
 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
ITEM 6  

 
Committee: FINANCE & RESOURCES 
Date: 12 February 2019 
  
Report: GRANT APPLICATION TO THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 
 

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 

1. For Members to determine a funding application made to the Authority’s Sustainable 
Development Fund by Ravenstonedale Parish Council for a contribution towards the 
‘Ravenstonedale Community & Heritage Centre two storey extension’ project (SDF 
reference SD0169). 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

2. That the Authority approves the requested amount of £10,000 towards the 
‘Ravenstonedale Community & Heritage Centre two storey extension’ project.  

 
 

Strategic Planning Framework 
 
3. The information and recommendation(s) contained in this report are consistent with the 

Authority’s statutory purposes and its approved strategic planning framework: 

National Park Management Plan objectives 

F6:  Use the Sustainable Development Fund and other funding sources to support 
at least 20 new projects each year that bring economic, social and environmental 
benefits to the National Park. 

 
 
Background to the grant application 
 
4. The applicant benefitted from a grant of £9,456 from Authority’s Sustainable 

Development Fund in September 2017.  This was used as a contribution towards the 
refurbishment of the first floor of the Ravenstonedale Centre.  They have now 
requested a second grant of £10,000 to enable them to build a new two storey side 
extension that will provide new toilets and improved access to the first floor.  This 
second grant would mean that the cumulative total significantly exceeds the normal 
£10,000 limit under delegated powers.  
 

5. The applicant is seeking a contribution towards the costs associated with building and 
equipping toilets at the Community Centre and provision of hired toilets during the 
construction phase.  

 

 



6. Applications are considered against the current SDF priorities and criteria, which can 
be found at Annex A.  The Officer’s report and recommendation can be found at 
Annex B. The full application and supporting paperwork are available on the Members’ 
extranet. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
7. The project has the potential to contribute to National Park purposes and deliver 

beneficial outcomes.  Members now need to consider and determine this second 
funding application that has been made by Ravenstonedale Parish Council. 

 
 

Andrea Burden 
Sustainable Development Officer 
23 January 2019



Annex A 
 

 
 
 
We are here to help you put together your application. Please talk to us from the 
very early stages of your project or idea so that we can help you to develop it and 
secure the funding. Further information can also be found on our website at 
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/living-and-working/sdf  
 
 

What is the Sustainable Development Fund? 

 
The Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) aims to support projects that result in 
positive benefits for the Yorkshire Dales National Park - its environment, its economy, 
and its communities. It provides a simple and accessible source of money for local 
projects. It is open to community groups, individuals, businesses and voluntary-sector 
bodies.   

 

The type of project we can fund  

 
We want to keep the SDF as flexible as possible. A project will be eligible for 
consideration if it: 

• contributes in some way to looking after the National Park’s natural beauty, 
wildlife or cultural heritage or promotes opportunities for the public to 
understand and enjoy those things and; 

• provides some local economic benefit or some benefit to a local community in 
the National Park. 

 
We’d encourage all applicants to think about how their project can provide: 

 

• multiple benefits – although a project may have a particular economic, social 
or environmental focus, it is always worth thinking about how it can be designed 
to secure additional benefits across all the three elements of sustainability or, at 
the very least, to ensure it does not harm any other interests.   
 

• value for money – think carefully about how and where the money is being 
spent and whether it maximises positive outcomes, in particular, making sure 
direct benefits are felt on the ground. 
 

• clear outcomes – so that we know what it will deliver and so that its success 
can be measured and learnt from/built upon. 
 

• a legacy – we want the benefits to be long term, so think about what happens 
when the SDF money runs out and the project ends.  

 
Applicants should refer to the National Park Management Plan, which sets out shared 
ambitions to secure a prosperous future for the National Park and its communities. 

 

Sustainable Development Fund 
GUIDANCE NOTES 



Annex A 
 

Applicants need to show how their project will contribute to the achievement of one or 
more of the objectives in the Management Plan. The Management Plan can be found 
at http://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/ydnpa/how-we-work/national-park-management-
plan 
 
 

What we won’t fund 

 
We won’t normally fund:  

 

• applications by, or on behalf of, public sector bodies 

• applications relating to areas outside the National Park boundary, unless 
a clear benefit for the National Park itself can be demonstrated 

• fixed-term project officers 

• the cost of preparing or submitting applications for statutory consents 

• repeat applications where a project is substantially the same as one 
previously funded. 

  
 

How much grant can you apply for? 

 
There is no set minimum or maximum grant. However, the total fund available this 
year is £175,000. We normally aim to support at least 15 to 20 projects with this 
amount. Grants can be for capital or revenue costs.  
 
Registered charities and voluntary/community groups can apply for up to 75% of a 
project’s costs. All other types of applicant can apply for up to 50% of project costs. It 
will therefore be important to consider match funding, which may be sourced from 
other grant programmes, private finance or ‘in kind’ contributions. SDF could itself be 
used as a form of match funding for a larger project where the principal source of 
finance comes from elsewhere. 
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Application 
reference 

Project Name 
 
 

Project Description 
 
Ravenstonedale’s Community and Heritage Centre is now located in the former High Chapel which was a place of worship 
that was disposed of due to a dwindling congregation in 2006.  The building was then acquired by the Parish Council in 
2010 and work began to convert it to community use.  Since then the community has successfully raised funds to bring the 
building back into use as a public meeting space for the village. The Centre is used by the community as a meeting point 
and for exhibitions, talks, meetings and events.  It also stores a local history archive.  The Centre is a Grade II Listed 
Building and is within the Ravenstonedale Conservation Area. 
 
This project aims to further improve the community/visitor facilities at Ravenstonedale’s Community and Heritage Centre 
by constructing a two story side extension.  This new extension will incorporate toilet facilities and improve access to the 
recently converted first floor which already has a meeting room and the history archive facility.  Currently there is only one 
toilet available and this is located in an outbuilding that is accessed via a steep external staircase.  The Centre can 
accommodate up to 100 people and is the only public meeting space in the village. 

SD0169 Ravenstonedale 
Community & 
Heritage Centre – 
Extension 

Location Ravenstonedale 

In/Out 
YDNP  

In 

Applicant’s name: 
 
Ravenstonedale Parish Council 
 

Project Cost:   
 
£127,796 

Score: 
 
8/15 

SDF Amount Requested:  
 
£10,000 

SDF Amount Recommended:  
 
£10,000 

Sustainable Development Officer’s Comments: 
 
The applicant has already received a grant of £9,456 in 2017 from the Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) towards the refurbishment of the first 
floor of the Centre.  This second application requests a further grant from the SDF of £10,000 as a contribution towards a new side extension which will 
incorporate improved facilities for the Centre.  It would bring the total contribution from the SDF to £19,456. Due to the level of funding the Authority’s 
arrangements for the Sustainable Development Fund require such applications to be determined by the Finance and Resources Committee. 
 
The main funder for this project will be Eden District Council’s Signature Projects Fund. This is a one-off pot of funding that was made available to Parish 
Councils to apply for in 2018/19 to help support and deliver priority projects for their community. The applicant hopes to secure £71,885.25 from this funding 
source. Additional contributions to the value of £20,000 have also been secured from Ravenstonedale Parish Council and the Community and Heritage Centre.  
Therefore the additional SDF grant would be used as a top up grant. This would still leave a shortfall of funding.  The applicant has verbally indicated that they 
will also be applying to other grant programmes and may borrow money to achieve the remaining amount needed. 
 

Five local contractors were invited to quote for the work. Three declined to quote.  The reasons given were workload commitments and the complexities of the 
site due to the extent of excavation and the construction of a retaining wall. The most competitive price was submitted by a local stonework and building 
contractor (T A Law Ltd) based in Ravenstonedale.  This is the applicant’s preferred contactor, the latter having previously carried out work for the Parish Council 
and have also won national awards for their high standard of work.  
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The Applicant has obtained planning permission and listed building consent for the two storey side extension (ref E/12/39 & 39A/LB, dated 24 July 2018). The 
consents are subject to compliance with conditions relating to a 3 year time period for implementation. The works are required to be carried out in accordance 
with the approved plans.  
 
The application has been assessed against the SDF scoring criteria and the project will contribute to National Park purposes as it will enhance a heritage asset 
which contains a local archive by providing additional facilities that make the community space more accessible and increase its viability by increased footfall 
from visiting groups. The project has also scored reasonably well against the SDF’s social and economic criteria.  
 
Consultation responses: 
 
Planning Policy Officer 
Supports the application.  The combined contribution of £20,000 across the two applications is justified given the value of the facility to the community and other 
users, also because it satisfies a clear need for a meeting place in the village and houses the archive facility. The proposal will make the building far more 
useable. It is very high cost but as we are not contributing a significant proportion of the overall sum that is more an issue for the main funder.  
 
What the grant will be used for:  The SDF grant will contribute towards the following – a two storey extension to include new toilets and improved access to the 
Community Centre and temporary toilet hire throughout the construction period. 
 
Match funding:   
A summary of the match funding –  
 
Eden District Council Signature Project Fund – applied for £95,847, recommendation will be for £71,885.25 due to the fund being oversubscribed (not secured) 
Community & Heritage Centre - £10,000 (secured) 
Ravenstonedale Parish Council - £10,000 (secured) 
Shortfall - £25,910.75 (not secured) 
Management Plan Objectives:  
The project will not directly contribute towards delivering any of the objectives in the Management Plan but it will safeguard the future of an existing important 
community meeting place which is a Grade II Listed Building within a designed Conservation Area. 
Recommendation:  
 
Approve subject to the standard Sustainable Development Fund conditions.  
 
Officer:  Andrea Burden, Sustainable Development Officer                            Date:  23 January 2019 
 
Final Decision – YDNPA’s Finance and Resources Committee – 12 February 2019. 
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