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SOUTHERN PARISH FORUM MEETING NOTE 
Held at Grassington Town Hall, Wednesday 16 October 2019 7pm-9pm 
 
 
Parish Attendees: 
Hebden George Coney 
Kettlewell with Starbotton Ian Macefield 
 Sara Spillet 
Hazelwood with Storiths Cath Bell 
Embsay with Eastby Judith Benjamin 
 Vince Smith 
Settle Robert Bellfield 
 
YDNPA Representatives: 
Chris Clark Parish Member (Secretary of State appointee - Parish) 
David Butterworth Chief Executive 
Gary Smith Director of Conservation & Community 
Sam Parfitt PA to CEO & Chairman (notetaker) 
 
Chris Clark chaired the meeting. 
 
Climate Change 
Gary Smith gave a presentation on tackling climate change in the context of both what the National 
Park Authority is doing and what is going on nationally.  The presentation focused on mitigation 
both within the Authority and across the National Park area.  He explained the work the Authority 
has done over the last 10 years, which has reduced its own emissions by 62%.  The Authority is 
now developing a new action plan to further reduce its emissions, although this will be increasingly 
challenging in some areas.  Across the wider National Park area, the focus is primarily on 
improving the way that land is managed for carbon.  The National Park Management Plan has a 
specific section on Climate Change, which includes ambitious objectives on woodland planting and 
peatland restoration amongst other things. 
 
Residents’ Survey 
David Butterworth gave a presentation on the Residents’ survey 2019, which had been undertaken 
by an independent company via telephone.  The survey has been conducted every 5 years since 
1999.  1,000 residents, from different demographic/gender/areas of the Park, were surveyed to 
ascertain their views about the National Park and the National Park Authority. 
 
Socio-economic study 
Gary Smith gave a presentation on the initial results from a study, which has been commissioned 
by the Authority and the local District Councils.  The evidence – on housing, the economy, 
population change etc - will be used to inform the development of  future policy, particularly the 
new Local Plan. 
 
The presentation from this meeting is available here.  
 
Questions 
Judith Benjamin (Chair of Embsay with Easby) asked why consultees responses to planning 
applications are not available on the website. This would prove helpful when the Parish is 
considering the application, so they can check other consultees responses.  She also commented 
that the Parish doesn’t appear to receive notification of outcomes from planning applications. 
 
Sara Spillet (Kettlewell with Starbotton) asked if when PCs are re-consulted as a result of amended 
plans being submitted, if the amendments can be drawn to their attention as under the current 
process it is not clear what they are expected to comment on. 
 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/05/NPMP-2019-24.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/11/South-and-West-Forum-October-2019.pdf
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Gary Smith advised that a new Authority website is currently being developed and a new planning 
software system is due to be installed by the end of December.  This will then allow consultees’ 
responses to be uploaded to the website.  
Action:  Gary Smith to follow this up and advise the two parishes. 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.00pm. 


