where. He had wanted to make an objection but had not seen the advert.  
 

MH to find out the date of advertisement for the diversion of footpath no.14, Burton-
cum-Walden at Adam Bottoms 

 
KM also said he felt that the legal and public notices were very hard to find on the YDNPA 
website, and if this could be made clearer. 
  

MH to look into making legal and public notices on the website easier to locate 

 
MA informed the group that due to the retirement of the Senior Definitive Map Officer, this 
would be the last quarterly report. It is not certain yet what the new format will be for 
providing future updates on the Definitive Map work. 
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8. Information on Ride Yorkshire 
 
KM introduced JC to the group. 
 
JC gave an informative presentation on Ride Yorkshire, which aims to develop and 
promote equestrian tourism across Yorkshire, with the aim of making Yorkshire the 
principal destination in the UK for quality leisure equestrianism. JC introduced the first 
steps of the project, who was involved, the encouragement of wider group participation, 
mapping routes, promotion, establishing partner relationships, and looked forward to the 
next steps of the project. 
 

For more information, or a copy of the presentation, please contact Meghann Hull 
on meghann.hull@yorkshiredales.org.uk 

 
The presentation generated a group discussion on the opportunities for bed and breakfast 
accommodation for horse riders. KM and JC agreed that riders seemed to be requiring 
accommodation for three to five days, but not a full week. KM said that the BHS have a 
B&B list, but yet he is aware of people in the Dales who are not on the list. He also 
mentioned that a great deal amount of interest had been generated in Cumbria from a 
competition opportunity to win a free holiday and accommodation for horse and rider. 
 
JP asked JC if Ride Yorkshire had approached any large land owners, such as the 
Devonshire Estate, for possible routes around woodland areas, which would be suitable 
and open to horse riders. JC replied that she had already contacted one of the large 
estates but had run into difficulties.  
 
JC acknowledged that she believes horse riders need their own code of conduct, and she 
can fully appreciate why some land owners are anti-horse riders, generated by those who 
leave gates open and ride on crops.  
 
JC also informed the group of The Trails Trust (www.thetrailstrust.org.uk), who pay for 
landowners to open up routes available to horse riders, through their land. JC said she 
would pass on her contact details to KM. 
 

JC to pass on contact details for The Trails Trust to KM      
 
KM thanked JC for her presentation and said he was impressed with the project. However, 
he also expressed his frustration at the lack of communication he felt Ride Yorkshire had 
shown with other representatives, and acknowledged his desire to get more routes opened 
up for horse riders. 
 
 
9. Any other business 
 
SP informed the group that the guide to the mountain bike coast to coast was being re-
done, which was useful as the route is proving more popular. It is advised that groups of 
people need to book six months in advance for accommodation for this route, especially as 
the route closely follows the Coast to Coast walk route. 
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SP also asked for any updates on the bridleway between Kirkby Stephen and Tan Hill.  
MA replied that unfortunately opportunities for carrying out any improvement works in the 
Cumbria County Council area are looking very slim.  
 
SP asked MA about the Austwick to Clapham trail. MA said that the legal papers are with 
landowners to be signed. It is believed that the budget to construct the route is still 
available if the legal agreement can be finalised. 
 
 
10. Date of next meeting 
 
KM cancelled the next pre-organised meeting date of the 17 Nov 2011, as this clashed 
with another Advisory Group meeting. He asked that a new date is organised via email. 
 

MH to email the group for an alternative date for the next Bridleways and Restricted 
Byways meeting 
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Appendix 4 
 
 

Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Advisory Group Meeting 
25 November 2010 

The Victoria Centre, Settle 
 
 

Notes of Meeting 
 
 
Present: 
 
Chair: 
Dr Malcolm Petyt, YDNPA Recreation Management Member Champion 
 
Members present: 
Jon Beavan (Businessman & LAF) 
Michael Bartholomew (GLA& LAF) 
Mark Dale (4x4 users) 
Neil Hesletine (Farmer) 
Nathan Yeo (4x4 users) 
 
Officers in attendance: 
Kathryn Beardmore (YDNPA) 
Mark Allum (YDNPA) 
 
Apologies: 
David Gibson (CCC) 
Doug Huzzard (NYCC) 
Pat Whelan (Landowner & LAF) 
Stuart Monk (NYTMAG) 
Ken Miller (Horse rider & LAF) 
 
 
1. Welcome and introductions 
 
Members were welcomed to the meeting and apologies noted. 
 
 
2. Notes of previous meeting and matters arising 
 

• Members.  Contact details for Nathan Yeo have been added to the member list 
 

• Policy on the management of UURs.  It is believed that the NYCC draft policy on the 
management of UURs went to the North Yorkshire LAF for comment.  No wider 
consultation has so far taken place. 

 

• Carlton to Melmerby Moor.  The drainage work undertaken has so far worked well.   
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• Arten Gill to Widdale Foot.  Members still feel that repair work to the top section 
should be a priority if funding can be found, especially as this route is likely to be more 
popular with the opening of the Pennine Bridleway which it connects to.  

 

• Stockdale Lane.  This case has been closed by Government Office for Yorkshire and 
Humber (GOYH).  Therefore, the legal status of the route remains bridleway. 

 

• Bluecaster route.  Works to reinstate the drainage at the Bluecaster farm are 
complete. 

 

• Fremington to Hurst.  ‘Keep on track’ signs have been placed on this route with 
permission of NY Highways.  These also include the LARA and TRF logos with their 
permission which is much appreciated. 

 

• Stake Road.  Boulder and fence placement is complete, and is bedding in well.  ‘Keep 
on track’ signs have also been placed on this route. 

 

• Cumbria Police.  Contact details have been received and they have been invited to a 
co-ordination meeting with NY Police. 

 

• Arncliffe Cote.  Signage has been agreed and placed. 
 
 
3. Gorbeck Road – update on management 
 
Since the GLAG meeting in May 2010, Access Committee has finalised the decision on 
the management of Gorbeck Road.  Following a public consultation on a proposal to make 
a permanent full-time traffic regulation order, this was confirmed at their meeting on 8 July 
and the order commenced on 16 August.  The order will be reviewed in 2013 so that this 
happens at the same time as other orders. 
 
 
4. Deadmans Hill – update on management 
 
NYCC have now placed a temporary traffic regulation order on Deadmans Hill for public 
safety reasons which runs from 10 July 2010 to 9 January 2012. Signs are now in place. 
 
 
5.  Tread Lightly 
 
Information on the organisation Tread Lightly was distributed.  This organisation is looking 
to co-ordinate management and maintenance initiatives between motor vehicle users and 
local authorities.  Initially it has concentrated its efforts in Wales, but is now looking to 
expand the approach to other areas.  Members felt that much of the Tread Lightly work 
was already being taken forward in this area through GLAG. 
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6. Signage on UURs 
 
Following the last GLAG meeting, MB took a paper to the Local Access Forum on the 
signing of UURs.  The advice of the LAF was that this should be done with destination and 
distance information only. 
 
MA compiled a list of the UURs with the most significant public use and fingerposts for 
these have now been produced, and are being placed with county council permission.  A 
list of the routes covered was circulated.   
 
Action: MA to compile a full list of UURs together with whether they have 
fingerposts in place. 
 
 
7.  Any other business 
 
Press release.  YDNPA has issued a press release to keep the public informed about the 
management of green lanes in the National Park.  This has led to articles in a number of 
publications including the Yorkshire Post.  The articles published and the press release do 
not necessarily match in terms of tone or content. 
Action: MA to circulate press release to GLAG members.. 
 
Mike Bartholomew standing down. For personal reasons MB is standing down from the 
LAF and GLAG.  Mike was thanked for his contribution to the work of the group. 
 
Financial situation.  Members raised the financial situation of YDNPA and how this might 
affect ‘green lanes’ work.  KB informed the group that we are still awaiting our settlement 
details from Defra and no decisions will be taken until after this has been received.  Rights 
of way are a priority area for the Authority with regard to its expenditure, but spending on 
routes which are not recorded on the definitive map will be more problematic. 
 
Frequency of meetings.  The issue of moving to an annual meeting was again discussed.  
It was felt that this was sufficient with the provision that an extra meeting could be called if 
there were items that needed discussing.  However, it was felt that group members also 
needed to be kept up to date with issues during the year. 
Action: MA to circulate annual report in April. 
 
 

Date and venue for next meeting 

Thursday 17 November 2011, 1.30pm at Victoria Centre, Settle 
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Item No. 11 
 

Yorkshire Dales Access Forum – 18 October 2011 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
The following report brings together, in one place, a collection of items for Members 
consideration and information. 
 
 
Authority Meetings  
 
Any member of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum can attend Authority Meetings as a 
member of the public. Please contact Meghann Hull for a copy of the agenda and 
supporting papers. Please note, it is not a requirement for members of the YDAF to attend 
Authority meetings, so it is not an ‘approved duty’ and LAF members cannot claim 
expenses for attending such meetings. 
 
Authority Meeting Dates and Venues for 2011/2012: 
 
Date Venue Time 
Tuesday 13 December 2011 Yoredale, Bainbridge 9.30 am 
Tuesday 13 March 2012 Yoredale, Bainbridge 9.30 am 
 
 
Meetings of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum for 2012 
 
The following dates have been suggested for meetings during 2012: 
 
Tuesday 28 February 2012, 1.15 pm @ Yoredale, Bainbridge 
Tuesday 26 June 2012, 1.15 pm @ Yoredale, Bainbridge 
Tuesday 23 October 2012, 1.15 pm @ Yoredale, Bainbridge 
 
 
Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Membership 
 
Colin Ginger has resigned from the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum due to other 
commitments. On behalf of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority we have thanked 
him for his commitment to the work of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, and wished him 
well for the future. His position will be replaced during the next recruitment process. 
 
 
Appointment of Yorkshire Dales Access Forum Members 
 
The Local Access Forum (England) Regulations state: 
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“A member of a local access forum shall be appointed for not less than one and not 
more than three years.” 
 

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) decided that the initial period of 
appointment of individual members be staged, so that approximately one third of the 
Forum membership is renewed annually. Since that decision, it has been determined that 
appointments should be made for a period of three years to ensure that experience and 
understanding of Forum matters are retained within the Forum over time.   
 
On 31 December 2011, six of the current members will have completed their full term of 
office and will no longer serve on the Forum. There have also been two Member 
resignations during 2011. Areas of representation are affected as follows; six users and 
four representing other interests. There is also a further vacancy in the land management 
category. In Summary, there will be the following vacancies: 
 

• One representing owners and occupiers of land, to be appointed using the 
procedure set out below. 

• Four representing other interests, to be appointed using the procedure set out 
below. 

• Six to represent users, to be appointed using the procedure set out below. 
 
It is appropriate to remind Forum Members that the YDNPA may re-appoint a person who 
ceases to be a member of the Forum following the completion of their term of office.  
However, it is expected that any such Forum Member would be required to make an 
application according to the appointment procedure. The appointment process is as 
follows: 
 
Key action/events Dates 

Advertise vacancies in local press and YDNPA 
website 

4 November 2011 

Closing date for written applications 2 December 2011 

Interviews/workshops to be held 16 December 2011 

 
The suggested programme above assumes that new appointees will officially start their 
Forum duties from 1 January 2011.  

 
 
Cumbria Countryside Access Partnership 
 

The following provides a summary of the meetings of the Cumbria Countryside Access 
Partnership. Copies of the minutes and supporting papers can be requested from 
Meghann Hull by emailing her at meghann.hull@yorkshiredales.org.uk or phoning on 
01969 652363. 
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Maintenance Task Group – 21 June 2011 
 

The agenda consisted of the following items: 

• Feedback from the Operational Steering Group meeting and actions. 

• Bridge handrail assessment 

• BS 5709 

• Motor propelled vehicles (MPV) 

• Long distance routes 
 

Operational Steering Group – 21 July 2011 
 

The agenda consisted of the following items: 

• Membership 

• Task Group Reports 

• ROWIP news 

• CCA joint work programme 2010/11 

• PROW flood recovery 
 
CCA Board Meeting – 21 July 2011 
 
The agenda consisted of the following items: 

• Progress of the Cumbria Countryside Access Partnership 

• Update on provision of Countryside Access services and budget 2011/12 across 
Cumbria 

 
Improvement Task Group Meeting – 17 June 2011 
 
The agenda consisted of the following items: 

• CCA Feedback 

• ROWIP 2010/11 Annual Action Plan: Status Report 

• ROWIP 2010/11 Delivery Report 

• ROWIP 2011/12 Annual Action Plan 
 
 
Meeting of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum 
 
Members of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum last met on Wednesday 
21 September 2011. The minutes of the meeting can be seen in Appendix 1. 
 
A number of letters were written following on from the actions of the Yorkshire and Humber 
Regional Access Forum’s meeting on the 13 April 2011. These letters and corresponding 
responses were taken to the meeting on Wednesday 21 September, and can be seen in 
Appendix 2 of this report. The discussion and outcome of these responses by Members 
can be seen in the minutes of the meeting, Appendix 1, page 7, item 2. 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

Fencing on Common Land 
 
At their meeting on Tuesday 1 February 2011, Members of the Yorkshire Dales Access 
Forum asked for the issue of fencing on common land and the need for Local Access 
Forums to be involved with any future consultations, to be raised with Members at the 
Yorkshire and Humber Regional meeting.  
 
On behalf of Members of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, Meghann Hull raised this 
issue at the regional meeting on the 21 September 2011, explaining the YDAF’s views for 
LAFs to be included in any future consultations, which ultimately affect access, and their 
suggestion to lobby Defra to amend the guidance on fencing on commons to read 
applicants ‘shall’ consult the LAF. 
 
Other LAFs in the region agreed that they had experienced similar problems and members 
gave their regional support for a letter to be written to Defra regarding this. This is detailed 
in the minutes of the Yorkshire and Humberside Regional Access Forum Meeting, 
Appendix 1, page 12, Item 7.  
 
 
Regional Coordinator Update 
 

Natural England has confirmed that they will no longer be funding the Regional 
Coordinator roles after 31 March 2012. Therefore, as from 1 April 2012, Natural England 
will be the first point of call for Local Access Forums. The Natural England contact for 
Local Access Forums in the Yorkshire and Humber Region will be Philip Robinson from 
the People and Partnerships Team. More details about his current and future involvement 
with LAFs, and his contact details, can be seen in Appendix 1, page 9, Item 3, of the 
minutes of the recent Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum meeting. 

 

Local Access Forum Annual Report Proforma 

Natural England has produced a standard annual report proforma (Appendix 3) for LAFs 
to complete and return by the 30 November. Initially this was produced as a replacement 
for LAF’s individual annual reports with the aim to reduce their workload. However, recent 
feedback has reflected that some LAFs still wish to produce their individual reports as well. 

Therefore, this report can run along side the YDAF existing annual report, or it can replace 
it. Natural England wants to collate the annual reports to look for common issues and 
examples of best practice. They also wish to use this method to help inform the training 
they offer to LAFs.  

 

National Conference for Local Access Forums 

There is no funding from Natural England this year for a Regional training event. Funds 
have been kept centrally to hold a two venue, one-day national event for LAFs. Provisional 
dates and locations have been set for Tuesday 28 February 2012 at Reading, and 
Thursday 8 March 2012 at Newcastle. Two representatives from each Local Access 
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Forum will be invited to attend. An agenda for the meeting will be circulated shortly and 
Natural England would like to pass on their apologies for the delay in informing LAFs.  

 

Review of the Go Dales! Project 

The Go Dales! Project finished in July 2011 after three years. The project has successfully 
introduced 539 young people to the National Park and outdoor activities. In addition, the 
project was very successful in achieving a number of ‘firsts’. It was the first project run by a 
National Park Authority to achieve the national Olympic ‘INSPIRE’ mark; the first Authority 
initiative to use Facebook to engage with young people and a number of other new 
communication methods including the production of a smartphone application for the 
National Park. This was a notable success, gaining widespread media coverage. A final 
report on the project is currently being finalised and will be available for members. 
 
As with other major projects that are run by the Authority, there is also an internal review 
carried out, primarily to look at whether there are generic lessons for future Authority 
projects. A review of the Go Dales! project will be taken to the Audit and Review 
Committee on 8 November 2011. 
 
 

Dales Tourism Steering Group Invitation 
 

The Yorkshire Dales was awarded the Europarc Charter for Sustainable Tourism in 2008, 
and the National Park Authority and Nidderdale AONB are working to take forward the 
actions identified as part of this process. One of the requirements of Europarc is that there 
is a permanent forum to oversee this process with members from a diverse range of 
organisations, covering both tourism and conservation. Initially, it was anticipated that this 
role would be undertaken by the Tourism Partnership, but after this partnership dissolved 
there was a need for a different body. 
 
The National Park Authority and Nidderdale AONB have now established a Dales Tourism 
steering group to oversee the development of a strategy and action plan for the area.  Phil 
Woodyer, as chair of the YDAF, was invited to the first meeting of the Dales Tourism 
Steering Group as a representative of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum, held on 
Wednesday 5 October. It is now asked that Members of the YDAF either confirm the 
Chair’s appointment on this steering group or reappoint a different representative. 
 
 
Trailblaze 
 
A member of the YDAF recently asked for some information on Trailblaze in the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park 
 
What is Trailblaze and how does it work? 
 
Trailblaze is a brand new concept, which officially opened on 19 February 2011, and has 
been created by a small team of trail runners. The aim is to travel as far as you can along 
a way-marked route in one complete attempt, and as quick as you can. All Trailblazers 
carry a small timing tag which is sent straight out to you following registration. You can 
register on-line for a fee of £25. You must insert the tag into each of the Trailblaze 
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checkpoints that are located at regular intervals along the trail. Your tag records a list of all 
of the checkpoints you visit and the times that you visit them. On trails showing the 
National Trails logo 20% of the entry fee contributes directly to the upkeep of the 2,500 
miles (4,000km) of National Trail in England and Wales. 
 
The first ever Trailblaze trail opened on a section of the South West Coast Path on the 
22nd April 2011 and has opened on a total of eight National Trials between April and 
October 2011, with more to follow. 
 
Trailblaze in the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
 
There are currently two Trailblaze checkpoints in the Yorkshire Dales National Park. These 
are situated on the Pennine Way and have been endorsed by Natural England. The two, 
small Trailblaze boxes are fixed to sign posts along the trail – one is situated at Malham, 
and one on Penyghent.  
 
For more information about Trailblaze, please visit http://www.trail-blaze.com/ 
 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Access Development Officer 
October 2011 
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Appendix 1 
 
 

Meeting of the Yorkshire and Humberside Regional Local Access Forum 
Held on Wednesday 21 September 2011 

The Guidhall, York 
 

Present: 
Catriona Cook (CC)    North York Moors Local Access Forum 
Charles Appleby (CA)   North Lincolnshire Local Access Forum 
Clive Bolton (CB)    East Riding and Hull Local Access Forum 
Danny Jackson (DJ)   West Yorkshire Pennine Local Access Forum 
Hazel Armstrong – Chair (HA)  East Riding and Hull Local Access Forum 
Jane Sara (JS)    Rotherham Local Access Forum 
Joanne Coote (JC)    City of York Council 
John Siddall (JSi)    Doncaster Local Access Forum 
John Taylor (JT)    North Yorkshire Local Access Forum 
Mike Willison (MW)    Leeds Local Access Forum 
Nicky Wareing (NW)   Barnsley Local Access Forum 
Philip Robinson (PR)   Natural England 
Rachel Connolly (RC)   North Yorkshire Local Access Forum 
Richard Holmes – Chair (RH)  Wakefield Local Access Forum 
Sam Roebuck (SR)    North Lincolnshire Local Access Forum 
Co-ordinator:  Meghann Hull (MH)  Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
 
Apologies: 
Terrence Howard     Sheffield Local Access Forum 
Phil Woodyer     Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
David Gibson     Yorkshire Dales Access Forum 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
RH and HA welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were given. 
 
 
2. Unapproved minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Lost Ways 
Members noted the response from Defra regarding the cut off date for Lost Ways, in the 
letter dated 4 January. PR had no more up to date knowledge on this but said he would 
look into it. 
 

PR to follow up Lost Ways with Natural England 

 
Aggregate Levy Sustainability fund 
It was noted that HM Treasury had not yet responded to the Yorkshire and Humber 
Regional Access Forum’s letter regarding the ALSF.  HA asked MH to follow this up with a 
letter. 
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MH to write to HM Treasury and ask for a response to the letter 

 
 
Dual Status Routes 
Members noted the letter from Natural England in response to the Yorkshire and Humber 
Regional Access Forum’s letter regarding the issue of barriers to horse riders on dual 
status routes. CC felt that a letter now needed to come from the top and sent to all LAFs 
as a reminder of these routes.  
 

MH to write back to NE on behalf of the forum and remind them of their statutory 
obligation to ensure that these routes are used, and ask that they send a letter to all 
LAFs regarding this access. 

 
BHS and Open Spaces letter 
A few members had not seen these, or had not received these from their LAF secretary’s. 
MH confirmed she circulated the email to LAF secretaries with the two letters attached, on 
the 14 June 2011. Members asked if these could be forwarded again. Some members also 
said they had not received papers and emails previously circulated for the meeting. MH 
said she would speak to LAF secretary’s and remind them to pass on information to 
Members. 
 

MH to re-circulate the BHS and Open Spaces letters and remind LAF secretary’s to 
forward on this information. 

 
Funding for future LAF training  
MH informed the group that there is no funding for regional training events this year and 
PR said that NE is planning a national conference for LAFs, for Feb/Mar 2012, in two 
locations for the northern and southern LAFs – most probably Newcastle and Reading. 
Dates and venue confirmation will be sent out soon. HA asked if this information could be 
sent out before 1 October 2011.  
 

PR to follow up information regarding dates and venues for the LAF conference 

 
Defra Forestry Commission 
Members noted that a response to their letter to Defra regarding a LAF representation on 
the forestry commission panel had not been received and asked MH to resend the letter 
and ask for a response. 
 

MH to re-send the letter to Defra regarding a LAF representation on the Forestry 
Commission panel and ask for a response. 

 
Section 15 Land 
CC wished to repeat her statement from the previous meeting that section 15 land is not 
shown on Ordnance Survey maps, and as a result remains hidden access. She asked if a 
letter could be written to Natural England about getting this access shown on OS maps. 
 

MH to write a letter to Natural England on behalf of the forum to ask about having 
s15 land shown on OS maps. 
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ROW Review Committee 
No members had any news. RH confirmed that the group was still continuing and hoped 
that they were still seeking a LAF representative, if not already got one. RH asked MH to 
follow this up by writing a letter. 
 

MH to write a letter to Richard Benyon regarding a LAF representative on the ROW 
Review Committee. 

 
LAF annual reports 
MH said that despite many reminders she never received all the annual reports from 
individual LAFs. HA asked her to remind those she had not received, in an email. 
 

MH to send an email to LAF secretary’s who have not forwarded on their annual 
reports. 

 
 
 
3. Update from Natural England – Philip Robinson, Lead Advisor 
 
RH introduced PR and said he was pleased to have a Natural England representative at 
the meeting. PR said his role was to support the LAFs in the Yorkshire and Humber region 
as a replacement for the Regional Coordinator, but not as a secretariat role. He has 
already visited a few individual LAF meetings and hopes to visit each area during this year. 
He would like the LAFs to contact him as their first point of call and asked MH to minute 
his contact details: 
 
Philip Robinson, Lead Advisor,  
People and Partnerships North and Midlands Team 
 
Natural England 
25 Queen Street 
Leeds 
LS1 2UN 
 
Philip.j.robinson@naturalengland.org.uk 
Tel 0300 060 4255 

PR asked members if they wished for the meetings to continue – everyone did. PR said he 
was happy to support one or two meetings a year but wanted to stress that there would be 
no financial support. PR provided updates on the following: 

LAF report proforma 

Natural England have produced a standard annual report for LAFs to fill out and return to 
NE as a replacement for LAFs individual annual reports, hoping to reduce the amount of 
work for LAFs and also to build up a more consistent and comparable record of 
information. Members felt that their current annual reports were extremely useful and 
would still want to produce these also. 
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LAF conference 
Details of the conference had been given earlier in the meeting (see item 2. Future for 
further LAF training). RH asked if there would be opportunities for LAFs to discuss how 
other regions were still operating their regional meetings, and any other relevant 
discussions. PR said he would follow this up 
 

PR to follow up details and agenda for the LAF Conference  

 
Coastal Access 
PR had no more news on this and RH informed that the Ramblers Association were 
running a campaign. 
 
Land-locked Access 
PR explained that there was nothing to report or follow up. NE funded a one-off pilot in 
East Yorkshire that failed to get any take up, and there are no resources or will to take 
things any further. 
 
Members agreed that primary legislation was needed to help tackle these issues, and that 
a letter should be written to NE and Defra. Members agreed that a Bill should be 
produced, and that any ideas and information which cover locked access land, higher 
rights and cycle tracks, should be sent to MH to collate and bring to the next regional 
meeting for this to be discussed.   
 

All Members to feed ideas and information for a Bill to MH to collate for the next 
meeting 

 

4. Increasing LAF Membership 

 
PR invited the forum to an open discussion for advice on encouraging new LAF 
membership, as some LAFs in the region are functioning well, and others not at all. 
 
DJ said that the West Yorkshire Pennine LAF had started well but has lost members 
during the last 18 months, creating a lack of representation and a repetitive agenda. 
 
CB suggested a political input – it lies with the Local Authority as a legal responsibility to 
make sure they have a LAF. 
 
HA said the East Riding of Yorkshire and Kingston Upon Hull LAF had a very buoyant 
LAF, but have recently lost five members. It is felt that every time a suggestion is put 
forward, it is stamped on, and the engagement with the Authority was consequently lost. 
She noted it is a national problem that elected members do not attend. 
 
PR felt that Huddle would be a great way for LAFs to discuss these issues between them 
selves on a national scale, and ask questions. 
 
RH informed the forum that a meeting would be taking place to help York establish a LAF, 
and invited DJ to attend this.  
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RC said they were currently experimenting with amalgamating liaison groups with LAF 
members to try to broaden the understanding and enthusiasm, and fill gaps in the 
membership.  
 
HA suggested contacting the CLA and the NFU, believing that farmer’s wives have a good 
source of knowledge and time to tap into. She also suggested the Health Authority. 
 
SR said North Lincolnshire LAF had looked at the NFU for representation and that LAFs 
also needed to consider retention of Members and perhaps plan a meeting for electing 
representitives. 
 
HA said that the members of the public always outnumber the LAF members at meetings. 
People do not like going into County Hall, so they move their meetings around the county 
for this reason. 
 
 
5. Huddle Update 
 
MH updated the group on the current progression with Huddle and informed members that 
NE were currently training the Regional Coordinators to use this workspace, who will then 
be responsible for be rolling out the training to all LAF secretaries and Chairs in the region, 
hopefully in November/December. Only NE staff and the Regional Coordinators are 
currently using Huddle. She reminded the forum that her role as Regional Coordinator 
would end as of 1 April 2012, and it was hoped that all LAFs would be up and running on 
Huddle by that time. Initially, a ‘Huddle Champion’ and LAF Secretary will be trained to use 
and understand the protocols and etiquette around the workspace. 
 
There were some concerns between members about censorship, and worries that Natural 
England might be able to edit or override any comments or discussions between LAFs on 
the workspace. MH said she was sure this would not be the case, but would forward these 
concerns on at her next regional Coordinator meeting.  
 
MH introduced Huddle to the group by giving members an introductory glance around the 
workspace. She asked members to note the Huddle flyer which had been circulated with 
the papers, and asked members to pass on this information to their LAFs. She also asked 
for any queries or questions to be passed on to her.  
 

MH to forward on comments at the next Regional Coordinator meeting 

 
 
6. Horses on Cycle paths 
 
HA updated the group on the letter received by Richard Benyon MP, dated 14 June 2011, 
regarding the use of cycle tracks by horse riders. She said that cycle routes form good 
links between routes but you can’t necessarily ride on the routes. Sustrans are also not 
favourable of horse riders in urban areas. 
 
RC circulated an image of a NP 956.1 sign for multi-user routes, to promote sharing of off-
road space. She informed the meeting that a highway authority wishing to use the non-
prescribed sign would need to contact the Department for Transport. The sign would be 
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particularly useful where the route was on a carriageway verge or a route that was not a 
definitive bridleway. The multi-shared routes with this sign have no legal status.  
 
HA said this issue would be ideal to put forward for the Bill for land-locked issues. 
 
 
7. Fencing on Common Land 
 
MH informed members on behalf of the Yorkshire Dales Access Forum (YDAF), that the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority only ‘informally’ consult the YDAF on 
consultations for proposals for fencing on common land (s38 of the Commons Act 2006) 
and the exchange of common land for another piece of land elsewhere (s16). It has also 
been stressed to the YDAF that the Authority are only consulted on any proposals, and 
that ultimately, any decisions on fencing lie with Natural England. 
 
The YDAF feel very strongly for LAFs to be included in any consultations, which ultimately 
affect access, and have suggested lobbying Defra to amend the guidance on fencing on 
commons to read applicants ‘shall’ consult the LAF. 
 
Other LAFs in the region agreed that they had been experiencing similar problems. HA 
said her LAF had not been consulted on various deregistration issues.  
 
DJ said a NE representative came voluntarily to one of their LAF meetings to discuss 
fencing in their area personally.  
 
Members offered regional support and proposed that MH wrote a letter to Defra to ask for 
LAFs to be considered a statutory consultee. MH said she would pass this on to the YDAF 
at their next meeting. 
 

MH to pass on the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum’s support to the 
YDAF, and MH to write a letter to Defra regarding LAFs as a statutory consultee 

 
 
8. Good news items from LAFs 
 
RH said Wakefield LAF had been identified as the best authority scoring 100% at a recent 
Mystery Walkers report. The LAF are still making progress on the definitive map and have 
received their first gating order, which they are refusing.  
 
HA said East Riding and Hull have a great number of disused railways which are all now 
footpath and bridleway, and are currently replacing a bridge which was unsafe – all are 
being reclassified and have had condition surveys. They have also had an application for a 
park and ride and have an unsurfaced green-way route for non-motorised users.  
 
JS announced that Doncaster have been making good progress on leading biodiversity in 
southern Yorkshire, and CA wanted to complement the Doncaster cycle tracks. 
 
SR informed that the Trent long-distance path is to be extended and will be a mixture of 
footpath and bridleway. The complete multi-user cliff path has secured funding for two 
bridges, and their LAF now meets quarterly. 
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MW was pleased to say that gating orders were no longer a time consuming aspect of 
their LAF meeting agenda’s. 
 
JC announced that a new map for the East Riding had now been completed.  
 
DJ said they had been making progress on collaborative working and sharing legal advice 
and expertise across the five districts.  
 
NW informed that the Trans Pennine Trail was nearly finished and the Large Estates new 
Chairman of the Board is a horse rider, so they are hoping that this will have a positive 
impact for riders, and help to open up more routes. 
 
CC told the group that their definitive map officers were being lost, but the maintenance 
budget was being kept. New posts are being created to develop the new North York Moors 
brand.  
 
 
9. Date and venue of next meeting 
 
Members held a vote for the venue of the next regional meeting, for Natural England’s 
head office at Leeds, or the Guildhall at York. The unanimous decision was to hold the 
meeting at the Guildhall, York.  
 
A date was fixed for Wednesday 18 April 2012.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Gavin Stark 
Natural England 
Block B,  Government Buildings 
Whittington Road 
Worcester 
Worcestershire 
WR5 2LQ 
 
 
21 December 2010 
 
 
Dear Mr Stark 
 
At a recent meeting, the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Local Access Forum (LAF) 
expressed its concerns about the abandonment of the Lost Ways Project.  It took note of 
the suggestions contained in the Natural England document ‘Stepping Forward’ written 
earlier this year. 
 
The view of the regional LAF is that members consider the opportunity to identify as many 
unrecorded rights of way as possible important and that whilst ‘Stepping Forward’ has 
some valuable suggestions, there is one avenue which the working party appeared to 
have overlooked. 
 
Reluctantly, whilst members appreciate that identifying the routes that have so far not 
been added to the Definitive Map is a time consuming and technical exercise, especially 
researching very old, technical documents and other old source material, it has been 
suggested that the following aspect deserves real consideration, adoption and 
implementation. 
 
There are many paths which were originally identified by parish councils, and others, as 
part of their initial contribution to the preparation of the draft map but were not pursued.  
This may have been due to the attitude taken by some county councils or the influence of 
landowners.  If these claimed paths could be identified and the then available evidence [if 
still extant] could be found and reconsidered, many glaring omissions could be rectified. 
This would not require the same technical ability as searching ancient archival material. 
 
In addition, members of the regional LAF request that the 2026 cut off date for making 
changes to the Definitive Map be reconsidered and that this be extended by at lest ten 
years. 
 
 
 
 



 
The Yorkshire and Humber regional LAF commends this approach to be added to any 
other recommendations of ‘Stepping Forward’ which the Minister is to consider. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Jerry Pearlman 
On behalf of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Local Access Forum 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Tweney 
Sponsorship, Landscape and Recreation Division 
Defra 
Zone1/02 Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6EB 
 
 
21 December 2010 
 
 
Dear Mr Tweney 
 
At a recent meeting, the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Local Access Forum (LAF) 
expressed its concerns about the abandonment of the Lost Ways Project.  It took note of 
the suggestions contained in the Natural England document ‘Stepping Forward’ written 
earlier this year. 
 
The view of the regional LAF is that members consider the opportunity to identify as many 
unrecorded rights of way as possible important and that whilst ‘Stepping Forward’ has 
some valuable suggestions, there is one avenue which the working party appeared to 
have overlooked. 
 
Reluctantly, whilst members appreciate that identifying the routes that have so far not 
been added to the Definitive Map is a time consuming and technical exercise, especially 
researching very old, technical documents and other old source material, it has been 
suggested that the following aspect deserves real consideration, adoption and 
implementation. 
 
There are many paths which were originally identified by parish councils, and others, as 
part of their initial contribution to the preparation of the draft map but were not pursued.  
This may have been due to the attitude taken by some county councils or the influence of 
landowners.  If these claimed paths could be identified and the then available evidence [if 
still extant] could be found and reconsidered, many glaring omissions could be rectified. 
This would not require the same technical ability as searching ancient archival material. 
 
In addition, members of the regional LAF request that the 2026 cut off date for making 
changes to the Definitive Map be reconsidered and that this be extended by at lest ten 
years. 
 
 
 



 
 
The Yorkshire and Humber regional LAF commends this approach to be added to any 
other recommendations of ‘Stepping Forward’ which the Minister is to consider. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Jerry Pearlman 
On behalf of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Local Access Forum 
 





Meghann Hull 
Secretary 

Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

Bainbridge 
Leyburn 

North Yorkshire 
DL8 3EL 

 
 
Mr Poul Christensen CBE 
Chair 
Natural England 
1 East Parade 
Sheffield 
S1 2ET 
 
30 June 2011 
 

Dear Mr Christensen  

Review of the England Access Forum  

I am writing on behalf of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum, who has 
asked me to write to you to follow up details of the review of the England Access Forum.  

You will remember that a letter was sent to all Local Access Forum Chairs, from Duncan 
Graham CBE (then Chair of the EAF) and Rob Cooke (Natural England) asking for the 
views of Local Access Forums on the future working arrangements of the EAF, a copy of 
which I enclose. The letter particularly expressed a wish to continue the support of the 
good links between Natural England and LAFs. 

The Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum would like to express their 
disappointment that the England Access Forum is no longer continuing, despite the 
obvious support from all Local Access Forums around the Country. It is difficult to see how 
Natural England’s decision on this matter promotes ‘the big society’. 

Members of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum would therefore 
appreciate any details regarding the response to the letter, and the outcome of the review. 

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter.  

 Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum Secretary 





 
 
 

Richard Holmes and Hazel Armstrong 
Chairs 

Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum 
C/O Meghann Hull 

YDNPA 
Bainbridge 

Leyburn 
North Yorkshire 

DL8 3EL 
 
21 June 2011 
 
Mr Poul Christensen CBE 
Chair 
Natural England 
1 East Parade 
Sheffield 
S1 2ET 
 
 
Dear Mr Christensen  
 
Barriers to horse riders on dual status routes 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum, 
who has asked us to write to you to determine how best to approach the issue of 
barriers on Dual Status routes, which deny access for horse riders. 
 
Since the NERC Act, many Local Authorities have looked at the status of routes 
on the Definitive Map and forgotten about any higher rights, apart from motorists, 
from the List of Streets. This has meant that in some cases they have erected 
barriers to deter motorists but, in doing so, have also denied access to 
equestrians. 
 
For example, a long old road on the List of Streets in the North York Moors 
National Park has a short section of dual status, but also has a bridleway in the 
middle (OL27 SE 909 076). A barrier, which horses have to step over and which 
is also now locked, denies access not only to motor vehicles but to horse driven 
vehicles and the less able and disabled rider – the latter not being able to 
negotiate the barrier. 
 
When the route is on the definitive map as a footpath, then all equestrians can be 
denied access, despite them having used it for centuries because it was an 
Unsurfaced County Road on the List of Streets.  



 
The Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum believes that Local 
Authorities should be given guidance to think about equestrians before deciding 
to erect any barriers deterring motors, and should be encouraged to use horse-
friendly barriers. The Kent Carriage Gap is an excellent example of this, allowing 
all horses, whether ridden by the less able or driven, to pass easily whilst also 
stopping motor vehicles. 
 
We would welcome any advice and guidance from Natural England on how best 
to approach this problem in the future, and look forward to hearing from you on 
this matter. 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Richard Holmes and Hazel Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
Hazel Armstrong 

Chair 
Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum 

C/O Meghann Hull 
YDNPA 

Bainbridge 
Leyburn 

North Yorkshire 
DL8 3E 

 
 
 
30 June 2011 
 
The Right Honourable David Cameron MP 
10 Downing Street 
London  
SW1A 1AA 
 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister 
 
Cessation of the Aggregates Levy Fund 
 
I write in my capacity as a member of the Yorkshire & Humber Regional Local Access 
Forum, who has asked me to write to you to draw your attention to a decision about the 
above fund, made by one or more of your colleagues, which we feel certain you will not 
condone. Our request is that you reverse that decision. 
 
One of my members described the decision as ‘theft’ and another as ‘the breach of a 
resulting trust’ – it is that serious. 
 
The situation is well set out in a letter which I know was sent by the Chairman of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, a copy of which I enclose. You will see the many 
benefits and opportunities that have been created by the very existence of the fund but 
now your Government has decided ‘to pocket the money’ – because that is what you have 
done. As your colleague Richard Benyon admitted in his reply to the enclosed letter you 
are going make ‘the best use’ of the fund instead of using it for the purpose for which it 
was created. 
 
We are constantly reminded about your concept of the ‘Big Society’ and of ‘localism’. This 
fund fulfilled both those objectives yet you have cancelled it and deprived the beneficiaries 
of those wonderful opportunities. 
 
I urge you to look into this issue. Please do something about it and disassociate yourself 
from the badge of thievery. Please live up to the example that you are claiming to set. 
 
 



Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Hazel Armstrong 
 
c.c.  The Deputy Prime Minister 



Cllr C.H.Lis OBE 
16 Featherbeck Close 
Ingleton 
Via Carnforth 
Lancs  LA6 3BB 
 
 
 
 
 
Julian Smith MP 
By email:  julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk   15 February 2011  
 
 
 
Dear Julian 
 
Scrapping of Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund 
 
I would like to express my serious concern at Defra’s decision to scrap the 
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF) at the end of this financial year (March 
2011). 
 
The decision has been made as part of the spending review and was announce don 
the Defra website prior to Christmas, but there has been no consultation with 
stakeholders and I strongly believe the decision should be reversed.   
 
The ALSP has been, and is, the means by which about 7% of the Aggregates Levy 
revenue is recycled into communities, NGOs and other stakeholders to fund projects 
delivering conservation, local community and other sustainability benefits.  It was a 
critical element of the original levy scheme seen by Government at the time as a 
positive means of bringing the industry and communities closer together.   
 
I cannot see there is any justification for this decision.  The ALSF is an integral part of 
the Aggregates Levy scheme and is the means by which a small proportion of the 
revenue raised by the Levy brings real benefit to communities in areas affected by 
aggregate extraction, and generates very significant conservation successes.  Indeed 
Defra’s stated purpose for ALSF is “to reduce the environmental impacts of the 
extraction of aggregates and to deliver benefits to areas subject to these impacts”.   
 
The ending of the fund would be an enormous own goal for Defra and Government, 
as it runs contrary to the key objectives of empowering local communities through the 
“localism” concept and improving biodiversity and conservation. 
 
The Aggregates Levy is a tax on the extraction of rock, sand and gravel in the UK.  
The Levy currently raises over £330 million each year, with an extra £15 million to be 
raised in 2011/12 through an increase in the Levy from £2 to £2.10 per tonne. 
 
Cont./… 
 

 
 
 

Yoredale, Bainbridge 

Leyburn, North Yorkshire, DL8 3EL 
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Given that the planned April increase in the Aggregates Levy rate will generate an 
additional £15 million pa of tax revenue, the ALSF can and should continue to be 
afforded.. 
 
Indeed, as an independent evaluation of the ALSF carried out for Defra in 2010 
concluded, the ALSF has been extremely good value for money and there is a strong 
case for sustaining it.   
 
I would therefore call on Defra to review this decision to scrap the Aggregates Levy 
Sustainability Fund and ensure that key initiatives supported by the ALSF continue to 
be financially supported by Government. 
 
I would like to enlist your assistance in calling on Defra to reinstate the ALSF for the 
following reasons: 
 

 It is a vital funding stream for local communities, enhancing the natural 
environment and people’s engagement with it; 

 ALSF has support from the aggregates industry, the voluntary sector and 
directly delivers Government’s “Big Society” and “Localism” principles.  It 
also fits with Defra’s stated objectives to enhance the environment and 
biodiversity, and improve quality of life. ; 

 An independent report assessing the ALSF for Government in May 2010 
concluded that “overall, the value for money assessment is good and many 
areas offer evidence of excellent potential value for money, particularly in the 
medium to long term”; 

 There should be sufficient revenue from the Aggregates Levy to continue the 
ALSF as the Levy is being increased in 2011/12. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
CARL LIS 
CHAIRMAN 
 





Meghann Hull 
Secretary 

Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

Bainbridge 
Leyburn 

North Yorkshire 
DL8 3EL 

 
30 June 2011 
 
Mr Richard Benyon MP 
Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London 
SW1P 3JR 

 

Dear Mr Benyon  

  

Local Access Forum representation on the Forestry Commission Panel  

I am writing on behalf of the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum, who has 
asked me to write to you for clarification on the representation of Local Access Forums on 
the Forestry Commission Panel.  

In particular, the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum would like to know what 
the panel is being set up for and how the make-up of the panel is decided. Also, how is 
information fed back to relevant organisations, and most importantly, how are Local 
Access Forums represented on the panel?  

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter.  

  

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
Meghann Hull 
Yorkshire and Humber Regional Access Forum Secretary 



Local Access Forum (LAF) Annual Report 
Proforma 

*Reporting year 
Please state the date of your last report as well as the 
date of submission for this report 

*Name of LAF   

*Name of LAF secretary   

 

Review of Current reporting year 

Were you successful in meeting the achievements set out in your Annual 
Report or LAF work programme? Please provide supporting information. 

  
If you set out objectives or desires in your previous report have you managed to meet them?  
Were they realistic? Did you find novel ways to deliver your aims? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*How many Open Access Restriction cases have you been informed 

about/involved with? 
  
This is important for us to know so we can check with our Open Access Colleagues to see if our 
internal processes are working. You can just report the actual number or you can add some detail 
about what you included in your response. 



*Give up to three examples of advice given by your LAF to section 94 

bodies: 

 
We would like to hear about your successes so we can celebrate with you and share your good 
work with others. You can set it out as a list and let us know if your advise was included or acted 
upon by the Section 94 body. Please include here gating orders as well. 

Give up to three examples where you have encountered difficulties; explain 
what mechanisms could be put in place to alleviate this issue: 

 
We want to see if there are similar difficulties across all LAFs and look at what we can do to 
support you. 

Do you have any issues with recruitment of members from particular 
interest groups? Does this hinder your work in any way? 
 
We may be able to find ways to support you and your appointing Authority in targeting specific 
member interests. 



Comments from appointing authority 

 
Please can you get your Appointing Authority to add comments here on working with Local 
Access Forums and if they are facing any challenges in maintaining support 

 

Forward Look 

What are your priorities for next year (list up to 3) 

 
This should help to inform your direction and focus your resources. We may be able to provide 
some expertise to support you. It will also allow you to measure your effectiveness over the year. 

*What support/training will you need to be able to deliver these priorities? 

  
Let us know what extra support would help your delivery 



Do you perceive any barriers to delivering your priorities? 

 
If there is a common theme nationally we may be able to share best practice or look for common 
solutions 

Any other comments 
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