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NORTHERN PARISH FORUM MEETING NOTE 
Held at West Burton Village Hall, Wednesday 23 October 2019 7pm-9pm 
 
 
Parish Attendees: 
Aysgarth & District   Fran Cartwright 
Aysgarth & District   John Dinsdale 
Aysgarth & District   Pip Pointon 
Burton-cum-Walden   Beth Daley 
Burton-cum-Walden   Jane Ritchie 
Burton-cum-Walden   Sue Ryding 
Carperby    John Amsden 
Grinton with Ellerton Abbey  Geraldine Coates 
Grinton with Ellerton Abbey  Mark Jones 
Hudswell & District   Beverley Phillips    
Hudswell & District   Richard Phillips 
Thoralby   Linda Cooper 

 
 
YDNPA Representatives: 
Allen Kirkbride  Parish Member (Secretary of State appointee - Parish) 
David Butterworth  Chief Executive 
Gary Smith  Director of Conservation & Community 
Alan Hulme  Head of Park Management 
Susan Allison  PA to CEO & Chairman (note taker) 
 
Allen Kirkbride chaired the meeting and welcomed all to it.   
 
Flood event – 30 July 2019 

Alan Hulme gave a presentation on the impact of floods in Swaledale & Arkengarthdale.  There 
has been damage to 3.5km of rights of way.  No additional funding has yet been made available by 
the government.  It is likely to be at least 2 years before all rights of way could be restored.  The 
work will take place in stages relating to urgency and priority as funding allowed.  National Park 
Centres are highlighting/publicising the routes that are open to visitors in order to assist Swaledale 
businesses. 

The Tees-Swale project – which it is hoped will start in 2020 - is now looking to secure additional 
funding to boost the natural flood management work (woodland planting, peatland restoration) that 
was already planned.  The additional flood alleviation measures that could be taken might include: 
‘leaky dams’; bunding; and aeration of soils by farmers.   
 
Climate Change 

Gary Smith gave a presentation on tackling climate change in the context of both what the National 
Park Authority is doing to tackle its own greenhouse gas emissions, and what is happening across 
the National Park area.  He explained the work the Authority has done over the last 10 years, 
which has reduced its own emissions by 62%.  The Authority is now developing a new action plan 
to further reduce its emissions, although this will be increasingly challenging in some areas.  
Across the wider National Park area, the focus is primarily on improving the way that land is 
managed for carbon.  The National Park Management Plan has a specific section on Climate 
Change, which amongst other things includes ambitious objectives on woodland planting and 
peatland restoration.  

Question was raised as to whether the Authority was doing enough to encourage renewable 
energy.  Gary answered that small-scale renewables (i.e. for individual household or business use) 
had been supported by Authority planning policies for the last 10 years.  Many do not even need 
planning permission.  The question of whether there should be a more prescriptive approach 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/05/NPMP-2019-24.pdf
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(requiring every new development to include renewables?) was something that would be 
considered as part of the new Local Plan. 
 
Residents’ Survey 

David Butterworth gave a presentation on the Residents’ survey 2019, which had been undertaken 
by an independent company via telephone.  The survey has been conducted every 5 years since 
1999.  1,000 residents, from different demographic/gender/areas of the Park, were surveyed to 
ascertain their views about the National Park and the National Park Authority.   
 
Socio-economic study 

Gary Smith gave a presentation on the initial results from a study, which has been commissioned 
by the Authority and the local District Councils.  The evidence – on housing, the economy, 
population change etc - will be used to inform the development of future policy, particularly the new 
Local Plan.   

Question was posed by Aysgarth PC as to the Authority’s position regarding the future of its policy 
on the conversion of traditional agricultural buildings?  It was explained that the current policy was 
introduced in 2015.  Since then, over 150 barns and over 100 other traditional buildings have been 
approved for conversion to residential uses.  If completed, these will make a small – but important 
– contribution to meeting the housing needs in the National Park.  However, the primary purpose of 
the policy is to find uses that help to retain the external agricultural character of the buildings.  So 
the existing building has to be capable of hosting the new use without massive alteration.  For 
example, as well as being next to a road, to be suitable for a permanent residential use the building 
needs to: be big enough not to need a sizeable extension; and, have enough openings to let in 
sufficient natural light.  Many will be suitable.  But some aren’t.  These might still be used for other 
beneficial purposes – such as business uses, or less intensive uses (like holiday lets). The new 
Local Plan will be an opportunity to review the effectiveness of the policy, and the different policies 
that currently apply in the new (post-2016) areas of the National Park. 

Question was posed by Aysgarth PC as to how many of the conversions were for residential use 
or for business use as holiday lets.  Action: GS to respond to them on this question.   

Question was posed by Aysgarth PC as to how the Authority views the need to protect community 
life and the amenity and privacy of residents whilst pursuing a policy of increasing the tourist 
footfall?  It was explained that there is no policy of increasing visitor footfall.  Authority policies are 
aimed at improving the quality – and hence the economic value – of tourism, so as to benefit the 
local economy.  That means linking tourists to places, experiences and local products that are 
unique and distinctive.  It also means getting more people to stay overnight instead of making day 
trips. 
 
All the presentations from this meeting are available by clicking here  
 
The date of the next meeting is likely be held in April 2020 
 
Jane Ritchie thanked the Chair and officers for supporting and attending the meeting.  
 
The meeting concluded at 9.00pm. 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/11/North-Forum-October-October-2019.pdf

