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Executive Summary 
 
This document summarises the findings of a landscape character assessment of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park undertaken between April and July 2001, together with the findings of the Quality of Life 
(QoL) Capital assessment in relation to key elements of landscape character undertaken over the 
same period.  The study was commissioned by the National Park Authority in March 2001 and has 
been prepared by Estell Warren Landscape Architects.  
 
Landscape character is defined as a distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occur 
consistently in a particular type of landscape.  Patterns of geology, landform, soils and vegetation, 
land use, field patterns and human settlement combine together to create character.  At the broad 
scale, landscape character makes the Yorkshire Dales distinct from other parts of Britain; at the local 
scale there are distinct character differences between different dales and between different areas of a 
single dale. The brief of this assessment has been to identify landscape character areas on a dale by 
dale basis in accordance with the way in which the Park is managed and the way in which the local 
community relates to it.    
 
Landscape character assessment aims to record this character in an objective, value free way such 
that it forms a baseline assessment which can be developed into landscape strategies and 
guidelines, or which can be utilised to guide planning policy or inform development control decisions.  
This character assessment has been undertaken in accordance with published guidance.   
 
The Quality of Life Capital Approach is being promoted jointly by the Countryside Agency, English 
Heritage, English Nature and the Environment Agency as a means of providing a systematic way to 
identify what matters in the environment and how to manage it.  For the purpose of this study QoL 
identifies factors that provide environmental benefits and disbenefits within the landscape and 
identifies broad management objectives for the future.  The relationship of QoL to the landscape 
characterisation process is straightforward; characterisation describes the landscape whereas QoL 
evaluates and derives aims for the landscape.  Within this study QoL has been applied to the 
distinctive range of elements which combine to form the landscape (eg drystone walls and barns, 
limestone outcrops), area wide benefits which the landscape may provide (such as peace and 
solitude, dark skies) and detractors (eg quarries which may have an adverse effect on landscape 
character).  The QoL Capital assessment has been undertaken in accordance with guidance provided 
on the website (www.qualityoflifecapital.org.uk). 
 
This report sets out the findings of the landscape character assessment and Quality of Life Capital 
assessment in five sections:  
 
An introductory section sets out the background, context and scope of study, the relationship between 
this study and previous studies and the relationship between this study and the studies undertaken by 
neighbouring authorities. The methodology is briefly described.  
 
Section 2 describes the landscape character of the Yorkshire Dales as a whole together with the 
physical, historic and cultural, settlements and buildings and landcover influences that have shaped 
the landscape.  
 
Section 3 summarises the landscape character types identified within the Yorkshire Dales by the 
Countryside Agency and the relationship between these landscape types and the character areas 
identified as part of this report.  
 
Section 4, the main body of the report, subdivided for convenience into Dales and Dales Fringe 
character areas and upland character areas, is further divided into geographic areas as follows:  
 

Dales and Dales Fringe Character Areas 

Swaledale and Arkengarthdale 
The Cumbrian Dales 
Wensleydale 
The Craven Dales 
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Malhamdale and the Southern/South Western Dales Fringes 
Wharfedale and Littondale 

Upland Character Areas  

The Southern Howgill Fells 
The Yorkshire Moors and Fells  
 
This breakdown can be readily appreciated by reference to Figure 4. 
 
For each geographic area the key influences that have led to the shaping of the landscape are 
described before each of the character areas are described in turn. Each of these character areas is 
accompanied by a summary colour sheet, showing the boundaries of the area in relation to an OS 
map, including photographs to convey the key visual qualities of the area and a summary of key 
characteristics.  A summary map of the whole of the National Park is provided at the end of the report 
and the character area boundaries have also been incorporated into the National Parks Authority’s 
GIS system.  Section 4 completes the landscape characterisation section of the report which can act 
as a baseline from which to undertake further studies;  
 
Section 5 considers the background to landscape change, recent pressures for change on 
landscapes and key features and forces for, and direction of, future changes.  The Quality of Life 
Capital Assessment starts by identifying environmental benefits and disbenefits of key elements of 
character before evaluating them in order to identify the appropriate management priority and 
prescription. The results of these assessments are summarised in a series of tables at the end of the 
report.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Background to this Report 

1.1 In April 2001, Estell Warren Landscape Architects were appointed by the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority (YDNP) to undertake a landscape character 
assessment of the National Park and prepare a Quality of Life (QoL) Capital 
Assessment (formerly known as Environmental Capital Assessment) in relation to 
key elements of landscape character.   

The Yorkshire Dales National Park 

1.2 The Yorkshire Dales National Park was designated in 1954 and at 1773 square 
kilometres is Britain’s third largest.  It straddles the Pennine watershed and 
comprises high exposed moorland plateaux incised by long, deep dales carved by 
ice and water, upon which successive generations of hunters, herdsmen, farmers, 
monks and miners have left their mark, creating distinct local variations in 
landscape character.  It has a population of nearly 20,000 people and is visited by a 
further 8 million people every year.  The traditional landscape of the Dales is highly 
valued by those who live and work in the Park and visitors alike.   

1.3 The Park is administered by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority for the 
purposes of conserving and enhancing its natural and built environment, wildlife and 
cultural heritage and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment 
of the special qualities of the Park by the public.  The Authority also has a duty to 
seek to foster the economic and social wellbeing of the local communities within the 
Park area in pursuing its primary purposes.  The Authority is the statutory planning 
authority for development control and other planning policy matters.   

1.4 The Park has a sense of place that is unique; its special qualities result from a 
combination of the visual qualities of the landscape, the qualities of the natural 
environment in particular its plants and wildlife, and the cultural heritage of the Park 
giving the added dimension of a sense of time, depth and history, together with the 
more intangible qualities appreciated by residents and visitors to the Park such as 
peace, solitude, wildness, space, inspiration and the escape the Park offers from 
urban living.   

1.5 This landscape assessment in combination with the Biodiversity Action Plan for the 
Dales published under the heading of Nature in the Dales in August 2000 and a 
forthcoming historic character assessment of the Dales will assist the greater 
understanding and appreciation of the special qualities of the National Park and 
guide future decision making, policy and management.   

Context and Scope of this Study 

1.6 Landscape character assessment is an objective, value-free assessment of 
landscape concerned with character rather than quality or value, although following 
the process of characterisation judgements may be made about particular 
landscapes and values may be assigned to them to inform particular decisions.   

1.7 Landscape character is defined as a distinct and recognisable pattern of elements 
that occur consistently in a particular type of landscape.  Patterns of geology, 
landform, soils and vegetation, land use, field patterns and human settlement 
combine together to create character.  At the broad scale character makes each 
part of Britain distinctive and gives each its sense of place; at the local scale there 
may be distinct character differences between different areas of a single valley or 
dale.   
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1.8 The purpose of this landscape character assessment project, as identified by the 
National Parks Authority, is:  

 to promote an appreciation and wider understanding of landscape 
within the National Park;  

 to identify areas of similar type and character and provide a 
classification and description of these distinct areas to act as a baseline 
from which to draw information to guide and inform the development of 
policy for the forthcoming Local Plan Review and guide and inform 
Area Action Plans; 

 to guide and inform development control and landscape management 
decisions; and  

 to provide the basis from which to prepare a landscape strategy and 
guidelines for the National Park.   

1.9 This landscape character assessment has the following objectives: 

 to confirm the Countryside Agency’s Draft Classification of Landscape 
Types as they apply to the Yorkshire Dales National Park; 

 to classify the landscape into distinct landscape character areas, 
identifying their key characteristics and, importantly, describing how the 
key elements interact to produce character;  

 to describe the influences that have led to the development of the 
character and character variations observed today (including physical, 
historic and cultural, settlements and buildings, landcover);  

 to be presented on a dale by dale basis; 

 to incorporate elements of the Quality of Life Capital approach into the 
assessment process (in particular to identify the elements of the 
landscape that it would be important to conserve and why, and to 
identify current trends and drivers for future change); and 

 to co-ordinate the assessment with other landscape character 
assessments that have been undertaken or are in the process of being 
undertaken on Park boundary areas.   

1.10 Due to the short length of the project period and resource limitations, the project 
brief did not allow for stakeholder participation in the characterisation process, 
although officers of the National Park Authority contributed their expertise to inform 
the Quality of Life Capital Assessment.   

The Study Area 

1.11 The study area extends to the boundaries of the National Park, shown on Figure 1.  
The Park includes parts of the County of North Yorkshire (Richmondshire and 
Craven Districts), and part of Cumbria (South Lakeland District).  On parts of its 
western boundary, the National Park abuts the County of Lancashire (Lancaster 
District); on the southern boundary a small section abuts Bradford Metropolitan 
District; on the eastern boundary it abuts Harrogate District, and on the northern 
boundary it abuts both the Eden District of Cumbria and the Teesdale District of 
County Durham.   
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1.12 The boundaries of the National Park coincide with the eastern edge of the Forest of 
Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in the west, the southern 
boundary of the North Pennine AONB in the north and the western boundary of the 
Nidderdale AONB in the east.   

Relationship to Previous Studies 

1.13 This assessment has been undertaken against the background of a number of 
previous landscape assessment studies:  

a)  The National Park Plan First Review, June 1984, which, prior to the publication 
of detailed guidance on landscape assessment by the Countryside Commission in 
1993, divided the National Park into a number of landscape zones as follows:  

Dales Heartland and Three Peaks; 

Southern Fringe; 

Eastern Moors; 

Mid Wharfedale; 

Central and Northern Watersheds; 

Wensleydale;  

Northern Dales; 

Cumbrian Dales; 

North Western Fells. 

The zones were defined on a schematic map and were accompanied by a brief 
description.  The consultants have found these broad areas to be soundly based 
and have developed upon these in identifying the landscape character areas within 
the present study.   

b)  The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food’s report entitled ‘The Pennine 
Dales Environmentally Sensitive Area Landscape Assessment 1995’.  This 
landscape assessment was intended to act as a baseline document for the 
landscape monitoring of the ESA, within which certain areas of the National Park 
are included, and focuses on the rural landscape as created and influenced by 
agricultural land management.  The landscape monitoring programme was designed 
to give an assessment of the effects of ESA designation on landscape quality.   

The document sets out the description and key characteristics of the landscape in 
the Pennine Dales ESA before describing the landscape of each dale and how the 
combination of landscape types combine to create its particular individual character, 
on the premise that if the balance of elements change they will affect the character 
and quality of the landscape.  Categories identified within the National Park included 
Dale Bottom, Dale Beck Side, Notched Dale Beck Side, Lower Dale Sides, Upper 
Dale Side, Irregular Bottom and Dale Sides, Wooded Dale Sides, Open Topland 
and Allotments, Lower Dale, Middle Dale and Upper Dale.   

The document has been useful in informing the present study for the parts of the 
Park within the ESA. 

c)  The Countryside Commission’s Countryside Character Initiative, Volume 2 North 
West and Volume 3 Yorkshire and the Humber.  These documents define and 
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describe the regional landscape character areas of England, of which two, the 
Yorkshire Dales and the Howgill Fells, fall partly within the boundaries of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park.  The relationship between these regional character 
areas and the National Park boundary is shown on Figure 2.  The information 
provided within these documents has formed useful background for the present 
study and has formed the basis for the overall description of the Landscape of the 
National Park in Section 2.   

The Countryside Agency’s new Draft Landscape Typology for England, which 
subdivides the 159 regional character areas within England into their component 
landscape types, based on the three determinants of physiography, soils/surface 
cover and cultural patterns.  Within the Yorkshire Dales National Park the types 
identified within each of the three regional character areas are as follows:  

Table 1: Relationship between Countryside Character Initiative's Regional Landscape 
Character Areas and Draft Landscape Typology Components 

Countryside 
Character Initiative 
Character Area 
Number 

Countryside 
Character Initiative 
Character Area 
Name 

Draft Landscape Typology Components  

Definitive Attributes (physiography, soils/surface cover, 
cultural pattern) 

21 Yorkshire Dales 

 

 

HDO (high hills, impoverished soils, unsettled/open land) 

VLA (upland vales and valleys, shallow soils over 
limestone, wooded-ancient woods) 

RCD (intermediate physiography, shallow soils over 
limestone, dispersed unwooded) 

HLO (high hills, shallow soils over limestone, 
unsettled/open land) 

UDW (low hills, impoverished soils, wetland/waste 
unwooded) 

VPA (upland vales and valleys, gleyed soils over hard 
rock, wooded-ancient woods) 

UPA (low hills, gleyed soils over hard rock, wooded-
ancient woods) 

RBD (intermediate physiography, brown soils, dispersed 
unwooded) 

VPD (upland vales and valleys, gleyed soils over hard 
rock, dispersed unwooded) 

18 Howgill Fells HDO (high hills, impoverished soils, unsettled/open land) 

VPA (upland vales and valleys, gleyed soils over hard 
rock, wooded-ancient woods 

VPD (upland vales and valleys, gleyed soils over hard 
rock, dispersed unwooded) 
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The present study is based on the landscape types identified by the Countryside 
Agency study although the boundaries identified have been further refined by the 
consultants during fieldwork.  The types identified have also formed the basis of the 
subdivision of the Park into landscape character areas.  

Cumbria County Council undertook an assessment of landscape types and sub 
types for the 1995 Cumbria Landscape Classification, which did not include the 
section of the Yorkshire Dales National Park falling within Cumbria.  The 
subsequent landscape strategy (undated) however included a characterisation of 
the Cumbrian area of the Yorkshire Dales in the following categories: 

Table 2: Landscape Types within Cumbrian Area of National Park 

Character Type Sub Type 

8 Main Valleys 8b Broad Valleys 

8d Dales 

13 Fells and Scarps 13c Fells 

 

These types within Cumbria coincide broadly with the draft typology prepared by the 
Countryside Agency, 13c Fells in Cumbria approximately coinciding with CA type 
HDO, 8b coinciding with CA type VPD and 8d coinciding with CA types VPD, VPA 
and VLA.   

Relationship to Studies Undertaken by Neighbouring Authorities 

1.14 All of the authorities situated on the National Park boundary, with the exception of 
Richmondshire, have undertaken landscape character assessments or are in the 
process of undertaking them.  These character assessments, where available, have 
been taken into account in the confirmation of landscape types and identification of 
character areas within the Yorkshire Dales to ensure continuity across the Park 
boundary. The status of studies undertaken by neighbouring authorities is 
summarised in Table 3 below and illustrated on Figure 1:  

Table 3: Landscape Types and Landscape Character Areas on National Park Boundaries  

Authority and Document Reference Character Types bounding 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park (and sub type where 
relevant indicated in italics) 

Character Areas bounding 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Park 

Cumbria County Council Cumbria 
Landscape Classification 1995 and 
Cumbria Landscape Strategy 

8 Main Valleys 

8b Broad Valleys 

8c Valley Corridors 

8d Dales 

11 Upland Fringes 

11a Foothills 

13 Fells and Scarps 

None identified as part of 
this study 
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13b Moorland, High Plateau 

13c Fells 

Lancashire County Council 

A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire 
2000 

Landscape Character Assessment  

Integrated assessment drawing 
together previous assessments 
including Forest of Bowland AONB 
study (Countryside Commission 1992) 

4 Moorland Fringe  4h Leck Fell Fringe 

13 Drumlin Field 13b Bentham-Clapham 
Drumlin Field 

21 Limestone Fells 21a Leck Fell 

Craven District Council, North 
Yorkshire 

Assessment undertaken as part of the 
Lancashire County Council study 

5 Undulating Lowland 
Farmland  

5f Lower Ribblesdale 
(Guisburn to Hellifield) 

11 Valley Floodplains 11b Long Preston Reaches 

11c Aire Valley 

13 Drumlin Field 13a Gargrave Drumlin Field 

13b Bentham-Clapham 
Drumlin Field 

14 Rolling Upland Farmland 14b Lothersdale and 
Cringles 

Bradford Metropolitan District Council 

Landscape Assessment 2000 

Wharfedale  

Enclosed Pasture 

None identified as part of 
this study 

Harrogate District Council, North 
Yorkshire 

Landscape Appraisal for the Harrogate 
District 1993 (incorporating the findings 
of the Nidderdale AONB study 
(Countryside Commission 1991) 

Moorland Plateau 

Grassland Plateau 

Upper Valley- Colsterdale 

Wharfedaleside 

Upland Fringes 

None identified as part of 
this study 

Richmondshire District Council, North 
Yorkshire 

No study undertaken to 
date 

No study undertaken to 
date 

Durham County Council 

Study in course of preparation  

Moorland Plateau 

Low Moors  

High Moors 

None identified as part of 
this study 
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Methodology 

1.15 The methodology used for this assessment has followed that recommended in the 
Interim Landscape Character Assessment Guidance prepared on behalf of the 
Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage by Land Use Consultants and 
the Department of Landscape, University of Sheffield, August 1999.  Briefly, the 
process included: 

 familiarisation with the area through information gathering, sieve 
analysis and desk study, culminating in the preparation of a map of 
draft landscape types and character areas compatible where possible 
with those identified across boundary areas;  

 site survey including completion of field survey forms, photography and 
other field recording to check draft character types and areas and refine 
as necessary; prepare final draft map indicating boundaries and consult 
with Park Authority; 

 consultation with key individuals to assist the team in understanding 
landscape character and in particular recent and future pressures for 
change and trends; 

 confirmation of key characteristics of each landscape type and 
identification of key characteristics of each character area;  

 research and prepare sections of text on landscape character of each 
character area and prepare descriptions of the influences that have led 
to the development of the character and character variations observed 
today (including physical, historic and cultural, settlements and 
buildings and landcover) for each geographic area; 

 preparation of Quality of Life Capital assessment for identified key 
features of each character area; 

 report text, illustrative sheet and map production and presentation and 
submission to Park Authority.    

Structure of this Report 

1.16 This report sets out the findings of the landscape character assessment and Quality 
of Life Capital Assessment in six sections:  

 following this introductory section, Section 2 describes the landscape 
character of the Yorkshire Dales as a whole together with the physical, 
historic and cultural, settlements and buildings and landcover 
influences that have shaped the landscape;  

 Section 3 goes on to describe the distinct landscape character types 
within the Yorkshire Dales and summarises their key characteristics, 
setting the scene for the following section; 

 Section 4, the main body of the report, which breaks down the 
landscape types geographically into landscape character areas on a 
dale-by-dale basis (and including separately identified upland character 
areas), describes their key characteristics and landscape character and 
the forces that have shaped the landscape of each dale or geographic 
area.  Each of these character areas is accompanied by an illustrative 
colour sheet, showing the boundaries of the area in relation to an OS 
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map and including photographs (and illustrative material) to convey the 
key visual qualities of the area.  Section 4 completes the landscape 
characterisation section of the report which can act as a baseline from 
which to undertake further studies;  

 Section 5 considers the background to landscape change, recent 
pressures for change on landscapes and key features and forces for, 
and direction of, future changes.  The Quality of Life Capital 
Assessment starts by identifying environmental benefits and disbenefits 
of key elements of character before evaluating them in order to identify 
the appropriate management priority and prescription. 
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2 THE YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK  

Key Characteristics 

 Large-scale upland landscape of high exposed moorland dissected by 
dales that are often deep.   

 Striking contrasts between wild, remote moors and sheltered dales, 
each with its own character.   

 Marginal agriculture arising from relatively high altitude and poor 
climate, creating a landscape of little or slow change.   

 Visible evidence of historic land use arising from conservation of 
features from all periods.   

 Millstone Grit plateaux of high moorland in the east contrasting with the 
Yoredale Series of alternating limestone, sandstone and shales in the 
north and west.  The latter form typically stepped profiles to dale sides.   

 Great Scar Limestone in the south and west, giving rise to classic 
glacio-karst landscape with cave systems, outcrops, scars, grills, 
gorges and pavements.   

 Variation is provided by the distinctive steep sided smooth and rounded 
hills of the Howgill Fells, a wild and remote area, which has formed 
from an outcrop of sequences of sandstones, siltstones and mudstones 
of Silurian age.   

 Pattern of bleak sweeping moorlands of heather or extensive blanket 
bog on plateaux, with rough grazing on upper slopes, permanent 
pastures on dale sides and fields cut for hay or silage on more fertile 
land in the bottom of the dales.   

 Very strong patterns and drystone walls, with very large rectilinear 
enclosures on most fell tops, much smaller enclosures in dales, and 
often older, irregular patterns around settlements.   

 Numerous small stone field barns in all the dales but most notable in 
Swaledale, Wensleydale and upper Wharfedale.   

 Vernacular character of gritstone and limestone buildings including also 
scattered farmsteads, particularly in the north and west, and small 
nuclear villages on valley floors, related to river crossing points and 
transport routes.   

 Very limited tree cover, confined to villages, sycamore clumps around 
farmsteads, streamsides and steep slopes.   

 Sparse, ancient broadleaved woodlands on steep gill and dale sides.   

 Widespread remains of historic mineral working especially lead mining.   

Landscape Character 

2.1 The Yorkshire Dales form part of the chain of Pennine uplands running up the 
centre of Northern England.  The Dales are separated from the North Pennines by 
the Stainmore Trough faults and from the more industrialised southern Pennines by 
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the South Craven faults.  They differ from those adjacent Pennine uplands as a 
result of the relatively greater influence of limestone than gritstone in the Yorkshire 
Dales.  From altitudes of over 600 metres, the land drops down towards the fertile 
Vales of York and Mowbray to the east, and to the low lying plains of Lancashire to 
the south west, dividing the Dales from the Bowland Fells.  To the north west lie the 
older rock formations of the Lake District and surrounds.   

2.2 The unique character of the area stems from the characteristic pattern of underlying 
geology and a distinctive pattern of pastoral farming, which has shaped the 
landscape for centuries.  The relatively high altitude, short growing season and high 
rainfall has meant that the area has always had limited possibilities for agriculture, 
which is restricted to the rearing of livestock.  A self-contained farming system, of 
small holdings based upon a flock of sheep and a few cattle, providing its own 
winter feed needs and using all grades of pasture, rough grazing and moorland to 
the fullest extent, has created the landscape and is an integral part of its character.   

2.3 The close relationships between rock types, landform, climate and the resulting 
history of man’s activities can be clearly seen in this landscape.  Change has been 
slow and relatively limited in its effects and, as a result, evidence of man’s activities 
has survived, from the earliest periods onwards, creating an overwhelming sense of 
continuity with the past.   

2.4 The landscape is characterised by contrasts, especially between the dales below 
and the moors above.  In the dales the environment is more sheltered and there are 
intricate patterns of walled fields, containing meadow grasses and wild flowers.  
Small villages and farmstead, built of local stone, are tucked into sheltered corners 
often with clumps of trees protecting them from the worst of the elements.  On the 
dale sides the network of walls continues with scattered stone field barns often 
appearing as distinctive features.  The steepest slopes are frequently marked by the 
presence of sparse woodlands or sometimes open rock scree.  Fast-flowing 
streams tumble down the slopes forming dramatic waterfalls where the harder rock 
is rougher and coarser.  On the fell tops the grassland gives way to sweeps of 
heather moorland and cotton grass bog.  Everywhere there are dramatic views of 
characteristic combinations of hillside, valley walls and barns, punctuated by 
outcrops of rock, streams and trees, and enlivened by the colours and textures of 
wildflowers.  This is the essence of the Dales landscape.   

2.5 The area has a physical and cultural unity, and yet displays significant variation 
within its landscape.  The glaciated karst landscape of the Great Scar Limestone 
dominates the landscape in the south and west notably around the Ingleborough 
area.  The Craven faults are responsible for dramatic parallel scars in the south, 
giving rise to well known features such as Giggleswick Scar and Malham Cove.  
The rocks of the Yoredale series overlie the Carboniferous Limestone and form the 
moorland hills and plateaux, which are divided by the intervening limestone dales.   

2.6 The moors are high and wild, with extensive areas of rough grazing and very large, 
often hardly visible, walled enclosures.  These high summits dominate the skyline 
above the dales, providing extensive views out over the enclosed land below and 
dividing one dale from another.  There are extensive areas of heather moorland, 
especially in the north (Swaledale) and in the south (Barden Moor).  Here the 
Millstone Grit outcrops, notably at Simons Seat.  The gritstone also influences the 
character of stone walls, barns and other buildings, distinguishing them from some 
of the westerly moorland areas.   

2.7 In the north west of the National Park, the Howgill Fells comprise an unusual and 
dramatic group of steep sided, rounded hills, sharply incised by a number narrow 
rocky of gills to which small woodlands cling.  Reaching heights of over 600m, by 
their remarkable form they stand out noticeably from the surrounding land.  A large 
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part of the Fells consist of relatively high and exposed open moorland that provides 
uninterrupted views.  In places the gently sloping ridge tops are covered by poorly 
drained moorland with blanket bogs underlain by deep peat.  Some of the steeper 
slopes are covered with loose scree and small streams cascade down the gills, 
occasionally forming dramatic waterfalls, notably Cautley Spout.  On the better-
drained side slopes rough grassland, bracken and small patches of heather are 
heavily grazed by sheep and cattle.  The fells are unenclosed, but drystone walls 
separate the open common land from the rough pastures on the lower slopes.  
Isolated farmsteads occur on the lower slopes or in the valley bottoms, sheltered by 
clumps of trees.   

2.8 Each of the dales has its own distinctive character.  In the north, Swaledale is 
perhaps the typical Yoredale valley, with its sweeps of heather moorland on the fell 
tops, its pattern of walls and field barns, flower-rich meadows and small tight knit 
villages.  Wensleydale is wider, with a more varied landform which creates some 
very enclosed areas, Bishopdale is broad, with lines of trees and small plantations 
cutting across the dale, while Widdale has a rather bleak and forbidding character 
with rough grazing predominating and a number of rather incongruous conifer 
plantations.  Wharfedale and Littondale demonstrate the typical Dales character of 
strong patterns of walls and field barns on the valley floors, with woodlands, 
surviving on valley sides, and compact villages of stone tucked into the hillsides 
next to winding rivers.  Coverdale is quiet, dominated by rough grazing, with many 
small streams cutting down the hillsides while Dentdale, in the north west, shows 
the influence of wetter, milder conditions, with small fields bounded by hedges, 
rather than drystone walls, contributing to a sheltered, softer, more domestic 
landscape.   

2.9 Dales in the south and west reflect the influence of the underlying limestone.  They 
are wide and open, with rugged outcrops of light coloured rock and pale green 
pastures, creating a distinctive combination of light and colour.  Ribblesdale is 
affected by large quarries on the dale sides, while Chapel-le-Dale reveals the 
underlying rock dramatically, with broad shelves of limestone on both sides.  The 
hillsides, walls, and isolated buildings all have a unity of colour that creates a sense 
of openness and light. 

Physical Influences 

2.10 The predominant rock of the Dales is the Carboniferous Limestone, formed about 
300 million years ago.  This is overlain by the Yoredale series of sedimentary rocks 
that are in turn overlain by Millstone Grit, which forms a capping to some of the 
highest hills.  The region broadly coincides with the Askrigg Block in which 
Carboniferous strata are generally flat lying and not faulted or folded.   

2.11 The Carboniferous Limestone comprises thick, strong, hard and compact beds of 
limestone interbedded with mudstone.  The limestone is predominantly grey in 
colour, although it can vary from cream to dark grey and the familiar white colour of 
the exposed rock is due to the formation of a surface patina resulting from 
weathering.  The prominent bedding planes of the rock can be seen in the locally 
extensive, but nationally rare limestone pavements along valley sides and in notable 
outcrops and crags.   

2.12 The Yoredale series of rocks consist of repeating layers of alternating weak shales 
and hard sandstones and limestones, with thin coal seams.  These give rise to the 
stepped topography, which is such a distinctive feature of dales such as 
Wensleydale, and creates the dramatic profiles of Ingleborough and Pen-y-ghent.  
The bands of hard rock overlying softer rocks also give rise to numerous waterfalls 
often with large pools curved out in the softer rocks at their base.  Further north, the 
sandstones are more prominent and are locally a source of flagstones.   
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2.13 The thick beds of hard sandstone in the Millstone Grit have resisted the forces of 
glaciation and form plateaux of high, exposed moorland, covered with heath and 
upland bog, including Grassington Moor, Barden Moor and Barden Fell in the south 
east and Great Shunner Fell in the north west.   

2.14 An outcrop of sequences of sandstones, siltstones and mudstones of Silurian age 
has contributed to the unique form of the Howgill Fells in the north west of the 
National Park.  Although the geological structure is relatively complex, the rocks all 
possess a similar resistance to erosion, which gives rise to the smooth, rounded 
shape, which is so characteristic of these fells.  Ice scouring during the last 
glaciation has only acted to emphasise the evenness of the slopes.   

2.15 With the predominance of limestone, there are few naturally occurring water bodies.  
However, where the overlying Carboniferous rocks have been eroded away, inliers 
of the older rocks below occur often in the valley bottoms.  These are in the Silurian 
and Ordovician mudstones, siltstones and greywacke.  They form the impermeable 
beds that underlie Malham Tarn and can be seen in part of Ribblesdale and 
Crummackdale.   

2.16 All the different rocks have been eroded and smoothed by glacial activity.  
Wharfedale and Littondale show the classic u-shape of glacial valleys.  Deposits of 
moraine resulted in the creation of Semer Water while elsewhere boulder clay has 
been deposited and shaped into drumlins by the action of glaciers.  The extensive 
drumlin field around Ribblehead, for example, is a remarkable hummocky 
landscape.   

2.17 Glacial activity over the underlying limestone has created the distinctive features of 
the classic glacio-karst landscape, with outcrops, scars, gorges (some with tufa 
deposits, as at Gordale Scar) and erratics.  Underneath, revealed only by sinkholes 
and potholes, are some of the most extensive cave systems in Europe.   

2.18 Ore deposits, principally of lead and barite, occur in fissure veins associated with 
faults in Carboniferous rocks.  Mineralisation occurs mainly between Settle and 
Grassington Moor, and along Wharfedale to Wensleydale and Upper Swaledale.   

Historical and Cultural Influences 

2.19 Change in this landscape has been slow and of limited impact and as a result 
evidence remains of human activities from the earliest inhabitation onwards.  
Recent work has revealed the area to be extremely rich in archaeological remains, 
many of which are clearly visible within the landscape.  Among the most obvious 
are the parallel strip lynchets on some dale sides, which are of Anglo Saxon or 
Roman origin.   

2.20 The names of the villages and farmsteads give an indication of their origins.  In the 
north and west Norse tribes, who invaded the area in the 9

th
 and 10

th
 centuries, set 

up large farmsteads with winter and summer pastures often indicated by the names 
–sett, -thwaite and -scale.  Examples include Appersett and Southerscales.  Anglo-
Danish names ending in –by, -thorpe, -ley, -ton, -ing, such as Grassington, tend to 
predominate in the south and east of the area.  These settlements were commonly 
small villages adjacent to the open fields that all villages shared.  Livestock were 
moved to higher ground during the summer, while the strip fields were cultivated.  
Evidence of this pattern can still be seen around Kettlewell and Starbotton in 
Wharfedale in the long, narrow, walled enclosures from the original strips.   

2.21 The most obvious historic feature of the Dales is the network of walled fields that 
spreads across all valleys and hillsides.  The fields close to the settlements are 
small, often irregular, and date back to the 17

th
 century or earlier when the open 
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field system gave way to a system in which each villager farmed a smallholding.  
These smallholdings consisted of a few fields in the valley bottom and on the side 
slopes, with a barn for the over-wintering of a small herd of cattle, resulting in the 
numerous scattered field barns.  Walled tracks were created, leading up from the 
valley bottom to the fell tops, giving access to the open moorland for summer 
grazing.  Larger enclosures resulted from the period of Parliamentary Enclosure, 
from the 18

th
 century onwards, whilst the largest enclosures, defined by long, 

straight walls striding across the rugged hilltops, arose from later enclosure still, in 
the 19

th
 century.  These effectively enclosed the majority of land leaving only small 

fell tops as open grazing land, particularly in the north.   

2.22 Activities other than farming have also influenced the landscape.  Lead mining has 
long been an integral part of the primarily agricultural way of life in the Dales with 
records of mining in Roman times at Greenhow.  In the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries, 

when the population was probably at its highest, many farmers combined working in 
the local mine with running a smallholding.  The mining was always small scale, but 
evidence of it can still be seen, from the ruins of smelting mills and chimneys to bell 
pits and spoil heaps, notably in Swaledale and Arkengarthdale and above 
Grassington in Wharfedale.  Small limekilns built into the hillside are also common.  
Thin coals in the Millstone Grit were worked locally on a small-scale, for example at 
Fountains Fell.  Today, the primary mineral extraction is the quarrying of limestone 
and gritstone.   

2.23 Transport also played its part and today the remaining network of stone wall lined 
roads and tracks are a legacy of the old routes of sheep droves, coal lanes and 
packhorse tracks.  The Settle-Carlisle railway, opened in 1876, runs up Ribblesdale 
and continues northwards through the landscape, often in steep cuttings but also 
passing over huge viaducts, the most spectacular being the 24 arch viaduct at 
Ribblehead.   

2.24 Because of its unique landscape qualities, the area has long attracted artists and 
writers, the most famous being JM Turner, who toured and sketched here in 1816.  
There is also a striking painting of Gordale Scar, painted by James Ward in 1817.  
Adam Sedgewick (1785-1873), the geologist, was based in Dentdale and Reginald 
Farrer (1880-1920) a botanist who brought many exotic plants to England, was born 
and brought up at Ingleborough Hall, Clapham.  The poet Thomas Gray visited 
Gordale Scar in 1769 and the first tourist guide for the area (Aysgarth Falls) was 
written by Bishop Pocock as early as 1751.   

Buildings and Settlement 

2.25 As a result of its marginal agriculture, the area has always been sparsely populated.  
During the 12

th
 and 13

th
 centuries, the large northern monasteries, in particular 

Fountains and Jervaulx Abbeys, extended their influence and established outposts 
in the Dales from which to manage their extensive sheep runs.  But it was not until 
their dissolution in the 16

th
 century and the establishment of freeholders who began 

to prosper, that substantial farmsteads were built.  It is the vernacular domestic 
stone buildings of the farmsteads and small villages from this period that give the 
area much of its character.  Always built in local stone, Millstone Grit sandstone or 
Carboniferous limestone, with sandstone flags for roofing; the farms, barns and 
villages appear to have grown organically out of their landscape.  Churches tend to 
be unobtrusive with chapels a feature of many villages.   

2.26 By contrast with the dales and certain limited areas of moorland that have been 
worked for minerals, the moorland areas are largely devoid of settlement.   

Land Cover 
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2.27 The traditional system of farming, which relies upon grazing spread between the 
fertile valley and the upland rough grazing, has created the distinctive pattern of 
land cover.  Flocks of sheep were grazed on the hill tops in the summer and brought 
down to the sheltered valley bottom in winter and for lambing in the spring.  A few 
cattle were over-wintered in the field barns and fed with hay.  Their manure is used 
to fertilise the hay meadows.  Stock was moved out of the valley grassland onto the 
hills in late spring to allow crops of hay to be produced from the grassland.  This 
system has resulted in the exceptionally beautiful, flower rich meadows in the dales 
combined with the rough grazing and moorland at higher altitudes.   

2.28 Pressure of grazing including the practice of allowing livestock to find shelter under 
trees where they graze out any regenerating trees or shrubs has prevented the 
development of any substantial green cover.  The woods that remain are remnants 
of the formerly more extensive ancient, broadleaved woodland now confined to 
steep valley sides.  In such difficult conditions, tree growth is slow and the canopy 
tends to be very open, allowing the development of a rich ground flora.   

2.29 Extensive areas of moorland, particularly to the east of Wharfedale and in the north 
(Swaledale), are managed for grouse shooting and are some of the prime grouse 
moors of England.  Here the heather is carefully managed by controlled burning, 
creating a heather mosaic of different heights and ages.  In the west where the 
rainfall is higher, the moors are covered by blanket bog, with the typical vegetation 
of heather and cotton grass.   

2.30 On the limestone, pastures of close-cropped grass on thin soil support a range of 
flowers, including mountain pansy.  Where underground water seeps out, flushes 
occur which give rise to a rich wetland flora.   
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3 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES  

3.1 The Countryside Agency’s new Draft Landscape Typology for England subdivides 
the 159 regional character areas within England into their component landscape 
types, based on the three determinants of physiography, soils/surface cover and 
cultural patterns.  These draft landscape types have been utilised as a basis for this 
study and equate to landscape types within the Yorkshire Dales National Park as 
set out in the summary table below.  The landscape types are further subdivided 
into the constituent landscape character areas which form the core of this study in 
the right hand column.  

Table 4:  Countryside Agency Draft National Landscape Types, Landscape Types and 
Character Areas within the National Park 

Countryside Agency Draft National 
Landscape Types  

Landscape Types within Yorkshire 
Dales National Park  

Landscape Character 
Areas within Yorkshire 
Dales National Park 

HDO (high hills, impoverished 
soils, unsettled/open land) 

High land, mainly over 1000 ft, 
including descriptive landform 
classes 'high hills & ridges' and 
'mountains' (see below) - 
associated with Palaeozoic 
(Permian, Carboniferous, 
Devonian, Ordovician, Silurian & 
Cambrian) and earlier Pre-
Cambrian.   

Nutrient poor (podzolic), usually 
sandy or coarse loamy, mineral 
soils supporting dwarf shrub heath, 
acidic grassland, or relic heathy 
vegetation (bracken, gorse, etc.) - 
associated normally with 
sandstone, or sandy drift, but also 
developed on mixed sedimentary 
and igneous rocks in hard rock 
areas.   

Extensive areas of uncultivated, 
mainly unenclosed land (including 
moorland, heath and coastal 
grazing marsh) characterised by 
the virtual absence of human 
habitation.   

Moors and Fells  

Upland landscape, mainly over 
1000 ft, including fells, moors and 
ridges - associated with 
Carboniferous period 
(Carboniferous limestone and 
Millstone Grit) and 
Ordovician/Silurian Periods (grey 
turbidite sandstones and slates).   

Nutrient poor (podzolic) usually 
sandy or coarse loamy mineral 
soils supporting upland heath, 
acidic grassland, or relic heathy 
vegetation (bracken etc.) - 
associated mainly with drift from 
Palaeozoic sandstone, mudstone 
and shale, carboniferous 
mudstone and blanket peat.   

Extensive areas of uncultivated 
land, including moorland, heath 
and acidic grassland (partly 
unenclosed and partly enclosed by 
large rectilinear enclosures), 
characterised by the virtual 
absence of human habitation.   

Southern Howgill Fells  

Northern Gritstone 
Moors and Fells  

Three Peaks & Central 
Moors and Fells  

Eastern Gritstone Moors 
and Fells  

Southern Gritstone 
Moors and Fells 
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HLO (high hills, shallow soils over 
limestone, unsettled/open land) 

High land, mainly over 1000 ft, 
including descriptive landform 
classes 'high hills & ridges' and 
'mountains' (see below) - 
associated with Palaeozoic 
(Permian, Carboniferous, 
Devonian, Ordovician, Silurian & 
Cambrian) and earlier Pre-
Cambrian.   

Free draining loamy, or clayey 
soils developed directly on chalk or 
limestone bedrock - frequently 
distinguished by stoney soils in 
soft rock areas and rock 
outcrops/limestone pavement in 
hard rock areas.   

Extensive areas of uncultivated, 
mainly unenclosed land (including 
moorland, heath and coastal 
grazing marsh) characterised by 
the virtual absence of human 
habitation.   

Limestone Upland  

Upland landscape, mainly over 
1000 ft, including fells and moors - 
associated with Carboniferous 
period (Carboniferous limestone).   

Free draining loamy soils 
developed directly on limestone 
bedrock - frequently distinguished 
by rock outcrops/limestone 
pavement.   

Extensive areas of uncultivated 
land, including moorland, heath 
and acidic grassland, (partly 
unenclosed and partly enclosed by 
large rectilinear enclosures) 
characterised by the virtual 
absence of human habitation.   

 

Limestone Moors 

 

VLA (upland vales and valleys, 
shallow soils over limestone, 
wooded-ancient woods)  

Low-lying areas including 
descriptive landform classes 
'upland vales & valleys and 'rolling 
lowland' (see below) - associated 
mainly with Palaeozoic (Permian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, 
Ordovician, Silurian & Cambrian) 
and earlier Pre-Cambrian rocks of 
sedimentary origin.   

Free draining loamy, or clayey 
soils developed directly on chalk or 
limestone bedrock - frequently 
distinguished by stoney soils in 
soft rock areas and rock 
outcrops/limestone pavement in 
hard rock areas.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 
woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding enclosure pattern - in 
places associated with densely 
scattered hedgerow trees (typically 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland 

Dales within upland landscape - 
associated mainly with 
Carboniferous period 
(Carboniferous limestone).   

Free draining loamy soils 
developed directly on limestone 
bedrock - frequently distinguished 
by rock outcrops/limestone 
pavement.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 
woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding largely walled 
enclosure pattern.   

Dentdale 

Garsdale 

Kingsdale 

Upper Chapel-le-Dale  

Lower Chapel-le-Dale 

Ingleton Glens  

Upper Ribblesdale  

Mid Ribblesdale 

Lower Ribblesdale  

Crummackdale 

Upper Swaledale 

Arkengarthdale  

Mid Swaledale  

Upper Wensleydale  

Mid Wensleydale 
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oak).   

 

Lower Wensleydale 

Cotterdale 

Widdale 

Sleddale  

Raydale 

Bishopdale 

Waldendale 

Coverdale  

Langstrothdale 

Upper Wharfedale and 
Littondale  

Wharfedale-Craven 
Fault Area  

VPA (upland vales and valleys, 
gleyed soils over hard rock, 
wooded-ancient woods) 

Low-lying areas including 
descriptive landform classes 
'upland vales & valleys and 'rolling 
lowland' (see below) - associated 
mainly with Palaeozoic (Permian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, 
Ordovician, Silurian & Cambrian) 
and earlier Pre-Cambrian rocks of 
sedimentary origin.   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonal 
waterlogging is the main constraint 
to agricultural production, and 
these soils are mainly under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 
woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding enclosure pattern - in 
places associated with densely 
scattered hedgerow trees (typically 
oak).   

 

Poorly Drained Dale with Ancient 
Woodland  

Dales within upland landscape - 
associated mainly with 
Carboniferous (Yoredales and 
Millstone Grit), Ordovician/Silurian 
periods (grey turbidite sandstones 
and slates).   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonally 
waterlogged soils under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 
woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding largely walled 
enclosure pattern.   

Mid Wharfedale  

The Southern Valleys 
Enclosed by Winterburn 
Moor, Rylstone Fell and 
Flasby Fell.   

Part of Upper Rawthey 
Valley 
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UDW (low hills, impoverished soils, 
wetland/waste unwooded) 

Upstanding areas, mainly below 
1000 ft, including descriptive 
landform class 'low hills - sloping' 
(see below) - associated with 
Palaeozoic (Permian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, 
Ordovician, Silurian & Cambrian) 
and Mesozoic rocks (mainly 
sandstones & limestones) of 
sedimentary origin.   

Nutrient poor (podzolic), usually 
sandy or coarse loamy, mineral 
soils supporting dwarf shrub heath, 
acidic grassland, or relic heathy 
vegetation (bracken, gorse, etc.) - 
associated normally with 
sandstone, or sandy drift, but also 
developed on mixed sedimentary 
and igneous rocks in hard rock 
areas.   

Open, sparsely settled agricultural 
landscapes characterised by a 
surveyor-enclosed pattern of large 
rectilinear fields and isolated 
farmsteads.  Tree cover is usually 
restricted to watercourses, or 
groups of trees around buildings.   

Sparsely Settled Upland Margins  

Low hills, mainly below 1000ft 
associated with Carboniferous 
period (Carboniferous limestone 
and Millstone Grit) and glacial 
deposits.   

Nutrient poor (podzolic) fine loamy 
mineral soils supporting upland 
heath and acidic grassland- 
associated mainly with drift from 
Palaeozoic sandstone, mudstone 
and shale and blanket peat.   

Open, sparsely settled agricultural 
landscapes characterised by a 
pattern of large rectilinear fields 
and isolated farmsteads.  
Broadleaved tree cover is 
generally restricted to 
watercourses, or groups of trees 
around buildings, but is 
supplemented by areas of 
coniferous plantation.   

 

Newton and Otterburn 
Moor  

Malhamdale  
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RCD (intermediate physiography, 
Clay/gley soils over soft rock, 
dispersed unwooded) 

Rolling/undulating areas, below 
1000 ft, including descriptive 
landform classes 'low hills - 
plateau' and 'rolling lowland' (see 
below) - associated mainly with 
Mesozoic (Cretaceous, Jurassic, 
Triassic & Permian) or Tertiary 
rocks of sedimentary origin and 
glacial till.   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
glacial tills and soft clays.  
Seasonal waterlogging is the main 
constraint to agricultural production 
mainly under permanent 
grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
characterised by a moderate to 
high level of dispersal, comprising 
scattered farmsteads and frequent 
clusters of wayside dwellings.  
Although typically unwooded, 
hedgerow, streamside and other 
trees are often a prominent 
feature.   

Poorly Drained Unwooded with 
Glacial Deposition  

Undulating areas (mainly drumlin 
fields) below 1000 ft, associated 
with glacial deposits.   

Greyish, slowly permeable loamy 
soils, developed on glacial tills and 
soft clays.  Seasonally 
waterlogged soils under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
characterised by a moderate to 
high level of dispersal, comprising 
scattered farmsteads and frequent 
clusters of wayside dwellings.  
Although typically unwooded, 
hedgerow, streamside and other 
trees are a prominent feature.   

 

Southern Dales Fringe 

South Western Dales 
Fringe  

 

UPA (low hills, gleyed soils over 
hard rock, wooded-ancient woods) 

Upstanding areas, mainly below 
1000 ft, including descriptive 
landform class 'low hills - sloping' 
(see below) - associated with 
Palaeozoic (Permian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, 
Ordovician, Silurian & Cambrian) 
and Mesozoic rocks (mainly 
sandstones & limestones) of 
sedimentary origin.   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonal 
waterlogging is the main constraint 
to agricultural production, and 
these soils are mainly under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 

Poorly Drained Lower Hills and 
Dales  

Sloping dale sides mainly below 
1000 ft, associated with 
Carboniferous Period 
(Carboniferous Limestone and 
Yoredales) and glacial deposits.   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonally 
waterlogged soils under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
(dispersed or nucleated 
settlement) characterised by an 
assarted pattern of ancient 
woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding walled enclosure 
pattern.   

 

Small areas of Lower 
Wensleydale and 
Coverdale are included 
within these character 
areas 
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woodlands which pre-date the 
surrounding enclosure pattern - in 
places associated with densely 
scattered hedgerow trees (typically 
oak).   

VPD (upland vales and valleys, 
gleyed soils over hard rock, 
dispersed unwooded) 

Low-lying areas including 
descriptive landform classes 
'upland vales & valleys and 'rolling 
lowland' (see below) - associated 
mainly with Palaeozoic (Permian, 
Carboniferous, Devonian, 
Ordovician, Silurian & Cambrian) 
and earlier Pre-Cambrian rocks of 
sedimentary origin.   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonal 
waterlogging is the main constraint 
to agricultural production, and 
these soils are mainly under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
characterised by a moderate to 
high level of dispersal, comprising 
scattered farmsteads and frequent 
clusters of wayside dwellings.  
Although typically unwooded, 
hedgerow, streamside and other 
trees are often a prominent 
feature.   

Poorly Drained Unwooded Dale  

Dales within upland landscape - 
associated mainly with 
Carboniferous/Devonian 
(sandstones and conglomerates), 
Ordovician/Silurian periods (grey 
turbidite sandstones and slates).   

Greyish, slowly permeable clayey 
and loamy soils, developed on 
hard rocks.  Seasonally 
waterlogged soils under 
permanent grassland.   

Settled agricultural landscapes 
characterised by a moderate to 
high level of dispersal, comprising 
scattered farmsteads and frequent 
clusters of wayside dwellings.  
Although typically unwooded, 
hedgerow, streamside and other 
trees are often a prominent 
feature.   

 

Lune Valley 

Rawthey Valley 
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4 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 

4.1 The section below describes the landscape character areas in detail together with a 
summary of their key characteristics.  The 40 landscape character areas identified 
are presented under two main headings: 

Dales and Dales Fringe Character Areas (34 character areas); 

Upland Character Areas (6 character areas).   

4.2 The Dales and Dales Fringe Character Areas have been grouped geographically 
into: 

 Swaledale and Arkengarthdale (3 character areas); 

 Cumbrian Dales (4 character areas); 

 Wensleydale (10 character areas); 

 Craven Dales (8 character areas); 

 Southern/South Western Dales Fringe (5 character areas); 

 Wharfedale and Littondale (4 character areas).   

4.3 The Upland Character Areas have been grouped geographically into: 

 Southern Howgill Fells (1 character area) 

 Yorkshire Moors and Fells (5 character areas) 

4.4 A description of the influences that have lead to the development of character, 
including physical, historical and cultural influences, buildings and settlement and 
land cover is provided for each geographical grouping of dales and for the upland 
character areas.   
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 Swaledale and Arkengarthdale  

  Physical Influences 

The present day landscape of Swaledale combines geology and glacial history with the work of the 
many generations of settlers who farmed the dale and the industrial legacy of the leadmining industry. 

The geology of Swaledale and Arkengarthdale is dominated by the Yoredale series of rocks, clearly 
visible on the valley sides as a repeating pattern of banded rock outcrops or steeper slopes of hard 
limestone and gritstone interspersed by broader more gentle slopes formed by the less resistant 
shales.  Dale side gills often cut a stepped pattern as they cross the alternating hard sandstones and 
limestones, for example at Gunnerside and Swinner Gills. 

Within the Yoredale series, which tilt 10° to the north east, there are seven limestones, the lowest 
exposed being the Hardraw limestone on which Feetham is built.  The Yoredale limestones are 
thinner and darker in appearance than the Great Scar limestone that outcrops further south.  As each 
of the Yoredale limestones is relatively thin (most are less than 20m thick), Swaledale does not 
include the type of scenery that is found in the limestone country further south, and there are few 
potholes, caves and underground passages.  However, at the top the series of Yoredale rocks, Main 
limestone is found in a prominent band, averaging 23m in thickness to a maximum 40m thickness on 
Kisdon and is responsible for several prominent scars and limestone features such as the limestone 
cliffs on Cotterby Scar near Keld, Kisdon and Ivelet scars above Muker and the high scar of 
Fremington Edge. 

The influence of limestone is visible in the vegetation type of the dale sides, limestone supporting 
brighter green, species rich grasslands in contrast with the coarser grasses on sandstones and 
shales.  In some areas eg on Kisdon side, the underlying geology of alternating bands of strata is 
reflected in a horizontally striped appearance to the valley side vegetation pattern. 

The Millstone Grit lies on top of the Yoredales comprising a series of coarse sandstones with 
intervening shales and occasional coals.  The horizontal gritstone strata caps the moors to the north 
and south of the dale forming an extensive plateau of heather, cotton grass and peat. 

The largest coal seam, 1m thick, is the Tan Hill coal in the lower part of the Millstone Grit, which was 
worked for centuries on the moors near Tan Hill and helped to fuel the lead smelting mills.  Other local 
seams of varying quality and thickness occur below the Underset and Main limestone and have been 
mined locally for lime burning and domestic use.  Mineralisation has occurred particularly on the north 
side of the valley between Keld and Arkengarthdale, where there is a concentration of east-west faults 
containing calcite, barite, witherite, fluorite and galena (lead ore).  In some places ores of zinc and 
copper were deposited. 

During the last Ice Age, Swaledale, like the other Yorkshire dales, was ridden over by a thick sheet of 
ice which was level with the highest peaks, and the dale also developed its own glacier.  The ice 
smoothed the contours, broadened the valley and diverted the course of the River Swale at Keld and 
Round Howe.  Kisdon, the isolated area of upland (498m) that lies within the upper valley, was formed 
when the melting glacial rivers cut out a new course for the Swale along what is now known as Kisdon 
Gorge, the river’s former course to the west of Kisdon being blocked by glacial debris.  The lower dale 
was invaded by the Stainmore glacier from the Lake District.  Glacial retreat moraines are in evidence 
at Gunnerside Bridge, Lower Whita Bridge, below Grinton Bridge and by Ellerton Abbey.  The lower 
three moraines held back temporary glacial lakes. 

Throughout its course within the dale the River Swale is very fast flowing, and prone to rise rapidly in 
times of flood.  The river rises on the slopes of High Seat and Nine Standards Rigg and becomes 
known as the Swale at the point where the becks of Birkdale and Great Sleddale meet.  The river 
descends rapidly towards Keld, with a waterfall at Wain Wath Force, before descending into a narrow 
gorge below Keld and over Catrake Force, followed by Kisdon Force.  From here the river descends a 
further 200m along the next 20 miles to Richmond Bridge.  The steep sided tributary valleys also 
contain a number of spectacular waterfalls. 
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  Historical and Cultural Influences 

Early signs of the presence of man include flint finds of the Mesolithic Age (8000-6000 BC) and flint 
arrowheads of the Neolithic period (2500BC to 1800BC).  The first signs of settlement of the upper 
valley sides occurred during the Bronze Age (1800-1000BC) eg at Arngill Scar and on Harkerside, 
where there is a small stone circle.  On the slopes of Calver Hill and on Harkerside there is 
considerable evidence of old field patterns, wall boundaries, house platforms and lanes of the Iron 
Age and Romano British times which suggest that during these periods the population of the dale was 
quite significant. 

At Maiden Castle, above Harkerside, a prehistoric ditch 4-5m deep and 110 x 90m in size has been 
carved out of the hillside, with a long entrance in the form of an avenue of stones and with traces of 
hut circles inside.  Its purpose is uncertain; possibilities include a defensive fort against the Romans, 
or a settlement with its own defences.  Iron Age defensive earthworks occur at Harkerside, 
Fremington Edge, How Hill, Low Whita and on the Grinton moraine.  A further settlement has been 
excavated under Whitcliffe Scar which was occupied up to 600 AD. 

During the Roman period a great fort was established at Catterick, within easy reach of the lead 
mines of Swaledale.  It is thought that the Brigantes may have worked as slaves in the Hurst mines on 
the moors to the north of the dale.  There is no visible evidence of Roman roads, villas or forts within 
the dale.   

The Angles first settled the lower part of the dale in about the 8
th
 century when communities were 

founded at Reeth, Stainton, Grinton and Fremington.  The settlements were grouped about a village 
green where the cattle could be kept in safety.  At the beginning of the 10

th
 century, the Norse Vikings 

came across the Pennines by way of Ireland and the Lake District to settle the upper part of the dale.  
They made clearings among the trees and in summer took their stock to the summer pastures on the 
fells.  There are many Norse names in upper Swaledale reflecting these origins.  The pattern of 
settlement was widely scattered. 

With the Norman invasion and the series of rebellions that followed came a campaign of destruction 
by William in 1069 during which houses, crops, grain, cattle and food were burnt.  Thousands of 
people were killed or starved and others left and Swaledale became a backwater for several decades.  
William built castles to establish his power over the people and for his help in subduing the English, 
Count Alan of Brittany was granted the honour of Richmond.  The castle, built between 1071-1091, 
was one of the earliest stone castles in England, built on a bluff overlooking the River Swale.  The 
town of Richmond was built soon after.  Much of Swaledale became a Norman hunting forest under 
Robert Arkhil, whose name was given to Arkengarthdale.  Upper Swaledale became the Manor of 
Healaugh under Walter de Gant, kinsman to William.  The Reeth area continued to be farmed and 
strip lynchets were worked in an extension of cropland up the valley side during a warm period in the 
13

th
 century. 

The first monastery to be built in Swaledale was the Benedictine Priory of St Martin, built across the 
river from Richmond Castle.  In 1151, the Premonstratensians built the Abbey of St Agatha at Easby 
800m away on the left bank of the river.  The white cannons were here for over 400 years and had a 
considerable influence over the local community.  Marrick Priory was built in 1154 for Benedictine 
nuns and lay sisters.  Ellerton Priory housed Cistercian nuns.  During the monastic times, Richmond 
prospered, along with the wool trade and monastic houses.  In the 14

th
 century Scots raids resulted in 

attacks on Marrick Priory (in 1318) and Ellerton Priory (in 1347).  In 1349 the plague was spread from 
Hull and the economy dwindled.  The dissolution of the monasteries started in 1536. 

Leadmining has occurred in Swaledale since Roman times.  In the 9
th
 century, Swaledale produced 

half the lead mined in Yorkshire.  In the 12
th
 century lead from Swaledale supplied the Tower of 

London, Dover Castle and Jervaulx Abbey.  The big expansion of the industry came in the beginning 
of the 18

th
 century, at which point there were dramatic changes to the landscape.  The extraction of 

lead involved a technique known as ‘hushing’, which is thought to have been used by the Romans but 
which was developed on a grand scale in the 18

th
 century.  Turf dams were built to collect water within 

the gills on the side of the dale, which was then released in a torrent down the hillside to expose the 
vein.  A sluice allowed repeated use of the dam and after the surface soil and rubble was washed 
away, the miners would loosen the ore with picks.  The next flood of water would trap the ore within a 
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deep pit dug along the course of the hush.  The hushes are now very apparent as deep gashes in the 
dale side. 

New methods of production with the big expansion of the industry included the digging of adits or 
levels into the hillside, which allowed the use of rails with men or ponies to heave the tubs of ore.  The 
ore was separated from waste minerals such as barite, fluorite and limestone using a machine 
crusher or by hand hammering on a ‘dressing’ floor.  It was then channelled into settling tanks or 
shaken on racks under a flow of water to separate the heavier ore from the lighter minerals.  The 
waste from dressing included a spread of finely crushed material on which little or nothing will grow. 

The smelt mills relied on waterpower and were usually situated downstream from the mines where a 
large waterwheel wound the bellows of the furnace, although they were sometimes sited on hillsides, 
making use of the prevailing wind to obtain a high temperature for melting.  Timber from the valley 
side woodlands was used to stoke the furnace; for the second stage of smelting charcoal was used 
and remains of platforms and kilns can be seen in woodlands used for the charcoal burning.  
Woodlands were gradually lost through this process and peat was also cut for fuel.   

At the peak of the industry there were 40 smelt mills in Swaledale and Arkengarthdale.  Legacies of 
the mining industry include the heaps of mine waste supporting distinctive plant communities and the 
maze of footpaths, established by miners to reach the mines. 

Although mining has played an important part in the development of the present landscape, the most 
significant influence has been the centuries of pastoral farming, responsible for the pattern of drystone 
walls, field barns and meadows in the valley bottom.  It is thought that many of the present day field 
systems could date back to the prehistoric period, once forming part of the Iron Age landscape.  The 
position of the dispersed Iron Age farmsteads are sometimes visible as small platforms of flat land 
dug out of the hillside 300-400 yards apart, their lands separated by a system of rectangular fields 
running up the hillside.   

Wool has been an important product since the monastic times and most of the sheep are of the hardy, 
blackfaced Swaledale variety that can withstand the harsh conditions of the uplands in winter.  
Knitting has been the second industry of the dale since Elizabethan times and was undertaken by 
miners and their families.  Haverdale Mill, operating between 1835 and 1870 produced yarn for 
knitting and also carpets. 

Quarrying of chertz, a hard flint-like stone used for pottery making, has been important in 
Arkengarthdale. 

The small field barns, which occur in almost every meadow, are distinctive features of the Swaledale 
landscape, particularly as they occur at a very high density.  The barns housed a small herd of cows 
and their feed hay for the winter in the loft above.  The hay was also used for sheep, brought down 
from the fells during winter.  In summer the manure from the cows was spread over the land to enrich 
the hay crop.  The barns occur in a pattern with drystone walls, which is particularly well represented 
at Muker and near Gunnerside. 

The older drystone walls enclose small irregular fields near to the villages (mainly dating from the 16
th
 

or 17
th
 century).  The first parliamentary enclosures occurred on Fremington Edge in 1778.  By the 

18
th
 century, higher ground was being enclosed by a series of straight, parallel walls.  The enclosures 

allowed big take-overs of common land by the gentry, with resulting loss of common rights for poorer 
farmers.  However, not all of the dale was enclosed, and unlike Wharfedale or Wensleydale, there are 
large tracts of land on dale sides that have never been enclosed, e.g. at Gunnerside Pasture. 

For centuries, packhorse routes were the main form of transport and were used in the mining areas 
up until the 1880s. Where the road crossed the river, it was usual to ford it, but where the riverbank 
was steep, a single arch bridge was built, of which there are fine examples at Ivelet, Ravenseat and 
near Marske.  Coal roads also radiate from the Tan Hill Inn into the dale, and lead roads carried lead 
from the mining areas to the port of Stockton, until the railway came to Richmond in 1846 and 
shipping ceased.   

A major drove road crossed the dale from the Scottish borders to fairs at Askrigg, Appletreewick and 
Malham Moor, entering upper Arkengarthdale via Dale Head and Whaw and reaching Swaledale at 
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Feetham. In about 1800, when the droving trade was at its peak, some 10,000 cattle a year were 
being driven south into England and most of them came through the dales. 

In Victorian times, Swaledale experienced a depopulation and migration more significant than that 
occurring in any of the other dales.  The population of the dale (excluding Richmond) reached its peak 
of 8,279 in 1821 and started a gradual decline, which accelerated after 1851 so that by 1901 it was 
down to 3061.  The population of Arkengarthdale declined from 1500 in the 19

th
 century to 300 today.  

The mining industry attracted a large influx of people and at its peak employed more workers than 
farming.  The 19

th
 century saw growing difficulties in the industry as the mines were made deeper and 

the ore more difficult to extract and by the 1870s imported ore from Spain and South America was 
much cheaper. 

Grouse shooting, which has been carried on in Swaledale for 150 years, has its own impact on the 
landscape.  Careful upland management has produced some of the broadest stretches of heather 
moorland of the dales, many parts of which form a mosaic of burnt over areas and various stages of 
regrowth.  Lines of shooting butts are present but often blend with the colours of the landscape.  More 
obvious are the purpose built tracks for the four-wheel drive vehicles used by shooting parties to 
reach the butts. 

The qualities of the dale have been recognised in paintings by Turner and in writings by Speight and 
Bogg.  The Kearton brothers, well known naturalists and wildlife photographers, were born in Thwaite 
and were influenced by the landscape of the dale, which fostered their interest in nature. 

Swaledale and Arkengarthdale are situated further from main centres of population than many of the 
other dales and as a result are less frequently visited than certain other parts of the Park.  Richmond 
with its Castle, attractive market square and Georgian Theatre is a focal point for tourism to the east 
of the Park boundary.  Within the dale, the villages with their pubs, cafes and occasional craft shops 
are focal points for visitors.  Additional low key attractions include the Folk Museum and National Park 
Visitor Centre in Reeth and the Tan Hill Inn, the highest inn in England on the moors to the north of 
the dale. 

The Yorkshire Dales Cycle Way follows the dale between Fremington and Gunnerside and the Coast 
to Coast Walk follows the dale between Richmond and Reeth before crossing the moors to the north.  
The Pennine Way crosses the upper reaches of Swaledale from the Buttertubs Pass to Muker 
crossing the Coast to Coast path at Keld and up to Tan Hill.  A number of small camping and 
caravaning sites are sited within the dale but do not exert an undue influence. 

  Buildings and Settlement 

Much of the building stone in Swaledale is drawn from the many small quarries of Ten Fathom Grit at 
the head of the dale and in the upper reaches of Arkengarthdale.  The Ten Fathom grit is so called 
because it is generally about 20m thick, forming the basal beds of Millstone Grit.  It is very hard and 
fine-grained and often occurs in six or eight inch flags that can be cut cleanly into regular sized 
building stones.  Houses and farm buildings in Angram offer good examples of the use of the stone 
and are very striking for the regularity of the coursing of the stone.  For roofing stones, slates were 
brought from the hill top quarries in nearby Birkdale, although ling thatch was used on a number of 
older buildings particularly barns. 

The earliest stone built houses in Swaledale date from the 17
th
 century, slightly later than in other 

parts of the dales.  Rows of houses are characteristic of Swaledale where houses and cottages were 
built onto a farmhouse which developed in time into a row.  Many such cottages would have been 
owned by miners, who had only small plots of land.  Many of the farms in the upper dale are typical 
longhouses, with living quarters and barn all under one roof. 

Remains of the monastic period are present in the form of Ellerton Priory, now a meagre ruin, and 
Marrick Priory, a series of ruins set beside the River Swale with an associated orchard, church and 
farmhouse.  

Early churches are infrequent in the dale.  One church, at Langthwaite, serves the whole of 
Arkengarthdale.  The Norman church at Grinton served the whole of the upper dale until 1580 when a 
church and burial ground were established at Muker.  Until this time funeral corteges from the head of 
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the dale travelled up to 12 miles along the corpse road, which was routed along the valley side 
between Keld and Grinton away from settlements.  The corpse road avoided villages for fear that the 
spirit of the dead would be enticed to return, a fear that stemmed from Norse mythology, in which the 
corpse way was thought to mirror the last journey of the soul from the earth to the underworld. 

The dales were also a non-conformist stronghold.  The Quakers built meeting houses and chapels in 
many settlements. 

The buildings and settlements of the lead mining industry form an important part of the cultural 
heritage of the dale, although many buildings were robbed for stone and roofing slates after the 
collapse of the industry.  Buildings and structures include remains of smelt mills, flues, shafts and 
chimneys, leats and waterwheels, dressing floors, bouse teams and crushing mills.  Some of these 
buildings and structures have been recorded and selectively conserved. 

Shooting lodges often form prominent features in the dale, examples being found at Ivelet Gill and 
above Grinton.  Abbeys are found at Ellerton and Marrick, close to the former priory sites.  Halls and 
larger houses include Walburn Hall, a fortified Elizabethan Manor House; the Georgian Marske Hall; 
Thiernswood Hall; Park Hall, Healaugh; the Georgian Draycot Hall in Fremington; Cogden Hall; and 
Scar House in Arkengarthdale.  

The settlement pattern of the dale varies between the lower and upper dale.  The settlements of 
Reeth, Fremington, Healaugh, Grinton and Marske are Anglian settlements, the former three following 
a nucleated pattern, situated on the lower south facing slopes of the valley where tributaries enter the 
river and with the former market town of Reeth enclosing a substantial village green.  Grinton is an 
exception to the pattern situated at a bridging point on the River Swale but strung out along Grinton 
Gill on the north facing slopes of the valley.  Marske, situated in the steep sided wooded valley of 
Marske Beck, is strongly influenced by the character of the Georgian hall, with its clipped yew hedges, 
lime avenues, great beeches and ornamental grounds below the village. 

Above Feetham the settlement pattern changes to one of mostly scattered hamlets and isolated farms 
of the Norse pattern.  Where hamlets occur they are frequently spaced out along the roadside.  
Exceptions to the scattered pattern include Muker, a harmonious grouping of buildings on a terrace 
above Straw Beck and backed by abruptly rising meadowland, and the hamlet of Keld, which lies 
around a small square. 

  Land Cover 

Swaledale and Arkengarthdale support a range of habitats and vegetation types, including 
broadleaved, mixed and conifer woodland (the latter found particularly in the lower part of the dale), 
hay meadow, limestone and neutral grassland, limestone scar, heather moorland, bracken, rough 
grassland and juniper scrub.  Upper Swaledale and Arkengarthdale are included in the Pennine Dales 
Environmentally Sensitive Area.  

Woodland is not extensive within Swaledale and covers only a very small percentage of the land area, 
much of it having been lost to fuel the lead smelting industry.  In the upper dale the woodlands that 
remain are concentrated on the steeper slopes and scars and within gills.  In the lower part of the dale 
woodlands are more extensive and include commercial forestry plantations.  Species include ash, 
birch, rowan and bird cherry, with hawthorn, hazel and holly in the shrub layer.  Yew is often a feature 
of valley side scars.  The non-native sycamore is very common and the most dominant tree in some 
areas.  Beech has sometimes been planted, for example at Scar House Wood in Arkengarthdale.  
Pine and larch are often planted amongst broadleaved trees and plantations of pine and spruce occur 
in the lower valley.  Alder and willow are found on the riverbanks. 

Few of the woodlands within the dale are of ancient origin but examples are found at Birbeck Wood in 
Gunnerside Gill and at Rowleth Wood.  An important area of ancient semi-natural woodland exists in 
combination with scrub, limestone and neutral grassland, limestone scar and scree either side of the 
river just above Richmond.  This is the largest area of ancient woodland in the Richmondshire and 
Craven districts.  Six major types of semi-natural woodland occur here, due the range of aspect and 
slopes.  Species include ash, pedunculate and sessile oak, birch, alder, wych elm, hawthorn and 
hazel together with planted sycamore.   
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In addition to woodlands, there is scattered tree cover associated with field boundaries, within fields, 
along river and streamsides and associated with settlements. 

The colourful hay meadows of Swaledale are one of its most outstanding features.  With a backdrop 
of drystone walls and stone field barns, the meadows first turn yellow, mainly with buttercups, then 
white with splashes of purple when pignut and wood cranesbill dominate.  The meadows are often 
grazed by ewes until mid May when the flocks with their lambs go up higher onto the rough pastures.  
The hay is cut in late July, or August at higher altitudes or if weather is poor.  Hay meadows are 
concentrated within Upper Swaledale and Arkengarthdale with particularly fine and extensive 
examples occurring in the Muker area.  Many of the best examples of these meadows are designated 
as SSSIs.   

Lower down the dale many of the species rich hay meadows have been replaced with improved 
grassland that is cropped for silage. 

At Angram Bottoms, seven fields along a stream known as Skeb Skough support mire and wet and 
dry grassland communities that are uncommon in the Yorkshire Dales and under threat from 
agricultural improvement.  At Len Pastures, Crackpot, is an excellent example of herb-rich, 
traditionally managed pasture of a type now increasingly rare nationally due to agricultural 
intensification.  A further good example of this type of grassland is found at Fothering Holme in 
Arkengarthdale.  

Broad stretches of rough grassland occur high on the valley side, for example on the south side of 
Calver Hill and on Harkerside.  There are only small patches of calcareous grassland, which reflect 
the underlying rock eg near Kisdon Force. 

Extensive areas of managed heather moorland occur to the north and south of the dale and at the 
dale head.  They have developed on the high, gently sloping upland plateaux of Millstone Grit.  
Rainfall is heavy and drainage poor which has resulted in the formation of blanket peat in many areas.  
Harestail Cotton Grass also covers large areas of the moor and often occurs with heather.  Bracken 
occurs in limited areas high up on the valley sides and in the dale head areas. 

The leadmining spoil, which is more extensive in Swaledale and Arkengarthdale than in any other 
dale, supports its own unique communities of plant life.  Spoil is often only sparsely covered by 
vegetation but the plants that survive this sterile habitat can be of great botanical interest. 

Juniper scrub is relatively common in Swaledale but outside the dale its other main location within the 
Park is on the slopes of Ingleborough.  Within the dale it is found at Thwaite Stones, Scar Closes on 
Kisdon side and at Feetham Holme (each of which are designated as SSSIs).  At Scar Closes it 
occurs in combination with calcareous grassland in contrast with the other areas in Swaledale where it 
is associated with acidic heath and grassland.  These areas of juniper are believed to be part of 
formerly much more extensive scrub cover that has survived since the last glaciation. 
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  Swaledale and Arkengarthdale Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Upper Swaledale 

 

West Stonesdale and Wain 
Wath Force at dale head to 
Grinton 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Arkengarthdale South of Hill Top Farm at dale 
head to south of Castle 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Mid Swaledale East of Grinton to the National 
Park Boundary 
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1.  Upper Swaledale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Winding, steeply sloped narrow u-shaped valley within Yoredale series giving a sense of intimacy 
and enclosure in contrast with extensive open uplands to north and south. 

 The dark purples, tans, greys and blacks of the gritstone uplands contrast with the lush greens 
and bright colours of valley vegetation and hay meadows, the influence of underlying rock often 
apparent in valley side vegetation cover. 

 The underlying geology has created a stepped or terraced appearance to the valley sides, areas 
of farmland on the gentler slopes interspersed with woodland on steeper slopes with rocks 
occasionally outcropping to form prominent scars.  

 The upland island of Kisdon, with its dark gritstone cap, divides and dominates the upper dale 
while Calver Hill, with its curved summit and stepped profile, is a distinctive feature within the 
middle dale. 

 The River Swale is fast flowing with a platformed rocky bed and stony bank, descending the 
upper valley via a limestone gorge and a series of dramatic waterfalls.  Steep sided gills, often 
wooded and with waterfalls, cleave the valley sides. 

 Bands of woodland follow the steeper slopes of the valley sides, and often occur in association 
with scars.  Trees follow the course of the river and tributaries and mark settlements, tree cover 
reducing with dale elevation.  Yew in association with scars and several extensive areas of juniper 
scrub are distinctive localised features. 

 The pattern of hay meadows in combination with a particularly high density of drystone walls and 
barns are an outstanding feature of the dale. 

 Dramatic reminders of former lead mining, including structures, hushes and spoil heaps, dominate 
a number of valley side gills, and are particularly marked at Gunnerside Gill.  Further scars of lead 
mining are visible on the upper valley sides and on moor tops but are very gradually greening 
over and blending with the background. 

 Settlement pattern is a combination of traditional nucleated Anglian pattern in the lower dale and 
dispersed Norse pattern in the upper dale, with a few exceptions.  Scattered traditional 
farmsteads, often occurring as long houses or in rows with other cottages, occur throughout the 
dale. 

 The upper dale is increasingly remote and open and is surrounded by an amphitheatre of 
moorland.  In these areas the pattern of barns and walls is dominant. 

 The sinuous nature of the valley and overlapping fell sides creates a series of constantly changing 
vistas as one moves along the dale. 

  Landscape Character 

Upper Swaledale is a steep sided relatively narrow and winding u-shaped glaciated valley orientated 
in a west to east direction, but with an abrupt turn to a north/south direction between Muker and 
Swinner Gill.  The influence of the underlying geology, the Yoredale series of layered limestone, 
sandstone and shales is reflected in the topographic form of many areas of the valley sides, where 
steep wooded slopes alternate with gentler farmed landscape to give a stepped or terraced 
appearance.  Elsewhere the dale sides are uniformly steep particularly on Kisdon side and on the 
sides of Black Hill contributing to the strong sense of enclosure found within Kisdon Gorge between 
Muker and Keld.  Rocky scars are sometimes visible on the valley side, particularly in the upper part 
of the dale. 
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The enclosing uplands comprise extensive, dark, relatively flat and almost featureless gritstone 
plateaux that often drop sharply into the valleys giving a distinct profile to the upper dale side.  There 
is an abrupt transition to the open, unenclosed moorland to the north and south of the dale east of 
Crackpot, but west of Crackpot the transition occurs from enclosed valley landscape to enclosed 
upland allotments (usually one or two fields width) and thence to open upland.  A unique feature of 
Swaledale is the isolated upland area of Kisdon, created by glacial activity, which forms a distinctive 
feature within the upper dale between Muker and Keld and which divides the valley into two u-shaped 
valleys, the River Swale following the course of the valley to the east of Kisdon and the western side 
being drained by Straw Beck.  The contrast between the dark colours of the gritstone upland, with its 
mosaics of heather, with the lush greens of the woodlands and meadows within the valley are 
particularly marked in this area. 

The dale head is shallow, bleak and open and surrounded by an amphitheatre of giant dark fells.  As 
a result of the openness and simplicity of the landscape the pattern of barns and walls become 
dominant.  The often broken walls enclose hay meadows and rough wet grassland within the valley 
floor, while moorland extends far down the valley sides, incised by dramatic deep gills, and trees mark 
isolated farmsteads.  The availability of flagstones from quarries in the dale head is reflected in the 
composition of walls and barns.   

The main valley is joined by a number of well-developed narrow enclosed and wooded u-shaped 
tributary valleys including Oxnop Beck, Stonesdale Beck, Gunnerside Gill, Summer Lodge Beck and 
Barney Beck.  Elsewhere the valley sides are drained by a dense pattern of parallel gills.  The side 
valleys and gills often contain waterfalls eg East Gill near Keld.   

The River Swale is fast flowing and follows gentle meanders across a relatively narrow flat floodplain, 
occasionally dividing to follow a multi-channelled course.  The riversides are often steep and 
sometimes enclosed by walls, but are nearly always marked by a line of broadleaved trees, limiting 
the river’s visibility from the wider valley.  The river crosses a number of platformed waterfalls in the 
upper valley including those at Wain Wath Force, Catrake Force and Kisdon Force and is often 
fringed by stony banks. 

Broadleaved tree cover is concentrated on the steep dale sides, particularly on the upper and middle 
slopes, a pattern that becomes more marked above Muker.  The tree cover generally follows a linear 
pattern along the contours of the middle and upper valley sides often associated with banded rock 
outcrops, and also follows the line of the river and v-shaped tributaries.  Mixed woodland occurs at 
Horse Pasture Wood.  Scattered tree cover also occurs within fields and along field boundaries, on 
the roadside and marking farmsteads, hamlets and villages.  Tree cover is generally of indigenous 
species including birch, alder, ash, hawthorn, willow and rowan although conifers have been planted 
in some locations.  Yew grows on many of the valley side scars and juniper scrub, once far more 
extensive, still extends down the valley sides on Whitaside and Harkerside.  Elm has been a 
significant tree within the valley and there remain a number of fallen and standing dead trees.  
Planting has occurred in some locations to replace trees lost within valley side woodland.   

Settlements are concentrated beside the river or on the lower dale sides (generally facing south), at 
the springline or where a tributary enters the main river, and are frequently associated with a historic 
river bridge.  Settlements in the lower part of the upper valley, including Reeth and Healaugh, are of 
Anglian origin, and follow a nucleated pattern, in the case of Reeth grouped about an extensive 
village green (a layout which owes much to remodelling that took place in the 18

th
 century) with 

panoramic views across the valley.  Some buildings are rendered whilst others make use of black and 
white paint on render and stonework, a practice that probably originates from the late 19

th
 century. 

The village of Feetham and villages to the west are of Norse origin and many follow a more dispersed 
and linear pattern, with buildings set along the line of the contours facing out across the valley.  
Exceptions to this pattern include Muker, Keld and Thwaite, which are each tight knit settlements of 
small-scale buildings.  Settlements are constructed in coarse rubble stone or better quality ashlar with 
stone flagged roofs.  Modern developments on the edge of settlements are infrequent and the 
absence of a railway into the dale has ensured that traditional materials have continued in use over a 
longer period, well after machine made brick and tile was introduced elsewhere.   

Gunnerside is a large village, which expanded as the centre of the lead mining industry, and as a 
result has more of an industrial feel than other villages within the dale.   
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Roads within the dale are winding and tend to follow the lower dale side or riverside.  Winding up the 
hillside and down to the riverside, with each turn in the road, a series of frequently changing vistas 
unfolds.  Roads follow both sides of the dale as far as Ivelet, thereafter a single B road follows the 
valley and the line of Straw Beck, the narrow gorge between Muker and Keld remaining inaccessible 
except on foot.  Roads also extend onto the moors on either side of the dale.   

The distinctive, dense pattern of often, long, narrow fields that generally cross the contours at right 
angles stripe the lower and mid valley sides, interspersed by frequent field barns.  The fields are 
mostly small and square or rectangular in pattern, although becoming longer and more regular in 
pattern on upper slopes in areas that have been enclosed more recently.  In some areas eg around 
Angram valley sides are lumpy and uneven and the walls emphasise the terrain.  There is a marked 
change in field size and pattern between the Upper and Mid Swaledale character areas; the fields of 
the latter being much larger and more regular in shape.  Certain parts of the dale have escaped 
enclosure, eg Gunnerside Pasture.   

The fields enclose hay meadows which occur in an almost continuous pattern in the upper dale but 
which are more scattered around Reeth.  A pattern of coaxial field systems exists on the terraces 
above Reeth, whilst ridge and furrow is visible in the lower valley and strip lynchets occur throughout 
the dale.  In some areas the walls have fallen into disrepair leaving gaps in the pattern or piles of 
rubble where walls have once been.  Fences and hedges occur in certain areas.   

Field barns become more frequent moving west up the valley.  The density of these barns is a very 
distinctive feature of the dale and very significant to its character.  As a result of initiatives by the 
National Park to protect the barns, many are in a good state of repair although some are still 
crumbling.  The Swaledale barns are often associated with small semi-circular walled enclosures 
extending from the barn. 

The remains of the lead mining industry are present on the moor tops particularly to the north of the 
dale and within the gills.  Gunnerside Gill represents one of the most dramatic examples of the 
devastation to the landscape wreaked by the lead mining industry, where the scars left by the industry 
are clearly exposed.  In other areas the scars have started to regenerate and blend with the valley 
scene, but the chimneys of the smelting mills remain prominent.  Derelict mine buildings and 
structures, spoil heaps and a dense network of miners’ trails contribute to landscape character. 

Extensive areas of parkland are not a feature of the upper dale although properties such as Draycot 
Hall in Fremington, Theirnswood Hall at Healaugh, Park Hall, Haverdale House, Calvert House, and 
Gunnerside Lodge exert a local influence.  A series of ancient dykes are visible across the valley floor 
between Grinton and Fremington.   

Detractors in the dale are few and limited to small-scale electricity poles and occasional large farm 
sheds.  There is occasional housing within villages and within open countryside that is out of keeping 
with the character of the dale, but this is localised and does not exert a significant visual effect on the 
dale as a whole. Small-scale camping and caravanning parks can become more visible in peak 
season.  Tourism has had a subtle but noticeable influence on certain settlements with a proliferation 
of cafes and craft shops occurring at Reeth and Muker in particular. 
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2.  Arkengarthdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Winding, narrow u-shaped valley within Yoredale series, with steeper slopes close to river but in 
many areas upper valley sides opening out to broader and more gentle slopes, giving a sense of 
enclosure only within the valley bottom. 

 Underlying geology and effects of glaciation create a stepped or terraced appearance to the 
valley sides, farmland occurring on the valley floor and on gentler slopes interspersed by tree 
cover on steep, lower slopes, and rocks outcropping to form prominent scars on the valley sides. 

 Extensive areas of devastation caused by quarrying and lead mining are evident as unvegetated 
rock, spoil and screes on upper slopes within adjacent moorland and within side valleys, and at 
increasingly low elevations within the upper dale. 

 Linear belts of broadleaved, mixed and occasionally coniferous woodland are concentrated on the 
valley floor, on riversides and on the lower valley slopes, with occasional scattered tree cover on 
middle slopes. 

 The intense colours of hay meadows and lush greens of the wooded valley contrast with the 
greys of mining waste and prominent upper valley side scars and cliffs and the darker colours of 
the gritstone moors. 

 Peaceful and sparsely populated with treed small hamlets occurring beside the river and on lower 
dale sides. 

 Sinuous nature of valley creates a series of overlapping vistas, dominated by the hilltops of 
Calver, Great Pinseat, Ketley Hill and the high edges of Windegg and Fremington. 

 The fast flowing stony beck is rarely visible, frequently hidden by the steep valley sides and the 
line of trees and woodland that marks its course. 

  Landscape Character 

A winding dale forming a northern tributary valley of Swaledale within the Yoredale series (banded 
limestones and gritstones interspersed by less resistant shales), oriented in a north west/south east 
direction, drained by Arkle Beck and enclosed by gritstone moors.  The south west facing slopes of 
the dale, which rise to Marrick Moor, Hurst Moor, Booze Moor and Faggergill Moor are steeply 
graded, while the north east facing slopes are more gently graded up to Reeth Low Moor (including 
Calver Hill), Reeth High Moor (and the hill of Great Pinseat) and Whaw Moor. 

The entrance to the dale (to the east of Reeth) is relatively narrow and enclosed by the moors to the 
east and Calver Hill to the west, although the valley broadens above Booze to give a more open feel, 
contributed to by the gentle gradients of the moors to the south west.  In many places the road follows 
the moorside from where the contrast between open moorland (interrupted only by the broken block 
of forestry on the side of Great Pinseat) and deep, wooded valley is readily apparent; from this 
vantage point the river is seldom visible. 

The boundary between moor edge and valley is generally well defined with an abrupt transition 
between the walled enclosures of the valley landscape and open moorland, although in certain areas, 
for example below Fremington Edge and above Fore Gill Beck, the transition occurs via a series of 
large, regularly shaped moorland enclosures. 

While the lower dale is dominated by views of Calver Hill and Great Pinseat, the conical shape of 
Ketley Hill, with Ketley Hill House close to its summit, lends character to the upper dale.  As the dale 
turns above Langthwaite the vista ends with a glimpse of the moorland enclosing the dale head.   
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As in Upper Swaledale, the valley sides alternate between farmed gentler slopes above steeper 
wooded slopes reflecting the variation in underlying geology and effects of glaciation, which in 
combination with the terraces created by the river, give a terraced appearance to the valley side. 

The stony shallow beck, with its platformed rocky bed, meanders across a narrow floodplain which in 
places narrows to become almost v-shaped, for example at Castle at the entrance to the dale and to 
the north of Langthwaite.  Winding v-shaped tributary valleys including Slei Gill and Great Punchard 
Gill join the valley from the north and frequent minor gills drain the valley sides, particularly to the 
south western side of the valley.  The beck is marked by linear riverside broadleaved or mixed 
woodlands, particularly in the lower stretches as far as Arkle town and in the upper stretches above 
Eskeleth, and riverside conifer planting has occurred at Whaw.  Elsewhere a line of trees frequently 
marks the river.  Linear woodlands also occur following the contours on the lower valley side and 
within gills and tributary valleys, in places extending up the slope as a more scattered pattern of trees 
amongst fields.  Species are similar to those occurring in Upper Swaledale.   

There are no ancient woodlands within the dale.  Scattered scrub, mainly of hawthorn, occurs below 
Fremington Edge, and yew clings to the scars on the valley sides. 

A marked and distinctive feature of the dale is the extent of scars and devastation left by former 
mineral exploitation.  Of all the dales, Arkengarthdale most preserves the remains of its industrial 
past.  This is particularly noticeable entering the valley where on the northern side the naturally 
exposed long cliffs of Fremington Edge are intermingled with spoil heaps from lead mining and the 
effects of chertz quarries high up on the valley side; looking up the dale towards the significant scar of 
the chertz quarry on the side of Great Pinseat and looking down from the dale head towards the 
Hungry Hushes, also on Great Pinseat.  The greys of bare rock, spoil and scree dominate the upper 
valley side and exploitation has resulted in notching of the horizon line created by Windegg Scar 
when viewed from the valley bottom.  Slei Gill at Booze is significantly affected by the effects of lead 
mining.  Moving up the valley these effects lessen and become smaller in scale, but occur at lower 
elevations and often amongst or just above the valley side tree line.  Unlike in Swaledale, where the 
effects of exploitation are more localised and add cultural interest to the dale, the extent of the effects 
within Arkengarthdale amount to despoliation in some areas and there may be a case for selective 
restoration here (for example of the lower valley side below Whaw). 

In sharp contrast with the grey colours of the despoiled landscape, the bright colours of the hay 
meadows are a dominant feature of the valley floor and lower valley sides, enclosed by a pattern of 
small irregularly shaped fields that tend to approximate more to a square shape in contrast with the 
narrow rectangular shapes often found in Upper Swaledale.  Barns are present and occur in 
increasing density in the upper dale.  Drystone walls are frequently quite high and are particularly 
large in scale on the sides of Ketley Hill.  Some walls have fallen into disrepair and there is loss of 
pattern in limited areas.  Occasionally fragmented hedges replace walls. 

The complexity of the dale, its small size and the concentration of tree cover on the lower slopes of 
the valley result in a pattern of barns and walls that is significant but less dominant than in many parts 
of Upper Swaledale.  Other land cover includes areas of bracken at the dale head and rough grazing 
higher on the valley sides. 

The dale is sparsely populated and the settlements of the dale are limited to a few small-scale 
hamlets marked by trees, including Castle, Booze, Arkle Town, Langthwaite, Eskeleth Bridge and 
Whaw either on the riverside or higher on the valley side beside streams and scattered farms.  The 
settlements, with the exception of Langthwaite which is clustered and comprises small scale houses, 
with a narrow entrance across a small bridge, and Eskeleth, which forms an unusual triangular 
arrangement on the valley side and appears to have been purpose built as a mining settlement, are 
still relatively scattered and strung out along road sides, and many contain non-conformist chapels.  
The inn known as the CB Inn is in a prominent valley side location and is painted white, making it a 
landmark with the dale, and other white painted properties occasionally occur within the dale.  The 
church with its tower at Langthwaite, which is sited at the top of the river terrace away from the village, 
and Scar House, with its backdrop of mixed woodland are further landmarks within the dale. 

There is little modern development within the dale, a factor that contributes to its remote and slightly 
forgotten feel, and with the exception of the CB Inn, little provision for the visitor.  While a number of 
properties in the dale are used as holiday cottages, these properties are seldom discernible as such 
and where restoration of properties has occurred it has been careful. 
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Although a single and fairly open and straight road follows the valley side moving north from Reeth, 
within the upper valley the roads proliferate linking the valley with the former mining areas and former 
packhorse and drove roads on the moors to the north and south.  Many tracks strike off the road to 
derelict mines or isolated farmhouses. 

The main detractors to the valley are the quarries and spoil heaps, their scars being clearly visible.  
Minor detractors include occasional large agricultural sheds and electricity poles. 
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3.  Mid Swaledale  

  Key Characteristics  

 Relatively broad, winding, u-shaped valley within Yoredale series, narrowing in places, particularly 
above Richmond. 

 A terraced appearance to the valley sides, steeper slopes and scars wooded and gentler slopes 
and valley floor farmed. 

 Upland edges are visible but there are few views to distant moor tops, except in long views up the 
valley. 

 Valley side scars are frequent but sometimes hidden with woodland.  Yew trees cling to the scars 
in places. 

 Floodplain alters between flat and broad to very narrow and almost v-shaped, with steep wooded 
slopes extending down to the river often hiding it from view. 

 Well wooded, with deciduous, mixed and coniferous woodland following the line of the valley side 
contours.  Steep banks of ancient woodland are a particular feature above Richmond. 

 Significant tree cover in association with settlements along riverside, on field boundaries, 
roadsides and within hedgerows. 

 Generally medium sized regularly shaped fields of improved pasture and silage, walls intermixed 
with hedges and fences such that the wall pattern is diluted.  Hay meadows infrequent. 

 Strong estate and monastic influences, including parklands, farms, deer parks, halls and abbeys.  
Hutton’s Monument forms a feature on the hilltop near Marske. 

 Lush and green with a strong sense of enclosure. 

 Settlements few and limited in extent, situated on river bends or on elevated positions on valley 
sides.  Farmsteads relatively dispersed. 

  Landscape Character 

Mid Swaledale, defined by a line across the valley to the east of Grinton and extending east to the 
National Park boundary to the west of Richmond, is a relatively broad winding u-shaped valley within 
the Yoredale series (banded limestones and gritstones interspersed by less resistant shales), 
narrowing in the stretch above Richmond.  The cross sectional form of the dale is similar to that found 
in the upper dale, with a terraced appearance to the valley sides, the steeper slopes and scars 
wooded and the gentler slopes and valley bottoms farmed.  The valley has many of the characteristics 
associated with lower elevations elsewhere in the dales, including a lush greenness and a sense of 
enclosure (as a result of well-wooded valley sides with some commercial forestry), more intensively 
developed pastoral agriculture and larger more regularly shaped fields. 

The edges of surrounding heather clad gritstone uplands are visible on the south side of the valley in 
the upper reaches of the character area, but to the north are hidden from view by topography when 
viewed from the valley floor.  Views are available up the valley to Calver Hill to the north of Upper 
Swaledale. 

Scars, including White Scar (within Side Bank Wood), Ellerton Scar, Garnless Scar (within Garnless 
Wood) and Whitcliffe Scar (just east of the National Park boundary) are prominent features of the 
valley side and where they occur within woodlands can be occasionally glimpsed through the trees.  
At Glittering Scar above Abbey Farm there is a marked contrast between the abrupt riverside scar and 
the flatness of the valley floor. 
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An obvious feature of the landform of the dale is How Hill, a rounded green knoll at Downholme, 
which is topped by a late Bronze Age or early Iron Age hut circle, which would have commanded the 
gateway to Swaledale.  The sides form part of extensive medieval ploughlands that are visible as a 
pattern of strip lynchets. 

The floodplain, sometimes fringed by obvious river terraces, alternates between relatively broad, 
particularly in the upper reaches, to quite narrow.  Occasionally, steep wooded slopes extend down to 
the river to both sides (eg south of Marrick Park), giving a steep v-shape to the valley and hiding the 
river from view.  The valley is joined by a number of winding wooded v-shaped tributaries including 
Clapgate Gill, Oxque Gill and Marske Beck.  Smaller gills are straighter but often wooded, and a 
number of springs occur on the valley sides. 

The steep wooded banks of ancient woodland adjacent to the river above Richmond and the 
extensive areas of deciduous mixed and coniferous woodlands tend to follow the valley side contours 
although the coniferous woodlands in particular often have a blocky appearance.  A shelterbelt of 
trees that crosses the valley at right angles to the east of Ellerton Abbey interrupts the flow of 
woodland along the valley.  In addition to the woodlands, trees occur along the line of the river, mark 
settlements and farms, and occur on field boundaries, within copses, along roadsides and within the 
hedgerows that are a frequent feature of this part of the dale.  Species present include pedunculate 
and sessile oak, ash, alder, birch, sycamore, wych elm, hawthorn, hazel and planted Scots pine and 
larch.  Dead elm trees are obvious within the valley side woodlands and undergrazing has resulted in 
some loss of woodland, now being counteracted by areas of sympathetically sited new planting eg at 
High Park.  Scattered hawthorn scrub occurs on the valley sides in some areas and yew clings to the 
rocky valley side scars.   

Fields are of medium size and regularly shaped, an exception to the general pattern occurring on the 
valley side near Marrick where the pattern of long narrow fields, often with an ‘L’ shaped plan, and 
with limited areas of a coaxial pattern, is similar to earlier field patterns found in the upper dale.  Walls 
of Yoredale stone are intermixed with hedges and fences in the lower dale, although become more 
prevalent in the upper dale, their pattern diluted by the larger scale of the fields.  In some areas the 
pattern of walls has become broken through agricultural intensification, particularly around Marrick, 
although the walls that remain are generally well maintained.  In many areas the pattern of fields 
extends beyond the valley sides into adjacent uplands.  Barns occur but their density is relatively low.   

Agriculture is pastoral, with grazing for Swaledale sheep and cattle, but hay meadows are infrequent, 
most of the fields having been improved for grazing or to be cut for silage. 

Settlements in this part of the valley are few and limited in extent, possibly due to the historic 
domination by the priories at Marrick and Ellerton, and the influence of Abbeys such as Easby and St 
Martin downstream at Richmond.  With the exception of the small monastic settlements of Marrick 
Priory and Ellerton, sited on bends in the river, the other principal settlements of Downholme and 
Marrick are situated on elevated terraces high on the valley sides adjacent to becks or on the 
springline. 

Many of the farmsteads, which are relatively dispersed, have the appearance of estate farms and 
often include large sheds and occasional silos.  Large country estates such as those at Cogden Hall, 
Marske Hall and Ellerton Abbey, together with remains of their associated parklands and deer parks 
and the landmark Hutton's Monument, above the Deer Park Wood, give a sense of historic prosperity 
to this part of the valley. 

Detractors include the extensive Swaleview Caravan Park, in the lower part of the dale, the mast on 
Whitcliffe Scar, large farm sheds, silos and overhead lines and cables. 
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The Cumbrian Dales 

  Physical Influences 

The most important geological feature of the Cumbrian Dales is the Dent Fault, which runs from 
Kirkby Stephen to Kirkby Lonsdale, a distance of 32km.  It is the best known example in the country of 
a reverse fault and forms a division between two contrasting types of scenery: the horizontal 
limestone scars of the Yorkshire Dales and the smooth, rounded Howgill Fells formed by the Silurian 
rock of the Lake District.  The rocks on the Lake District (western) side rose up 2400m against the 
horizontal strata on the Pennine (eastern) side, forcing limestones into a vertical position close to the 
fault plane.  The fault crosses Dentdale alongside Barkin Beck near Gawthrop and up Barbondale.  
The flat valley bottom near Gawthrop was once a lake, formed by glacial action during the Ice Age. 

Sedbergh sits on top of an area of red conglomerate, a reddish rock that comprising pebbles of 
Silurian age mixed with weathered granite cemented together.  It forms the base of the Carboniferous 
series of strata and is a land deposit that collected in the hollows and valleys of the desert landscape 
at that time.  A significant area of Great Scar Limestone lies to the east of the Dent Fault and 
underlies Dentdale, Garsdale and the east side of the Rawthey Valley.  Above the Great Scar 
limestone are the alternating beds of the Yoredale series of rocks, limestones, sandstones and 
shales.  They are evident as horizontal scars along the valley sides of Garsdale and Dentdale.  Thin 
beds of limestone form platformed steps down the riverbed over which the River Dee flows.  Often the 
bed is dry and the water flows through underground caverns. 

Below the Main Limestone, near the top of the Yoredale Strata, coal occurs and evidence of old pits 
and shafts can be seen at Garsdale Common.  The former workings are scattered near the Galloway 
Road between Garsdale and Dent stations.  Limestone was extracted from small quarries in Dentdale 
from the Yoredale Series, and cut and polished to produce Dent marble. 

During the Ice Age, Cautley Crags on the eastern edge of the Howgills were exposed by the gouging 
effect of the ice creating the beginnings of a corrie.  The valley bottoms adjacent to the Howgills 
received thick deposits of boulder clay.  The Lune gorge was deepened by ice moving from north to 
south and the western dales also had glaciers that stripped off soil cover and revealed the scars 
typical of the Yorkshire Dales.  Combe Scar to the west of Dent shows the outline of a small corrie 
with its own moraine of glacial debris. 

Dentdale, Garsdale, the Rawthey Valley and Lune Valley are west facing dales in contrast to all the 
other dales within the National Park.  Their rivers, the Dee, Clough and Rawthey, all flow into the 
River Lune that flows west into the Irish Sea. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences 

There are few prehistoric remains in this area.  At Abbot Holme Bridge near Catholes at the lower end 
of Dentdale, there are several mounds and hut circles indicating ancient settlement possibly of the 
Iron Age. 

The first road system was constructed by the Romans from Ribchester to Carlisle passing through the 
Lune valley, with a branch road from Sedbergh up the Rawthey Valley, illustrated by names such as 
Bluecaster Side, Borwens and the Street.  For hundreds of years the Lune Valley route became a 
highway for raids from the north. 

In the sixth century a Celtic kingdom of ruled by Donatus existed in Dentdale.  A Christian community 
was recorded at Dent until the 7

th
 century when the Celtic clergy of the kingdom were driven out by 

the Anglo Saxons.  

Anglian influence from the 7
th
 century is evident in the names “ton”, a farmstead, and “–ing” the “place 

of” (a named occupant) and occurs mainly in the Lune Valley, for example Killington.   

In the 10
th
 century the Norsemen arrived from Scandinavia.  Vikings from Norway landed on the coast 

of Cumbria and Lancashire, acquired large areas of grazing land and lived in longhouses.  Their 
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language forms an important part of the Yorkshire dialect, “thwaite” meaning a clearing, “garth” an 
enclosure, “holme” an island, “scar” a rocky outcrop and “wath” a ford.  In Dentdale and Garsdale 
Norse settlements are typically isolated farmhouses situated on both sides of the valley adjacent to 
gills or springs.  Dent is the only village of significant size in these two dales.  Names such as 
Swarthwaite, Hackgill, Dandra Garth, Birkrigg and Tofts illustrate the Norse influences. 

After the defeat of Harold in 1066, the Normans spread north and built many Castles to maintain order 
and check incursions from Scotland. One example of is Castlehaw Tower in Sedbergh, a well-
preserved motte and bailey (early timber castle on a mound).  The Normans also founded or rebuilt 
churches for example those in Sedbergh and Dent. The constant threat of raids from the north led to 
the fortification of houses an example being Middleton Hall near Sedbergh.  

As in many of the dales, the monastic influence was strong within the Cumbrian dales until the 
dissolution of the monasteries in the 1530’s.  

In the 17
th
 century the Cumbrian Dales became an important are for wool and Dent in particular, 

became famous for hand knitting which developed in the 17
th
 century with the making of good quality 

stockings and gloves.  Knitting flourished because it was a suitable way of using the rather coarse 
local wool, because the pastoral farming required little or no female or child labour except at hay time 
and because partible inheritance had led to numerous small family farms.  Water powered mills, such 
as those at Farfield, Hebblethwaite Hall, Arten Gill, Stone House and Rash carded and spun the yarn.  

Between the head of Garsdale and Dentdale there was a thriving coal mining industry from the 17
th
 

century to the 1870s, which considerably improved the economy of the two dales.  Today there is little 
evidence of the old pits and mine shafts. 

There is a packhorse route from Dent to Ingleton, Craven Old Way, which climbs over Whernside and 
a second route to Ingleton that follows Deepdale into Kingsdale.  The walled track of Occupation 
Road to the south of Dent was used by small quarries and may also have followed an older 
packhorse route.  

Over the centuries farming has governed the changes in the landscape.  The enclosures of 1859 in 
Dentdale were some of the last in the Yorkshire Dales.  Most farms have a mixture of permanent 
pasture and moorland.  Many farms rear beef cattle although sheep farming is the most widespread.  

Adam Sedgwick (1785-1873), a pioneer of British geology, was brought up in Dent.  His work led to 
the identification of the Dent fault and his memory is preserved by a fountain in Dent’s main street.   

The Settle to Carlisle railway opened in 1875 and skirts the head of both Garsdale and Dentdale en 
route between the Eden and Ribble valleys.  The stations that serve both Garsdale and Dent are high 
up and far from the villages themselves. Dent station is 5 miles from the village. The coming of the 
railway to these two dales brought an increase in trade to the two isolated dales.  

The area is attractive to visitors although facilities are of a low key nature.  Dent has a number of craft 
shops and an art gallery, teashops and pubs and campsites.  The National Park has an information 
centre at Sedbergh and there are two camping/caravanning sites close to the town.  Further 
campsites are found in the Rawthey valley and at Ewesdale in upper Dentdale.  There is a rare 
breeds centre at High Hall in Dentdale.  The Dales Way Long Distance Footpath passes through 
Dentdale, the Rawthey and Lune valleys.  The 259 mile long circular Cumbria Cycleway passes 
through Sedbergh and Garsdale and the Yorkshire Dales cycleway passes through Dentdale.  

  Buildings and Settlement  

Lower Dentdale is situated upon Great Scar Limestone where the Yoredale Limestones are thin.  
There is a fine series of flags and slates above the Middle Limestone that was extensively quarried at 
High Pike Quarries at the head of Deepdale, and also at Scotcher Gill just north of Dent.  The only 
Millstone Grit in this area is to be found on Baugh Fell, north of Garsdale, with quarries at the western 
side overlooking the Rawthey Valley.  The stone for Sedbergh was supplied from these quarries and 
the largest quarry in the north western Yorkshire Dales – Rawthey Quarry in Uldale. 
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Buildings in Dentdale are characterised by the use of abundant cut flags and slates quarried from 
Scotcher Gill.  The absence of Millstone Grit in the area has meant that two or three of these flags 
were used for window lintels in many of the smaller buildings.  For the larger, and better houses stone 
was brought from the Baugh Fell quarries.  

There are two viaducts; Dent Head Viaduct was built from Simonstone Limestone that was based 
upon the Hardraw Scar Limestone, and quarries up the adjacent gill.  Artengill Viaduct was also made 
from the local limestone and some of the parapets made from Penrith (Permian) Sandstone brought 
from the Vale of Eden. 

Dentdale or Simonstone Limestone was exploited as Dent Marble, and often used for fireplaces and 
kerbs for railway stations.  In Arten Gill in Upper Dentdale, quarrying started in 1770 and High Mill was 
converted from carding and spinning yarn to cutting and polishing marble.  The finer black and white 
stone was often cut into flooring tiles and a large amount exported, particularly to Australia.  A fine 
example of this marble is in the chancel of Dent Church. 

The area has a number of large houses.  The broad Lune Valley proved to be an attractive location to 
build a stately home.  Examples include Ingmire Hall in the Lune Valley and Stone Hall in the 
Rawthey Valley.   

Early farmhouse dwellings had thatched roofs with high pitched gables, a style that was also seen 
incorporated into later buildings such as Low House in Garsdale.  From 1650 stone flags started to 
replace thatch as the main roofing material.  Porches were typically central, occasionally with a gabled 
upper storey.  Wooden galleries used for spinning and weaving in the 18

th
 century were common and 

examples have survived at Sedbergh today.  A frequent feature of the area is the painting of stone 
buildings white.  

At Brigflatts, in the Lune Valley, is the oldest Quaker meeting house in the North of England, dating 
from 1675, and which still has its original oak interior.  

Dent town was once more important than Sedbergh.  It used to have six inns and alehouses near the 
market place and as late as 1906 there were three banks, a blacksmith, six shoemakers, three 
butchers, two carters, four joiners, four tailors and twelve grocers, bakers and provision dealers.  A 
century earlier there were even more rural craftsmen.   

Sedbergh is set at the confluence of four valleys and four rivers where ancient trade routes from 
Kendal to York and Lancaster to Newcastle merged.  Dating back from the Roman times, the name 
derives from the Norse “setberg” meaning a flat-topped hill, which along with other names in the area 
demonstrate the overwhelming Norse influence.  The town was granted a market charter in the 13

th
 

century and still holds a Wednesday market. It was important for the woollen and Knitting trades and 
is well known for its public school, founded in 1525. The population of Sedbergh increased 
significantly during the 150 years up to the last war, and after the opening of the railway in 1861 many 
houses were built in a style typical of the Lake District.   

Others settlements within the Cumbrian Dales are limited to small villages and hamlets.  

  Land Cover 

The western dales tend to be generally lusher and greener than the east facing Yorkshire Dales, 
mostly due to the milder winters experienced in the location. 

The richest Grade 3 farmland is in the lower Lune Valley below Sedbergh and good meadow and 
pasture land (Grade 4) reaches up all the branching dales. 

The Cumbrian Dales include a wide variety of habitats that support a diverse range of plant and 
wildlife.  Habitats include broad-leaved woodland with species including ash, oak, sycamore, hazel, 
hawthorn, blackthorn, bird cherry, wild cherry, willow, elder, alder, rowan, crab apple and dog rose; 
coniferous plantations; hay meadows; rough grassland and limestone pastures and scars. 

There are no large areas of broadleaved woodland although the dales have a generally well-wooded 
appearance.  There are areas of ancient woodland on the eastern side of the Rawthey Valley and 
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smaller areas higher up both the valley sides of Dentdale mainly associated with the gills.  A few 
coniferous plantations at the eastern end of Garsdale and Dentdale detract from the overall character. 

Dentdale with Deepdale, the Rawthey Valley and Garsdale fall within the Pennine Dales 
Environmentally Sensitive Area.  There are four Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the area.  
Deepdale Meadows SSSI consists of six unimproved, traditionally managed hay meadows located 
2km south east of Dent.  They represent one of only four remaining examples of the south Cumbria 
northern hay meadow plant community.  Cautley Thwaite Meadows and Ecker Secker Beck SSSIs 
consists of four traditionally managed grasslands 5km north east of Sedbergh overlying the Cautley 
Mudstones.  Combe Scar SSSI situated at the head of Barbondale was formed by the Dent Fault 
bringing Upper Silurian Coniston Grits into contact with Coniston Flags (Lower Silurian) and volcanic 
Ordovician age rocks.  The overlying soils provide base-rich and base-poor conditions due to the 
variety of rocks influencing them.  The Upper Dentdale Cave System SSSI located 3km east of Dent 
comprises an underground cave system with a number of entrances and resurgences. 
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  The Cumbrian Dales Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

VLA (upland dales and valleys, 
shallow soils over limestone, 
wooded-ancient woods) 

Dentdale and Deepdale Dent Head Viaduct to Abbot 
Holme Bridge   

VLA (upland dales and valleys, 
shallow soils over limestone, 
wooded-ancient woods) 

Garsdale Dandymire Viaduct to Low 
Fores   

VPA (upland vales valleys, 
gleyed soils over hard rock, 
wooded-ancient woods) 

VPD (upland vales and valleys, 
gleyed soils over hard rock, 
dispersed, unwooded) 

Rawthey Valley Dale head (Low Haygarth area) 
to Marthwaite 

VPD (upland vales and valleys, 
gleyed soils over hard rock, 
dispersed, unwooded) 

Lune Valley National Park boundary north of 
Midgehole to National Park 
boundary at Middleton Bridge   
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4.  Dentdale and Deepdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 West facing sinuous, shallow, u-shaped glacial valley located in the north western part of the 
National Park. 

 Crossed by the Dent Fault in the Gawthrop area, the valley overlies Great Scar limestone to the 
east, with valley sides formed by Yoredales; to the west the valley overlies grey turbidite 
sandstones and slates of the Silurian period.  

 Shallow, gently undulating valley sides with a predominantly narrow valley floor, except to the 
west of Dent where it widens out significantly, and the valley becomes broader and more open in 
character. 

 Outcropping limestone of Combe Scar and associated corrie below form a prominent feature. 

 River has a smooth, platformed bed with steps or ledges, and extensive tree cover on riverbanks. 

 Frequent tributary gills giving valley side a folded, indented appearance, their winding form picked 
out by abundant tree cover.   

 Lush, green, extremely well-wooded valley with linear lines of hedgerows appearing to tumble 
down the valley sides to connect with densely wooded river banks. 

 Picturesque, traditional stone-built village of Dent with narrow, cobbled streets.  Many houses 
within Dent, and other farmsteads scattered throughout the dale, have been rendered and painted 
white. 

 Medium to large sized fields with hay meadows, mainly enclosed by hedgerows and some 
drystone walls.   

 Two local stone viaducts form dominant features at the head of Dentdale.  Visual influence of 
railway slightly exacerbated by unusual use of sleepers as crude fencing. 

 Few detractors. 

  Landscape Character 

The main valley of Dentdale is a sinuous, u-shaped glacial valley with an east to west orientation.  
Deepdale is a major tributary valley with similar characteristics that branches off to the south of 
Dentdale.  Both valleys have a shallow sloping profile with smooth, gently undulating valley sides and 
a narrow valley floor.  However to the west of Dent the valley floor becomes much broader and flatter, 
giving the dale a more open character in this area.   

Crossed by the Dent Fault in the Gawthrop area, the valley overlies Great Scar limestone to the east, 
with valley sides formed by Yoredales; to the west the valley overlies grey turbidite sandstones and 
slates of the Silurian period. 

The character area is contained by the coniferous plantations of Mossy Bottom and Hazel Bottom at 
the head of Dentdale, and also partly by the railway to the east.  At the lower end of the valley it 
merges with the broader, more open Rawthey Valley landscape. 

There are numerous caves, shakeholes and swallowholes high up on the valley sides but these are 
not obvious features.  Combe Scar to the north west of Dent is a prominent feature displaying a band 
of outcropping rock with a corrie below scoured out by glacial erosion.  Its presence dominates this 
part of the dale. 
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There are many tributary gills occurring frequently on both sides of the valley.  They have a distinctive, 
winding form that is picked out by the abundant tree cover within them.  Their frequency gives an 
indented gently folded appearance to the valley sides. 

The River Dee runs through Dentdale with its source at the dale head.  It eventually merges with the 
River Rawthey just north of Abbot Holme.  Deepdale Beck runs through Deepdale and joins the River 
Dee just below Scotchergill.  Both rivers are shallow and meandering with stepped and platformed 
beds and abundant tree cover on both banks making the rivers hard to distinguish on the valley floor.   

Dentdale and Deepdale have numerous woodland copses, hedgerows and individual trees, with a 
diverse range of species present.  The hedgerows form linear features that appear to tumble down 
the valley sides slopes to meet with the densely wooded riverbanks.  The rich diversity of species and 
ample tree and shrub coverage combine to form a rich visual tapestry, giving the dale its renowned 
lush and very green appearance.  At the valley head in the higher reaches of Dentdale, the vegetation 
reduces to scattered clumps of hawthorn, giving the area a wilder appearance as it merges with the 
adjacent moorland. 

The main settlement in this character area is Dent, known as Dent Town, located in the middle of the 
dale on the valley floor, close to the river.  It has narrow, cobbled streets and traditional stone houses, 
many rendered and painted white.  Building materials include local limestone with stone flag and slate 
roofs and occasional red sandstone.  Some unsympathetic modern housing occurs on the western 
edge of the village.  The only other settlement of any significance is Gawthrop, a hamlet situated 1km 
to the west of Dent at the lower end of Barbondale, a tributary valley.   

All of the farmhouses situated within Dentdale and Deepdale are traditionally styled; many painted 
white with stone flag roofs.  They tend to be nestled mid-way up both valley sides amongst extensive 
tree cover associated with tributary gills.  The scattered stone barns are not a strong visual feature 
due to the extent of vegetation cover.  Many barns have collapsed, or are crumbling and dilapidated.  
Drystone walls are also a minor boundary feature overshadowed by the numerous well developed 
and well treed hedgerows within the dale.  Many walls have collapsed and been replaced with 
hedgerows or post and wire fencing. 

Field sizes range from medium to large, with the smaller fields concentrated around Dent.  There are 
abundant, traditionally managed hay meadows, amongst improved pastureland with some rough 
pasture higher up the valley sides.   

At the crest of the valley the presence of the adjacent moors is reinforced by the moorland vegetation 
spilling over the tops into the dale itself. 

There is one main road running through the valley from Sedbergh in the Rawthey valley to Dent.  East 
of Dent it splits into two minor roads each running along either side of the River Dee to meet at 
Ewegales Bridge, and continue to the dale head where it links eventually with the B6255 to the east.  
The road through Deepdale traverses the western valley side to the head of the valley linking with 
Kingsdale to the south.  All roads within this character area are narrow and winding with numerous 
trees and woodland areas on either side, reinforcing the generally well-wooded character of the dale. 

The Dales Way footpath runs through Dentdale almost entirely alongside the River Dee.  Views out of 
the valley are well contained by the topography and to a lesser extent the vegetation cover.  However, 
at the lower western end of Dentdale the valley becomes much more open, allowing views into the 
Rawthey valley beyond.  Combe Scar, Gragareth and Whernside to the south are particularly 
dominant visual features and add to the sense of enclosure within this part of the valley.  To the north 
west, the hillocky outline of the Frostrow Fells forms an attractive skyline feature contrasting with the 
smoother, gently undulating valley skylines elsewhere. 

At the head of Dentdale is the Settle to Carlisle railway line that traverses the north eastern valley side 
for approximately 3km.  There are two viaducts, Artengill Viaduct and Dent Head Viaduct, both 
prominent features constructed in local limestone and nestled amongst the adjacent landform and 
vegetation.  Beneath Dent Head Viaduct, and in marked contrast, is an attractive packhorse bridge, 
grassed over and blending perfectly into its backdrop of trees. 

From the valley floor the line of the railway can be picked out high up on the valley side, becoming 
slightly incongruous where old railway sleepers have been used on end as a crude form of track side 
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fencing.  Other local detractors within the area such as electricity poles and old quarries generally 
blend in to the abundant vegetation cover.  There are also campsites located in and near Dent which 
would be intrusive on busy summer weekends.  Dent itself has succumbed to tourist pressures with 
several bed and breakfasts, teashops, craft shops and a large car park, although not to the detriment 
of its character. 



  45 

5.  Garsdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Long, curved, narrow u-shaped glacial valley overlying Great Scar limestone, orientated from east 
to west.  Valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series.  

 Relatively, broad and flat valley floor with steeply sloping valley sides.  Open and exposed dale 
head and lower reaches with more enclosed central area. 

 Meandering, visually insignificant river hidden by extensive tree cover and vegetation with 
shallow, stony channel.  Outcropping rock and associated trees located adjacent to river at 
Garsdale. 

 Frequent tributary gills on both sides of the valley give an indented, folded appearance to side 
slopes.  Scattered trees and areas of scrub mark gills and waterfalls are numerous.  

 Vegetation generally quite scattered and scrubby except on valley floor where a more significant, 
wider woodland belt is associated with the river.   

 Settlements comprise hamlets and many farmsteads, some dilapidated, and mainly located on 
the valley floor adjacent to the river.   

 Field sizes irregular and generally elongated up the valley sides, wall pattern evident and walls 
generally in good condition.   

 Overall character of dale compromised by strong suburban elements; railway and associated 
terraced cottages and bridge, improved fast, wide road with white lining and concrete kerbs, 
dilapidated farmhouses and occasional concrete post fencing adjacent to road.   

  Landscape Character 

Garsdale is a winding, long, narrow dale overlying Great Scar limestone, with a u-shaped valley 
profile extending from east to west. The valley sides are formed by rocks of the Yoredale series.  The 
dale is located north of Dentdale in the north west corner of the National Park, and like Dentdale, it is 
orientated in an east-west direction and is west facing.  To the north is East Baugh Fell and to the 
south, Widdale Fell, Rise Hill and Aye Gill Pike. 

At the head of the valley the landscape is bleak and barren with a very open, exposed character with 
a strong moorland influence.  The railway and associated cottages appear incongruous within the 
exposed upland landscape.  Mid-way along the dale, the valley becomes more contained and 
enclosed, widening again in its lower reaches where moorland encroaches on either side contributing 
to the sense of exposure in this area.  Generally, the valley floor is quite broad and flat, and the valley 
sides steeply sloping with gentle undulations. 

The Clough River has its source at Garsdale Head and joins the River Rawthey at Garsdale Bridge in 
the Rawthey Valley.  It is a gently meandering river with a shallow, stony channel, very well hidden 
from the nearby road by trees and shrubs outcropping rock occurs on the river bank to the east of 
Garsdale.  

There are frequent winding gills on both sides of the valley that give an indented, folded appearance 
to the valley sides.  Waterfalls are frequent within the gills.  Some gill erosion is evident and, 
combined with the associated scattered, sparse tree cover, the gills have a more open and barren 
appearance than those within Dentdale.   

Vegetation is mainly concentrated on the valley floor where narrow belts of woodland and riverside 
trees mark the river.  Higher up the valley sides vegetation becomes more scattered, scant and 
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scrubby in appearance although occasional coniferous plantations on the valley sides frame the valley 
and add to the sense of enclosure in the narrower stretches. 

There is one main road, the A684, which is an improved road following the line of the river along the 
valley floor.  It crosses the river numerous times by means of bridges of mixed styles, some with a 
strong railway influence, which are unsympathetic to the natural character of the valley and the river. 
Downstream of Bellow Hill the road divides and the main road follows the north facing slope while a 
minor road follows the south facing slope.  There are a few footpaths within the valley, mainly 
traversing the valley slopes. 

Buildings within Garsdale vary from traditional farmsteads, often rendered and painted white, to a row 
of visually prominent terraced railway cottages situated at Garsdale Station. Some properties are 
pebbledashed.  There are several empty, derelict houses.  Unlike Dentdale, there is little evidence of 
tourist pressure upon the valley.  Barns tend to be scattered infrequently and are often dilapidated, in 
contrast to the drystone walls, which have a strong pattern and are generally in good condition.  Field 
sizes are irregular and tend to be elongated up the valley sides. 

The overall character of Garsdale is much harsher than the soft lush appearance of Dentdale and 
Deepdale.  The urbanised elements such as the railway, the improved main road (allowing faster 
traffic movements) and concrete post fencing serve to fragment the valley, reducing its natural 
harmony. 
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6.  Rawthey Valley 

  Key Characteristics 

 Wide, broad u-shaped valley overlying sandstones and slates of the Silurian period, with younger 
sandstones and conglomerates in the Sedbergh area.  Hummocky valley floor, valley sides 
shallow becoming steeper and more enclosed towards the head of the dale. 

 Valley dominated by presence of smooth-flanked and rounded Howgill Fells to the west, their form 
influenced by their Silurian geology, contrasting with the eastern valley side crossed by the Dent 
Fault and rising up to lower elevations of Baugh Fell, underlain by Yoredale series.  

 Cautley Crags are a prominent visual feature situated to the west within the Howgill Fells.  Bare 
rock, scree and erosion contrasts with lush green of the valley. 

 River is rocky and shallow with boulders within the channel, well screened by associated trees 
and shrubs. 

 Frequent tributary gills with associated vegetation on both sides of the valley. 

 Valley contains many trees and hedgerows with a wide variety of species.  Strong parkland 
character dominates, particularly in the lower reaches of the valley near Sedbergh. 

 Fields are irregular sized, enclosed mainly by hedgerows and drystone walls.  Wall pattern hidden 
by combination of vegetation and topography.  

 One main settlement, Sedbergh, a traditional market town with many historical features located at 
the lower end of the valley adjacent to the river. 

  Landscape Character 

The Rawthey Valley is a broad u-shaped valley with a hummocky undulating valley floor.  It overlies 
sandstones and slates of the Silurian period, with younger sandstones and conglomerates of Silurian 
rock and granite in the Sedbergh area.  The valley sides are shallow in the lower reaches becoming 
steeper and more enclosed towards the dale head.  It is located in the north west corner of the 
National Park and is oriented with the dale head to the north, curving to the south west to meet with 
the Lune Valley.  The character area is contained by the Howgill Fells to the west, the National Park 
boundary to the north (which the valley extends beyond), the moorland edges of Baugh Fell to the 
east and Garsdale and Dentdale to the south east. 

The whole valley is dominated by the overwhelming presence of the Howgill Fells.  The smooth-
flanked and steep rounded fells to the west, their form influenced by their Silurian geology, contrast 
sharply with the eastern valley side crossed by the Dent Fault and rising gradually up to lower 
elevations and flatter profile of Baugh Fell, underlain by Yoredale series.   

Features within the Howgills are very prominent when viewed from the Rawthey Valley.  Cautley 
Crags and Cautley Spout are focal points at the head of the valley, due to the exposure of bare rock 
with associated scree that contrasts with the surrounding lush, green pastures and meadows within 
the valley.  Views to the south are dominated by the sharper outline of the Frostrow Fells between 
Garsdale and Dentdale. 

The River Rawthey becomes significantly broader where it merges with the Clough River from 
Garsdale, and has a rocky and shallow channel with stones and boulders.  The valley floor is well 
vegetated and numerous bank side trees and shrubs screen the river from general view.  Well-defined 
well vegetated tributary gills line the valley sides many containing waterfalls not visible from the valley 
floor.   
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The valley contains many individual trees, woodland copses and hedgerows and also has a strong 
parkland character, particularly around Sedbergh, where the amount of vegetation cover is enhanced 
by the gently rolling topography.  There is a wide variety of woodland species including ash, 
sycamore, alder, hawthorn and hazel.  Moorland influences are more evident to the south east close 
to lower Garsdale, and at the dale head where moorland vegetation encroaches significantly on both 
sides of the valley.  At the head of the dale, there is an increase in scrub vegetation with gorse and 
bracken appearing on the Howgill Fells. 

There is one main road, the A683, a wide and busy road which runs along the valley floor from 
Sedbergh and to Kirkby Stephen north of the Park boundary.  Footpaths mainly traverse the western 
valley slopes and others cross the eastern valley side to the moors beyond.  Part of the Dales Way 
emerges from Dentdale and, following the river, proceeds into the Lune Valley. 

Sedbergh is the main settlement within the valley and is situated in the lower reaches adjacent to the 
river.  It is a traditional market town, quite dispersed, with many buildings of historical importance 
including a Norman motte and bailey.  Buildings are mainly constructed of gritstone or sandstone with 
flagged roofs.  Sedbergh School, founded in 1525 occupies a significant proportion of the town and is 
set against Winder (473m) on the south edge of the Howgills.  Elsewhere settlement is limited to 
isolated farmsteads that are located mainly on the valley floor and on the lower side slopes. 

Field sizes within the valley are variable and irregular, enclosed by a mixture of drystone walls and 
hedgerows. The wall pattern is not strongly evident due to the screening effect of both vegetation and 
landform. 

There are three campsites within the Rawthey Valley located close to the main road and potential 
detractors during busy periods.  Other minor detractors include agricultural sheds and overhead 
electricity poles although these tend to merge into the backdrop of the gently undulating and well-
vegetated landscape. 
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7.  Lune Valley 

  Key Characteristics 

 Very broad u-shaped valley with undulating, rolling valley floor overlying sandstones and slates of 
the Silurian period and shallow, gently sloping valley sides with local enclosure provided by 
topography and vegetation.. 

 Valley separated from the rest of the Park by the indomitable mass of the Howgill Fells. 

 The Howgill Fells and their associated features such as exposed bands of outcropping rock and 
indentations caused by tributary gills, visually dominate the valley. 

 River Lune is broad and gently meandering with frequent trees on the bank side.  It is rocky and 
cuts through a gorge for much of its length with numerous stones, boulders and rocky platforms 
within the channel. 

 Well-developed tributary gills from the east are winding and generally well vegetated contrasting 
with the smooth outline of the adjacent Howgill Fells. 

 Valley is extremely lush and green with many trees, woodland copses and hedgerows.  Hedgerow 
pattern extends high up the valley sides and combines with undulating landform to create a soft, 
gentle character. 

 The Roman road, Howgill Lane, runs north to south mid-way up the eastern valley side.   

 Frequent traditional farmsteads and large manor houses located on the lower valley slopes.  No 
larger settlements within character area. 

 Hedgerows are main boundary feature and form strong pattern of enclosure around medium to 
large sized, irregularly shaped fields.   

 Detractors include M6 motorway and line of dismantled railway forming dominant visual features 
situated high up on the western valley side. 

  Landscape Character 

The Lune Valley is located on the outer north western edge of the National Park and is orientated 
north to south, adjoining character areas identified by Cumbria County Council as Main Valleys, sub 
types 8b broad valleys and 8c valley corridor.  The character area boundary is defined by the River 
Lune to the west which is the National Park boundary, and the Howgill Fells to the east, with the 
Rawthey Valley to the south east.  As the National Park boundary follows the River Lune only the 
eastern side of the valley falls within the character area. 

The valley is extremely broad with a shallow u-shaped profile and a rolling, undulating valley floor and 
overlies sandstones and slates of the Silurian period.  The valley sides are also undulating with gentle 
slopes and seem to blend naturally with the smooth, rounded profile of the adjacent Howgill Fells.  
The hummocky valley floor, caused by glacial deposition features, gives a strong local sense of 
enclosure, which contrasts with the overall large scale of the valley.  Towards the head of the valley 
the landscape becomes more exposed being influenced by the moorland vegetation encroaching from 
the adjacent Howgill Fells.  

The Howgill Fells have a very strong visual presence along the whole length of the valley that is 
exaggerated by their lack of vegetation cover, occasional outcropping rock and areas of scree 
contrasting with the richly vegetated Lune Valley.  This tapestry of hedgerows, trees and woodland 
copses extends up to the higher slopes of the western side of the valley.   
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The river is broad and gently meandering with stones and boulders within the channel.  It cuts through 
a gorge for much of its length, deepened during the Ice Age by ice moving from north to south, and 
has a rocky platformed bed.  Its banks are lined by trees and shrubs that tend to screen it in wider 
views.   

There are a few well-defined tributary gills that have their source in the Howgill Fells.  The gills are 
generally wooded in their lower reaches and as a result they stand out against the smooth profiles of 
the Howgills eg Chapel Beck with its gently, winding stream and well vegetated river banks.  The road 
crosses the river by an old stone bridge with a streamside house and church tucked into the tributary 
valley below. 

The vegetation within the valley is one of its main features contributing to the overall lush, green 
character of the area.  There are many woodland copses, trees and hedgerows with a great variety of 
species including oak, sycamore, rowan, holly, ash, pine, hawthorn and hazel.  Roadside hedgerows 
are often on earth banks and include species such as dog rose and blackthorn.  There are medium to 
large areas of woodland adjacent to the River Lune and its tributary gills, and many scattered trees, 
mixed woodland pockets and copses within the farmland.  There is also some unsympathetic 
shelterbelt planting. 

The main road through the valley is the A6257 but this falls outside of the character area being on the 
west side of the river.  The old Roman road, Howgill Lane runs north to south on the east side of the 
river, mid-way up the valley side.  This road was built to link Ribchester with Carlisle and was a 
highway for raids from the north.  Access tracks to nearby farmsteads branch off to the east and west.  
The Dales Way runs alongside the River Lune linking with many other footpaths from the Howgill 
Fells. 

There are no main settlements within the character area.  Buildings consist of isolated farmsteads and 
manor houses that are all located on the lower valley slopes.  They have generally retained their 
traditional character although there is some evidence of modern extension and rendering.  Ingmire 
Hall is associated with areas of parkland that have a strong influence on the immediately surrounding 
landscape.   

Although there are drystone walls present they are not a strong feature, being overshadowed by a 
strong pattern of hedgerows that enclose medium to large sized, irregular fields.  Fields are mainly 
improved pasture with many hay meadows and a very small amount of rough pasture along the 
eastern edge of the valley adjacent to the Howgills.   

The main detractor within the valley is the M6 motorway that traverses the higher slopes of the 
western valley side beyond the character area boundary.  It exerts both a visual and audible influence 
that becomes stronger at the northern end of the valley where it is physically closer.  A dismantled 
railway, railway viaduct and prominent railway cottages situated to the east of the motorway which 
contribute urbanising elements in this area. detract locally along with distant views of wind turbines to 
the west.  However, generally these detracting elements do not compromise the overall character of 
the valley. 

 



  51 

Wensleydale 

  Physical Influences 

Wensleydale is a long, open and broad dale gently rising to the flat topped hills that enclose it and 
give it its individual character.  Until the beginning of the 18

th
 century the name Yoredale, or Uredale 

after its river, the Ure, persisted alongside the name Wensleydale, after Wensley, an important market 
town up until the middle of the 16

th
 century. 

Beneath Wensleydale, 500m below the surface, is a pink granite, known as Wensleydale Granite, 
which is some 400 million years old.  About 350 million years ago the Great Scar Limestone was 
deposited upon the eroded surface of the granite.  This is now only visible from Dysart to Appersett 
along the valley floor, but is also present at Raydale and Bishopdale although here it is mostly 
covered by glacial deposits.   

On top of the limestone lies the Yoredales, which comprise a repeated series limestone, shale and 
sandstone layers.  In 1835 the geologist John Phillips chose Wensleydale as his type area and hence 
the name Yoredales was derived.  The Yoredales vary in thickness at different locations within the 
dales but at Askrigg, for example, they are 275m deep.   

The Yoredales are primarily responsible for the unique landscape in Wensleydale.  The easily eroded 
shales form the gentler slopes of the valley sides, the harder limestones exposed as horizontal scars 
and steps on the valley sides, such as the prominent step of Hardraw limestone upon which the 
village of Thornton Rust is built.  The Yoredales have also given rise to numerous waterfalls in the 
dale, formed by alternating beds of hard limestone and sandstone within the soft shales.  The best 
example is Hardraw Force with the highest single drop (27m) in England.  Mill Gill Force and Whitfield 
Force are of similar origin. 

High Scars such as Ellerkin Scar near Askrigg and High Clint near Hardraw have been formed by the 
22m thick Main limestone from the Upper Carboniferous period that lies above the Yoredale series.  
The Main limestone also caps the flat-topped hills, such as Crag Hill and Wether Fell. On top of this is 
a bed of chertz mixed with limestone.  Chertz was quarried at Flint Hill for use in the ceramic industry.  

Millstone Grit outcrops on top of the fells to the north and south of the dale, including Dodd Fell, 
Penhill, Great Haw and a small patch on Wether Fell and more widely on Great Shunner Fell to the 
north. Coal seams have been worked in places, as on the sides of Great Shunner Fell.  

Uplift of the granite about 330 million years resulted in faults in the overlying rock strata, allowing the 
formation of mineral seams including lead ore, calcite, fluorite, barite and other minerals, some of 
which have been exploited in the past.  

There are numerous sink holes and swallowholes on the upper surfaces of the limestone and springs 
lower down where the streams reappear at its foot, for example above Thornton Rust.  

The Ice Age impacted upon Wensleydale by carving out the u-shaped valleys, although each of the 
dales was affected differently.  The main glacier in Wensleydale was less erosive than in some of the 
side valleys, such as Bishopdale, which contained a steep and active glacier leading to the significant 
deepening of the valley.  Waldendale’s v-shape profile shows that it was little affected by ice.  

As the glaciers retreated, deposits were left which exert a significant influence on the present day 
landscape.  These include drift tails, relatively unusual features formed at the junction of tributary 
valleys.  Comprised of glacial till, they are seen joined to the spurs of the tributary valleys and form 
long tails pointing downstream and are often moulded into drumlin-like shapes and tend to divert the 
incoming streams further to the east.  This deflection of the tributaries is responsible for many of the 
waterfalls within the tributaries.  Examples can be seen at Cotterdale Beck where a drift tail has 
contributed to the formation of Cotter Force, and Fossdale Gill is deflected over Hardraw Force and 
round the drift tail.  There is a large drift tail between Bishopdale and Wensleydale.  

Glacial drumlins can be seen between Hell Gill and the Moorcock Inn and around and including 
Brough Hill (on which a Roman Fort was sited) between Bainbridge and Aysgarth.   
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Lateral moraines occur on both sides of the river near Aysgarth and Bainbridge.  At Aysgarth there is 
a conspicuous terminal moraine and another crosses the valley floor at Brown Moor almost two miles 
below Hawes.  Both of these moraines created dams across the river and held back shallow lakes for 
a time; these now form part of the flat river flood plain in these areas.   

Semer Water is a natural lake of glacial origin, a rare feature and one of the largest in Yorkshire.  It 
was dammed at its lower end by glacial debris and was formerly much bigger reaching further up 
Raydale; the overflow from the lake formed the gorge and falls of the River Bain above Bainbridge.  
The former course of the Bain at the Countersett end is blocked by a drift tail.  

The Rive Ure has its source high on the side of Lunds Fell on the borders of Cumbria.  At the 
Moorcock Inn, close to the dale head, the riverbed lies at 305m above sea level and from here to 
Kilgram Bridge at the lower end of the dale (a distance of 26 miles); the river drops 215m in height to 
just above 90m above sea level.  About a third of this fall comes in the 3 miles between Redmire and 
Aysgarth with a series of waterfalls.  Aysgarth Falls, one of the most popular tourist attractions in 
Wensleydale, were formed by a rise in the level of the land and are cut into thick limestones 
separated by thin shales that results in a stepped formation.  Numerous other falls occur in 
Wensleydale including Cotter Force and falls at Gayle, West Burton and Widdale Beck, with many 
others on the tributary streams. 

Soils that have developed in Wensleydale range from the rich, fertile loam and clay river alluvium and 
coarse loam and sand over gravel along the valley floors, to the fine loam and clayey upland soils with 
a very acidic peaty surface horizon.  They closely reflect the underlying geology that varies 
considerably from bands of limestone, sandstone and shale to glacial till and floodplain river deposits.  
Landform has had an effect on soil development, the flat areas on tops of the fells and valley floors 
being poorly drained allowing the formation of peat, the slopes being better drained and supporting a 
richer flora.  Lower down the slopes the soils are thicker and higher in mineral content. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences 

The first settlers of significance in Wensleydale were the Neolithic people.  From about 4000 BC they 
entered and inhabited the less thickly wooded limestone terraces on the valley sides and left their 
mark by constructing large henges such as Castle Dykes near Aysgarth. The remains of a village on 
stilts have been found in the shallows of Semer Water, which is thought to date from the Neolithic 
period.  

Around 2000 BC the Bronze Age settlers arrived and built stone circles and tumuli such as at Oxclose 
Pasture near Carperby and at Castle Tykes near Aysgarth.  By the early Iron Age farming settlements 
were established and continued by the Celts until the Angles and Danes arrived.  Sites of old Iron Age 
villages lie on Nab End, the western face of Penhill and at Addlebrough near Stone Raise. 

The Brigantes arrived in the 3
rd

 century BC, enclosed fields and grew crops such as barley wheat and 
peas.  Communities settled high on Penhill and Addlebrough.  When the Romans came, the Brigantes 
under Venutius offered fierce resistance by building a fort at Addlebrough.  Once the Romans had 
broken the power of the Brigantes, in about AD74, they constructed one of the best preserved 
Pennine forts on Brough Hill at Bainbridge, which was connected by the Cam High Road to the 
Roman base at Ribchester. 

Place names ending in ‘ton’, ‘ley’ and ‘ham’ are common in the southern parts of Wensleydale and 
are a result of the Anglian occupation during the 7

th
 century.  They had a well-organised communal 

living and farming system and cropland was ploughed in strips (furlongs). In the 9
th
 century the Danes 

arrived in the main dale and some of the smaller side dales, leaving place names ending in ‘by’ and 
‘thorp’, such as Thoralby, Carperby and Agglethorpe.   

In the 10
th
 century Norse Vikings came from the west into the head of Wensleydale. They were 

independent pastoral farmers from the Scandinavian mountains and left names such as ‘sett’ in 
Appersett, Burtersett and Countersett; and ‘thwaite’ in Braithwaite and Swinithwaite. 

Much of the local population was wiped out by 1070 by the Norman conquerors who set aside large 
areas of Wensleydale as hunting forests.  The Norse farmers were allowed to continue raising their 
livestock in return for taking care of the deer. The Normans built castles to establish their authority.  
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On William’s Hill at Middleham there is a motte and bailey, the site of an early timbered castle built by 
the Normans. Later the stone castles at of Middleham and Bolton were built. 

The monasteries had a great effect on both the lives of the people of the dale and the landscape. 
Norman Lords were generous in giving gifts to the monasteries, which they believed would ensure 
them a place in Heaven.  Much of Wensleydale was in the control Cistercian Monks who founded 
Jervaulx Abbey in 1156.  Jervaulx became wealthy, owning much of the land on the north side of the 
river above Askrigg known now as Abbotside.  Outlying working farms or “granges” such as those at 
Braithwaite and Grange were established to manage the huge estate of Jervaulx Abbey.  The main 
wealth was provided by wool from sheep, which eventually led to overgrazing and loss of wooded 
areas.  Coverham Abbey was founded in 1212 by the Premonstratensians.   

The dissolution if the monasteries in the 1530’s brought difficult times for the ordinary people of the 
dale who relied on the trade they generated.  Wealthy landowners benefited from the break up of the 
estates and a number of halls were built, including the Tudor manor house Coleby Hall near Askrigg, 
the castellated Nappa Hall, Danby Hall near Middleham and Braithwaite Hall on the opposite side of 
the valley.  

Lynchets, seen near Askrigg, Carperby and Castle Bolton developed in the late medieval period, the 
natural result of many years of ploughing the hillsides.  Fields were enclosed nearest to the villages 
first by stone walls and new farming methods developed such as liming, manuring and draining of 
boggy land.  Old limekilns can be found along the hillsides, where limestone and coal or timber were 
burnt to produce lime for the fields and for building mortar. The majority of the drystone walls in the 
dale were built between 1780 and 1820.   

Drove roads and packhorse routes are preserved as green lanes evident today.  One of the main 
routes to Ingleton followed the Roman road from Askrigg, through Bainbridge and over Wether and 
Cam Fell; another went through the dale to Middleham and Masham. 

Many of the small industries that developed such as the mining of lead, making of cheese, the wool 
industry and breeding of horses were originated by the monks of Jervaulx Abbey.  Lead mining was 
once important; some 50 mines have been worked in Wensleydale.  Today Wensleydale cheese is 
still made at Hawes and widely exported, although cheese making methods have changed greatly.  
The dale is still famed for the training of racehorses near Middleham.  In addition to farming a number 
of craft based industries support the local economy including woollens, rope making, violin making, 
potteries and furniture making.   

Wensleydale is generally quieter than some of the other Yorkshire Dales due to its distance from 
major urban centres.  The numerous waterfalls provide perhaps the most popular tourist attraction.  
The many footpaths and bridleways, often following the level, regular terraces along the valley sides, 
make the dale popular with walkers and equestrians.  Visitors are also attracted by the market towns 
and villages and their variety of shops, craft centres, pubs and cafes and attractions such as the 
Dales Countryside Museum and the Wensleydale creamery in Hawes, Middleham Castle, the 
Yorkshire Carriage Museum at Aysgarth and the model village in Leyburn.  Bolton Castle is also an 
important attraction built in the 14th century by Richard, Lord Scrope who was Chancellor of England 
in 1378.  Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned here for 6 months in 1568.  It is now open to visitors 
with furnished rooms and a dungeon.  The Forbidden Corner, a maze and folly in the grounds of 
Tupgill Park is a further visitor attraction within lower Coverdale.   

The Yoredale Way, 160km long from York to Kirkby Stephen, follows the course of the River Ure 
through Wensleydale.  Semer Water is popular for fishing, swimming, and windsurfing and there are 
National Park visitor centres at Hawes and Aysgarth Falls.   

  Buildings and Settlement 

The earliest settlers formed small, isolated hamlets on the better-drained and less wooded limestone 
terraces of Wensleydale.  When the Angles and Danes arrived more organised, clustered settlements 
developed. 

Wensley was an important town in medieval times but during 1563 it suffered badly from plague and 
its population fell rapidly.  Askrigg then developed as the chief market town until the end of the 18

th
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century when Hawes grew significantly.  Leyburn, a small village for hundreds of years, became 
Wensleydale’s main market town in the 19

th
 century.  Middleham benefited from its castle and is now 

a small market town.  Bainbridge’s location at the junction of a drove road and turnpike crossing 
proved favourable to its growth over the years. 

The traditional dales house was simply designed with thick walls, facing south to give as much 
sunlight as possible with fewer windows on the north and west facing sides.  The roofs were stone 
slated and low angled, and the doorways constructed from large blocks of gritstone with carved and 
decorated lintels often dated and initialled.  A typical example is Worton Hall, one of the oldest 
farmhouses in Wensleydale, dated 1600. 

Limekilns are still a prominent feature of the dale.  They were located near to the limestone and the 
cheap coal seams found under the Yoredale limestones and Lower Millstone Grits, set partly into the 
hillside and below small quarries.  The lime would be carried downhill to the fields for liming or to the 
villages for building mortar.  

Bolton Castle, completed in 1399 and prominently positioned on the valley side, remains the best 
preserved medieval castle in the country.  

The stone bridges at Aysgarth, Coverham Abbey, Wensley, Ulshaw and Kilgram are important historic 
features of Wensleydale and have survived centuries of flooding.  Two of the pointed arches in 
Wensley Bridge may stem from the 14

th
 century. 

By the end of the 17
th
 century the majority of houses and farms were built using the local gritstone and 

limestone.  Gritstone was the best building stone; in areas where limestone was used for building 
gritstone was used for cornerstones and lintels.  Limestone rubble, used as a building stone was 
gathered from boulders amongst the glacial drift.  Older buildings and drystone walls were mixed with 
grit boulders and grit flags that give the variety of colour and texture evident today.  The sandstones 
and flags, which are freely available in Wensleydale, are very poorly developed in the southern dales, 
leading to significant differences in the detailed character of buildings in the different dales. 

  Land Cover 

Wensleydale supports a variety of habitats including a few small areas of broadleaved woodland, 
meadow and grasslands and a lake with associated wetlands.  Upper and Mid Wensleydale, Raydale, 
Bishopdale, Waldendale and Coverdale are included in the Pennine Dales Environmentally Sensitive 
Area. 

Semer Water, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), is an upland lime-rich lake, one of only two 
in the Yorkshire Dales.  The vegetation associated with the lake and its surrounding wetland 
demonstrates its gradual transition from open water to dry land.  Bogbean, yellow water lily, 
bottlesedge, bulrush and water horsetail are found along the shorelines.  There are areas of sedge, 
fen and reeds, and marshy meadowland with marsh marigold, ragged robin and water forget-me-knot.  
The lake is interesting for the large number of mayfly present; crayfish are also present in significant 
numbers.  In winter whooper swans from Iceland arrive. 

Woodlands are scattered throughout the dale, with Freeholders Wood SSSI at Aysgarth Falls on the 
north bank of the River Ure being of particular interest.  It is one of very few examples of hazel 
coppice in the Yorkshire Dales, containing a mixture of mature and more recently coppiced hazel.  
Other tree species include ash, rowan, bird cherry and holly with thickets of hawthorn and blackthorn.  
The coppicing regime has allowed the development of a diverse ground flora including primrose, 
bluebell, dog’s mercury, wood anemone, common, early and hairy dog violets.  The ancient wood 
indicator herb paris is also present.  Other areas of woodland include the beech woods at Mill Gill 
near Askrigg, those along the banks of the River Cover near Middleham and the wooded scars near 
West Burton.     

There are several important grasslands within Wensleydale.  The River Ure grasslands SSSI, near 
Thoralby, along with Wanlass Grasslands SSSI, located on the floodplain of the River Ure, are of 
special interest for the presence of burnt orchid, a nationally rare species that has declined 
significantly over the last few years.  Other SSSI’s include Swineley Meadows in Widdale; Pry and 
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Bottom Meadows at Mid-Mossdale; Askrigg Bottoms and Walden Meadows, which are among the 
best examples of traditionally managed hay meadows in the National Park.   
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  Wensleydale Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Upper Wensleydale National Park boundary to south 
east of Moorcock Inn 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Mid Wensleydale Mossdale Tunnel to west of 
Bainbridge 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) and a small 
area of Poorly Drained Lower 
Hills and Dales (UPA) 

Lower Wensleydale Bainbridge to National Park 
boundary 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Cotterdale North of Cotterdale to Cattle 
Grids 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Widdale Hazel House and West Field to 
junction at Lanacar Lane with 
B6255 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Sleddale South of Tongue Wood to south 
of Gayle 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Raydale Billinside Plantation to Gilledge 
Wood 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Bishopdale Dale Head to north of West 
Burton 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Waldendale South of Walden Head to south 
of Cote Bridge 

 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) and a small 
area of Poorly Drained Lower 
Hills and Dales (UPA) 

Coverdale South of West Bottom Lathe to 
National Park boundary 
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8.  Upper Wensleydale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Elevated, open and remote, broad u-shaped valley overlying Yoredales, forming the wilder, upper 
reaches of Wensleydale. 

 Gently graded valley sides to the north, becoming steeper and more enclosed further south. 

 Drumlins either side of the river give a hummocky appearance to the valley floor over the lower 
and middle reaches, becoming wider and flatter further towards the dale head. 

 River is shallow and fast-flowing with grassy, unvegetated banks. 

 Frequent winding gills, often wooded, on eastern dale side, give an undulating, indented 
appearance. 

 Large coniferous plantation at Lunds forms unsympathetic contrast to open character of valley. 

 Few farmsteads present, generally located on the lower eastern side of the valley. 

 Field sizes are medium along the valley floor becoming larger and more elongated higher up the 
valley sides, enclosed by crumbling walls with little evidence of repair. 

 The valley floor and lower valley sides are predominantly sheep grazed rough or improved 
pasture, often with a high proportion of sedges, and very occasional hay meadows on the valley 
floor and lower valley sides.  Sense of area slowly reverting back to moorland. 

 Settle to Carlisle railway is highly visible running from north to south along the lower western side 
of the valley. 

  Landscape Character 

Upper Wensleydale is an elevated, wild, very open and exposed broad u-shaped valley overlying 
rocks of the Yoredale series where the River Ure has its source.  It is defined by the National Park 
boundary to the north, the High Way footpath to the east, the Settle to Carlisle railway to the west and 
the Moorcock Inn to the south.  On the northern boundary it adjoins a character area defined by 
Cumbria County Council as type 13c Fells. The valley is contained at its head by the flat-topped 
presence of Wild Boar Fell beyond, which forms a dominant visual element within the dale.  At the 
dale head the valley sides are open and gently graded and the valley floor is wide; further south 
drumlins give a hummocky appearance to the valley floor and valley sides are more steeply graded 
giving a stronger sense of enclosure.   

There is a very strong moorland influence prevailing throughout the whole valley, with significant 
areas of moorland spilling over the valley sides reaching almost down to the river.  The overall effect 
is of a remote, upland farmed landscape, which is slowly reverting to moorland vegetation types.   

On the eastern side of the valley on Cotter Side limestone scars with associated boulders and scree 
are visible.  The gills have a distinctive winding form given emphasis by the trees that line them.  High 
up on the valley side there are shakeholes and a few caves present at the dale head, however, these 
are not obvious features.   

The fast flowing River Ure meanders across the valley floor often hidden from view by its grassy 
banks and the topographic form of the valley.   

The valley floor and lower valley sides are predominantly sheep grazed rough or improved pasture, 
often with a high proportion of sedges, and very occasional hay meadows on the valley floor and 
lower valley sides.  There is evidence of a previously strong wall pattern containing medium sized, 
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irregularly shaped fields, changing to large regularly shaped fields of more recent enclosure higher up 
the valley sides.  In many areas the walls are damaged and crumbling with no evidence of repairs and 
many of the fields have reverted back to moorland vegetation.  These factors, combined with the 
overall remote, moorland character of the dale, gives a slight sense of desolation.   

At Lunds a large dark coniferous woodland stretches from the road down to the river; it is an 
incongruous feature within the open landscape.  Elsewhere tree cover is limited a few scattered 
copses of predominantly sycamore and ash with some alder, willow and birch and areas of gorse.   

One road, the B6259, follows the dale, leading through the Eden Valley to Kirkby Stephen in the 
north, to Garsdale to the south west and following the River Ure to Appersett and Mid Wensleydale to 
the south east.  Farmsteads are reached by tracks leading off this road over the river.  The High Way, 
an old road used as a public footpath, runs from Mallerstang in the Eden Valley, along the eastern 
edge of Upper Wensleydale and joins the A684 just south of Cotterdale. 

The few settlements within the valley are mainly located on the eastern side of the river or adjacent to 
the B6259 close to the valley floor.  They are mainly farmsteads or single cottages constructed with 
local stone.  A few buildings have been painted white, a practice more commonly seen within the 
Cumbrian Dales. In the northern areas of the valley a red sandstone forms a component of the 
drystone walls whilst further south they are constructed with the thinner cut flagstones more typical of 
the Yoredale series.  There is little visual evidence of gentrification adding to the remote feel of the 
area. 

The Settle to Carlisle railway is a very dominant linear feature within Upper Wensleydale, occasionally 
less visible as it enters cuttings or passes through short tunnels in the valley side.  An ugly highly 
visible suburban style footbridge allows user of footpaths in this area to access the moorland to the 
west, detracting from the character of the valley. 

There is one caravan/campsite located behind the Moorcock Inn on the east side of the river.  At the 
time of survey this was not in use and therefore not obvious, however, during the height of the season 
it may become an intrusive feature due to its open position within the valley floor. 
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9.  Mid Wensleydale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad, open u-shaped glacial valley, overlying Great Scar limestone and with valley sides formed 
by rocks of the Yoredale series,  forming the middle reaches of Wensleydale. 

 Valley sides are unevenly stepped with sloping bands of outcropping rock.  Limestone scars are 
visually important focal points, highly visible due to lack of vegetation cover. 

 Glacial features such as drift tails and moraines form a rolling, undulating valley floor, which 
becomes flatter locally around Burtersett and Hawes. 

 River broad and gently meandering with a stony channel and low grassy banks, generally hidden 
by undulating landform. 

 Four tributary valleys forming distinctly separate characters areas (Widdale, Sleddale, Raydale 
and Cotterdale) and a fourth (Hardraw Beck) forming part of this character area.  Significant falls 
occur where some of these tributaries enter the main valley.  

 Smaller gills and waterfalls are present higher up the valley slopes but are not visually significant, 
being lost within the overall grand scale of the valley. 

 Sparse vegetation cover comprises of small mixed woodland blocks, scattered copses and trees 
in clumps across the valley floor, on top of hillocks and on the lower valley slopes.  Scrub and 
scree occur higher up valley sides.  Some areas open and exposed with very little vegetation. 

 Main settlement is market town of Hawes, tourist centre for the whole of Wensleydale.  Many 
other significant villages of typical linear form and numerous farmhouses of traditional 
construction in local stone with stone flagged roofs.  Evidence of modernisation and tourist 
pressures with many Bed and Breakfasts and holiday cottages. 

 Field pattern a strong visual feature defined by drystone walls in good condition, slightly diluted by 
undulating landform.  Around Hawes fields are small becoming larger higher up the valley sides.  
Barns located mainly on field boundaries are a strong visual element.   

 The majority of pastures are improved although hay meadows are well represented.    

  Landscape Character 

Mid Wensleydale is a broad, open unwooded u-shaped glacial valley, overlying Great Scar limestone 
and with valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, which is over 4kms across at its widest 
point just east of Hawes.  It reaches from its boundary with Upper Wensleydale at Mossdale Head to 
Bainbridge where it has a less well defined boundary with Lower Wensleydale.  To the north is 
Abbotside Common and Stags Fell and to the south, Mossdale Moor, Burtersett High Pasture and 
Yorburgh.  Views are extensive due to the openness of the valley; the flat topped conical form of 
Addlebrough dominate the skyline to the south.   

The valley floor is very broad with a rolling landscape of green fields and scattered clumps of trees.  
This part of the valley is important for unusual glacial features known as drift tails, mounds of glacial 
till narrowing to tails which point downstream.  They are responsible for the formation of Hardraw 
Force by the deflection of Fossdale Gill and Cotter Force by diversion of Cotterdale Beck.  At Brown 
Moor a terminal moraine crosses the valley floor at one time creating a dam across the river 
impounding a glacial lake, responsible for the flat floodplain around Hawes and Burtersett.  The knolls 
north east of Hawes create a distinctive hummocky landscape and combined with the small clumps of 
trees on top form an important feature of this area. 
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The valley sides are stepped unevenly in profile with sloping areas interspersed by bands of 
outcropping limestone rock.  High Clint and Low Clint, the largely unvegetated scars on the northern 
upper valley side, are important visual elements.  Scrubby vegetation and scattered trees occur until 
midway up the slopes leaving the crest of the valley open. Minor gills with their own waterfalls start 
high up on the valley sides, disappearing and reappearing a number of times; however these are 
generally not a strong visual feature when viewed from the valley.  

The River Ure is broad and meandering with a stony channel and low grassy banks with a few 
scattered trees.  It is not an obvious feature, often hidden by the undulating topography of the valley 
floor.  It has five main tributaries, Hardraw Beck, Cotterdale Beck, Widdale Beck, Gayle Beck and the 
River Bain, the valleys of the latter four forming the character areas Cotterdale, Widdale, Sleddale and 
Raydale. 

Sparse vegetation cover comprises of small mixed woodland blocks, scattered copses and trees in 
clumps across the valley floor, on top of hillocks and on the lower valley slopes.  Scrub and scree 
occur higher up valley sides.  Some areas are open and exposed with very little vegetation. 

The field pattern is a strong element picked out by stone walls in generally good condition across the 
valley.  Barns are a relatively strong element generally being situated on the field boundaries.  Around 
Hawes the fields are small in size, creating a more intimate feel, becoming larger and more irregular 
higher up the valley sides and elsewhere in Mid Wensleydale.  The majority of pastures are improved 
although hay meadows are well represented within this part of the dale.  

There is one major road through the valley, the A684 which links from west to east, Appersett, Hawes 
and Bainbridge on the south side of the River Ure.  To the north of the river there is a linear minor 
road partway up the valley side linking Hardraw and Sedbusk eventually with Askrigg to the east.  
Cam High Road, an old Roman road, joins the Roman fort at Bainbridge with Ingleton crossing the 
south east corner of Mid Wensleydale to cross the top of Wether Fell. 

The Pennine Way crosses Mid Wensleydale from the lower reaches of Sleddale through Hawes to 
Hardraw continuing northwards up towards Great Shunner Fell.  There are also many other footpaths 
that traverse the valley sides following the level terraces, and others that cross the valley floor to climb 
the slopes and connect with the moorland tops beyond.  The Yoredale Way, which links York to 
Kirkby Stephen, generally follows the River Ure through Mid Wensleydale.  A dismantled railway has 
been partly given over to recreational usage as a footpath.  The striking viaduct at Appersett crosses 
Widdale Beck and the associated riverside trees. 

Hawes is the main settlement in Mid Wensleydale and the main town and tourist centre for the whole 
of Wensleydale.  It has a National Park Visitor Centre, Dales Countryside Museum, and the 
Wensleydale Cheese Centre and many shops, guesthouses pubs and teashops.  Other important 
villages are Hardraw, which, although small, receives a lot of visitors to its waterfall; Appersett; Gayle; 
Sedbusk and Burtersett.  All of these are traditionally built with local stone and stone flagged roofs 
and generally follow the linear form typical of Wensleydale.  There is evidence of modernisation and 
tourist pressures with many holiday cottages and Bed and Breakfast establishments.  The farmhouses 
scattered throughout the valley tend to be longhouses of traditional construction. 

Detractors in Mid Wensleydale include the few large agricultural sheds and many disused quarries 
located high up on the valley slopes.  There are five caravan/camp sites generally located fairly close 
to the River Ure on sites that are visible from the main A684 road, which may become intrusive during 
busy periods. 
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10.  Lower Wensleydale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Very broad, large scale, open u-shaped glacial valley, overlying Great Scar limestone and with 
valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, forming the lower reaches of Wensleydale. 

 Distinctive stepped valley side profile.  Horizontal banded stepped outcrops of rocks combined 
with strips of woodland and screes are a strong visual feature on both sides of the valley.   

 Hummocky valley floor with moraines and drumlins give small-scale local enclosure within the 
valley. 

 Wide, gently meandering river, dropping significantly in height east of Aysgarth, with platformed 
waterfalls forming focal points along its course.  Generally wooded and relatively hidden from 
view within the wider context of the valley.   

 Two significant tributary valleys with their own distinctive characters (Bishopdale and 
Waldendale).  The many smaller tributary gills become insignificant within the overall scale of the 
valley.  

 Extensive vegetation generally concentrated on lower valley side slopes and valley floor.  Copses 
and scattered trees on top of hillocks, trees associated with the river, and strong horizontal bands 
of woodland associated with limestone scars mid-way up the valley sides. 

 Strong parkland character at eastern end of the dale with roadside trees a feature of this area. 

 Several major villages with distinctive, linear form, constructed from local stone with stone flag 
roofs.  Evidence of infill with modern styles, rendering and gentrification. 

 Strong tourism element with provision of Bed and Breakfast establishments, teashops, holiday 
cottages and car/coach parks. 

 Field pattern screened by rolling landform and vegetation varies considerably; generally smaller 
fields adjacent to settlements becoming larger and more irregular higher up the valley sides  

 Field boundaries formed by a mixture of drystone walls and hedgerows and some post and wire 
fence infill.  Generally screened by landform and vegetation, mostly improved pasture with large 
areas of hay meadows. 

 Major tourist/historical attractions at Aysgarth Falls and Bolton Castle.  Many other historical sites 
of interest within the area. 

 Distant views of moorland tops to either side of the valley but not a strong influence due to grand 
scale of immediate river valley. 

  Landscape Character 

Lower Wensleydale is a very broad, open, u-shaped valley overlying Great Scar limestone and with 
valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series.  At its broadest point it is over 4kms wide, briefly 
narrowing down to 2kms just west of Aysgarth.  It has a flat wide floodplain and valley floor, and a 
distinctive stepped profile to the valley sides.  Far reaching views are available from within the valley 
of the bare, open hilltops and moorland. 

The valley is orientated from east to west with the character area boundary extending from Bainbridge 
in the west, where it merges with Mid Wensleydale, up to the edges of Askrigg Common and 
Carperby Moor to the north, to the National Park boundary in the east and to Thornton Rust Moor and 
West Witton Moor to the south.   
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The River Ure follows a sinuous course, crossing a number of spectacular and nationally renowned 
waterfalls at Aysgarth, High, Middle and Lower Force and at Force Scar further downstream.  The 
river has well wooded banks that obscure it from view but whose meandering lines mark its presence 
within the valley floor.  There are three main tributaries: the River Bain, Bishopdale Beck and Walden 
Beck, whose tributary valleys form the character areas Raydale, Bishopdale and Waldendale. 

Apart from its sheer size and scale, the distinctive features of Lower Wensleydale include the smooth 
stepped valley side profiles and scars that run in pale coloured, horizontal bands along the dale sides.  
The scars are particularly pronounced from Askrigg and Bainbridge in the west to Aysgarth in the 
east, along both sides of the valley.  Associated with these scars are bands of trees or woodland 
which help to emphasise their presence, the green leaves in summer contrasting with the pale grey 
limestone outcrops.  The moorland tops are visible but views are distant due to the large scale of the 
valley.   

North of Aysgarth the valley side vegetation character changes to scattered clumps of hawthorn and 
more scrubby bands of trees.  The moorland tops are more visible here and slanted bands of 
outcropping rock are a feature of the valley side above large areas of scree. 

There are many gills present up on the valley sides but these are small and become lost amongst the 
larger scale bands of limestone, which form more dominant horizontal elements within the dale. 

The valley floor has a distinctive hummocky landform resulting from glacial deposition including valley 
floor moraines and drumlins.  Small copses frequently mark the tops of the hillocks while larger blocks 
of woodland occur on the valley floor.  Areas adjacent to Wanlass Park and Swinithwaite have a very 
strong parkland character, with large parkland trees close to the main road.  Species include horse 
chestnut, oak and sycamore.  

The field pattern is not a dominant element within Lower Wensleydale, becoming lost within the 
characteristic rolling landform and extensive vegetation cover.  However, where the pattern is visible it 
is apparent that field sizes vary considerably, with the smaller fields generally being adjacent to 
settlements and larger ones higher up the valley sides.  They also vary in shape from regular to 
irregular but are generally elongated up the valley slopes.  Boundaries are defined by a mixture of 
hedgerows and stone walls, in varying condition, and timber fences replacing walls in disrepair.  Most 
of the fields comprise improved pasture with large areas of flower-rich meadows concentrated on the 
valley floor around West Witton and in the upper dale.  Strip lynchets feature locally on the valley 
sides. 

The A684 runs through the valley, generally following the river, and linking the settlements of 
Bainbridge, Aysgarth and West Witton on the south side of the River Ure.  North of the river is a minor 
road which links Askrigg, Carperby and Redmire and runs along the top of Nappa Scar.  South of the 
A684 a further minor road runs along the top of Thornton Scar through the village of Thornton Rust.  
The line of the dismantled railway is visible just above the flood plan to the north.  

There are numerous footpaths within the valley, including the Yoredale Way long distance footpath 
linking York with Kirkby Stephen and generally following the course of the River Ure.  Other footpaths 
follow the linear, essentially level, horizontal scars that traverse the valley sides and allow good views 
across the valley.  Other paths cross the valley floor and climb the valley sides to the moors beyond. 

The main villages within Lower Wensleydale are Bainbridge, Askrigg, Aysgarth, Carperby and West 
Witton.  They all have a very traditional linear form being constructed with local stone with stone flag 
roofs.  However, there is some evidence of infill with modern housing styles, rendering and 
modernisation that detract from their traditional character.  Castle Bolton, situated in a prominent 
position on the northern valley side, is a landmark feature of the lower dale.  Tourist pressures are 
very evident with many teashops, Bed and Breakfast establishments, holiday cottages, and large car 
parks present.  Other minor detractors include large farm sheds and overhead electricity lines.   
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11.  Cotterdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Small, hidden and remote forked u-shaped valley overlying rocks of the Yoredale series, forming  
a northern tributary of Mid Wensleydale, dominated by adjacent moorland character. 

 Narrow and steep-sided with an open flat valley floor, strongly contained by vegetation and 
topography and entirely enclosed by surrounding moorland which spills over onto valley sides. 

 Shallow, stony, fast-flowing meandering beck, often walled, with grassy banks interrupted 
occasionally by clumps of trees.  

 Limestone scars are a feature of the eastern valley crest; other smaller areas of exposed rock 
occur on the eastern valley sides.  

 Two large coniferous plantations enclosing the northern valley sides are alien to the character of 
the dale but add to the strong sense of containment. 

 Scattered tree cover, mainly associated with the beck and Cotterdale hamlet, interrupts the open 
valley floor and contrasts with the open and largely featureless south western valley slopes. 

 Strong moorland influence, enhanced by distant views to the north of adjacent moor tops and 
moorland vegetation spilling over the valley sides often down to the valley floor. 

 Cotterdale hamlet, located on the river banks at the head of the valley is unspoilt and traditional, 
constructed from local stone. 

 The field pattern is almost entirely lost on the valley sides.  On the valley floor, walls, constructed 
with local limestone, are largely intact.  Fields here are small to medium sized and of a regular 
pattern enclosing a mixture of improved and rough pasture with sedges.  

 The few barns are an important visual feature due to the very open nature of the valley floor.  

  Landscape Character 

Cotterdale is a forked u-shaped tributary valley of the River Ure, drained by West Gill and East Gill, 
which become Cotterdale Beck below Cotterdale hamlet and which in turn joins the River Ure at 
Holme Head Bridge in Mid Wensleydale.  It is a small, hidden dale, relatively narrow and steep sided, 
with a flat valley floor overlying rocks of the Yoredale series.  Its strong sense of containment is 
enhanced by two large blocks of coniferous woodland to either side of the dale head.  It is orientated 
in a north west to south east direction.  

A very strong moorland influence prevails throughout the valley, with moorland vegetation spilling 
over the valley sides often down to the valley floor.  High up on the eastern crest of the valley is a 
rocky outcrop known as Bends Clints, visible as a pale grey band on the horizon.  Scattered areas of 
outcropping rock occur elsewhere on the eastern valley side. 

The flat river floodplain, in sharp contrast to the steep valley sides, would appear to have been formed 
by a post glacial lake held back by the higher ground formed by glacial deposition at the mouth of the 
valley.  The valley floor is mainly grazed by sheep comprising a mixture of improved and rough 
pasture with areas of sedges and a very few hay meadows.   

Cotterdale Beck is shallow and fast-flowing with grassy banks interrupted by occasional clumps of 
trees and a stony bed often enclosed by drystone walls.   

The field pattern has been almost entirely lost on the valley sides where walls are crumbling into 
decay.  In contrast, on the valley floor, walls, constructed in local limestone, are largely intact. Fields 
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here are small to medium sized and of a regular pattern.  The few barns that are present on the valley 
floor are an important visual feature due to the very open nature of the valley floor.  

Cotterdale hamlet is a very small, traditional, unspoilt linear settlement strung out along the open 
banks of East Gill and comprising a few cottages and farmsteads.  Although there are one or two 
holiday cottages and a Bed and Breakfast guesthouse there are few visual signs of gentrification or 
modernisation, giving the hamlet a sense of timelessness.  East Gill, flowing over stones and boulders 
alongside the houses, contributes significantly to the character of the hamlet.   

The valley is nestled in isolation within the surrounding moorland with distant views of moorland to the 
north framed by the two coniferous plantations on either side of the valley.  The only road which 
enters the valley from the south is the very minor road that ends at Cotterdale hamlet. 

There are a few footpaths that traverse the valley sides crossing the shallow rivers at various points 
without the need for footbridges.  Two footpaths starting on the valley floor climb up the eastern valley 
side to link eventually with the Pennine Way approximately 1km to the east. 

Detractors are limited to the areas of coniferous woodland on the upper valley sides and occasional 
areas of post and wire fencing.  
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12.  Widdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Small, shallow-sloped u-shaped tributary valley of Mid Wensleydale with undulating valley floor, 
joined by significant tributary valley drained by Snaizeholme Beck, overlying rocks of the Yoredale 
series. 

 Quiet, small and elevated dale with little sense of enclosure, strongly influenced by adjacent areas 
of moorland.  

 Becks often hidden within the steeply incised or undulating valley floor, marked by occasional 
trees lining the riverbanks.  Many gills, well defined to the east by their associated trees and 
woodland. 

 Large coniferous plantations contain the head of the Widdale and its tributary valley have a 
negative, dominating presence. 

 Trees line the riverbanks and a few planted blocks of mixed woodland occur within the dale.   

 The dale is quiet and little trafficked.  Settlement limited to scattered traditional farmsteads; little 
evidence of tourist pressures.   

 Undulating topography dilutes the visual impact of drystone walls and field patterns.  Field sizes 
are medium to large and irregular enclosing mainly improved pasture, hay meadows being almost 
completely absent from the dale. 

  Landscape Character 

Widdale is a u-shaped valley, overlying rocks of the Yoredale series, situated to the south west of Mid 
Wensleydale at the foot of Widdale Fell.  At Snaizeholme Bridge it is joined by the tributary valley 
drained by Snaizeholme Beck.  Widdale Beck joins the River Ure at Appersett within Mid 
Wensleydale.  

Although small and narrow by comparison to other dales, a sense of breadth is conveyed by the 
broad shallow valley sides, although the valley floor is very narrow in places with the beck steeply 
incised and hidden from view especially in its lower reaches.  In its upper reaches the valley floor is 
hummocky and both rivers meander through the undulating topography with the result that they are 
often hidden from view, marked only by a line of trees.  A line of shakeholes lines the valley side 
within the lower part of the dale.   

The valley is elevated and strongly influenced by the adjacent areas of moorland.  Moorland 
vegetation extends over the crest of the valley almost down to the valley floor in parts.  The dale has 
little sense of enclosure except at the head of Widdale and its tributary valley where several large 
coniferous plantations form strong visual limits to the southern boundaries of the character area.   

Trees line the riverbanks and a few planted blocks of mixed woodland occur within the dale 
particularly at Widdale Foot and on Widdale Side; species include ash, rowan, sycamore and alder.  A 
significant area of planted woodland surrounds the piggery close to Widdale Bridge.  The gills on the 
eastern valley side are also marked by lines of trees and woodland.  The gills on the western valley 
side are much more open with the exception of Widdale Foot, which is very well wooded. 

Field patterns are not a dominant feature within Widdale, their impact diluted by the undulating valley 
floor topography.  Field sizes are medium to large and irregular enclosing mainly improved pasture, 
hay meadows being almost completely absent from the dale.  Walls are mainly intact although 
crumbling in places, however, there is evidence of wall repairs being carried out.  
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Settlements within the valley are limited to scattered traditional farmsteads which tend to be sited on 
the lower east facing valley sides or on the riversides.  There is little evidence of provision for tourists 
or holiday makers.   

The dale is quiet and little trafficked.  There is one main road running through the valley, the relatively 
broad B6255, an old turnpike road running from Hawes to Ribblehead approximately 11km further 
south west.  Farmsteads are served by access tracks off the main road.  The tributary valley is served 
by a dead end minor road running along the upper eastern valley side.  Two attractive stone bridges, 
Widdale Bridge and Snaizeholme Bridge, provide points of interest within the valley.    
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13.  Sleddale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad elevated open and relatively shallow-sided u-shaped glacial tributary valley of Mid 
Wensleydale, overlying rocks of the Yoredale series. 

 Narrow flat valley floor with gently undulating lower valley slopes, the valley form a key visual 
feature due to open character.   

 Strongly influenced by the moorland which surrounds the dale. 

 Meandering, shallow, stony beck notched into the valley floor and therefore only visible from 
higher up the valley sides.  Many unwooded gills, particularly on the eastern side of the valley. 

 Almost entirely unwooded with the exception of a few isolated woodland blocks.  

 Very few buildings located within the valley.  Two farmsteads are a focal point at the head of the 
valley; in the lower dale farmsteads are slightly more frequent and field barns are a prominent 
feature of the open, lower valley sides.   

 A regular pattern of large stone walled enclosures contain mainly rough pasture in the upper dale 
and areas reverting to moorland vegetation.  In the lower dale much of the valley floor and lower 
slopes are given over to improved pasture, there being very few hay meadows.   

 Parallel lines of walls sweep down the valley sides forming mainly rectangular fields, the pattern 
reinforcing the shallow, broad, open feel of the valley.   

 Detractors, including remnants of mining industry, agricultural sheds and electricity poles highly 
visible within open landscape.    

  Landscape Character  

Sleddale is a broad, relatively shallow-sided u-shaped tributary valley of Wensleydale drained by 
Gayle Beck, which joins the River Ure just north of Hawes.  It is underlain by rocks of the Yoredale 
series.  The valley is open and almost entirely unwooded and strongly influenced by the moorland 
which surrounds the dale.  Areas of moorland vegetation creep down the valley sides; this appears to 
be a marginal agricultural area which is slowly reverting back to moorland.  

Aligned from north east to south west, the dale is contained at its southern end by the moorland below 
Dodd Fell and to the east and west by Wether Fell Side and Rottenstone Hill.  The northern limits of 
the character area boundary lie just south of Gayle where it merges into Mid Wensleydale.   

The valley floor is narrow and flat and the lower side slopes gently undulating.  The river, Gayle Beck, 
has no obvious presence and is only apparent from higher up the valley sides as it is notched into the 
valley floor, particularly in its lower reaches where it is also fringed by trees.  It forms a gently 
meandering, shallow, stony channel with rough grass banks.  In its lower reaches Gayle Beck crosses 
Aysgill Force, hidden by the steep valley sides in this location.   

There are a very few small woodland blocks scattered along the valley sides and along Gayle Beck in 
its lower reaches; the many gills on both sides of the valley are unwooded.   

A regular pattern of large stone walled enclosures contain mainly rough pasture in the upper dale with 
large areas of sedges and areas reverting to moorland vegetation.  In the lower dale much of the 
valley floor and lower slopes are given over to improved pasture, there being very few hay meadows.  
Parallel lines of walls sweep down the valley sides forming mainly rectangular fields, the pattern 
reinforcing the shallow, broad, open feel of the valley.  Some of the walls are crumbling; in places post 
and wire fencing runs along the wall tops reducing their visual appeal.   
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The dale is served by a minor lane, Beggarmans Lane, which runs from Gayle along the contours of 
the eastern valley side in the lower dale, rising up the valley side at the dale head to join the Roman 
road, the Cam High Road. 

There are very few buildings within the valley; two farmsteads (Duerley Farm and Duerley Bottom) are 
a focal point of the dale head, where an agricultural shed and electricity poles stand out within the 
open landscape.  In the lower dale farmsteads are slightly more frequent and field barns are a 
prominent feature of the open, lower valley sides, whilst the upper eastern valley sides are marked by 
a number of small disused quarries.  At the head of the valley small mounds of spoil are all that 
remains of former small scale coal workings (Storth Colliery), clearly visible on the open valley sides.   
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14.  Raydale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad, flat-bottomed u-shaped tributary valley of Mid Wensleydale overlying Great Scar limestone 
and with valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series and containing a large lake of glacial 
origin. 

 Wide, flat valley floor with distinctive stepped profile to the valley sides, enclosed and separated 
from Wensleydale by the ridge of higher land to the north of Countesett, dominated by the view of 
Addlebrough to the north. 

 Bands of scree, evident at the valley crest, combine with terraces and areas of woodland  to form 
distinctive horizontal lines traversing the valley slopes. 

 The valley has a wooded character, being distinctive for the scattered tree clumps and 
overmature hedgerow trees that form strong parallel lines across the valley floor.  Most of the tree 
cover is associated with the rivers with a significant area of woodland scrub adjacent to Semer 
Water.  Large coniferous plantation forms a dark, visual stop at the head of the valley. 

 Valley side gills are evident from the valley floor by the tree cover that serves to highlight their 
location and form.   

 Strong pattern of walls and hedgerows, walls following the horizontal form of the terraces or 
crossing the slope at right angles giving emphasis to the stepped topography.   

 Field sizes vary from small to medium on the valley floor, the smallest fields concentrated around 
settlements, to the large regular pattern of the enclosure period high up on the valley side, a 
pattern which extends onto the moorland beyond. 

 Significant areas of flower-rich hay meadows around Semer Water, elsewhere pastures are 
mainly improved.  

 Stone field barns an important visual feature. 

 Traditional unspoilt nucleated hamlets on lower valley side locations.   

 Recreational pressures associated with lake do not significantly detract although associated car 
parking areas and camp site have a visual impact.   

 Semer Water combines with extensive vegetation cover to create a self-contained dale of tranquil, 
secluded character.   

  Landscape Character 

Raydale is a broad, flat-bottomed u-shaped tributary valley which enters Wensleydale from the south.  
It is underlain by Great Scar limestone and the valley sides are formed by rocks of the Yoredale 
series. The dale is unique in that it contains Semer Water, one of the largest natural lakes of glacial 
origin in Yorkshire, retained by a terminal moraine of boulder clay that forms a natural dam in the 
lower reaches of the valley.  It is characterised by a broad, flat valley floor with gently sloping terraced 
valley sides. 

The character area extends high up both valley sides and the adjoining moorland exerts only a very 
minor influence.  At the dale head the influence of the moors is stronger and moorland vegetation 
spills over the tops and partway down the valley slopes.  At the northern end of Raydale, just north of 
Countersett, a ridge extends from Wether Fell to the west to form a natural division between Raydale 
and Mid Wensleydale.  To the east the valley gently steps up to Cragdale Moor, Thoralby Common 
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and Addlebrough.  To the south, the large coniferous plantation south of Raydale House forms a very 
dominant visual stop to the head of the valley.  

The whole of Raydale is dominated visually by the view to Addlebrough to the north east, with its 
pronounced platform top and sharply sloping face.  Views back into Wensleydale are restricted by the 
landform that serves to contain Raydale so well.  The tarn, Semer Water, reinforces the sense of a 
secluded and tranquil ‘oasis’ set within the surrounding moors that can be seen at the crest of the 
valley.    

Just below the hamlet of Stalling Busk, three becks converge, namely Marsett Beck, Raydale Beck 
and Cragdale Water, to become Crooks Beck which in turn flows into Semer Water. From Semer 
Water emerges the River Bain which joins the River Ure just north of Bainbridge.  Each of the becks is 
fairly wide and gently meandering but are of secondary importance to Semer Water in terms of visual 
interest and contribution to the overall character of the valley. 

The valley sides have the distinctive stepped profile associated with the Yoredale series of terraces 
interspersed by gentler slopes.  Areas of scree are a feature of the upper western valley side.  Valley 
side gills are evident from the valley floor by the tree cover that serves to highlight their location and 
form.  Numerous waterfalls occur, particularly on the eastern valley side, but are mostly hidden by the 
vegetation that lines the gills.  Near the head of the valley, one of the gills has been planted with trees 
to mimic the naturally occurring vegetation pattern.   

The valley has a wooded character, being distinctive for the scattered tree clumps and overmature 
hedgerow trees that form strong parallel lines across the valley floor.  Most of the tree cover is 
associated with the rivers with a significant area of woodland scrub adjacent to Semer Water.  Marsett 
Lane is lined with mature trees for much of its length.  On the valley sides, wooded gills cross the line 
of the slope; elsewhere tree cover tends to follow the line of the contours.  Dominant species 
throughout the valley include sycamore, ash and hawthorn with some oak and willow. 

The stone wall pattern is influenced by valley side topography.  Walls follow the horizontal form of the 
terraces or cross the slope at right angles giving emphasis to the stepped topography.  The condition 
of the walls within the dale is a mixture of both intact and crumbling.  At the time of survey wall repairs 
were being carried out, although where sections of wall had completely disappeared post and wire 
fences had replaced them.  Field sizes vary from small to medium on the valley floor, the smallest 
fields concentrated around settlements, to the large regular pattern of the enclosure period high up on 
the valley side, a pattern which extends onto the moorland beyond.  There are significant areas of 
flower-rich hay meadows around Semer Water, elsewhere pastures are mainly improved. 

Stone barns are an important visual feature, which appear particularly prominent when viewed up the 
valley towards Raydale Plantation at its head.  Viewed from the opposite direction they are frequently 
screened by trees and old hedgerow lines. 

Raydale is well served by two minor roads leading into the valley from Wensleydale, although they 
both terminate within the valley reinforcing its sense of seclusion.  There are a few footpaths, several 
leading up the western valley side to link with Cam High Road, the old Roman Road that crosses 
Wether Fell from Bainbridge.  The footpaths on the eastern side of the valley are more concentrated 
around Semer Water and the hamlet of Stalling Busk. 

There are three main settlements within Raydale, the hamlets of Countersett, Marsett and Stalling 
Busk.  All three settlements are very traditional and unspoilt, inward facing and with little outward 
evidence of gentrification or tourist pressures. 

Semer Water is the most dominant visual element of the valley.  It is an important tourist attraction; 
recreational activities include windsurfing, speed boating/water-skiing and fishing.  A car park caters 
for tourists and a small caravan park located at Carr End Farm, adjacent to the road and in an 
exposed position above the lake, has the potential to be visually intrusive. Other detractors include 
overhead electricity lines.  
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15.  Bishopdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Long, fairly narrow and deep low-lying u-shaped tributary valley of Lower Wensleydale overlying 
Great Scar limestone and with valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series.   

 Steeply sloping valley sides in lower dale becoming shallower and more open in character 
towards the dale head where there is a narrow valley floor. 

 Small amount of outcropping rock mainly located at the head of the valley. 

 Beck has many tributary streams meeting midway along the dale to form Bishopdale Beck.  
Meandering with a stony channel and well screened by associated vegetation, the beck is not an 
obvious feature of the dale. 

 Frequent parallel springs and gills occur high up the valley sides particularly to the south east, 
marked by the lines of trees and woodland.  

 Extensive scattered woodland blocks, groups of trees and hedgerows form strong linear pattern 
across valley floor reaching mid-way up valley sides. 

 Strong, parkland character to the valley floor around Ribba Hall and the Rookery.  

 Settlements are scattered and elongated with traditional, unspoilt local stone buildings, located at 
the lower end of the valley. 

 Hedgerows and trees rather than stone walls define many of the field boundaries.  Large fields, 
square-shaped, enclosed by crumbling walls and hedgerows, extend along the valley floor and 
part-way up the valley sides where they gradually become larger in size. 

 Pastures are mainly improved although there is a concentration of hay meadows in the upper dale 
and south of West Burton. 

  Landscape Character 

Bishopdale is a long deep low-lying u-shaped glacial tributary valley of Lower Wensleydale, overlying 
Great Scar limestone and with valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, orientated north 
east to south west.   

The character area boundary extends northward to protrude into Lower Wensleydale almost as far as 
Aysgarth.  It is bounded on the south east by a ridge extending from Naughtberry Hill between 
Bishopdale and nearby Waldendale.  Thoralby Haw and Thoralby Common form the north western 
boundary.  At the south western end of the dale the B6160 to Cray in Wharfedale climbs up out of the 
valley, up Kidstones Bank adjacent to Kidstones Fell and the character area boundary concludes at 
Dale Head/Bishopdale Head where the land cover is predominantly moorland vegetation. 

The dale has steeply sloping valley sides that become shallower and more open halfway along the 
valley towards the dale head with a narrow valley floor.  There is a small amount of exposed, 
outcropping rock midway up the south eastern valley side in the Woods Plantation area, and 
distinctive narrow banded wooded scars occur opposite on the lower western valley side.  High Scar 
is evident at the crest of the valley on the opposite side. 

Bishopdale Beck is very meandering and formed by the meeting of several tributary streams about 
halfway along the dale, including Kidstones Beck, arising at Bishopdale Head.  The beck has a stony 
channel and is well screened by adjacent vegetation and is not an obvious feature of the valley.  
Frequent parallel springs and gills occur high up the valley sides particularly to the south east, marked 
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by the lines of trees and woodland.  The valley floor is particularly flat in the middle reaches of 
Bishopdale and is prone to extensive flooding, particularly in Winter.  

Scattered woodland, mixed and deciduous plantations and groups of trees contribute to the well treed 
appearance of the valley floor and lower to mid valley sides.  Hedgerows and trees rather than stone 
walls define the majority of the field boundaries.  There is evidence of old hedgerow banks along 
Bishopdale Lane.  The lines of trees that cross the valley floor and creep up the valley sides form a 
strong linear pattern and are a distinctive element of the valley’s character.  Around Ribba Hall and 
the Rookery there is a strong, parkland character to the valley floor. 

Field sizes are generally large and square-shaped with noticeable gaps in the wall and hedgerow 
boundaries.  Many crumbling walls in need of repair have been replaced by hedgerows.  Walls and 
barns do not feature prominently in this area as where they occur they are frequently screened by the 
abundant hedgerows and trees.  Pastures are mainly improved although there is a concentration of 
hay meadows in the upper dale and south of West Burton.  Limited areas of rough pasture is evident 
at the valley crest where the moorland vegetation is more prevalent. 

Bishopdale has one main road; the B6160, which cuts through the valley in a straight line providing 
the main access for the farmsteads situated on the lower valley sides.  There are three settlements in 
the lower dale: Thoralby, West Burton and Newbiggin, each scattered villages with traditional, unspoilt 
buildings.  West Burton is situated around a large village green, which was formerly used for fairs, and 
features a stepped stone spire erected in 1820.  There is limited evidence of lynchets, the result of 
medieval arable farming, on hillsides nearby. 

Near Newbiggin there is a caravan/camp site that is very well screened by adjacent vegetation.  Other 
minor detractors include electricity poles and overhead lines; however, these are easily absorbed 
within the well-treed valley landscape. 
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16.  Waldendale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Narrow fluvial v-shaped valley, overlying Great Scar limestone and with valley sides formed by 
rocks of the Yoredale series, which widens out to a u-shaped profile towards the head of the dale.   

 Gently undulating, stepped valley sides extending down to the river until over halfway along the 
dale where valley floor widens out. 

 Stepped bands of outcropping rock and associated scree forms part of the valley slope terraces.  
Dove Scar is a dominant focal point. 

 River is not visible at first due to topography but becomes an important feature where valley floor 
widens, with visible stony, shallow channel, stony beaches and low grassy banks.  Areas of dry 
riverbed present towards the head of the dale.   

 Many tributary gills giving a folded appearance to the valley side although not easily discernible 
due to very little associated tree cover. 

 Visually prominent, large coniferous plantation situated at the northern end of the dale high up on 
the valley side contrasts with other clumps of broad-leaved woodland situated mainly adjacent to 
the river and on lower valley slopes. 

 Scattered farmhouses and cottages in long house or laithe style, mainly situated adjacent to the 
road, or river, on the lower valley slopes, or valley floor.  Some evidence of modernisation and 
conversion to holiday cottages. 

 Drystone walls form a strong pattern particularly where v-shape profile is more pronounced, 
forming significant parallel lines down the slopes petering out where the valley widens towards the 
dale head.  Occasional scattered barns mainly built into walls or on field boundaries. 

 Predominantly improved pasture with a small concentration of hay meadows in the upper dale.  
Moorland vegetation visible only at crest of valley and more predominantly at the head of the dale. 

 Agricultural sheds are major visual detractors situated halfway up valley slope in visually 
prominent positions. 

 Long distance views of elements within Wensleydale are a positive feature, framed by 
characteristic stepped landform to the north east. 

  Landscape Character 

Waldendale is a long and narrow dale with a curved form, overlying Great Scar limestone and with 
valley sides formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, orientated north to south west.  Waldendale 
differs from the other tributary valleys of Wensleydale in that it is a v-shaped valley shaped by fluvial 
processes rather than glacial action.   

The character area is defined by the ridged landform to the south of West Burton at the northern end.  
To the east lie Harland Hill, Denmans Hill and Brownhaw with Coverdale beyond.  To the west is 
Naughtberry Hill positioned between Waldendale and Bishopdale.  At the head of the valley is Walden 
Moor. 

The dale has steeply shelving valley sides with pronounced terraces midway up the valley sides 
including stepped bands of outcropping rock and scree, particularly noticeable at the dale head and 
on the eastern valley side at Dove Scar and Scar Folds.  The numerous swallowholes and 
shakeholes that occur on the valley sides are not discernable from within the valley floor.  At the head 
of the dale the valley bottom widens into a narrow flat valley floor.  There are significant long distance 
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views from the lower reaches of Waldendale to Castle Bolton and adjoining areas of Lower 
Wensleydale.  The stepped outline of Height of Hazely to the north east serves to frame the views out 
of the lower end of this valley. 

The dale is drained by Walden Beck, which has its source on Walden Moor.  The beck is gently 
meandering, with stones and boulders in the channel, stony beaches and grassy banks.  The beck is 
barely visible from the valley sides at the northern end of the dale due to the steep v-shape 
topography of the valley, but becomes a more important feature at the dale head where the valley 
floor widens out.  Near the head of the valley the riverbed is dry in places.  Gills are an infrequent 
feature of the lower dale becoming more prevalent in the upper valley where they are open and 
unwooded giving the valley sides a folded appearance. 

There is one large coniferous plantation at Burton Pasture on the upper western valley side within the 
lower dale which is a dark, prominent visual feature.  Other woodland clumps are broad-leaved and 
associated with the river and scars on the upper valley sides.  Scattered trees and hedgerow 
remnants occur along the field boundaries; species include ash, hawthorn and rose.  

There is a small concentration of hay meadows in the upper dale; elsewhere the valley bottom and 
western valley sides are mainly improved pasture while rough pasture is prevalent on the upper 
eastern valley side.  Moorland influences are strong at the head of the dale where moorland 
vegetation spills over the valley sides and Waldendale gradually blends into Walden Moor beyond.   

Stone walls form a strong pattern of parallel lines running down the steep valley sides, particularly 
where the valley v-shape is most pronounced.  Wall condition is quite good.  At the head of the valley 
post and wire fencing is run along the tops of walls to help contain stock.  Occasional barns, sited 
mainly on field boundaries or built into the walls, are not a dominant visual element. 

A straight minor road runs along the western valley side from West Burton into Waldendale, 
terminating at Walden Head.  A second minor road branches off this road to the south of West Burton 
and runs along the eastern valley side to Nell Bank.   

Settlements within Waldendale are limited to scattered farmsteads (often longhouses) and cottages 
situated adjacent to the road, or river, or a short way down an access track.  The dale has limited 
evidence of property modernisation and gentrification and a few holiday cottages.  

The agricultural sheds situated half way up the eastern valley side at Whiterow Farm detract from the 
valley character.  Electricity poles are generally well contained within the steeply graded landform and 
are not a significant detractor.  
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17.  Coverdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Long, sinuous u-shaped glacial valley overlying Great Scar limestone and with valley sides 
formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, forming a large tributary valley of Lower Wensleydale. 

 Enclosed, narrow profile with steeply sloping sides at the head of the dale widening out to a broad 
profile, with gently undulating landform in the lower reaches. 

 Frequent steep wooded parallel gills are a very marked feature particularly at the dale head 
reducing in steepness towards the lower reaches of the valley. 

 River gently meanders with stony channel, stony beaches and low banks with side terraces.  
Extensive tree cover adjacent to the river. 

 Green and well treed, tree cover being mostly associated with the river, valley side gills and field 
boundaries.  Tree cover tends to be concentrated on the valley floor and extends up the valley 
sides in a marked linear pattern following gills or field boundaries and petering out at the top of 
the valley side to leave the crest of the valley bare.   

 Field boundaries, enclosing mostly improved pasture picked out by trees; drystone walls are 
present but not a marked feature as they are often hidden by tree cover.  Hedgerows and post 
and wire fences become more frequent in the lower dale.  

 The lower end of the valley has a strong parkland character. 

 Populous valley with a number of traditionally constructed linear villages, hamlets and scattered 
farmhouses, concentrated in the lower dale.  

 Three main settlements situated in the centre of the dale partway up the valley slopes on either 
side of the river, all traditional, constructed with local stone with evidence of modernisation and 
conversion to holiday homes.  Numerous other hamlets and farmhouses situated close to the 
valley floor on both sides of the river. 

 Strong contrast between soft wooded green character of the dale and the bare open expanses of 
the adjacent moorland.  Dale becomes increasingly open and wild with elevation.  

 Several sites of historical interest within the valley. 

  Landscape Character 

Coverdale is a long sinuous u-shaped valley overlying Great Scar limestone and with valley sides 
formed by rocks of the Yoredale series, orientated south west to north east, and the largest of 
Wensleydale’s tributary valleys.  At the head of the dale the valley is wilder and enclosed with a more 
v-shaped profile which broadens significantly in its lower reaches where it blends into the grand, wide 
open, softer landscape of Lower Wensleydale.  At the head of the valley the narrow valley floor and 
steep valley sides contribute to a strong sense of enclosure.  From Carlton northwards the landscape 
becomes more open with a gentle, rolling topography and very gently stepped valley sides.  To the 
east land rises to West Scrafton Moor and Little Whernside; to the west to Carlton Moor/Harland Hill 
and Woodale Moor.   

A major feature of the valley sides are the numerous and distinctive parallel gills, marked by parallel 
lines of tree cover, many of which contain hidden waterfalls, which are a particularly strong 
characteristic of the dale head.   
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The River Cover is gently meandering with a stony channel, stony beaches and low banks with side 
terraces.  A tributary stream, Turn Beck, has its own minor valley culminating at Fleensop.  The River 
Cover joins the River Ure further downstream at Ulshaw, which is beyond the National Park boundary.   

Coverdale is very green and well treed, tree cover being mostly associated with the river, valley side 
gills and field boundaries.  There is a striking contrast between the lush green well wooded character 
and open character of the adjacent moorlands . Tree cover tends to be concentrated on the valley 
floor and extends up the valley sides in a marked linear pattern following gills or field boundaries and 
petering out at the top of the valley side to leave the crest of the valley bare.  Species include 
sycamore, ash, hawthorn, oak, holly, rose and elder.   

The field boundaries are picked out by trees rather than by walls.  Although walls are present they are 
not a strong component of the dale character and are made up of mixed stone types.  Barns are 
present but are often hidden amongst trees.  At the northern end of the dale near Melmerby the wall 
pattern has almost disappeared, being replaced by a mixture of post and wire fences and hedgerows.  
From Coverham towards the Braithwaite Hall area high roadside hedgerows become a feature.  
Around this area, and also around Hindlethwaite Hall and Coverham Abbey, there is a strong 
parkland character to the landscape.  Strip lynchets are a feature of the steeper riverside areas, for 
example below West Scrafton.  

Farmland is mostly improved pasture with a few flower rich hay meadows in the valley bottom and on 
the lower valley sides.  At Carlton there is a small area of arable farmland. 

There are a number of minor roads entering the lower dale from Wensleydale.  In the upper dale a 
single minor road links to Horsehouse and Woodale, leaving Coverdale at the dale head to cross the 
moors to Kettlewell in Wharfedale.   

Coverdale is the most populous of Wensleydale’s tributaries.  There are three main villages: Carlton, 
West Scrafton and Melmerby, which are all situated in the mid to lower reaches of the dale.  They are 
all traditional villages built with local stone, although some buildings have been affected by 
modernisation and extension.  Holiday cottages are also evident.  There are numerous hamlets and 
farmhouses scattered throughout the valley adjacent to the roads or river on the valley floor or on the 
lower to mid valley sides.  Agricultural sheds and overhead electricity poles detract from landscape 
character, particularly at the more open dale head.   

Within lower Coverdale a number of sites of historic interest including a Round Hill Motte at Carlton 
and Coverham Abbey.  The National Trust owns the land around Braithwaite Hall.  The Forbidden 
Corner, a folly near Coverham attracts visitors and a certain amount of traffic in the lower dale and is 
visible as a terraced garden from the opposite valley side.  
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The Craven Dales  

  Physical Influences 

Craven, one of the few remaining Celtic names within the dales, is derived from ‘land of the crags’. 

The landscape of the Craven Dales, together with the Three Peaks of Whernside, Pen-y-ghent and 
Ingleborough, is dominated by the influence of limestone, and includes some of the best examples of 
this type of scenery within the Yorkshire Dales National Park and within the United Kingdom as a 
whole. 

The Three Peaks are composed of a succession of rocks that lie in almost level layers.  Virtually all of 
the rocks (with the exception of some outcrops of the Ingletonian series in the Ingleton Glens and 
Silurian rocks in areas of Crummackdale and Ribblesdale) are of the Carboniferous age, 360-290 
million years old. 

The Great Scar limestone dominates the scenery around Ingleton and Settle, attaining a thickness of 
over 200m.  The Yoredale series lies above the Great Scar limestone, with a total thickness of some 
300m, and comprises bands of limestone along with layers of shale and sandstone in a repeating 
succession.  Because the various layers have different degrees of resistance to erosion the slopes 
are stepped, as for example on the sides of Pen-y-ghent.  Above the Yoredale series lies Millstone 
Grit, which is represented by small impervious dark caps on the principal hills. 

Thin seams of coal occur within the shale of the Yoredale series.  Coal has been extracted on the 
summit of Fountains Fell, and a number of small collieries and one large colliery were worked in the 
Ingleton area. 

The presence of faultlines creates dramatic variations in the scenery.  At Buckhaw Brow near Settle, 
on the line of the South Craven Fault, there is a striking contrast between limestone and gritstone 
scenery.  The change in geology is also reflected in the composition of the drystone walls across the 
faultline. 

The landscape was shaped by the Ice Ages.  Ice covered the whole of the Dales, shaped the valleys 
into their current u-shaped form and lined the valley sides and bottoms with boulder clay.  Glacial 
features of special interest include the Norber Erratics, to the north of Austwick, where boulders of 
Silurian slate broken by ice from Crummackdale were deposited on the limestone at a higher 
elevation.  Some boulders retarded the process of erosion of the limestone below and now sit on 
small limestone plinths.  North Ribblesdale, to the south of Gearstones, has a notable drumlin field.  
Glacial retreat moraines occur, for example within Kingsdale, where the moraine impounded 
meltwater to form a temporary lake which is evidenced by the very flat valley floor within this dale and 
the shallow but steep banks at what would have been the lake’s margins. 

Limestone pavements are a particularly well-developed feature within the Craven Dales and their 
surrounding uplands, examples occurring in many areas including on the side of Ingleborough.  
Further conspicuous surface features include the funnel-like depressions known as shakeholes, 
swallowholes or sinks, which are particularly well marked on the Ingleton side of the Ribblehead 
Viaduct. 

In addition to the above ground landscape, an extensive underground landscape of cave systems 
exists in the Great Scar limestone.  Water, sinking into the ground within the Great Scar limestone, re-
emerges above the impervious slate layer below.  Some caves are accessed by large open shafts, 
such as those at Gaping Gill and Alum Pot.  At Gaping Gill, Fell Beck plunges 103m into the shaft, 
creating one of the highest waterfalls in the UK. 

The principal rivers of the Craven Dales include the River Ribble, flowing north to south from the head 
of Ribblesdale, where Gayle and Cam Beck join just below Selside, falling over Catrigg Force at 
Stainforth, to the edge of the National Park at Langcliffe and from there flowing south into Lancashire.  
Kingsdale Beck, which rises just above Kingsdale Head and which becomes the River Twiss, and the 
River Doe, which rises at the head of Chapel-le-Dale both flow in a south westerly direction, meeting 
at Ingleton close to the National Park boundary to form the River Greta, a tributary of the River Lune.  
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The course of the latter two rivers is marked by a number of spectacular waterfalls, including Thornton 
Force, Pecca Falls, Beezley Falls and Snow Falls. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences  

Limestone, with its light covering of woodland, supported hunter-gatherers and early farming.  
Evidence of Mesolithic and Iron Age man has been found at Victoria Cave at Langcliffe, at Trow Gill 
above Clapham and at Kinsey Cave on Giggleswick Scar. 

The Mesolithic period (8000-2500 BC) saw the beginnings of more permanent settlement and early 
woodland clearance, although the Neolithic period (3000-1500 BC) marked the beginnings of farming.  
Bronze Age settlement (2000-600 BC) was not extensive in the Craven district.   

The Iron Age (Brigante) settlement occurred in 750 BC, much later than in many other parts of the 
country.  The Brigantes came under pressure from the Romans who arrived in the region in the first 
century AD, and controlled movement within the dales through a system of forts and roads, one of 
which extended between Bainbridge and the head of Ribblesdale and traversed Chapel-le-Dale 
towards a fort at Barrow by the Lune.  The hill fort at Ingleborough is thought to be of Brigantine 
origin, and included a 915m long wall of 4m thickness enclosing an area of 6 hectares. 

Good examples of early Iron Age enclosures and numerous huts are visible in Crummackdale. 

The lower dales were settled by Angles and later by Danes.  The last major period of settlement came 
in the 10

th
 century with the arrival of the Norse Vikings, who spread themselves out thinly at the dale 

heads and who had a strong influence on language, being responsible for many of the topographic 
names currently used in the dales including fell, dale, beck, clint, gill, rigg, moss, scar and tarn.  The 
name Kingsdale means ‘Valley of the Vikings.’ 

Following the Norman Conquest, much of the land was rendered ‘waste’ and certain dale heads 
(excluding Ribblehead) were set aside for hunting by the nobility.  Some upland areas were in due 
course granted to the monasteries.  Fountains, Furness, Jervaulx, Sawley and Bylands Abbeys had 
territorial interests in High Craven.  The Cistercians were noted for keeping sheep; sheep kept on 
Fountains Fell by the monks of Fountains Abbey were driven to the monastic grange at Kilnsey in 
Wharfedale for washing and clipping.  The wool was then transported to Fountains, from where some 
of the wool was exported to the continent. 

Within Ribblesdale, virtually all land was in the control of the monasteries.  Furness owned all of the 
southern slopes of Ingleborough including Selside, and much of the head of the valley east of the 
Ribble to the watershed; Jervaulx had been given the manor at Horton and bred horses at Studfold, 
near Helwith Bridge; the property of Fountains lay along the eastern boundary and part of the lower 
dale belonged to Sawley.  It was a partition fraught with difficulty and a source of dispute.  Virtually all 
the villages and hamlets belonged at least in part to the abbeys and many of the farmhouses such as 
Colt Park, Nether Lodge, Ingman Lodge, Cam Houses and Newby Hall near Clapham stand on the 
site of monastic granges.   

A need for more farmland in the Middle Ages led to further cultivation of the hillsides creating strip 
lynchets.  The majority of parliamentary enclosures were carried out between 1760 and 1830.  Fields 
were improved by the spreading of lime, burnt in the kilns before spreading over the fields.  The kilns 
tended to be built near limestone outcrops and within carting distances of supplies of coal from the 
Yoredale seams. 

Industrial development in the 18
th
 century took the form of cotton mills using waterpower.  High Mill at 

Langcliffe is one of the few remaining Arkwright Mills.   

Superimposed on the erratic lines of prehistoric footpaths, the first proper roads, built to last, were 
made by the Romans.  The road between Bainbridge and Ingleton was the major Roman road in the 
area and is still recognisable in places by its straight lines.  Rising from Bainbridge to Dodd Fell as a 
green track (known as the Cam High Road), from Sleddale Head it crosses to Cam Houses and 
Gearstones and to Ingleton beneath Twisleton Scars. 
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Packhorse traffic created some of its own routes when it developed as a commercial freight service.  
The routes took bold high lines over the fells.  The Craven Way climbs out of Dentdale to a high level 
route over the bleak northern slopes of Whernside before linking the line of farms down from Ellerbeck 
at the head of Chapel-le-Dale.  At Kirby Gate it traversed the length of Scales Moor and from there to 
Ingleton.  The whole route remains a right of way.  Long Lane is part of a similar route from Clapham 
to Selside.  Gearstones was a major centre on the western drove, by which Scottish cattle were driven 
south, with a weekly market until 1870. 

Increasing numbers of carts, wagons and coaches demanded better road surfaces and easier 
gradients.  In response the turnpikes were built as toll roads for wheeled traffic.  The main turnpike 
within the National Park was from Richmond to Lancaster, authorised by Parliament in 1751.  It 
provided a major route through Wensleydale and then followed the Roman road from Bainbridge to 
Ingleton via Chapel-le-Dale. 

The road through Kingsdale to Deepdale was built in 1952 as an experimental route over wet ground, 
using cold emulsion instead of tar to bind together the stone. 

Today, the Craven Dales are each accessible from the A65 Trunk road, which runs along the 
southern and south western fringes of the National Park and which links the towns of West Yorkshire 
with the Lake District.  This road has been subject to a number of improvements in recent years 
including the bypass at Settle, and other improvements are planned. 

With the arrival of the railway, first the ‘Little’ North Western Railway northwards from Skipton in 1847 
and subsequently the Settle-Carlisle line in 1876 (which used the Ribble and Eden valleys connecting 
the two over the high Pennines via the sweeping lines of the famous viaduct at Ribblehead), came the 
large scale development of quarrying for Great Scar limestone at Horton in Ribblesdale, at 
Ribblehead and at Giggleswick.  Early commercial limekilns include those at Ingleton and Craven 
Quarry, Langcliffe. 

The quarries at Horton are extensive and lime is sent throughout the north of England, for chemical 
purposes and road building, creating a traffic of heavy lorries passing through settlements and a 
covering of dust.  Further quarries of Ingletonian rock for road building occur at Skirwith near Ingleton 
and quarries of Silurian rock for building occur at Dry Rigg, Arco Wood and Helwith Bridge in 
Ribblesdale. 

Pastoral farming of sheep (Swaledale and Dalesbred) and cattle is the dominant activity that shapes 
the present day landscape.  Milk production is now absent from most of the dale head farms and 
sucklers (cross bred beef cattle with calves at foot) are the rule.  In the lower dales Fresians are used 
for milk production. 

Mass tourism, which began in Victorian times with the coming of the railway, forms a key part of the 
present day economy and is centred upon Settle and Ingleton.  The Craven Dales are well placed for 
tourism, being easily accessible from the West Yorkshire conurbation and towns of Lancashire via the 
A65, A56 and A682. 

Ingleton is a centre for outdoor activities, particularly walking and caving, and attractions for the visitor 
include the Waterfalls Walk and White Scar Cave within Chapel-le-Dale.  Settle, with its market, 
antique shops, cafes and pubs, is an important services centre for both locals and visitors and a 
starting point for trips on the Settle to Carlisle railway.  There is a National Park Centre at Clapham.  
Horton in Ribblesdale also sees a number of visitors, as it is the starting point for the Three Peaks 
Walk.  Camping and caravanning sites are found at Langcliffe, Stainforth and Horton within 
Ribblesdale   

The Craven Dales have been the source of inspiration for artists.  Weathercote Cave and its waterfall 
in Chapel-le-Dale inspired the artist J M W Turner’s painting of 1808. 

  Buildings and Settlement 

Settlement character is influenced by the underlying geology, which in the Craven Dales provides a 
number of sources of rock that are used in building. 



  80 

In the Ingleton Glens of Kingsdale and Chapel-le-Dale, the Ingletonian rocks are so moved and folded 
that they stand near vertically and are exposed beneath the limestone in a succession of bands of grit 
and slate more than a mile long.   Quarrying of these materials occurs in the Glens, at the lower end 
of Baxengill Gorge and in Twisleton Glen.  The slates have been used in the Ingleton area, over a 
large part of the south west dales and in adjacent parts of Lancashire.  A large quarry of the same 
type of slate also occurs as a hole in the floor of the Ribblesdale limestone quarry. 

Silurian rocks, also of great importance for building, are seen in the valleys of Crummackdale (above 
Austwick) and in Ribblesdale (below Horton).  The Silurian rocks have four subdivisions: some shales; 
the Austwick grits; the Horton flags and the Studfold sandstone, all of which, with the exception of 
shales, have been quarried for building stone in what comprises one of the most quarried areas of the 
Yorkshire Dales.  The rocks cross the valleys beneath the limestone, but are revealed where erosion 
removes the limestone. 

The Studfold sandstone lies in a wide area to the east of the Ribble making the high, hummocky 
ground around Studfold just above Helwith Bridge.  The sandstone is quarried here and is also 
exposed in many outcrops. 

The largest quarries in Horton flags were those at Helwith Bridge, and in the 17
th
, 18

th
 and 19

th
 

centuries these flags were widely used in Ribblesdale and were carried over into Littondale and 
spread west and south west over a wide part of the Craven and Lancashire border country.  The 
thicker flags were used for building stone while the thinner flags were used to make shelves, floors 
etc.  Horton flags can also be seen in gateposts and in some of the older clapper bridges. 

In Ribblesdale, the Studfold sandstone and some of the Horton flags have been widely used creating 
houses of contrasting character from those of flaggy sandstone.  There is much irregularity in the 
splitting of the stones and great skill has been exercised in their use.  In many buildings, limestone 
rubble is used in random coursing, with throughs of Horton flags holding them. 

At Settle and Ingleton, the Millstone Grit is made available by the presence of the Craven Fault. 

The main settlements of the Craven dales are concentrated along the south western perimeter of the 
National Park.  Ingleton and Settle straddle its boundaries.   

Chapel-le-Dale, which takes its name from the small church at the dale head, contains only the small 
hamlet by the same name and scattered farmhouses of Norse origin, while Kingsdale is almost 
unsettled, with only two farmhouses.   

Ingleton, perched high on the hillside alongside the deep valley of the River Greta, is dominated by 
the church and railway viaduct that crosses the ravine.  It has been developed for tourism since the 
coming of the railway in 1849 and cafes, shops, pubs, hotels and B&Bs abound.  Parts are affected 
by insensitive building and modern housing estates occur on the outskirts.  In the past it has been 
partially industrialised, coal having been worked for centuries and wool, cotton and lime burning being 
other important industries.   

Horton in Ribblesdale straggles along the road within the valley bottom, situated near bridges of the 
River Ribble and Brants Gill Beck.  Horton, with its station situated on the hillside, is strongly 
influenced by the presence of the railway and the quarries on Moughton to the east, traditional 
farmhouses mingling with industrial style Victorian terraces of the railway era and more modern 
development built for quarry workers.  Other important settlements in Ribblesdale include Langcliffe, 
Helwith Bridge, Studfold, Stainforth and Selside.   

Settle, a settlement of Anglian origin on the National Park boundary within lower Ribblesdale, has 
been a market town since its charter was granted in 1249.  It lies on the fringe of the Craven hills at 
the foot of the limestone crag of Castlebergh and at a bridging point of the River Ribble.  The 
presence of the railway and the consequent industrial development of cotton mills, a paper mill and a 
lime mill have left their mark and the town has extended to include housing estates on the fringes.  
Giggleswick, a settlement of Norse origin in a valley site, lies nearby Settle and in the past provided 
the parish church for both settlements until a church was built in Settle in 1838; it is now the setting for 
a public school. 
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  Land Cover 

The short springy limestone pastureland, grazed by sheep, supports a great variety of flowering 
plants.  Good examples of this type of grassland can be found at Seato Pastures, Chapel-le-Dale 
where flushes and seepages support species rich vegetation. 

Scattered hay meadows occur within Ribblesdale and infrequently within Chapel-le-Dale, but are not 
of sufficient quality to receive designation, with the exception of one example close to Ribblehead.  
There are no hay meadows within Kingsdale, but Upper Ribblesdale was added into the Pennine 
Dales Environmentally Sensitive Area in 1997. 

Limestone pavement is particularly well represented within the upland surrounding the Craven Dales, 
eg on Ingleborough side and on Scales Moor between Chapel-le-Dale and Kingsdale. 

Areas of juniper occur, clinging to limestone cliffs and forming areas of scrub on limestone 
pavements, eg on Giggleswick Scar and at Moughton. 

A number of areas of ancient woodland survive within the Craven dales, particularly in association 
with scars and gorges.  Most of these areas tend to be relatively small in size, with concentrations in 
the lower dales.  The most extensive example is the area of ancient wood pasture in a mosaic with 
limestone pavement, marsh and grass communities that occurs at Oxenburgh Wood, Crummackdale.  
Areas of ancient woodland in association with limestone scars include the woodland below 
Giggleswick and Common Scars, comprising ash, wych elm and occasional sessile oak.   

Unusual subalpine ash woodland, of a type once common in the Craven area but now confined to a 
few locations, occurs on the steep sides of Ling Gill in Ribblesdale.  The woodland is dominated by 
ash and wych elm, with downy birch, bird cherry, rowan, aspen, hawthorn and hazel. 

Fine examples of ancient gorge woodland occur at Thornton and Twisleton Glens, below Chapel-le-
Dale.  Thornton Glen to the west is cut into carboniferous limestone while Twisleton Glen is underlain 
by Silurian slate, and the difference in the underlying geology is reflected in woodland composition.  
Thornton Glen is principally ash with an understorey of hazel; wych elm is frequent by the riverside 
and yew grows on cliffs and scars.  On the acidic soils overlying slate oak-birch woodland is well 
developed. 

The glens also include the best exposures in Britain of Ingletonian rocks.  At Thornton Force the 
Carboniferous limestone can be seen resting upon the Ingletonian, a classic example of geological 
unconformity.  Other sites of geological/geomorphological interest include Meal Bank Quarry near 
Ingleton, Giggleswick Scar and Foredale in Lower Ribblesdale. 
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  The Craven Dales Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Kingsdale From dale head south west to 
Raven Ray 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Upper Chapel-le-Dale From dale head south west to 
God’s Bridge, south of Chapel-
le-Dale hamlet  

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Lower Chapel-le-Dale South west from God’s Bridge, 
south of Chapel-le-Dale hamlet, 
to Beezleys  

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Ingleton Glens South west from Beezleys and 
Raven Ray to National Park 
boundary north of Ingleton  

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Upper Ribblesdale From Blea Moor Road south 
east to north of Horton in 
Ribblesdale   

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Mid Ribblesdale North of Horton in Ribblesdale 
south to north of Stainforth 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Lower Ribblesdale  North of Stainforth south to 
National Park boundary  

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Crummackdale Austwick Beck Head and east 
of Lower Bark House to north of 
Austwick  
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18.  Kingsdale  

  Key Characteristics  

 Small enclosed and secluded limestone dale, steeply incised from surrounding limestone upland 
areas, enclosed at its lower end by glacial moraine. 

 Steep valley sides, patterned by outcropping banded rock scars (more pronounced on the 
western valley side) dotted with trees and with screes and boulders below contrast with simplicity 
of the very flat valley floor. 

 Open shallow beck, often dry, marked by large stones and boulders that make up its bed, joined 
by few streams. 

 Expansive, smooth grassy flanks and summit of Whernside dominate views at the dale head. 

 Dramatic potholes and caves are a feature of the valley side but seldom visible. 

 A lonely dale, very sparsely settled and with a minor walled and gated little trafficked road running 
along its length. 

 Valley floor crossed by straight limestone walls forming a striking pattern of large rectangular 
fields, cut for silage.  In upper dale walls change to Yoredale sandstones or give way to post and 
wire fencing and rushes add texture to the flat valley floor.  Walled enclosures extend up dale 
sides, crossing scars. 

 Valley floor is open with very limited tree and woodland cover, trees forming accent features 
where they occur.  An area of ancient woodland occurs at Braida Garth; small dark plantation 
woodlands are sited round gills at dale head. 

 Wooden and post and wire fences, small modern bridges spanning the beck, farm sheds and 
electric wires are minor detractors. 

  Landscape Character 

Kingsdale is a small hidden limestone dale, steeply incised from surrounding limestone upland areas, 
enclosed at its lower, south eastern end by the raised landform of a glacial moraine and strongly 
influenced by the form of the dominating scars on the lower western valley sides.  There is a marked 
contrast between the steep valley sides strongly patterned by a complex series of outcropping rock 
scars and the simple very flat valley floor, formed when the moraine at the foot of the dale held back 
glacial meltwater to form a shallow glacial lake.  The form of the lake is clearly visible in the present 
landscape, its steep banks forming a well-defined line along the lower valley sides. 

Kingsdale Beck is open and shallow and follows a very straight course for much of its length, first on 
the eastern side of the flat valley floor, crossing to the western side and crossing back to the eastern 
side close to the raised landform of the moraine, through which the beck cuts a steeply incised, 
winding course before falling over a number of dramatic waterfalls including the 14m Thornton Force 
within the adjacent Ingleton Glens character area.  Kingsdale Beck runs virtually dry for much of the 
year, and is visible by the line of large stones and small boulders that form the bed of the beck.  In 
places the beck has undercut the valley sides creating low eroded banks where minor land slippages 
have occurred.   

Few streams join the beck with the exception of the winding Gaze Gill and Buck Beck, which join 
Kingsdale Beck from the eastern valley side and Cluntering Gill and Backstone Gill, which join from 
the western valley side, close to the dale head.  A number of other gills start their descent at high 
elevations on the adjacent fells only to disappear below ground before the top of the steep dale sides.  
A dramatic example of such disappearance occurs at Yordas Cave, where Yordas Gill can be seen 
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plunging into the cave through its roof.  Springs also occur at the foot of the slope within the lower 
dale and flow into the beck. 

To the east of the dale, the land rises via a series of minor scars to the ridge of West Fell and from 
there to the summit of Whernside, which dominates views to the east at the dale head.  To the west, 
the pronounced steep white banded scars of Keld Head, Greenlaids and Shout Scars are overlooked 
by the steep slopes of Gragareth.  Below the scars scattered rocks and scree occur.  The southern 
end of the dale is dominated by the grassy hump of Raven Ray, the glacial moraine, which almost 
blocks the mouth of the dale and limits views in this direction. 

The western scars contain a number of dramatic potholes, including Jingling Pot, a vertical shaft 43m 
deep, Rowton Pot, a sheer drop of 65m and Marble Steps Pot, which drops 60m.  Although 
sometimes marked by a ring of trees, these potholes are not readily apparent from the valley floor.  
Beside the road in the valley bottom is the cave of Keld Head, visible as a shallow pool. 

The valley bottom is crossed by a pattern of straight limestone walls forming large, rectangular fields 
of the enclosure period.  From an elevated perspective, walls appear widely spaced and do not 
present a strong or dominant pattern; however, looking down the valley from a low elevation the 
repeating pattern of walls cutting straight across the floor of the lower valley is striking.  Within the 
upper dale, walls have been replaced by post and wire fences and roadside wall material changes 
from limestone to Yoredales.  The pattern of straight enclosures also extends straight up the valley 
sides and cross all apparent obstacles, including the valley side scars, to create a pattern of very 
large enclosures within adjacent moorland. 

The fields in the lower dale are of improved pasture cut for silage; hay meadows are completely 
absent from the dale.  In the upper dale, valley bottom fields become less intensively farmed and less 
well drained, evidenced by the presence of rushes adding texture to the flat valley floor.  Rough 
grassland and areas of bracken occur on the valley side. 

Although a minor, narrow and very straight road from Thornton in Lonsdale to Dentdale passes 
through the dale on its western side (forming part of the Yorkshire Dales Cycleway), it is little 
trafficked and gated at its northern end, which adds to the peaceful, lonely qualities of the dale.  
Moving through the dale, the road is traced by the bright white limestone walls which enclose it and 
which accentuate the rhythm of the gently undulating lines as the road passes over small rises and 
falls in the contours.  Just above Raven Ray at the foot of the dale a walled green lane (Twisleton 
Lane) with wide grass verges crosses the valley at right angles to Twisleton Hall at the head of the 
Ingleton Glens.   

The lonely qualities of the dale are compounded by the almost complete absence of settlement, the 
only buildings being at Braida Garth Farm in the centre of the dale and at Kingsdale Head Farm 
(including one recently renovated cottage) at the dale head. 

Woodland and tree cover are very limited within the open dale, however woodland and trees, where 
they occur, serve as accent features against the simple form of the dale and are key to its visual 
qualities. Braida Garth Wood, an ancient woodland on the central mid valley sides is very important in 
this respect, and a single sycamore tree on the valley floor in the same area is a focal point in a valley 
floor almost totally devoid of vertical features.  Some new planting has been undertaken at Braida 
Garth.  Small areas of dark plantation woodland also occur around the steep sided gills at the dale 
head, including Yordas Wood, Gill Wood and the woodland on Buck Beck, each of which contain a 
high proportion of conifers.  A single pine tree stands out at Kingsdale Head.  Tree cover, including 
sycamore, ash, thorn and rowan dot the valley side scars. 

Moving towards the dale head, the dominance of scars diminishes and gives way to expansive 
featureless smooth and grassy moorland slopes rising to adjacent moor tops.  Close to the dale head 
on the flanks of Whernside an ancient burial place marked by a mound of stones, known as the Apron 
Full of Stones, can be seen from the road.  At the dale head, views to the farm at Kingsdale Head and 
to the summit of Whernside draw the eye. 

Views of the beck are marred in part by the wooden fences spanning the beck to act as traps for 
debris brought down the beck, and by a recent replacement steel bridge adjacent to the traditional 
double arch stone bridge to Braida Garth Farm.  Similar flat bridges of modern construction appear 
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elsewhere.  Other detractors to the dale include the agricultural sheds at Braida Garth Farm and the 
line of electricity poles that run up the dale. 
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19.  Upper Chapel-le-Dale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad u-shaped dale over limestone, complexity added by undulations, small ridges and hillocks 
within valley floor; dale narrows to a v-shape enclosed by limestone scars above Chapel-le-Dale 
hamlet. 

 Broad, gently farmed slopes on northern valley side, southern valley side has obvious scars and a 
moorland character. 

 Winding beck rarely visible and disappears below ground leaving a narrow dry valley.  Waterfalls 
occur within beck and tributaries. 

 Shakeholes, potholes and caves create interest and variation. 

 Regular pattern of stone walls enclosing mainly improved pasture extends across the area and 
onto moorland; a more irregular pattern around hamlets. 

 Well treed, particularly around Chapel-le-Dale hamlet; open groups of trees line valley sides and 
mark scars.  Trees also on roadside, by beck, on field boundaries and within fields.  A distinctive 
line of trees links a series of hamlets along former packhorse route on northern valley side. 

 Large regular conifer block in centre of dale detracts. 

 Settlements include hamlets, scattered farms and remains of ancient settlements. 

 Views to Ingleborough and Whernside dominate particularly from more open dale head.  The 
Ribblehead Viaduct is a dramatic feature of the dale head. 

  Landscape Character 

Upper Chapel-le-Dale, extending north east from God’s Bridge (below the hamlet of Chapel-le-Dale) 
towards the viaduct at Ribblehead, overlies limestone and as a result is distinctly different in character 
from the lower part of the dale.  Above God’s Bridge the dale narrows as the limestone scars 
enclosing the dale draw together and the roads running either side of the valley in the lower dale 
converge at the hamlet of Chapel-le-Dale where the valley becomes v-shaped over a short distance.  
Above Chapel-le-Dale, the dale broadens out and becomes more open as the scars on the lower 
northern valley sides are replaced by broad, gently farmed slopes, while the southern valley side 
retains its scars and a moorland character extends towards the valley bottom.  The dale head is 
enclosed by the impressive Ribblehead Viaduct. 

The valley, although a broad u-shape, has no clear form and complexity is added by the undulations, 
small ridges and hillocks within the valley floor.  The valley floor drops sharply just north of Chapel-le-
Dale hamlet, and the valley sides steepen over this section to become more v-shaped. 

Winterburn Beck, which drains the upper dale, follows a winding course within the valley bottom, 
although rarely visible except at close quarters.  The beck disappears below ground at Haws Gill, 
leaving a narrow dry valley as far as Chapel-le-Dale.  Just below this hamlet, the beck re-emerges as 
Chapel Beck.  Falls occur on Winterburn Beck and within the minor tributaries that join it, a number of 
which also follow courses underground for part of their length. 

A regular pattern of limestone walls extends across the area and up onto the moorland sides.  
Smaller, older and more irregular field patterns occur around the hamlets of Ivescar, Bruntscar, 
Ellerbeck and Chapel-le-Dale.  Hay meadows have almost disappeared from the dale. 

Features of limestone scenery including shakeholes, potholes and caves occur in the area and create 
local interest and variation. 
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The dale is well treed (ash, sycamore and hawthorn being the principal species), particularly in the 
vicinity of Chapel-le-Dale where tree planting has occurred in association with Weathercote House.  
Trees surround the hamlet and open groups of trees, undergrazed by sheep, line the valley sides and 
mark the scars.  Trees also occur along the roadside, on field boundaries, along the beck and as 
scattered specimens within fields.   

The lines of trees which links the hamlets of Ellerbeck, Bruntscar, Broadrake and Ivescar along the 
former packhorse route over Whernside is a distinctive feature within the upper part of the dale, a 
large regular block of conifer planting on West Moss in the central part of the dale detracts. 

Settlement within the upper dale comprises the small hamlet of Chapel-le-Dale, with its chapel and 
inn, strongly influenced by the presence of Weathercote House, and the unusual line of hamlets 
previously mentioned together with scattered farms mainly constructed in limestone with stone slate 
roofs.  The area also contains the remains of a number of ancient settlements. 

To the north of Chapel-le-Dale, the B6255 road continues up the valley crossing onto the open 
moorland to the south from where there are extensive views across the dale and to Whernside.  Minor 
dead end lanes provide access to the properties within the valley.  Towards the dale head the 
landscape becomes more open and the influences of moorland and the summits of Whernside and 
Ingleborough dominate.  The Ribblehead Viaduct cuts across the dale head limiting distant views in 
this direction from the valley floor. 
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20.  Lower Chapel-le-Dale 

  Key Characteristics  

 Open straight and relatively featureless u-shaped valley underlain by Ingletonian rocks, deeply 
incised between the looming summits of Ingleborough and Whernside that lend grandeur to the 
dale. 

 Prominent outcropping stepped limestone scars and screes line the valley sides. 

 Lower dale falls away into Ingleton Glens allowing distant views to lowlands beyond. 

 Meandering river rarely visible and often below ground is marked by occasional spotty tree cover. 

 The straight lines of valley are emphasised by the pattern of regular straight limestone walls 
enclosing improved pasture and by the parallel straight roads on each side of the valley. 

 Tree cover sparse with occasional trees on field boundaries, on the river’s edge or by farmsteads. 

 Sparsely settled by a few houses and scattered farms. 

 Detractors, including the prominent disused quarry, B road traffic and the buildings at White Scar 
Caves have a significant influence due to the open nature of the landscape. 

  Landscape Character 

The lower part of Chapel-le-Dale, extending from God’s Bridge in the central part of the dale to the 
Beezleys (marking the edge of the Ingleton Glens character area) in the lower dale is an open, 
straight and relatively featureless u-shaped valley deeply incised between the looming steep upland 
ridges and summits of Ingleborough to the south and Whernside to the north which, together with the 
outcropping bands of limestone on the valley sides, lend a sense of grandeur to the dale.  The lower 
dale falls away rapidly into the Ingleton Glens giving a sense of space and openness and allowing 
distant views towards the lowlands beyond. 

Unlike the upper part of the dale, which is underlain by limestone, the lower dale is underlain by rocks 
of the Ingletonian series, the change in geology being visible in the landscape as a change between 
the well-treed character of the limestone areas to the stark open quality of the Ingletonian areas.   

The Ingletonian rocks, a greenish grey slate of the Precambrian period, are exposed below the 
natural limestone bridge known as God’s Bridge.  However, while these exposed rocks give local 
variation, it is the dominating stepped limestone scars and screes of the upper valley sides that 
influence the valley character, together with the limestone that can be seen in the light pattern of walls 
and occasional buildings of the dale. 

The River Doe meanders across the valley bottom, disappearing and re-appearing beneath its bed, 
rarely visible as a feature within the landscape and marked only very occasionally by spotty tree 
cover.  Its shallow course is crossed by stepping stones at a number of points.  The spring line is at a 
low elevation, approximately along the road line along the lower valley sides, and as a result these 
minor watercourses are not visible as valley side features. 

Superimposed upon this landscape is the pattern of straight walls of the enclosure period enclosing 
generally medium to large fields of improved pasture.  These walls extend up and across near vertical 
scars.  The walls serve to emphasise the straight lines of the valley sides which are given further 
emphasis by the straight roads which run either side of the valley; to the east, the B6255 road and to 
the west the Roman road, now a minor road that is unwalled to one side over much of its length.  The 
small areas of irregularity in the field pattern at the lower end of the dale provide welcome relief to the 
overall regularity of the dale, and in this area a few barns, which are largely absent from the rest of 
the dale, provide interest.  Hay meadows are very infrequent.  Species rich examples of limestone 
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pastureland grazed by sheep can be found at Seato Pastures, where flushes and seepages support a 
varied flora. 

Tree cover within the dale is very sparse.  A small plantation occurs to the north of Springholme, 
otherwise tree cover is limited to occasional trees along field boundaries or by the river, or trees 
associated with farmsteads.  Species include ash, sycamore and hawthorn.  Occasional ash, thorn 
and yew cling to valley side scars. 

The dale is settled only by scattered farms and one or two grander houses including Dale House and 
Twisleton Dale House.  Two suburban style bungalows near the latter appear out of keeping with the 
valley’s character.  The buildings at White Scar Cave, an important tourist attraction, appear 
particularly prominent, especially as the roof of the main building is painted with giant white lettering to 
advertise its presence. 

There are a number of features within the valley, which because of its open character, detract 
significantly from it.  The large disused quarry south of Dale House has left a substantial open scar on 
the lower valley side.  Other detractors include the fast traffic visible on the B road, the buildings at 
White Scar Caves, some untidy farm buildings, post and wire fences, overhead electric lines and the 
breeze block walls which have been built at intervals along the minor road to enclose cattle grids. 
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21.  Ingleton Glens 

  Key Characteristics  

 Diverse, varied faultline landscape of steep wooded glens interspersed by contrasting elevated 
farmland and quarries, overlying limestone and Ingletonian bedrock. 

 Two rivers follow winding courses through steeply incised wooded valleys and gorges and over a 
series of spectacular waterfalls, only visible on foot, the valleys increasingly steep and narrow 
above Ingleton. 

 Ancient woodland lines the deep glens, species variation reflecting varied geology, and are 
supplemented by coniferous and mixed plantations. 

 Open elevated pasture farmland, divided into medium sized irregularly shaped fields with 
scattered trees and hay meadows, enclosed by steeper slopes of banded limestone scars.  The 
summit of Ingleborough projects above valley side scars. 

 Large working quarry below Skirwith Bridge detracts significantly from elevated areas; the 
landscape is also peppered with the remains of many smaller disused quarries. 

 Settlement and roads occur within elevated areas; settlement limited to a hamlet, a farm and a 
manor house. 

  Landscape Character 

The Ingleton Glens form the lower part of Chapel-le-Dale at its junction point with Kingsdale, 
extending down to the National Park boundary immediately north of Ingleton.  The North Craven Fault 
cuts across this landscape such that the underlying rock changes abruptly from the Ingletonian series 
in the north of the area to limestone in the south, giving variety and diversity to the landscape.  The 
steeply incised wooded valleys and gorges of the River Twiss and Doe cut winding courses through 
the area, the rivers crossing the faultline via a series of spectacular waterfalls including Thornton 
Force, Hollybush Spout and Pecca Falls on the River Twiss and Beezley Falls, Rival Falls, and Snow 
Falls on the River Doe.  The elevated parts of the valley are dominated by the banded limestone 
scars of Twisleton Scar End at its northernmost point, White Scars on Ingleborough Side and the 
imposing summit of Ingleborough projecting above the scars to the east.  To the west North End 
Scars on the flanks of Gragareth are visible. 

The character area adjoins the area identified within the Craven Landscape Assessment as type 13b 
Bentham Clapham Drumlin Field.  

The glens become increasingly narrow and deep at their southern end above Ingleton, with a greater 
degree of enclosure provided here by the adjacent upland areas of Helks Mount and the easternmost 
edge of Ingleborough. 

This is a landscape that can only be appreciated through walking along the wooded valleys and 
gorges, as much of its interest is in the detail of the woodland, waterfalls and rock formations of the 
glens, which are largely invisible from the more accessible elevated viewpoints, except as a deep, 
wooded valley.  Within the glens, the contrast in underlying geology is reflected in the plant 
communities: on limestone the woodland is dominated by ash with an understorey of hazel, and wych 
elm frequent by the riverside and yew on the scars.  On the more acidic soils over slate, oak-birch 
woodland is well developed.  The ancient broadleaved woodland of the glens has been supplemented 
by coniferous and mixed plantations that extend up the dale sides.  Tree cover on the more elevated 
farmed areas is limited to scattered trees on field boundaries and around buildings. 

The landscape is peppered with the remains of former quarries, including those at Meal Bank, Storrs 
Common and close to Snow Falls; an unsightly large active quarry remains below Skirwith.  Between 
the quarries and wooded glens the remaining land, that is limited in area and mostly steeply graded, 
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is given over to the grazing of sheep and cattle.  Fields of medium size and irregular shape enclosing 
improved pasture and hay meadows are divided by drystone walls with occasional post and wire 
fences.  Strip lynchets are visible on the valley side below Scar End.  Small areas of bracken and 
rough pasture occur.    

Ingleton, with its steep gorge and railway viaduct, is sited just beyond the southern boundary of the 
character area; but settlement within the area is limited to the small hamlet of Scar End, including 
Twisleton Hall below Twisleton Scar End, a farm (Beezleys) and Twisleton Manor House.  There are 
also a number of buildings and structures relating to the quarrying industry. 

Two roads run through the Glens to Chapel-le-Dale; the minor (Roman) road follows the open ridge 
between the two valleys and the B6255 road follows the valley side to the east on the lower slopes of 
Ingleborough. 

The main detractor within the area is the working quarry below Skirwith, with its stepped ledges, 
structures and piles of grey Ingletonian roadstone, visible as a massive scar on the side of 
Ingleborough when viewed from the opposite valley side.  It has not been possible to screen the 
quarry and the lines of trees along its boundaries are unsympathetic to the character of the 
surrounding landscape. 
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22.  Upper Ribblesdale  

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad, exposed and shallow sided u-shaped valley overlying limestone located north of Horton in 
Ribblesdale between the distinctive stepped upland forms of Ingleborough and Pen-y-ghent. 

 Large, expansive drumlin field forms valley floor giving it a distinctive, hummocky appearance 
contrasting with gently stepped, shallow valley sides. Valley sideteps become more pronounced 
further south.  

 Significant bands of outcropping rock located on both sides of the valley, often with associated 
woodland, particularly evident on the western valley side.  

 River Ribble is a small, insignificant stream with low, open grassy banks, winding between the 
drumlins in the north, becoming wider and more defined further south, with a platformed, stepped 
bed, stony beaches and riverside trees.  

 The few tributary gills present are particularly well-defined on the eastern valley side with 
waterfalls and associated woodland.   

 Woodland vegetation very sparse at the northern end of the valley, limited to scattered, individual 
trees and woodland forming part of limestone scars on the valley sides.  Further south vegetation 
cover increases particularly adjacent to the river and near settlements. 

 Sparsely settled; two hamlets; Selside (small and traditional) and New Houses (modernised) and 
a terrace of railway cottages forming a prominent feature within the upper dale.  Many isolated 
farmsteads located mainly on the valley floor and lower side slopes. 

 Wide range of field sizes; small around settlements, especially at dale head and Selside and very 
large on the western valley side.  Wall pattern evident but more pronounced further south. 

 Land cover a mixture of improved and rough pasture with some hay meadows.  Significant areas 
of sedge present. 

 Horton Quarry, a very large quarry in an elevated valley side location, dominates views to the 
south west of the character area. 

  Landscape Character 

Upper Ribblesdale is an very broad and expansive, shallow sided u-shaped valley overlying limestone 
located to the north of Horton in Ribblesdale between Ingleborough and Pen-y-ghent; Whernside is 
located to the north west of the dale head.  

The character area is bounded to the north by the B6255, Blea Moor Road, Park Fell to the west and 
an extensive drumlin field to the east that reaches up to Cam Fell.  The area extends south to Horton 
in Ribblesdale and has a spur to the north east that extends up to Ling Gill Bridge. 

At its northern end the valley is very broad and exposed with rolling a valley floor comprised of 
drumlins and gently stepped, shallow valley sides.  The smooth egg-shaped mounds dotted with 
sheep contrast with the distant stepped profile of Pen-y-ghent to the east.  The rounded form of Park 
Fell and the stepped profile of Ingleborough dominate views to the north westand the flanks of 
Whernside are visible to the north.  Further south, the stepped valley side profile becomes more 
pronounced, although the valley floor remains hummocky and the sides very shallow. 

There is a prominent limestone Scar (Ashes Shaw Pasture Rocks) on the west valley side, above 
Selside and also other areas of banded outcropping rock on both sides of the valley and close to the 
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valley floor.  These scars are particularly important north of Horton Quarry where they form visually 
prominent terraces high up on the valley sides. 

At the head of the valley the River Ribble is a small, visually insignificant stream with low, open grassy 
banks winding between the many drumlins.  Further south, it becomes wider and more defined, 
notched into the valley floor with steep, tree-lined banks on either side.  It has a platformed, stepped 
bed with stony beaches and boulders in its channel.  The few tributary gills are particularly well-
defined on the eastern valley side where they are well-wooded and contain waterfalls.   

Woodland cover is generally sparse and limited to the limestone scars on the valley sides, with 
scattered individual trees occurring occasionally on the valley floor.  A small area of ancient woodland 
is associated with the valley side scars to the west of Selside and a further small area at Birkwith. 
Moving south woodland cover increases and significant groups of trees are associated with the river 
and settlements.  

Field sizes vary considerably within Upper Ribblesdale, being very small around settlements, 
particularly at the head of the dale and near Selside, and much larger in size on the western valley 
side where they are elongated towards the scar.  The wall pattern and occasional associated barns 
are often masked by the undulating topography but becomes much more pronounced further south, 
north of Horton in Ribblesdale, where walls cross the valley floor forming strong, parallel lines.  Land 
cover is a mixture of improved and rough pasture with some hay meadows.  Significant areas of 
sedge are present.  An area of common land occurs on the valley floor and lower valley side south of 
Selside.  

The two hamlets within Upper Ribblesdale, Selside and New Houses, are located on opposite sides of 
the valley.  Selside is a traditional, unspoilt hamlet, with many longhouses built with locally quarried 
sandstone and limestone, and with stone flagged roofs, adjacent to the railway.  New Houses appears 
modernised with holiday cottages present, perhaps due to its proximity to the Pennine Way Footpath.  
A row of visually prominent Victorian railway cottages is sited at the head of the valley between 
Gauber Road and the railway line.  A number of properties in the area are painted white and some 
are pebbledashed.  

One main road, the B6479, runs along the lower western slopes to Horton in Ribblesdale, following a 
similar alignment to the railway line which it crosses twice.  The railway is a prominent linear feature, 
alternately sited on raised embankment and in cutting as it crosses the undulating valley side.  Its 
level, straight course contrasts dramatically with the undulating landscape through which it passes. 
The Ribblehead viaduct is a prominent feature just north of the character area boundary within the 
upper dale. The Pennine Way and Ribble Way pass along the upper western valley side.  

The main detractor within the valley is Horton Quarry, a very large quarry in an elevated valley side 
location which dominates views to the south west of the character area.  Other detractors include the 
railway and large agricultural sheds such as those at High Birkwith. 
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23.  Mid Ribblesdale  

  Key Characteristics 

 Broad u-shaped valley with gently undulating or flat valley floor and gently terraced valley sides 
valley overlying sandstones and slates of the Ingletonian series, narrowing both at its northern 
end around Horton in Ribblesdale and to the south of Helwith Bridge. 

 The domed summit of Pen-y-ghent overlooks the dale. 

 High, hummocky ground adjacent to Studfold has the effect of narrowing the eastern side of the 
valley, creating a sense of enclosure. 

 Limestone pavements of Moughton are a very prominent visual feature, particularly on the 
western valley side. 

 River open broad and meandering and partially screened by undulating topography, with few 
tributary gills. South of Helwith Bridge, the river cuts a winding narrow course through glacial 
deposits with the effect of enclosing and limiting views down the valley. 

 Generally open, vegetation mainly confined to lower valley slopes, with bands of woodland 
associated with outcropping rock.  Large parkland trees and small copses scattered on valley 
floor and lower slopes give a parkland character to the area around Studfold. 

 Horton in Ribblesdale, a straggling dispersed settlement with railway station located on the valley 
side, dominates the upper valley floor, strongly influenced by the presence of the railway and the 
quarries to the west.   

 Strong field pattern especially evident where the valley floor is flat, with drystone walls in good 
condition. Occasional barns located at field corners.   

 Fields are of mixed sizes and shapes enclosing mainly improved pasture with scattered hay 
meadows on the valley floor and lower slopes.   

 Valley profile altered by the three large quarries, Horton quarry, Arcow Quarry and Dry Rigg 
Quarry, which dominate the upper western valley side of the character area.   

  Landscape Character 

Mid Ribblesdale is a broad, u-shaped glacial valley overlying sandstones and slates of the Ingletonian 
series with a gently undulating or flat valley floor and gently terraced valley sides narrowing both at its 
northern end around Horton in Ribblesdale and to the south of Helwith Bridge.   

The northern character area boundary extends from north of Horton in Ribblesdale south to north of 
Stainforth.  It is bounded to the west by the limestone pavements of Moughton, and to the east by 
moorland rising to the domed summit of Pen-y-ghent, which overlooks the dale.  

South of Horton the valley floor is very wide and flat, reflecting its origins as a postglacial lake that 
would have been impounded south of Helwith Bridge. The valley becomes narrower and more 
enclosed around Studfold, where there is high, hummocky ground associated with the underlying 
Studfold sandstone to the east of the B6479 road.  South of Helwith Bridge, the river cuts a winding 
narrow course through the area of glacial moraine that would have impounded the lake, with the effect 
of enclosing and limiting views down the valley.  

On the western valley side the exposed limestone pavements on Moughton are a very prominent 
visual feature forming bands of outcropping rock.  Here the valley profile has been completely altered 
by the three large quarries, Horton quarry, Arcow Quarry and Dry Rigg Quarry, which dominate the 
character area.  The extensive terraces of quarried rock affect the majority of the upper western valley 
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side and in places eat into the horizon line eg at Moughton Nab. A small disused quarry occurs on the 
eastern valley side near Studfold.  

The River Ribble is broad and meandering with little associated tree cover and often hidden by the 
surrounding landform.  There are few obvious tributary gills in this part of the dale, with the exception 
of Brants Gill Beck, which joins the Ribble at Horton Bridge, and a few springs with their source high 
up on the valley sides. 

The valley is generally quite open with woodland vegetation mainly confined to the lower valley slopes 
with bands of trees associated with outcropping rock.  Areas of scrub occur within and adjacent to the 
quarried areas.  Small areas of ancient woodland occur on the western valley side above Helwith 
Bridge. Large, individual parkland trees and small woodland copses scattered on the valley floor and 
lower side slopes give a more wooded character locally, particularly around Studfold. 

A strong field pattern is evident on the flat valley floor, south of Horton in Ribblesdale.  Walls are 
generally in good condition with occasional barns located in field corners.  Fields are of mixed sizes 
and shapes enclosing mainly improved pasture with scattered hay meadows on the valley floor and 
lower slopes. An area of unenclosed common occurs to the west of Helwith Bridge. The field pattern 
extends up the valley side and onto adjacent moorlands as a pattern of large regular enclosures.  

The main settlement is Horton in Ribblesdale, a straggling dispersed village of traditional and modern 
buildings constructed mainly in local Studfold Sandstone, situated at the bridging point of the River 
Ribble.  A second bridge spans Brants Gill Beck, a tributary flowing from the eastern valley side, and 
has a cluster of house associated with it.  A station is set apart from the village centre on the western 
valley side and has a further cluster of houses associated with it.  The settlement is strongly 
influenced by the presence of the railway and the quarries to the west, containing within it a mixture of 
farmhouses, cottages, Victorian terraces of the railway era and more modern houses built to 
accommodate quarry workers. It also has hotels, inns and cafes catering for the many walkers who 
congregate in Horton by virtue of its status as the starting point for the Three Peaks Walk, cycle and 
fell races and its position on the Pennine and Ribble Ways.   

Isolated farmsteads are located on the valley floor close to the river, or midway up the eastern valley 
side.   

One main road, the B6470, runs north to south from Horton in Ribblesdale to Stainforth.  At Helwith 
Bridge it branches off to the west, into adjacent Crummackdale.  The railway which runs along the 
lower western valley side north of Helwith Bridge and close to the eastern riverbank to the south is 
visible in places but not a prominent feature of the dale.  

The main detractors within the valley are the three large quarries and associated dust, noise and 
heavy quarry traffic.  Minor detractors include overhead electricity lines, which are particularly obvious 
south west of Helwith Bridge where the valley is more open, and the railway.  A number of large 
modern farm sheds are scattered throughout the valley. 
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24.  Lower Ribblesdale  

  Key Characteristics 

 Broadly u-shaped lower dale overlies limestone bedrock, the northern part of the character area 
being defined by the line of the North Craven Fault, where the valley sides close in limiting views 
up the valley and giving Lower Ribblesdale a separate visual identity. 

 Skyline views dominated by the limestone upland of Moughton, to the north west; the prominent 
upswept form of Smearsett Scar above Little Stainforth; distant views to summit of Pen-y-ghent 
and the ridge of Fountains Fell to the north east; and the notched horizon of Langcliffe Scar to the 
south east. 

 The lower valley sides slope gently down to the river; upper dale sides slope steeply towards the 
enclosing limestone uplands marked by patterns of outcropping rock.  The prominent, wooded 
Stainforth Scar and an exposed quarry face punctuate the upper, eastern valley side.   

 The river cuts a deep course through the upper part of the character area, often enclosed by 
steep well-wooded banks, following a strongly meandering course across the valley floor and 
dropping dramatically at Stainforth Force.  The packhorse bridge at Stainforth is an attractive focal 
point. 

 Well wooded, with often linear ancient woodland following the contours of the riverbanks, beck 
sides and extending high up to the valley side scars.  Individual trees mark field boundaries and 
occur as specimens within fields.   

 The pattern of limestone and gritstone walls forms a strong component of the dale character.  The 
pattern of fields extends onto the adjacent fell tops generally as large regularly shaped 
enclosures. 

 Fields mainly cropped for silage although a concentration of hay meadows occurs around 
Langcliffe and are scattered throughout the dale.  Steeper slopes by the river or on the valley 
sides often remain uncultivated, the variation land cover serving to emphasise the topographic 
variety of the dale.   

 The villages of Stainforth and Langcliffe, constructed in mixed materials and sited on west facing 
slopes, face their counterparts, the smaller hamlets Little Stainforth and Stackhouse on the 
opposite side of river crossing points.  Small terraces of mill workers cottages occur in rural 
locations and there is one farmhouse.  Modern development occurs on the northern edge of 
Giggleswick.   

 The dale forms an important transport corridor for both the B6475 and railway.  Routeways 
combine with other significant detractors within the dale, including the mill and disused quarries, 
to create local pockets of a strong industrial feel, the tree cover limiting the extent of these effects.  
The caravan site at Little Stainforth, on a terrace above the river, detracts from views. 

  Landscape Character 

Lower Ribblesdale, extending from north of Stainforth south to Settle, falls only partly within the 
National Park.  Between Langcliffe, Stackhouse and Settle only the valley sides are included within 
the Park, the town of Settle and a stretch of the valley floor north of here having been excluded.  The 
character area adjoins landscape type 11 identified in the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire (for 
Craven District Council) as ‘Valley Floodplains’ comprising the character areas 11b ‘Long Preston 
Reaches’. 

Views are dominated by the limestone upland of Moughton, to the north west; the prominent upswept 
form of Smearsett Scar above Little Stainforth; distant views to summit of Pen-y-ghent and the ridge 
of Fountains Fell to the north east; and the notched horizon of Langcliffe Scar to the south east. 
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This part of the dale overlies limestone bedrock, the northern part of the character area being defined 
by the line of the North Craven Fault that marks the transition between limestone and Silurian 
bedrock.  Although broadly u-shaped, the river cuts a deep course through the upper part of the 
character area and the valley floor slopes gently down to the river which is often marked by steep 
wooded banks.  The dale sides slope steeply towards the enclosing limestone uplands marked by 
patterns of outcropping rock.  The prominent, wooded Stainforth Scar and the exposed face of the 
quarry, which interrupts the wooded form of the scar, mark the upper, eastern valley side.  North of 
Stainforth the valley sides close in limiting views in this direction and giving this part of the dale a 
separate visual identity. 

The river follows a strongly meandering course across the valley floor, dropping dramatically at 
Stainforth Force, a popular beauty spot.  The river is enclosed by steep banks that are generally well 
wooded with deciduous trees.  The Ribble Way follows the course of the river and a paper mill is sited 
on its banks with a further mill at Langcliffe sited just south of the Park boundary. 

The dale is well wooded, with a number of areas of often linear ancient woodland following the 
contours of the riverbanks and valley side scars.  Woodland extends high up the valley sides, some 
areas of woodland having been undergrazed resulting in a more open appearance.  Woodland also 
marks the line of Stainforth Beck and individual trees mark field boundaries and occur as specimens 
within fields.  The principal species present are ash, sycamore, elder and thorn.  

The pattern of limestone and gritstone walls forms a strong component of the dale character, although 
because of the wooded nature of the dale the pattern is best appreciated from valley side viewpoints.  
The pattern of long rectangular fields crossing the slope around Borrins is particularly striking.  The 
walls are generally in good condition although occasional breaks in the pattern occur.  The pattern of 
fields extends onto the adjacent fell tops generally as large regularly shaped enclosures. 

Fields provide pasture for sheep and cattle, and are generally cropped for silage, although a 
concentration of hay meadows occurs around Langcliffe and are scattered throughout the dale.  While 
the gentler slopes are cropped for silage or hay, the steeper slopes by the river or on the valley sides 
often remain uncultivated, the variation land cover serving to emphasise the topographic variety of the 
dale.  Field barns are scattered across the area. 

The principal settlements in Lower Ribblesdale are Stainforth and Langcliffe, sited on west facing 
slopes, the former situated at the crossing point of Stainforth Beck and close to the bridging point of 
the River Ribble by an attractive packhorse bridge, and the latter in an elevated valley side location 
around a central green.  The smaller hamlets of Little Stainforth and Stackhouse occur on the east 
facing slopes sited facing the former settlements on the opposite side of the river crossing points.  The 
modern development on the north edge of Giggleswick also falls within the boundary of the National 
Park.  Small terraces of mill workers cottages occur in rural locations (e.g. north of Langcliffe) and 
there is one farm, Borrins.  The large country house, Taitlands, is now a youth hostel. 

Buildings are constructed in a variety of materials, including limestone, a mixture of limestone and 
gritstone for cottages and gritstone for the grander houses.  Some houses are pebbledashed and 
roofs are generally finished in slate. 

The dale forms an important transport corridor for both the B6475 sited on the eastern slopes and the 
railway that is crossed by the road in a number of places and both of which are sited to the river.  A 
minor road follows the western slopes of the dale, the only bridge crossing being at Stainforth.  These 
routeways combine with other significant detractors within the dale, especially the mill with its tall 
chimney north of Langcliffe and the disused quarries in this area, to create local pockets of a strong 
industrial feel, although generally the strong visual qualities of the dale and the extent of tree cover 
allow these to effects to remain localised.  The caravan site at Little Stainforth, on the terrace above 
Stainforth Force is visible from elevated viewpoints and detracts from views although there is potential 
for this site to be better integrated through tree planting. 
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25.  Crummackdale  

  Key Characteristics 

 A quiet dale, isolated in its upper reaches, overlying Silurian rock, its dale head enclosed by an 
impressive amphitheatre of limestone pavement and scars of Moughton and Norber, above which 
the summit of Pen-y-ghent is visible.   

 A shallow v-shape in the upper reaches of the dale and its main tributary, the dale broadens, 
opens up and flattens out to the north of Austwick into a broad u-shape.   

 The dale head of the tributary has been breached and connects via a narrow gap into Mid 
Ribblesdale. 

 The steep enclosing valley sides are strongly patterned by limestone scars and pavements and 
by the ancient woodlands of Wharfe Wood and Oxenburgh Wood.  Upon the enclosing 
pavements, erratic rocks of Silurian stone are visible. 

 The winding course of Austwick Beck drains the dale, following a deeply incised course above 
Wharfe, joined by the frequent springs that drain the dale sides, a major unnamed tributary to the 
east and the steeply incised, wooded Wharfe Gill Slice. 

 Well treed valley floor, trees following the line of becks and gills, marking the hamlet and farms 
and present as individual specimens on field boundaries.  Valley sides generally more open with 
occasional small mixed or deciduous woodlands and scattered trees present on scars.   

 Strong pattern of walls, particularly in the lower dale where the valley floor is more open and 
expansive with simpler form.  Valley floor field sizes are small to medium; in the upper dale, a 
more recent pattern of large enclosures extend up the valley sides.   

 Settlement within the dale limited to the isolated hamlet of Wharfe and small farms situated mainly 
on the lower valley sides, mostly constructed in limestone rubble with gritstone cornerstones and 
slate roofs. 

 Much of the dale is inaccessible by road; a dense network of walled green lanes and tracks 
provide the only access to Wharfe, the dale head and many of the scattered farms. 

 Free from detractors, other than overhead electricity lines. 

  Landscape Character 

Crummackdale is a quiet dale, isolated in its upper reaches, overlying Silurian shales, slates and grits, 
its dale head enclosed by an impressive amphitheatre of limestone pavement and scars.  To the east 
of the hamlet of Wharfe lies a tributary valley, drained by an unnamed beck which drains the isolated 
area of upland to the south and the upland area of Moughton to the north and a second beck, Wharfe 
Gill Slice, which cuts a deeply incised course below Wharfe Wood joining Austwick Beck at Mill 
Bridge.  The dale head of this side valley, which is formed by Moughton Nab to the north and 
Smearsett Copy’s to the south, has been breached by the actions of water and ice such that it now 
connects, via a narrow gap, into Mid Ribblesdale. 

The character area adjoins landscape type 11 identified in the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire (for 
Craven District Council) as ‘Drumlin Fields’ comprising the character areas 13b ‘Bentham Clapham 
Drumlin Fields’. 

A shallow v-shape in the upper reaches of the dale and its tributary, the dale broadens, opens up and 
flattens out to the north of Austwick to a broad u-shape at its transition point with the South Western 
Dales Fringe character area.  The steep enclosing valley sides are strongly patterned by limestone 
scars and pavements and on the edges of the upland areas to the south, by the ancient woodlands of 
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Wharfe Wood and Oxenburgh Wood.  Fine grained whetstones can be seen exposed at the dale 
head.  Upon the enclosing pavements of Norber and Moughton, erratic rocks of Silurian stone are 
visible and above the scars of Moughton, the summit of Pen-y-ghent is visible.  Norber Edge has a 
distinctive bull-nosed profile in views from the east.   

Crummackdale is drained by the winding course of Austwick Beck, which emerges from a cave at the 
dale head and is joined by the frequent springs that drain the dale sides.  Austwick Beck follows a 
deeply incised course above Wharfe dropping over a waterfall above the hamlet.  South of this point 
the beck diminishes in size, flowing partly underground.  The beck draining the valley to the east of 
Wharfe also follows an underground course for much of its length.  Wharfe Gill Slice is also deeply 
incised, its course marked by its steep wooded banks. 

Although there is little woodland, the valley floor is well treed, with trees following the line of becks 
and gills, marking the hamlets and farms and present as individual specimens on field boundaries, the 
principal species being sycamore and ash.  The valley sides are generally far more open with patches 
of scrub above Wharfe and scattered trees present on scars.  Exceptions to this general pattern 
include the significant area of open ancient woodland known as Oxenburgh and Wharfe Woods 
clothing the scars on the upland area to the south and creating a wooded horizon to views in this 
direction and occasional small mixed or deciduous woodlands on the valley side. 

The pattern of walls plays a significant role in this landscape, particularly in the lower dale where the 
valley floor is more open and expansive with simpler form.  In the valley floor field sizes are small to 
medium, often in a broad rectangular shape, either crossing or running along the line of the slope.  In 
the upper dale, north of Sowerthwaite Farm, is a more recent pattern of large enclosures that extend 
up the valley sides to the foot of the scars or limestone pavement areas.  Few hay meadows occur.   

Settlement within the dale is limited to the isolated hamlet of Wharfe, accessible only by unmade 
bridleways, and the small farms situated mainly on the lower valley sides.  Only one group of 
buildings, those at Crummack, are sited in the upper dale, adding to the sense of isolation in this area.  
Buildings are generally constructed in limestone rubble, with gritstone cornerstones and slate roofs.  
Red sandstones are also present in limited quantities. 

The dale is accessed via the minor road, which is situated on the valley floor linking Austwick with 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale.  Crummack Lane extends from Austwick in the direction of the dale head but 
becomes a bridleway north of Sowerthwaite Farm, leaving the dale head accessible only by foot or 
horseback.  A feature of the dale is the dense network of walled green lanes and tracks that link the 
settlements and scattered farms. 

The dale is generally free from detractors, other than overhead electricity lines. 
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Malhamdale and Southern/South Western Dales 
Fringes  

  Physical Influences 

Malhamdale 

The landscape of Malhamdale is dominated by the influence of limestone, and includes some of the 
most spectacular examples of this type of scenery within the Yorkshire Dales National Park and within 
the United Kingdom as a whole. 

Great Scar limestone dominates the scenery around Malham, attaining a thickness of over 200m.  It 
was formed in the Carboniferous period, some 330 million years ago, by the slow deposition of shell 
debris and chemical precipitates on the floor of a shallow tropical sea.  The presence of faultlines 
creates dramatic variations in the scenery.  South of Malham Tarn is the North Craven Fault, and 
Malham Cove and Gordale Scar, two miles to the south, were formed by the Mid Craven Fault.  Easy 
erosion of the softer shale rocks to the south of the latter fault has created a sharp southern edge to 
the limestone plateau north of the fault.  This step in the landscape was further developed by erosion 
during the various ice ages when glaciers flowing from the north deepened the basin where the tarn 
now stands and scoured the rock surface between the tarn and the village, leading later to the 
formation of limestone pavements.  Glacial meltwater carved out the Watlowes dry valley above the 
cove.   

There are a number of theories as to the formation of the vertical wall of limestone that forms Malham 
Cove, whose origins appear to be in a combination of erosion by ice, water and underground water.  It 
is thought that water pouring down the Watlowes valley would have cascaded over the cove and cut 
the waterfall back about 600 metres from the faultline, although this does not explain why the cove is 
wider than the valley above.  Glaciers flowing over the cove could have contributed to the width of the 
wall.  After the ice retreated the water sank underground, some of which resurged at the foot of the 
cliff and continued to undercut parts of the limestone wall.   

Gordale is a rocky trench through the limestone and it also ends in a major step associated with the 
Mid Craven Fault.  Ice Age meltwater scoured Gordale and its cascades over the fault scarp rapidly 
cut backwards into Gordale Scar.  The narrow gorge with its limestone sides soaring nearly 100 
metres is a fine example of a gorge formed by a retreat waterfall.  The beck water is saturated with 
lime which is redeposited as calcite to form the tufa which characterises the waterfalls at Gordale and 
downstream at Janet’s Foss.   

Limestone pavements are a particularly well-developed feature at the head of Malham Cove and 
within the uplands surrounding Malhamdale.  Further conspicuous surface features include the funnel-
like depressions known as shakeholes, swallowholes or sinks. 

In addition to the above ground landscape, an extensive underground landscape of cave systems 
exists in the Great Scar limestone.  Water, sinking into the ground within the Great Scar limestone, re-
emerges above the impervious slate layer below. 

Thin seams of coal occur within the shale of the Yoredale series to the north.  Coal has in the past 
been extracted on the summit of Fountains Fell. 

The River Aire has its origins above Malham Cove and flows in a southerly direction for 6-7km leaving 
the National Park at Bell Busk.   

Dales Fringes 

The dales fringes represent a transitional area between the uplands of the Yorkshire Dales and the 
lower lying areas to the south and south west.  Mainly overlying a mixture of gritstone and limestone, 
the principal influences in the lower lying parts of the fringe areas are the overlying deposits of 
boulder clay or glacial drift.  At an elevation of between 200 and 300 metres AOD these deposits form 
oval or round domed shaped hills, known as drumlins, which significantly shape landscape character. 
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Parts of the fringe areas, particularly in the north, are shaped by the Craven faultlines.  The North 
Craven Fault follows the approximate line of the north eastern edge of the area north of Settle and 
marks a change in the underlying geology from limestone to the north and east to Millstone Grit, 
Permian and Triassic sandstones, Westphalian, Stephanian and Lower Westphalian coal measures to 
the south and west, while limestone extends down into the valleys of Clapham and Austwick Becks.  
The South Craven Fault also crosses the area in the vicinity of Austwick and Clapham.  This change 
in underlying geology is reflected in a marked change landscape character and vegetation patterns 
between the transitional slopes and the adjacent uplands. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences  

Limestone, with its light covering of woodland, supported hunter-gatherers and early farming.  The 
Mesolithic period (8000-2500 BC) saw the beginnings of permanent settlement and early woodland 
clearance, and the Neolithic period (3000-1500 BC) marked the beginnings of farming and further 
woodland clearance.  In the Bronze Age, pollen evidence suggests that woodland clearance was less 
intense than in the preceding Neolithic period or the Iron Age that followed.  Bronze Age remains 
include the stone circle at Bordley on the east of Malham Moor and a Bronze Age barrow at Seaty 
Hill.  Further expansion of open ground occurred in the Iron Age and good examples of early Iron Age 
enclosures and numerous huts are visible at Malham. 

The remains of the legionary size (8.2ha) marching camp on Malham Moor is thought to date from the 
Roman governor Cerialis’s campaign to conquer the Brigantes in the first century AD.   

The lower dales were settled by Angles in the 7
th
 and 8

th
 century and later by Danes.  Airton, Hanlith, 

Calton and Malham were founded Angles, whilst Kirkby Malham is of Danish origin.  The last major 
period of settlement came in the 10

th
 century with the arrival of the Norse Vikings, who settled in 

scattered farmsteads on Malham Moor.   

Following the Norman Conquest, the Percys of Northumberland were given much of the dale and their 
tenants, chiefly the Malhams and the Otterburns, made generous grants of land to Fountains Abbey.  
The Mauleverers and other benefactors similarly endowed Bolton Priory.  The Abbey of Dereham in 
Norfolk was given Kirkby Malham church and property at Calton and Scosthrop.  Between them the 
monasteries owned more than two thirds of the dale.  At the dissolution the Fountains land came to 
the Greshams and the Bolton lands to the Lamberts who between them eventually came to own most 
of the dale.   

The Cistercians were noted for keeping sheep; sheep kept on Fountains Fell by the monks of 
Fountains Abbey were driven to the monastic grange at Kilnsey in Wharfedale for washing and 
clipping.  The wool was then transported to Fountains, from where some of the wool was exported to 
the continent. 

Little evidence of the past monastic domination remains within the present day landscape except the 
monastic routes over the hills, the stone boundary markers and the terraces of arable fields.  The 
walled track Mastiles Lane, over Malham Moor, is a fine example of a monastic route linking 
Fountains Abbey with its estates in Kilnsey, Malham and the Lake District. 

A need for more farmland in the Middle Ages led to further cultivation of the hillsides creating further 
strip lynchets.  The majority of parliamentary enclosures were carried out between 1760 and 1830.  
Fields were improved by the spreading of lime, burnt in the kilns before spreading over the fields.  The 
kilns tended to be built near limestone outcrops and within carting distances of supplies of coal from 
the Yoredale seams. 

Industrial development in the 18
th
 century took the form of cotton mills using waterpower.  In 

Malhamdale the manufacture of cotton was introduced in the latter half of the 18
th
 century and new 

mills were built by the becks, often on the site of monastic corn mills, as at Malham, Airton and Kirkby 
Malham.  However, by 1847, the mill at Malham had failed, as the waterpower was insufficient to 
support the developing textile machinery.  The mill at Malham has now gone but Scalegill Mill north of 
Kirby Malham remains and the mill at Airton survives and has been converted into flats.   
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Malham was a centre for mining with calamine and copper mined at Pikedaw, lead on Malham Moor 
and coal pits on Fountains Fell.  At times miners from Swaledale worked at Malham and the minerals 
were taken to Gargrave for shipment on the canal.   

Despite periods of industrial activity, pastoral farming of sheep (Dalesbred, Swaledale and half bred) 
and cattle has been the dominant activity that has shaped the present day landscape.   

Mass tourism, which began in Victorian times with the coming of the railway, forms a key part of the 
present day economy and is centred upon Malham.  Malham has the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Centre, together with a number of pubs, cafes and a small selection of craft and outdoor shops.  The 
extensive Malham Tarn estate above the head of the dale was presented to the National Trust in 
1946 and the house is now leased as a field studies centre.  Camping and caravanning sites are 
found at Gordale and Malham.   

In addition to Malham, the villages that fall within the southern and south western fringes, including 
Clapham and Austwick, provide low key facilities for visitors including pubs and cafes and are easily 
accessible from the West Yorkshire conurbation and towns of Lancashire via the A65, A56 and A682. 
There is a further National Park Centre at Clapham. 

Malhamdale has been the source of inspiration for artists, from James Ward in the 18
th
 century to 

John Piper in the 20
th
 century.  Thomas Girtin and K Weschke also painted Gordale Scar and James 

Ward’s enormous canvas of Gordale, completed in 1815, hangs in the Tate Gallery.  Anthony Devis, a 
watercolourist who painted under the patronage of Lord Ribblesdale, conveyed the pale, rainwashed 
atmosphere of Malham, as did J M W Turner.  David Hockney has composed a photomontage of 
Gordale.  Wordsworth wrote two poems, entitled Malham Cove and Gordale as part of a group of 
poems called ‘Pure Elements of Water’, and John Ruskin referred to the area in ‘Prosperina’ of 1875.  
The scenery of Malhamdale also inspired Charles Kingsley’s book, ‘The Water Babies’.   

  Buildings and Settlement 

Within Malhamdale the Anglian settlements of Carlton, Otterburn, Airton, Hanlith and Malham and the 
Danish settlement of Kirkby Malham are all contained within a valley five miles in length.  None of 
these settlements is large, although Malham is well developed for tourism including within its setting 
the spectacular and nationally renowned examples of limestone scenery at the head of the dale.  The 
scattered farms on Malham Moor to the north of the cove were originally established by Norse Vikings 
in about 900 AD.  The quarries on Embsay Fell, Rylstone Fell and Roughshaw flanking the southern 
valleys supplied Millstone Grit for building which predominates in the south of the area although in the 
north of the area limestone with large gritstone cornerstones becomes more frequent. 

A number of settlements are concentrated along the southern and south western perimeter of the 
National Park.  Many of the settlements that influence the character of the Park straddle its 
boundaries eg Clapham, Long Preston and Embsay, or fall just outside its boundaries, e.g. Hellifield, 
Gargrave and Skipton.   

Clapham, a village divided by Clapham Beck, was largely reshaped by the Farrars in the early 19
th
 

century.  An Anglian settlement, it was granted a market charter in 1201.  The top end of the village 
was transformed in about 1833 by the Farrars who demolished several buildings, carried out 
extensive tree planting alongside the beck, re-routed roads and dammed the beck to flood 8 acres of 
land for a lake in the grounds of Ingleborough Hall.  Buildings are generally of limestone rubble with 
slate or stone slate roofs.   

Austwick, a Norse settlement whose name means the ‘eastern settlement’, is sited in the valley of 
Austwick Beck.  The village straggles along lanes and around small greens and is influenced by 
Austwick Hall at the Town Head.   

Long Preston, on the southern fringe of the National Park, situated on both the railway between 
Skipton and Settle and the A65 between Leeds and the Lake District, is situated on Long Preston 
Beck on the valley side of Lower Ribblesdale. 
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The southern valleys enclosed by Winterburn Moor, Rylstone Fell and Flasby Fell play host to the 
small gritstone settlements of Hetton, Rylstone, Cracoe and Flasby.  Embsay straddles the National 
Park boundary on the southern fringes of Embsay Moor.   

  Land Cover 

The combination of outstanding limestone scenery with the wealth and diversity of wildlife habitats 
and cultural features makes the Malham area particularly special.  A large part of the area between 
Malham Cove and Arncliffe in Littondale has been designated an SSSI, a designation which extends 
into the dale head area below the cove.  Within this area, which is of outstanding geological and 
biological interest, there are freshwater systems of international significance and nationally important 
calcareous grasslands, limestone pavement, fen and mire habitats.  The combination of features 
makes the area particularly significant as an educational resource.   

The vegetation is predominantly grassland maintained by the grazing of sheep, cattle and locally by 
rabbits supporting a great variety of flowering plants.  Large areas of lime rich soils support nationally 
scarce species.  A characteristic of the area is the often intimate mixtures of calcareous, neutral and 
acidic grassland types.  The area is in places rich in metals and has supported small scale mineral 
workings in the past, the spoil remains supporting further species.  The area also supports a variety of 
bird and invertebrate species.   
 
In addition to the Malham-Arncliffe SSSI, designated sites of geological/geomorphological interest 
include Clints Quarry east of Malhamdale and School Share Section, to the west of Malhamdale. 
 
Scattered hay meadows occur within Malhamdale and within the dales fringes but are not of sufficient 
quality to receive designation.   

A number of areas of ancient woodland survive within Malhamdale and the dales fringes.  Most of 
these areas tend to be relatively small in size with concentrations in steeper beckside locations.  The 
woodland at Janet’s Foss is thought to be ancient, and is in the ownership of the National Trust.  
Species include sycamore and ash with a ground flora dominated by dogs mercury and ramsons.  
Further areas of ancient woodland occur around Kirkby Beck and Hanlith Gill Syke in Malhamdale, 
north of Clapham, Cleatop Park south of Settle, around Winterburn Beck and at Hollin Wood south of 
Rylstone.  Areas of juniper also occur, clinging to limestone cliffs and forming areas of scrub on 
limestone pavements, eg at Gordale Scar. 
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  Malhamdale and Southern/South Western Dale Fringes Landscape 

Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Poorly Drained Lower Hills and 
Dales (UDW) 

Malhamdale Malham Cove south to Airton  

Poorly Drained Lower Hills and 
Dales (UDW) 

Newton and Otterburn Moor East of Settle, north of Long 
Preston, west of Airton and 
south of Scosthrop Moor 

Poorly Drained Dale with 
Ancient Woodland (VPA) 

The Southern Valleys Enclosed 
by Winterburn Moor, Rylstone 
Fell and Flasby Fell 

Cracoe south west to Flasby 
and south east to Embsay 

Poorly Drained Unwooded with 
Glacial Deposition (RCD) 

South Western Dales Fringe Fringe areas between Masongill 
and south of Austwick, and a 
separate area south of Settle to 
a point north of Long Preston 

Poorly Drained Unwooded with 
Glacial Deposition (RCD) 

The Southern Dales Fringe Fringe areas between Long 
Preston in the west and Thorlby 
in the east and south of Airton 
and Winterburn to the southern 
boundary of the National Park  
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26.  Malhamdale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Classic example of limestone faultline landscape of national importance enclosed by Great Scar 
Limestone upland to the north and gritstone moors to east and west. 

 Dale relatively broad in upper reaches with gently sloping valley sides stopping abruptly at the line 
of the Great Scar limestone escarpment; more narrow and enclosed in lower reaches, with often 
steep banks to beck. 

 Huge natural amphitheatre at Malham Cove, 70m high, dominates Malham village and the open 
dale head.  Gordale Scar, with its towering limestone walls, is cut into the dale head limestone 
escarpment. 

 Significant deeply incised wooded tributaries drain the valley sides. 

 Well treed with mixed and deciduous species in lower reaches, concentrated within gills, on 
steeper slopes by river and around settlements; less wooded with increasing elevation. 

 Pastoral landscape of light limestone walls and barns with hedgerows more frequent in lower 
dale.  Historic pattern of drystone walls and walled lanes climbing the hillside is a dominant 
feature of the more open dale head. 

 Traditional settlements of largely Anglian pattern constructed in gritstone and limestone, the latter 
prevalent in the upper reaches of the dale, and some buildings are rendered/pebbledashed and 
painted white. 

 Visitors have significant visual effect upon Malham and access roads in busy periods.   

  Landscape Character 

Malhamdale is a broadly u-shaped dale orientated in a north-south direction overlying limestone.  The 
Mid Craven Fault cuts across the landscape from west to east dividing Great Scar limestone of the 
uplands to the north from the Bowland shale and reef limestone which underlie the dale, creating the 
dramatic landscape for which the dale is nationally renowned.  The dale is enclosed by the Great Scar 
limestone upland to the north, and the contrasting character of the more elevated gritstone uplands of 
Kirkby Fell/Scosthrop High Moor to the west and lower Calton Moor to the east.  The dale head stops 
abruptly at the long escarpment and scars of Great Scar limestone into which are cut the impressive 
features of Malham Cove and Gordale Scar.   

The huge natural amphitheatre of Malham Cove, thought to have been eroded back from the faultline 
by an unusual combination of erosion by ice, glacial meltwater and possibly underground water, rises 
70m from the valley floor and dominates the open dale head and views north from Malham village. 

To the east, Gordale Scar, a narrow gorge with towering limestone walls formed by Ice Age 
meltwater, extends for about 1½ km into the Great Scar limestone.  It is drained by Gordale Beck, 
which flows partly underground, but which after heavy rain forms dramatic waterfalls in the gorge.  
Beyond the scar, the beck flows over a further series of waterfalls surrounded by ancient woodland at 
Janet’s Foss, to the south of Gordale Lane, where the falls flow over an apron of Tufa (pure calcium 
carbonate) some 4 metres wide. 

The winding Malham beck drains the dale.  In the upper reaches the dale is relatively broad and the 
beck follows a stony shallow course within the valley floor with the valley sides sloping gently towards 
it.  In the lower parts of the character area the valley sides close in creating a sense of enclosure and 
steep slopes down towards the beck, although the valley occasionally opens out into a very narrow 
floodplain.  The beck is joined by a number of significant tributaries including Gordale Beck, Hell Gill 
Syke, Hanlith Syke and Cow Close Syke, which together drain the eastern side of the upper dale and 
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Tranlands Beck and Summer Gill Beck/Kirkby Syke that drain the western side.  Many of these gills 
are steeply incised into the valley side and all are wooded with deciduous or mixed woodland creating 
a distinctive pattern to the valley sides. 

Tree cover including mixed and broadleaved woodland is significant with the lower dale, concentrated 
within gills, on steeper slopes by the river and around settlements.  A few areas of ancient woodland 
occur in the north east of the character area and around Kirkby Malham.  Principal tree species are 
ash and sycamore, with the former dominating within countryside and the latter associated with 
settlements.  With increasing elevation the dale becomes more open and less wooded and the 
influence of limestone in the walls, buildings and geological features becomes more dominant.  In 
these areas trees still occur on boundaries within fields, beside roads and around settlements.  Small 
parklands associated with the halls at Hanlith and Accraplatts add to the extent of tree cover locally.   

The dale is principally a pastoral farming landscape of light limestone walls enclosing improved 
pastures and occasional hay meadows grazed by sheep and cattle scattered with field barns.  The 
dale is divided into a patchwork of fields of a wide range of sizes and often irregular in shape.  
Hedgerows are intermixed with walls in the lower dale but these diminish in number with increasing 
elevation.  Whilst in the lower dale the pattern of walls is diluted by the presence of hedges and the 
extent of tree cover, the upper dale is increasingly open and the historic pattern of sometimes 
crumbling limestone walls on the hillsides below the cove is a dominant feature.  Walls also line the 
minor roads and green lanes creating distinctive patterns winding up the hillsides, and this 
combination of walled enclosures and walled lanes contribute significantly to the strong sense of 
history that pervades the dale.  Hay meadows are a feature of the dale with a concentration occurring 
on the west facing slopes.  Small patches of bracken are an occasional feature and scattered small 
rocky outcrops and loose boulders occur in fields at the dale head.   

Settlements within the dale are well treed and generally of inward facing nucleated form around a 
green typical of Anglian settlements, although the settlement of Kirkby Malham is of Danish origin with 
a distinctive layout of houses aligned in rows to face south down the valley.  Beckside mills, reflecting 
the valleys industrial past are a feature of a number of settlements.  Buildings are constructed in a 
mixture of gritstone and limestone, limestone being more frequent in the upper dale where it is 
supplemented by gritstone cornerstones.  Roofs are of slate or stone slate.  Some buildings are 
pebbledashed or rendered and painted white.  The church hall in Kirkby Malham features a red 
sandstone, which would have been specially brought in to the dale, while the Victoria Pub in the same 
village features a hard white limestone.  Although most housing within the dale is constructed in 
traditional style, occasional suburban style properties occur eg at Airton.   

A minor road follows a winding course up the dale, frequently lined with trees and hedges in the lower 
part of the character area.  The roads follow the route of the former mineral road to the dale head.  
From the dale head walled lanes rise up onto the fells on either side of the cove, following the 
medieval or monastic routes.  Minor walled roads also climb the dale sides from Kirkby Malham.   

Malham, with it's National Park Centre, shops and cafes, is one of the most important centres for 
visitors within the Yorkshire Dales and acts as a honeypot for visitors within Malhamdale, the other 
settlements being relatively free of visitor pressure.  Visitors and their cars have a significant visual 
effect on the settlement particularly on summer weekends and visitor pressure has led to the paths 
either side of the cove being soundly constructed in stone.  Other than the effects of visitors and their 
traffic, few other detractors occur within the dale other than local impact of overhead lines, although a 
large structure (a farm shed?) in the course of construction on the valley side south of Malham could 
impact significantly on views from the cove when complete.   
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27.  Newton and Otterburn Moor 

  Key Characteristics 

 Open, hilly, sparsely settled transition landscape, falling away gradually from elevated Scosthrop 
Moor to lowlands to south and west. 

 Oval or round domed hills formed by glacial deposition drained by small becks which thread a 
winding course through the hills, occasionally bounded by linear deciduous woodland. 

 Large regularly shaped coniferous plantations are superimposed upon the landscape, detracting 
significantly.  Small areas of deciduous woodland are an occasional feature. 

 Medium to large regularly shaped field divided by limestone and gritstone walls enclose improved 
pasture and occasional hay meadows. 

 Varied land cover includes patches of bracken, heather and grass moor.  Small disused quarries 
pepper the area. 

 Relatively inaccessible with few roads; a network of walled green lanes, tracks, footpaths and 
bridleways cross the area. 

 Small traditional farms concentrated on boundary areas; central part of area is sparsely settled. 

  Landscape Character 

Newton and Otterburn Moor, despite it’s name, is an open, hilly and sparsely settled transition 
landscape which falls gradually from the elevated landform of Scosthrop Moor to the north and the 
lowlands of the Aire and Ribble valleys to the south and west.  At a general elevation of between 200-
300 metres AOD, the area comprises a series of oval or round domed shaped hills formed as a result 
of glacial deposition of boulder clay and drift overlying an area of limestone bedrock to the east and 
gritstone to the west.   

The area is drained by a series of small becks, which thread a winding course through the hills, 
occasionally bounded by linear deciduous woodland.  Waterfalls are an infrequent feature of the 
becks.  Scattered trees marking farms and field boundaries are infrequent.  Small areas of deciduous 
woodland are an occasional feature.  Superimposed upon this largely open landscape are some large 
coniferous plantations, the most significant being Crook Beck and Blacks Plantations, whose forms do 
not respect the topography and which appear alien. 

The area is divided into medium to large regularly shaped fields by limestone and gritstone walls of 
the enclosure period, Newton moor top, which at 291m is the highest hill within the area, forming one 
very large enclosure.  Except for the network of footpaths, bridleways, walled green lanes and tracks 
which cross the area, the moors are accessible only from Scosthrop Lane, which crosses the area on 
route between Airton and Settle; from High Mill Lane, which runs along part of the northern side of the 
character area; from Long Preston by the dead end Edge Lane and from Settle by the dead end 
Mickle Lane. 

The area is settled by small traditional farms, which tend to be concentrated on the southern, western 
and eastern edges of the character area, the central part of the area being very sparsely settled.  
Farming is a mixture of improved pasture and limited areas of hay meadow and rough grazing.  Land 
cover includes patches of bracken and small areas of grass moor and upland heath.   

While the coniferous plantations detract significantly from the area, minor detractors are few, limited to 
the small disused quarries that are peppered across the area.   

An area of shakeholes occurs to either side of Scosthrop Lane in the north of the area. 
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28.  The Southern Valleys Enclosed by Winterburn 
Moor, Rylstone Fell and Flasby Fell 

  Key Characteristics 

 Valleys overlying limestone and gritstone masked by glacial deposition and enclosed by gritstone 
fells, whose character dominates. 

 Wooded craggy gritstone outcrops on the fell sides and skyline topographic features on fells lend 
character to the valleys. 

 Valleys lack strong character and have gentle longitudinal gradient with no distinct dale head, 
each flowing almost imperceptibly into the next, although pockets of quiet unspoilt landscape 
occur. 

 Valleys act as transportation corridor for roads and the mineral railway.  Unscreened limestone 
quarries at Swinden and Embsay detract significantly; other detractors absorbed in distant 
viewpoints by tree cover. 

 Strong natural pattern of deciduous woodland (some ancient) following gills and becks 
supplemented by small, regularly shaped blocks of coniferous and mixed woodland on the valley 
side and extensive conifer plantations on fell sides give a densely wooded effect, contrasting with 
open fell tops. 

 Regularly shaped fields of fell sides more apparent than historic fields near settlements whose 
pattern is often masked by tree cover. 

 Small areas of designed parkland landscapes occur. 

 Settlements, constructed in gritstone with stone slate roofs, have their character diluted by 
modern buildings on their outskirts. 

  Landscape Character 

The main valley of Flasby Beck, (also known as Hetton Beck and Scirso Gill Beck at different stages 
on its course) is orientated in a north east/south west direction between the dark gritstone upland 
areas of Winterburn Moor (to the north west), Rylstone Fell (to the east) and the separate upland of 
Flasby Fell (to the south east).  Flasby Beck flows south west into the River Aire and is joined by 
Calton Gill Beck, which drains the northern part of the valley between the latter two fells as far as its 
watershed south of Scale House.  Sandy Beck (becoming Eller Beck) drains the southern part of this 
valley, to cross the National Park boundary and flow through Skipton.  The southernmost edge of the 
character area adjoins the landscape type identified within the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire as 
type 14 ‘Rolling Upland Farmland’ comprising landscape character area 14b ‘Lothersdale and 
Cringles’. 

The valleys overlie principally limestone bedrock although the valley of Eller Beck/Calton Gill Beck 
overlies gritstone.  Superimposed upon the underlying bedrock are glacial deposits of boulder clay 
and drift that tend to mask the effect of the variation in underlying bedrock to create an area of 
consistent character.   

The character of the valleys tends to be dominated by Rylstone Fell/Embsay Moor to the east and 
Flasby Fell to the south; Winterburn Moor to the west rises more gradually and the moor tops are less 
visible from within the valleys.  The fells themselves are dominated by a number of landmark 
topographic features that create distinctive skyline forms, such as the conical forms of Sharp Haw and 
Rough Haw on Flasby Fell, the upswept form of Embsay Crag, and the craggy outline and cross on 
Rylstone Fell.  Other important craggy outcrops on the valley sides include the wooded crags of 
Embsay and Crookrise. 
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Each of the valleys has a very gentle longitudinal gradient and no distinct dale head area, each 
flowing almost imperceptibly into the next and into Wharfedale to the north.  As such the valleys form 
an obvious transportation corridor between the main transport routes to the south (including the A65 
and A59) and Grassington in Wharfedale to the north.  The valley of Eller Beck/Calton Gill Beck 
accommodates both the B6265 to Grassington and the railway, which formerly serviced Grassington 
but now acts only as a mineral railway for the Swinden limestone quarry.  The minor road between 
Gargrave, Hetton and Cracoe (where it joints the B6265) occupies the valley of Flasby Beck. 

The valleys themselves lack the strong distinctive characteristics of many other dales and in many 
areas tend to be strongly influenced by the significant detractors, including the Swinden limestone 
quarry in the north of the area; the major limestone quarry to the south of the National Park boundary 
at Embsay, which is removing an entire hillside; the roads and open, unfenced railway; and Embsay 
Moor reservoir.  However the tree cover allows many of these detractors, with the exception of the 
quarries, to be absorbed into the landscape such that they loose significance with distance, and 
pockets of quiet unspoilt landscape occur particularly at the lower end of the valley of Flasby Beck. 

Tree cover within the valley is extensive, the strong pattern of natural deciduous woodland following 
the gills and becks supplemented by small, regularly shaped blocks of coniferous and mixed 
woodland on the valley side and extensive coniferous plantations such as those planted below 
Crookrise Crag and on the side of Flasby Fell.  Ancient woodland occurs on the southern fringe of the 
character area and within the valley of Eller Beck/Calton Gill Beck.  The wooded character of the 
valleys contrast sharply with the open fell tops.  This tree cover is supplemented by trees on field 
boundaries, within fields, on craggy outcrops, around farms and hamlets and within frequent 
hedgerows.  Principal species are ash, sycamore and thorn plus planted conifers and occasional 
birch. 

The largely improved pastoral landscape grazed by cattle and sheep is divided into a pattern of often 
regularly shaped fields on fell sides, and a more historic pattern of strip fields (with some areas 
aligned coaxially) on lower valley sides, within the valley bottom and around settlements.  Due to the 
tree cover concentrations in these areas the historic boundary pattern is less readily apparent than 
the regular pattern of fields, divided by blocks of conifers, that are visible on fell sides.  The mixture of 
boundary types between broken and overgrown hedges, fences and limestone or gritstone walls 
within the valley bottom tends to further dilute the pattern whereas fell side enclosures are mainly 
walled, emphasising their presence.  The pattern of walls extends onto the sides of Winterburn Moor 
but stops on the edge of Flasby and Rylstone fells where the pattern changes to one of extensive 
enclosures or of open moorland. 

In addition to the tree and woodland cover and improved pasture small patches of other habitat types 
occur, including marshy grassland in the valley bottom, occasional hay meadows around Flasby Beck, 
and patches of bracken and rough grazing on the valley side.  Although there are a number of stone 
field barns in the area their presence is not always obvious due to the significant tree cover. 

Small areas of designed parkland landscape occur in association with Fleet House, Scale House, 
Embsay Kirk and Flasby Hall contributing local variation and interest.  Historic features include the 
pillow mounds west of Friars Head and fish ponds at Rylstone. 

The main settlement within the area is Embsay, which is bisected by the southern boundary of the 
National Park.  Embsay is a gritstone settlement of small cottages and occasional barn conversions 
strung out along the valley side that has been extended significantly by modern development, 
particularly to the east.  The settlement looks out onto the back of the bare rock walls and notched 
profile of the limestone quarry to the south which is extremely intrusive.   

Villages, each constructed close to watercourses in gritstone with stone slate roofs, include Hetton, 
Rylstone, Cracoe and Flasby and the hamlet of Fleets.  The character of a number of these villages 
has been diluted by the addition of properties of suburban style, and a few properties of this type also 
occur within open countryside detracting from the area.  Farmsteads, generally sited on the valley 
sides are scattered throughout the area, a number taking the form of long houses with the barn 
attached to one end of the house. 
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29.  South Western Dales Fringe 

  Key Characteristics  

 Sloping transition area of varied width and gradient between limestone and gritstone moorland 
rising to Ingleborough, Gragareth and Scosthrop High Moor on the south western edges of the 
National Park and drumlin fields beyond the Park to west. 

 Faultlines cut across the area, which is underlain by a varied geology of Millstone Grit, sandstone, 
coal measures and limestone. 

 Outward looking area allowing long distance views across lowlands to west and south west. 

 Slopes drained by parallel springs interspersed by deeply incised v-shaped gills and the lower 
reaches of the u-shaped valley of Crummackdale. 

 Neat and well maintained landscape, mainly improved pasture, divided by hedges and drystone 
walls of varied rock types, which extend on to adjacent uplands. 

 Occasional barns and strip lynchets. 

 Generally open but with pockets of natural woodland or mixed or conifer plantations concentrated 
in gills and associated with estates and parklands.  Elsewhere tree cover occurs as scattered field 
boundary trees, in small copses or associated with settlements. 

 Settlements in beckside locations, often associated with halls and parklands, buildings generally 
of limestone with slate or stone slate roofs.  Modern development has occurred particularly on 
outskirts of Clapham. 

 Strongly influenced by the presence of roads on Park boundary. 

  Landscape Character  

The south western fringes of the National Park between Austwick and Masongill, to the north west of 
Ingleton, and a separate area extending south from Settle to Long Preston, is a transition landscape 
between the limestone and gritstone moorland (rising to Ingleborough, Gragareth and Scosthrop High 
Moor) on the south western edges of the National Park and the area beyond the National Park 
boundary identified by the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire Landscape Assessment as area 13b, 
‘Bentham – Clapham Drumlin Field’ and area 11b ‘Long Preston Reaches’.  This area slopes down 
towards the south west from the moorland edges at a maximum of 270m AOD to the generally lower 
landscape of the drumlin field at between 150m and 200m AOD.  The width of the area varies 
between 1.5km wide at Clapham to 0.2km to the south of Ingleton.  In some areas the whole of the 
transition area is included within the National Park boundary, whilst in other areas (such as between 
Clapham and Ingleton) the lower slopes around Newby and Cold Cotes are excluded from the 
National Park.  The Ingleton Glens character area cuts across the area at Ingleton, whilst the Lower 
Ribblesdale character area cuts across the area at Settle, effectively dividing the character area into 
three separate areas. 

The North Craven Fault follows the approximate line of the north eastern edge of the character area 
north of Settle and marks a change in the underlying geology from limestone to the north and east to 
Millstone Grit, Permian and Triassic sandstones, Westphalian, Stephanian and Lower Westphalian 
coal measures to the south and west, while limestone extends down into the valleys of Clapham and 
Austwick Becks.  The South Craven Fault also crosses the character area in the vicinity of Austwick 
and Clapham.  This change in underlying geology is reflected in a marked change landscape 
character and vegetation patterns between the transitional slopes and the adjacent uplands. 

The topography varies between gently graded undulating slopes to the north of Ingleton and steeper 
slopes to the south, and the flatter valley floor of lower Crummackdale.  Occasional drumlins occur on 
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these moorland slopes, creating the hummocky topography present around Thornton in Lonsdale.  
Limestone outcrops as scars at Clapdale on the slopes above Clapham.   

The slopes are drained by parallel springs flowing in a south westerly direction, interspersed 
occasionally by deeply incised v-shaped gills, such as the well wooded Clapham Beck which drains 
the side of Ingleborough, the much smaller wooded dry valley of Jonkin Beck to the south east of 
Ingleborough and the open glaciated u-shaped valley of lower Crummackdale.   

The undulating lush green and sometimes hummocky rounded form of the slopes are in marked 
contrast to the flat topped, steep edged form of the limestone uplands with their often prominent white 
scars and the summit of Ingleborough forming a backdrop to parts of the character area.  The 
character area is outward looking, the more elevated slopes allowing far reaching views across the 
Forest of Bowland area to the south and west.   

This is a neat, well-maintained landscape of small to medium sized improved pasture and silage 
fields, with occasional hay meadows.  The fields form a patchwork of rectangular and square shapes 
divided by sandstone, gritstone or limestone walls and clipped and overgrown hedges of thorn and 
elder.  In the Masongill area, the variation underlying in geology is reflected in the composition of the 
sandstone walls that have a pinky hue.  The pattern of fields extends onto the adjacent upland areas, 
the boundary of which is generally marked by a change in the form of these fields to large regular 
fields of the enclosure period although on Black Bank Side on the edge of Ingleborough, fields stop at 
the character area boundary.  In the Austwick area there is a pattern of long narrow strip fields of a 
medieval pattern.  Strip lynchets are a feature of the valley side to the west of both Austwick and 
Clapham.  Barns, some in a poor state of repair, are occasional features of the area. 

Within the area, woodland is generally sparse, and where it occurs is found in small plantations (of 
mixed woodland or conifers) concentrated on the lower slopes and within gills, around settlements 
and associated with the estates and parklands that occupy the area.  The most significant area of tree 
cover is found around the valley of Clapham Beck, where the natural deciduous woodland of the gill 
has been supplemented by extensive mixed plantings which surround the lake created by the 
damming of Clapham Beck and which form the backdrop to the sweeping areas of parkland of 
Ingleborough Hall and Clapham.  Smaller areas of woodland (with fine specimen trees) are 
associated with Austwick Hall, Masongill House and Mearbeck House.  Elsewhere the landscape can 
be quite open and tree cover occurs in small copses and as scattered specimens (mainly sycamore 
and ash) on the field boundaries. 

The principal settlements of the character area are Austwick and Clapham, each sited within valleys in 
beckside locations and each influenced by the character of their respective halls and parklands.  
Buildings in this area are generally of limestone rubble with either slate or stone slate roofs.  At 
Clapham, buildings are constructed in limestone rubble with large gritstone cornerstones.  Significant 
areas of modern development have occurred on the outskirts of Clapham, including garages and 
housing ranging from pebbledashed bungalows to modern gritstone and limestone rubble detached 
houses.  Smaller settlements include Masongill, Thornton in Lonsdale and the hamlets of Newby Cote 
and Westhouse.  Thornton in Lonsdale is centred on a gritstone church with an unusual spire of stone 
slates, and a white painted pub with a slate roof.   

The area is strongly influenced by the presence of roads, including the A65, which forms the National 
Park boundary in the northernmost and southernmost parts of the character area, and the B6480, the 
‘old road’ that forms the boundary to the character area between Ingleton and south of Clapham.  The 
B6255 road also runs up Crummackdale linking Austwick with Helwith Bridge in Ribblesdale.  Narrow 
walled minor lanes cross the character area linking hamlets and villages north of Ingleton.  Scattered 
farms, often with large farm sheds and some with silos, occur throughout the area. 

In addition to the main roads, minor detractors include the small disused quarry visible at Cote Haw 
near Newby Cote, post and wire fencing and overhead electricity lines. 
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30.  The Southern Dales Fringe 

  Key Characteristics 

 A transition landscape between limestone/gritstone uplands of Yorkshire Dales and lowland river 
valleys to south. 

 Distinctive, steeply rolling undulations including areas of drumlins set against the backdrop of 
elevated moorland.  The River Aire follows a winding course through the drumlin field. 

 Sense of prosperity with halls, parklands, large houses and large farms, the parklands having a 
strong influence on the landscape.  Scattered farms and hamlets constructed in gritstone and 
limestone. 

 Well treed with small plantations of deciduous and mixed woodland, including areas of ancient 
woodland.  Trees mark the line of rivers and streams.  Coniferous plantations on adjacent uplands 
contribute to well-wooded character. 

 Improved pasture fields enclosed by a mixture of gritstone walls, fences and hedges, with 
infrequent barns. 

 Quiet area that tends to be bypassed by visitors, except where the A65(T) forms the character 
area boundary. 

  Landscape Character 

The Southern Dales Fringe is a rolling transition landscape between the limestone and gritstone 
uplands and dales of the Yorkshire Dales and the lowlands in the areas of Lower Ribblesdale and 
Airedale to the south of the National Park.  The underlying geology of limestone is largely masked by 
the overlying boulder clays and glacial tills which have a more significant impact on the landscape.   

The character area adjoins the landscape type 11 identified in the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire 
as ‘Valley Floodplains’ comprising the character areas 11b ‘Long Preston Reaches’ and 11c ‘Aire 
Valley’; landscape type 5 identified as ‘Undulating Lowland Farmland’ comprising the character area 
5f ‘Lower Ribblesdale’; landscape type 13 identified as ‘Drumlin Fields’ comprising the character area 
13a ‘Gargrave Drumlin Field’. 

The landscape, which lies at elevations of between 100 and 200m AOD, falls gradually to the south 
and is one of distinctive steeply rolling undulations including areas of drumlins, small round or oval 
hills created by the erosion and deposition of glacial ice, set against the backdrop of elevated 
moorland including Calton Moor, Flasby Fell, the forested edge of Rylstone Fell and Scosthrop High 
Moor.  The more elevated parts of the area allow views out towards the lower land to the south and 
south west whilst within the lower lying parts of the area distant views to the south are limited by the 
undulating topography.  Throughout the area the moors to the north are a constant presence. 

The area is drained by the shallow and stony River Aire, which follows a winding course through 
drumlin fields in its lower reaches, by its tributary Winterburn Beck (which becomes Eshton Beck in its 
lower reaches) and by the becks flowing off the more elevated fells.  A small circular tarn, Eshton 
Tarn, is located within a plantation to the north west of Eshton. 

There is a sense of prosperity with a number of halls, parklands and large houses.  Farmsteads are 
frequently large with a number of outbuildings.  The parklands have a particularly strong influence on 
the landscape; Eshton Hall is associated with extensive mixed and deciduous woodland, and areas of 
parkland with fine specimen trees.  Roads in this area are enclosed by coped mortared stone walls 
and metal fences and railings and lined with an avenue of mature trees.  A further important area of 
parkland occurs in association with Newfield Hall. 

The area is generally well treed.  Woodlands occur in association with parklands and small mixed and 
deciduous plantations and copses likely to have been planted as game coverts are scattered across 
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the landscape.  Ancient woodland occurs at Thorlby Springs and Woomber Wood although 
supplemented by coniferous planting.  The coniferous plantations on the adjacent areas of upland, 
including Calton Moor and Flasby Fell, add to the well-wooded character of the lower lying areas.  
Woodlands also mark the line of rivers and streams, and trees mark hamlets and farmsteads.  
Scattered boundary trees occur throughout the area.  Principal species include sycamore, ash, elder, 
hawthorn, rose, blackthorn with beech and other species not native to the locality occurring within 
parkland areas. 

Farming is pastoral, with a high proportion of cattle.  The pastures are generally improved with many 
cut for silage, although hay meadows are scattered throughout the area.  The field pattern is a 
patchwork of open irregularly shaped medium sized fields although there are remnants of long narrow 
enclosures around settlements.  Fields are enclosed by a mixture of gritstone walls, fences and well-
developed hedges and this mixture, together with the complexity of the topography and amount of 
tree cover means that the boundary pattern is generally not an obvious feature of the landscape.   
Strip lynchets are visible on Middlesber Hill and within the parkland at Eshton.  Barns are infrequent. 

This is a quiet area; most roads bypass the area to the south although the busy A65 forms the 
southern boundary of the character area between Thorlby and Gargrave and passes through the 
character area again briefly at Long Preston and in this location it has a strong influence.  The winding 
minor road from Gargrave to Malham passes through the area often enclosed by high hedges and 
can be a busy through route for tourists at weekends.  Otherwise it is an area with few specific 
attractions for visitors, other than pubs and shops in Long Preston and the walking in the pleasant 
gentle landscape, although in this respect it tends to be overshadowed by the spectacular limestone 
scenery further north. 

The major settlements, with the exception of Long Preston which falls almost wholly within the 
National Park, tend to fall to the south of the National Park boundary on the A65 corridor, including 
Gargrave and Hellifield.  Otherwise, settlements are limited to scattered farms and hamlets, including 
Thorlby, Sturton, Eshton, Winterburn, Calton, Kirk Syke and Otterburn.  Settlements are constructed 
mainly in gritstone although in the north of the area limestone rubble with large gritstone cornerstones 
is more frequent.  New buildings where they occur have generally been constructed in a style that is 
in keeping with the local vernacular.   

Detractors, other than the A65 and its traffic as previously mentioned, are limited to the local effects of 
overhead electric lines, large farmsteads and silage towers.  The railway passes close to the southern 
boundary of the National Park between Bell Busk and Otterburn but is not a significant detractor. 
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Wharfedale and Littondale 

  Physical Influences 

The landscape of Wharfedale and Littondale is a combination of the result of physical influences and 
the influence of man.  The principal physical influences have been the nature of the underlying rocks, 
the influence of the Ice Age and the resultant thin, immature soils reflected in the nature of vegetation 
and agricultural practices found in the dale. 

The characteristic broad shape of the dale and overall smooth form has resulted from the various 
periods of glaciation, the last of which reached its peak 20,000 years ago during which time both the 
dales and fells were covered in ice.  As the climate became warmer, about 15,000 years ago, the 
melting of the valley glacier resulted in the formation a number of retreat moraines, such as those 
across the valley at Skirfare Bridge, Mill Scar Lash and Drebley, each of which may have resulted in 
the temporary formation of a glacial lake in the valley contributing to the very flat valley floor in parts of 
the dale.  Lakes also formed, overflowed and cut channels high in the side valleys creating the 
complex features still visible above Storiths.  At Conistone, a meltwater channel created a waterfall 
which retreated back into the hillside creating Dib Scar and below it the limestone gorge Conistone 
Dib, both now dry features as the water flows underground.   

Since the end of the Ice Age the action of the River Wharfe and its tributaries has created waterfalls, 
cut gorges, created river cliffs and deposited patches of sand and shingle on riversides.   

The geology of the dale is complex, but essentially comprises layers of rocks, mainly types of 
limestone, which have been exposed through the effects of glaciation, natural weathering, 
hydrological effects and the effects of the Mid Craven and North Craven faultlines and localised 
upthrusting of rocks such as the Skyreholme folds.   

The two main types of limestone are the Great Scar Limestone, a pure limestone about 180m thick, 
and the overlying rock which comprises a series of 4 or 5 thin bands of limestone intermixed with thin 
shales and occasional sandstones, known as Yoredales.  Both types of rock exert characteristic 
influences over the landscape, the first, a lighter coloured almost white rock, outcropping to form 
dramatic cliffs such as those at Kilnsey Crag (a spur of land truncated by the effects of glaciation) and, 
less prominently, at Grass Wood.  The Yoredales, slightly darker in appearance, exert the greatest 
influence, outcropping for miles along the section of Upper Wharfedale north of Kettlewell, along each 
side of Littondale and along Langstrothdale, creating a very characteristic stepped or terraced 
appearance.  

In addition to the cliffs and scars which are a prominent feature of the valley, Upper Wharfedale 
exhibits many other features associated with classic limestone scenery which occur less frequently or 
are on a smaller scale and thereby add both variety and detail to the overall unity of the landscape.  
These include gorges, as at Conistone, dry valleys, shakeholes, sinkholes, swallowholes and springs, 
together with caves and areas of limestone pavement, such as those above Conistone.  In addition to 
above ground landscape, an underground landscape of passages, caves, pools and streams, 
waterfalls, stalactites and stalagmites has developed as a result of dissolution by water percolating 
through limestone.  This extensive underground scenery is best represented at caves such as Dow 
Cave, Kettlewell and Boreham Cave, Littondale.   

Boulders, carried by the ice, have been left strewn about hillsides and in the valley bottom and are 
often of a different rock type to that underlying (hence known as erratics).  Pieces of non-local stone 
carried by the ice can often be found within drystone walls.   

Further complexity is added by the Skyreholme Folds, an anticline that has thrust limestone to the 
surface visible as a darker limestone at Loup Scar and Trollers Gill, and the mineral veins which have 
resulted in the past development of orefields at Grassington Moor, Greenhow Hill, Appletreewick and 
the fells above Conistone and Buckden.   

Along the Mid and North Craven Faultlines which cross the dale in an east to west direction between 
Grassington and Burnsall, the underlying rock changes abruptly from mostly limestones to the north to 
thick layers of shales to the south and this is reflected in the complex undulating topography and 
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vegetation changes that occur across the faultline.  Lying near the faultline on its southern side is a 
line of green dome shaped hills known as reef knolls (eg the two Kail Hills, Stebden and Elbolton).  
The knolls comprise conical mounds of pure limestone which 330 million years ago formed part of a 
seabed reef and were eventually buried in mud, which has since eroded leaving the knolls exposed 
as features within the valley floor and on the valley sides.  These features represent the national 
classic example of their type and are of great importance to the study of Lower Carboniferous 
carbonate environments and are essential for the understanding of reef communities and their 
paleoecology, having great potential for future research.   

The underlying geology of Mid Wharfedale comprises mainly sandstones and shales of the Millstone 
grit series, which extend over the majority of the valley floor and on moor tops at Barden Fell and 
Barden Moor.  The rock is a course yellow brown sandstone which is seen outcropping as rock stacks 
on the moor tops, eg at Simons Seat.  Bowland Shales can be seen outcropping by the river at Bolton 
Abbey and near Bolton Bridge.  Complexity is added by the Skipton anticline that has thrust 
underlying limestone to the surface, visible above and below the Cavendish Pavilion, upstream of 
Bolton Abbey. 

Soils that have developed on the upper valley sides in this area are peaty and acid, and fairly infertile, 
supporting a limited range of plant species including heather, cotton grass, bilberry and bracken and 
plantations of coniferous trees.  On the valley floor and lower valley sides soils formed by the effects 
of fluvial and glacial deposition are richer and support grazing by cattle and sheep and have allowed 
the development of mixed broadleaved woodland.   

  Historical and Cultural Influences 

Before the arrival of man, Wharfedale and Littondale were densely wooded with oak, elm and elder, 
ash woods on limestone and woodlands of hazel and birch on higher ground. 

The earliest settlers forged routeways and made their settlements on the higher ground.  Iron Age 
fields and hut circles are frequent on higher ground, the Grassington and Kettlewell areas being the 
most populated parts of the dale during the Iron Age.   

The Romans left their mark on the dale with a road forged through Wharfedale over Stake Moss to 
Bainbridge in Wensleydale.  In AD74 the Romans subdued the Brigantes of the area who resisted by 
building the wall of Tor Dike above Kettlewell and the stone Fort Gregory in Grass Wood, defending 
areas to the north and west. 

The Romans mined lead at Greenhow, and left by AD410 leaving some of the Romano-Britons who 
settled in the dale and cleared valley floor areas.  The Celtic kingdom of Craven was established and 
in AD620 the Celts were joined by the Angles, lowland farmers who instigated further clearances and 
new farming methods.  These early settlers had an important influence on the form of settlements that 
are seen in the dale today.  Animals were kept in safety surrounded by houses, the origin of the 
compact form of settlement around a village green that is common in Upper Wharfedale and 
Littondale e.g. at Arncliffe, Linton, Conistone and Thorpe.  The Danes, also lowland farmers, came 
mainly to the lower dales, causing destruction to many early settlements before settling at Burnsall 
and Thorpe and merging with the Angles.   

In the 10
th
 century, the Vikings established individual farmsteads for sheep farming on the unoccupied 

land at the head of the dale at Cray, Kirk Gill, Raisgill, Yockenthwaite and Beckermonds and 
contributed significantly to the language of the dales.  Viking settlements differed from the lowland 
Anglian settlements in that they were very scattered, mainly individual farms but also hamlets that 
instead of being grouped were spread out along the dale side.  Extensive estates were in place at this 
time including Bolton in Craven, the estate of the Saxon Earl Edwin, which extended as far as 
Skipton, Hellifield and Malham.  After the Norman invasion in 1066, the estate passed to Robert 
Romilly, who moved the manor house from Bolton to Skipton.  Hunting forests were established for 
the new Norman lords such as the Romillys and the Percys at Kilnsey, Langstrothdale and Littondale.   

Perhaps the biggest influence on the landscape of Wharfedale and Littondale came with the growth 
and power of the monasteries.  In 1155 Alice de Romilly gave land for the founding of Bolton Priory 
and donated hunting land at Kilnsey to Fountains Abbey, 40km to the east.  Bolton Priory came to 
own extensive lands with property far beyond Wharfedale, developing a vast sheep farming 
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enterprise, with drove roads and many farms and granges, contributing in time to the removal of trees 
from upland areas through grazing pressure.  The monasteries created a market for grain, meat, 
linen, boots and shoes, and Grassington and Kettlewell thrived as trading centres.  Many new roads 
and trackways were established across the dale as monastic trade grew between Ribblesdale and 
Wensleydale, e.g., Mastiles Lane connecting Kilnsey with Malham and the Lake District and the 
Monks Road though Arncliffe.   

The dissolution of Bolton Priory came in 1539 and wealth and power were handed over to new 
landowners with the establishment of large private estates.  Bolton was sold to Henry Clifford, the last 
descendant of this family marrying the fourth Duke of Devonshire in 1748.  The Devonshire estate has 
exerted a considerable influence over the landscape of the lower dale up to the present day.   

In the late medieval period the system of lynchets developed that are still visible in the present day 
landscape as a series of grassy terraced steps down the valley side.  Ploughing was undertaken at 
right angles to the slope and allowed the soil to be turned down the slope, reinforced by the placing of 
stones on the edge of the ploughed strip.  These are visible in many parts of the upper reaches of the 
dale including Thorpe Fell side, between Kettlewell and Starbotton and in Littondale.  Crops grown 
included oats, barley, hemp and flax.   

Some of the present drystone walls date from the 16
th
/early 17

th
 century.  Such walls usually enclose 

irregularly shaped fields and are often sited close to villages.  The main enclosure period came in the 
late 18

th
 century and early 19

th
 century and is evidenced by straighter, more geometrically shaped 

fields. 

Over the centuries, the higher slopes to the sides of the dale have played host to a range of small-
scale industrial uses such as lime burning, quarrying, peat cutting and lead mining, all of which have 
left their mark on the landscape.  Quarrying has increased considerably in the 20

th
 century, the 

limestone quarry at Swinden to the edge of the Craven Fault character area being the largest and 
most visible, making use of the former Yorkshire Dales Railway from Skipton to Grassington.  Other 
quarries at Skirethorns and Kilnsey are more hidden from view.   

Wharfedale has attracted the attention of many writers and artists.  Bolton Abbey in its riverside 
setting has been the subject of works by Turner, Landseer and Girtin. 

Wharfedale is well sited for tourism being within an easy drive of the conurbations of West Yorkshire.  
The infrastructure required for tourism and recreation has a subtle but discernible influence on the 
landscape and tends to be concentrated in the lower reaches of the dale.  Focal points for visitors are 
the villages, many of which have attractive pubs and teashops.  Grassington represents the main 
centre for the tourist trade, housing the National Park Centre, the Wharfedale Folk Museum and a 
variety of shops, pubs and cafes.  Other important attractions include those of the Devonshire Estate 
including Bolton Abbey, Barden Tower and the Strid; Parcevall Hall gardens; Long Ashes Leisure 
Centre at Threshfield and the fish farm at Kilnsey.   

Walking is probably the most popular activity within the dale.  The Dales Way, a 117km long distance 
footpath from Ilkley to Bowness-in–Windermere, runs the length of the dale within the National Park 
and the Yorkshire Dales Cycleway runs up the dale on minor roads before diverting to the east from 
Kettlewell into Coverdale.  Camping and caravanning is well provided for within the dale, the majority 
of sites being well positioned and carefully screened with a limited influence on the landscape.  Other 
popular activities include riding, mountain biking angling and rock climbing.   

  Buildings and Settlement 

Settlements in Langstrothdale are dispersed as isolated hamlets, sited near gills or on the hillside, 
reflecting their origins as Norse settlements.  The Vikings had a tradition of hill farming and did not 
form clustered settlements like those of the Angles and Danes further south in the dale.  
Langstrothdale, which now seems wild and isolated, was once far more populated and was on the 
main cross-country route between Lancaster and Newcastle.   

Many settlements in Upper Wharfedale and Littondale are sited on the flatter land deposited by the 
river’s tributaries at the point where they join the River Wharfe eg Buckden, Starbotton, Arncliffe, 
Kettlewell and Conistone.  Stone to construct these settlements was largely supplied by the quarries 
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of Burnsall and Thorpe Fell, where Millstone Grit was worked.  The settlements were all associated 
with river crossing points and the bridges are important features of the settlements and the dale as a 
whole.  The bridges often make use of massive stones supplied by these quarries for parapets and 
copings.   

Settlements in the Craven Fault area include Grassington, a market and mining centre, Threshfield, a 
village formerly supported by the mining of coal on the moors to the west; Hebden, a lead mining 
village, and Linton, the site of a mill used for the production of wool, cotton and artificial silk.   

Grassington is now the largest village in the dale and focal point for visitors to the dale.  It is centred 
on a small cobbled market place and has a complex pattern of alleys and lanes.  Ancient mining sites 
on Grassington Moor were expanded when miners were brought from Derbyshire during the reign of 
James I.  Yarnbury on Grassington Moor was the focus of the lead mining industry.  In the nineteenth 
century the mines were developed extensively by the Dukes of Devonshire before being closed 
towards the end of the century.  In 1902 Grassington was linked to Skipton by the Yorkshire Dales 
Railway, which closed in 1930. 

Due to the historic domination of estates since Saxon times, settlements in Mid Wharfedale are limited 
to those that grew up around the focal points of the estates.  The Devonshire estate is centred upon 
Bolton Priory and its associated church, hall and ducal lodge, group of cottages in the estate style and 
tithe barn.  The abbey is enclosed by high walls from the roadside through which an arch allows 
access and views of the priory set on the flat land associated with a broad bend in the River Wharfe.  
Many of the estate farms eg Park Farm, Stank Farm and the Arches are constructed in the estate 
style.  Park House stands at the foot of what was once the estate deer park.   

The building of stone farmhouses began in about 1600, replacing wattle and daub and thatch so that 
most buildings in Upper Wharfedale date from this period.  Good examples of the typical dales 
farmhouse can be seen in the upper parts of Wharfedale and Littondale, where the farmhouse is long 
and narrow in plan, the living quarters having a connecting door through to the animals, under one 
low flagstone roof.  The farmhouses had stone mullions between the windowpanes and often a dated 
stone lintel above the door.  Many fine halls and manor houses also date from this period, including 
Low Hall and New Hall at Appletreewick  

Scattered field barns are important features in the landscape of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale in 
particular, many of which were built in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and were an integral 
part of the pattern of subsistence farming that occurred throughout the dales.  The barns housed 
several cows in the winter that were fed on the hay stored in the loft.  The barns (or laithes) were of a 
standard plan and have stone flagged roofs, although older examples with steeper pitched roofs were 
thatched with ling.  Lower down the dale, below Grassington, field barns are less frequent.  

  Land Cover 

Wharfedale includes a wide variety of habitats that support a wide range of plant and birdlife.   
Habitats include broadleaved woodland of sessile oak and birch with planted beech, sycamore and 
conifers, particularly in the lower part of the dale; birch woodland; ash woodland; limestone pastures 
and scars; haymeadows; coniferous plantations; limestone pavement; heather moorland; bracken and 
rough grassland. Upper Wharfedale, Littondale, Langstrothdale and the northern part of the 
Wharfedale Craven Fault Area are included in the Pennine Dales Environmentally Sensitive Area.   

Woodland, although not extensive in the dale, is a key feature of the steeper valley sides, particularly 
in combination with the outcropping rock scars.  They are also found along the valley bottom by the 
riverside and in association with steep gills on the valley sides.  Many of these woodlands are of 
ancient origin as they occur in steeper areas that have never been suitable for farming.  Woodlands 
are more prevalent in the lower part of the dale below Appletreewick.  In the medieval period, woods 
would have been more extensive and woodland formed part of the commons and wastes of their 
respective townships where there was a right to wood and pasturage.  Much of the woodland was lost 
to indiscriminate cutting in the latter half of the 17

th
 century.  In the present day woods are often 

affected by undergrazing by stock, where boundary walls are collapsed allowing the ingress of sheep 
posing a threat to the future of the remaining woodlands in the absence of management.  The loss of 
elm, which was a significant species in the dale, has contributed to the openness of woodland.   



  118 

Strid Wood is the largest area of acidic oak woodland within the National Park and also contains the 
best remnant of acidic oak wood – pasture within the Dales.  The second largest concentration of 
ancient woodlands within the park occurs in Upper Wharfedale.  The largest ash wood within the dale 
is Grass Wood sited on the scars and pavements associated with outcropping great scar limestone 
and is a nature reserve managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.  Although ancient woodland it has 
been planted with beech, sycamore and conifers and its principal interest is in its diverse ancient 
woodland groundflora.  Bastow Wood is an important example of ash-hazel wood pasture of which 
only two examples occur within the National Park.   

In addition to woodlands, there is scattered tree cover in association with field boundaries, along 
riverbanks and associated with settlements.   

Coniferous plantations have occurred within the upper parts of the dale generally on a piecemeal 
basis (although a very extensive plantation occurs at Langstrothdale Chase) and detract from the 
character of the dale, particularly within limestone areas.  Within Mid Wharfedale, medium sized 
plantations occur on valley sides and appear less of an alien feature within the darker gritstone 
landscape.   

Haymeadows are an important habitat within the dale and are declining in favour of improved pasture 
through pressure on agricultural practices.  They are particularly prevalent in Upper Wharfedale 
between Kettlewell and Buckden where there is an almost unbroken pattern within the valley floor.  
Within Langstrothdale, Littondale and below Kettlewell the distribution is more localised, close to 
settlements; below Appletreewick haymeadows are infrequent.  A number of important examples are 
designated as SSSIs, some of the best examples being found at Kettlewell Meadows.   

Unimproved limestone grasslands occur in certain areas particularly good examples being found at 
Conistone Old Pasture and Malham-Arncliffe Cool pasture.   

Moorland vegetation types are generally found within neighbouring upland character areas although 
occasionally bracken, rough grassland and upland heath extend down the valley sides into the valley 
character areas.  These vegetation types are more prevalent in the dale head areas.   

Limestone pavements and scars are particularly prevalent in Upper Wharfedale and Littondale to the 
south of Kettlewell and Arncliffe with smaller outcroppings occurring further north.  Many of the 
limestone pavements receive special protection in the form of Limestone Pavement Orders and the 
best examples are included within Special Areas of Conservation.  Scars are often also designated 
particularly where they occur in combination with ancient woodlands or wood-pasture, as at Skoska 
Wood and Hawkswick Wood.   
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  Wharfedale and Littondale Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Langstrothdale Oughtershaw and 
Beckermonds to Hubberholme 
and Cray 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Upper Wharfedale and 
Littondale  

Hubberholme and Cray, 
(Wharfedale) and North of 
Foxup (Littondale) to North of 
Grass Wood 

Limestone Dale with Ancient 
Woodland (VLA) 

Wharfedale-Craven Fault Area North of Grass Wood to 
Appletreewick 

Poorly Drained Dale with 
Ancient Woodland (VPA) 

Mid Wharfedale Appletreewick to National Park 
boundary 
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31.  Langstrothdale 

  Key Characteristics  

 Elevated winding steeply sloping v-shaped limestone dale, forming the wilder, higher reaches of 
Upper Wharfedale. 

 Stepped rock outcrops dominate the dale sides in lower reaches, accompanied by distinctive 
bands of ancient woodland following line of contours. 

 Pockets of limestone pavement present in upper reaches.   

 Frequent loose rock and scattered boulders on moorland and rough grassland. 

 River is shallow, fast flowing with a platformed rocky bed, waterfalls and smooth grassy banks 
and forms a focal point of the dale. 

 Frequent stream valleys on southern dale side give an undulating, indented appearance. 

 Trees follow the course of the river and tributaries and mark settlements, tree cover reducing with 
dale elevation. 

 Extensive dark coniferous plantation at Langstrothdale Chase impinges upon character of upper 
reaches; other parts of dale affected by occasional exotic conifer plantings. 

 Traditional unspoilt outward-looking hamlets near the river or tributaries on south-facing dale side. 

 In the upper reaches walled sloping dale side pastures and moorland are interspersed with 
pockets of hay meadows, particularly around hamlets, and occasional field barns, giving way to 
flatter, walled valley-bottom meadows in the lower reaches.   

 Moorland vegetation, including rough pasture, is increasingly dominant at higher elevations, 
extending down to the riverside in places. 

 Sense of enclosure in lower reaches; increasingly open, remote and untouched character in 
upper reaches. 

  Landscape Character 

An elevated winding steeply sloping v-shaped limestone dale forming the wilder, higher reaches of 
upper Wharfedale.  Walled sloping dale side pastures and hay meadows grazed by Swaledale sheep 
alternate with areas of moorland vegetation (including rough grass and bracken) extending down the 
dale sides.  The valley becomes increasingly wild, remote, open and exposed towards its upper 
reaches with moorland vegetation types becoming dominant.   

Banded rock outcrops are a feature of the dale sides within the lower reaches; in the upper reaches 
rock outcrops are frequent but more irregular in pattern and areas of rough grassland and moorland 
vegetation are strewn with boulders and loose rock, with caves, pot holes and pockets of limestone 
pavement present but not obvious features from within the valley.   

The fast flowing river forms the focal point of the dale, nearly always in view from the dale sides.  The 
river has smooth grassy banks in places, to which trees cling, their roots exposed and undercut by the 
actions of water; a stepped and platformed rocky bed; shallow pools; small waterfalls; occasional 
steep and rocky banks and small scale historic bridges. 

Frequent stream gullies on the dale sides give an irregular undulating indented shape to the southern 
dale slopes in particular.  In some areas stream beds form a distinctive stepped appearance as they 
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cross the rock bands; in others, stream beds have been scoured by the actions of water exposing 
rocky beds.   

Ancient woodland dominated by ash, hazel and hawthorn clings to the banded rocky outcrops of the 
steep northern upper dale sides in the lower reaches of the dale below Yockenthwaite; smaller areas 
of woodland exist to west of Deepdale.  In the lower reaches hawthorn are scattered amongst areas 
of rough pasture and bracken but the upper reaches are generally more open although trees often 
line the river banks (eg below Oughtershaw) and mark the presence of hamlets and scattered farms.   

Occasional plantings of Scots pine and exotic conifers are at odds with the character of the dale.  
Extensive and blocky plantations of coniferous trees in the area of Langstrothdale Chase to the west 
of the upper valley reaches are uncharacteristic in the context of the otherwise wild open landscape of 
the surrounding moors and fells. 

The minor road through the dale follows the line of the river very closely particularly in its upper 
reaches, separated from the river by a few yards of open grazing land.  Occasional tracks wind up the 
dale sides from the road to the moor tops.  A few small traditional hamlets sited facing out across the 
dale mostly on lower south facing dale sides have their buildings aligned with the contours, 
sometimes echoing the alignment of rock banding on upper valley slopes.   

Most buildings within the dale are of 16
th
 and 17

th
 century origin and are constructed in mixed stone 

types; there is little visual evidence of gentrification of property or conversion to holiday cottages, 
giving the dale an untouched and remote feel and an impression of ‘time stood still’ that is absent in 
other parts of Wharfedale.  Electricity poles and vehicles are the only visual evidence of modern life.  
Other features such as the stone circle at Yockenthwaite and limekilns reinforce the strong historic 
character of the dale.   

Low drystone walls, often falling into disrepair, enclose narrow pasture strips on the dale sides where 
the valley widens; elsewhere there is little or no enclosure and open moorland, rough grassland or 
bracken extend into the valley across the road and down to the river.  As walled pastures are 
occasional features, their pattern is less marked than it is elsewhere in Wharfedale.  Barns, 
occasionally falling into disrepair, are scattered within these walled pastures and are occasional 
features in the lower reaches of the dale although more frequent above Deepdale.  In limited areas 
post and wire fences replace walls.   



  122 

32.  Upper Wharfedale and Littondale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Relatively straight classic u-shaped glaciated dale over limestone, with steep wooded sides 
enclosing the broad, largely open flat valley floor with gently sweeping lower valley sides, 
contrasting with the open topland and allotments and limestone pavements above.   

 Stepped and banded pattern of rock outcrops dominate upper slopes (particularly marked south 
of Kettlewell and Arncliffe) within adjacent open toplands or associated with dale side ancient 
woodlands.   

 Small steep sided and often wooded tributary valleys and numerous small rocky gills, creating a 
notched pattern to the valley side and near horizon line, the gills crossing the stepped rock bands 
in a series of small waterfalls. 

 Larger tributary valleys are infrequent hence the form of the dale maintains a strong definition 
over stretches of several kilometres, enhancing its sense of place. 

 The shallow river meanders across the farmed valley floor, its course marked by well-treed banks, 
the river disappearing below ground for much of the year north of Litton to expose a dry rocky 
bed.   

 Strong and distinctive patterns of field barns and drystone walls constructed largely in limestone 
enclose pasture and hay meadows with occasional field boundary trees. 

 Hay meadows that abound with wildflowers in summer are almost continuous to the north of 
Kettlewell and concentrated near settlements south of Kettlewell and within Littondale. 

 Traditional well-treed mainly gritstone nucleated villages often sited where tributaries meet the 
river on lower south west facing slopes are unified in their form, colour and siting and often 
appear in complete harmony with their landscape setting, making them very sensitive to 
occasional inappropriate development.   

 Small pockets of dark coniferous planting weaken character and contrast with the light colours of 
the landscape. 

 Extensive limestone pavements are a feature of the mid and upper valley sides and adjacent 
toplands particularly to the south of Kettlewell and Arncliffe.  Presence of other features typical of 
limestone scenery add local interest including limestone gorges, limestone cliffs and the truncated 
spur at Kilnsey Crag, a landmark within the dale. 

 Moorland vegetation runs down into valley in certain areas, particularly upper Littondale.   

 Sense of enclosure and unity created by the valley form, colour and the pattern of elements 
diminishes towards upper Littondale, where moorland vegetation becomes increasingly dominant.   

  Landscape Character 

Upper Wharfedale and Littondale are steep sided, flat bottomed and relatively straight classic u-
shaped glaciated dales overlying limestone bedrock.  Their dale sides steepen towards the upper 
slopes and are frequently characterised by stepped rocky outcrops running parallel with the contours 
both within the dale and within the adjacent topland areas.  The form of the dales, the colour contrast 
of the light limestone walls seen against the greens of the meadows and pastures, the unity created 
by the pattern of rock outcrops, dale side woodlands, settlements, drystone walls and barns, 
represent a classic example of Dales landscape. 
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Numerous small rocky gills run down the steep dale sides, creating a notched pattern to the slope and 
near horizon line, the gills crossing the stepped rock bands in a series of small waterfalls.  Larger v-
shaped tributary valleys are less frequent than in the lower reaches of the dale with the result that the 
form of the dale maintains a strong definition over stretches of several kilometres, enhancing its sense 
of place.  Although the dale sides create a degree of enclosure, the relatively straight form of the dale 
allows long views along the dale and up side valleys to distant moor tops.  Where side valleys occur 
they have the effect of opening out the views and increasing the width of the valley floor area. 

The river meanders across a generally very flat and open valley floor of walled pastures (grazed by 
Swaledale sheep and cattle) and hay meadows that abound with wildflowers in summer.  Meadows 
are particularly prevalent in Upper Wharfedale occurring almost continuously above Kettlewell but with 
a more broken pattern in Littondale.  Localised variations in valley floor topography occur where 
glacial retreat moraines have left mounds of clay and rock debris across the floor, examples being 
found at Skirfare Bridge and Mill Scar Lash.  Small incursions of bracken, rough grassland and grass 
moor vegetation occur on the dale sides.  The upper rocky dale sides are wooded and, outside the 
character area boundary, the toplands and allotments comprise large rectilinear walled enclosures of 
rough grazing, grass moor and areas of limestone pavement with some upland heath on highest 
areas.  These toplands are visible from the valley floor and influence the dale character, however they 
do not dominate the dale in the way that the moorlands do in the lower reaches of Wharfedale.   

Tree cover is concentrated on the steeper dale sides and often occurs in association with banded 
rock outcrops.  Grazing by sheep in some of these dale side wooded areas has reduced tree cover 
leaving a spotted effect of trees amongst grassland, although on steeper areas less suited to grazing 
trees have survived better.  Woodlands are generally of indigenous deciduous trees although small-
scale inappropriate plantings of conifers such as pine and larch have been undertaken (for both 
ornamental and commercial purpose) and these have contributed to an erosion of valley character.  
This type of planting is particularly prevalent in Upper Wharfedale where planting has been carried out 
as part of an arboretum above Starbotton.  Similar planting has occurred round Scargill house south 
of Kettlewell.  Scattered trees also occur on field boundaries within the valley floor and trees mark the 
course of the river and the position of settlements.  A few hedges occur; although where they exist 
they tend to be overgrown and gappy at the bottom and in need of management. 

There is evidence that some tree planting has taken place in the valley within dale side woodlands 
and beside the river north of Starbotton.  There is little evidence of replacement of field trees.  
Roadside tree management has taken place in this and other parts of the dale and has been 
overzealous with little regard to tree form.   

Settlements are concentrated on the dale floor or lower dale sides (particularly where these face 
south west) frequently at the point where a tributary enters the main river.  Settlements are often 
grouped about a small green and are constructed mainly in Gritstone with stone flagged roofs, 
although limestone is commonly used for less important buildings.  Many of the buildings within these 
settlements are of 16

th
 and 17

th
 century origin and nearly every settlement is associated with a historic 

bridge.  The settlements of the dale are unified in their form, colour and siting and often appear in 
complete harmony with their landscape setting; as a result these settlements are extremely sensitive 
to inappropriate development.  Where development on the edge of settlements (or within open 
countryside) is inappropriately designed, sited or laid out it exerts a detrimental influence out of all 
proportion to the size of the development (eg modern expansion of Kettlewell and suburban style 
houses within open countryside south of Kettlewell).  Within Littondale, while there has been little 
modern development, there has been significant conversion of farm buildings and modernisation of 
property, which has restored buildings that may have otherwise fallen into disrepair, benefiting the 
wider valley scene, although the frequent use of dark unpainted hardwood for windows and doors 
affects the detail of settlement character.   

Roads within the dales are relatively straight and tend to follow the lower dale sides, a B road and a 
minor road paralleling each other on either side of the river up Littondale as far as Arncliffe and up 
Wharfedale as far as Kettlewell.  Thereafter a road follows one dale side only.  Minor roads, including 
old drove roads, monastic roads, market roads and mineral roads run up the side valleys linking to 
other dales and tracks run up the steep dale sides.   

The strong and distinctive pattern of drystone walls and associated field barns are a key feature of 
Upper Wharfedale and Littondale.  Field shapes are a mixture regularly shaped fields of the enclosure 
period and areas of narrow strip fields of medieval origin often close to settlements.  These earlier 
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fields are particularly well represented at Kettlewell, Starbotton and Buckden where the field pattern 
exerts a marked effect on landscape character and tends to cross the direction of slope emphasising 
its cross-sectional form when viewed from the valley floor.  Occasionally long narrow fields follow the 
contours emphasising the horizontal form of the slope and elsewhere strip lynchets running along the 
line of slope create a pattern of light and shade up the dale side.  Ridge and furrow is noticeable in 
some areas.  A significant area of coaxial field systems exists to the north of Conistone creating 
unique pattern to this part of the dale; smaller areas of this pattern exist at Litton.  Occasionally the 
mostly limestone walls have fallen into disrepair and there are either gaps in the pattern or piles of 
rubble where walls have once been.  In some areas, particularly north of Starbotton, walls have give 
over to post and wire fences with a significant effect on dale character.   

Field barns become more frequent moving north up the valley and have occasionally been extended 
with other materials such as timber or corrugated iron.  In certain areas eg north of Starbotton 
drainage is impeded and fields within the dale bottom include areas of wetland vegetation resulting in 
local variation to the simple pattern of pastures and walls towards a more complex and natural 
character.   

Classic features associated with limestone scenery are present providing additional interest and 
variety where they occur eg limestone pavements, limestone gorges, limestone cliffs, shakeholes, 
swallowholes and dry valleys.  Many of these features are present above Conistone.  A focal point of 
the dale is the prominent outcrop of great scar limestone that occurs at Kilnsey Crag. 

Features that detract from landscape character, in addition to those already mentioned, include 
electricity poles, caravan parks and the mast at Conistone Dib.  Quarries are present but are relatively 
well hidden from view.    

Historic Parklands occur in association with Buckden Hall and Chapel House, south of Kilnsey.  Large 
areas of the western side of Upper Wharfedale including the village of Cray are in the ownership of 
the National Trust.   

Littondale Head 

Littondale Head exhibits landscape features that are similar but less pronounced than those occurring 
at lower elevations.  The dale head is shallower and more open than the lower dale, the flat valley 
floor gradually narrowing to become a v-shaped valley north of Foxup.  The valley of Pen-y-ghent Gill, 
which joins the dale from the south, allows views up the gill towards Pen-y-ghent contributing to this 
sense of openness.  Rocky outcrops are less significant and dale sides are smoother and largely 
unwooded, with a less marked transition to the moor topland areas.  For much of the year the river 
disappears below ground leaving a dry platformed rocky bed.  Tree cover on the valley floor is less 
frequent contributing to the sense of openness.  Plantings of larch appear inappropriate and are 
prominent as a result.   

Traditional hamlets including Foxup, Halton Gill and Nether Hesleden are situated on or close to river 
crossing points.  Walls and barns remain important features of the valley scene but decrease in 
prominence towards the dale head.  Moving up the dale the open moorland becomes increasingly 
dominant, the moorland allotments extending down as far as the River Skirfare north of Halton Gill.   
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33.  Wharfedale-Craven Fault Area 

  Key Characteristics 

 Winding, broad glaciated dale with complex topography and underlying geology; valley form is 
undefined and lacks unity. 

 Sense of openness and light (in comparison to Mid Wharfedale) resulting from breadth of valley; 
the influence of limestone in wall building and vegetation cover; the lower height of enclosing 
uplands and reducing influence of dark gritstone moors. 

 Distinctive nationally important conical grass hills (limestone reef knolls) interspersed with a 
marked pattern of strip lynchets contribute to a unique landscape on Thorpe Fell sides.   

 Thorpe Fell side is strongly textured by the pattern of unwooded gills; on the eastern dale side 
trees line well-developed rocky gills.   

 The river, often hidden from view, alternates between cutting a deep course fringed by cliffs and 
steep wooded banks and meandering across a broad open floodplain.    

 Traditional nucleated gritstone villages, centred on the river, its tributaries and bridging points are 
marred in places by suburban style expansion. 

 The varied pattern of predominately limestone walls is diluted in many cases by the complexity of 
the topography; barns are occasional features. 

 Visitor facilities including campsites and car parks and occasional inappropriate development 
within open countryside, including suburban style houses, masts, former railway structures and 
electricity poles, detract from character.   

 Woodlands are more prevalent moving north with a significant area of woodland at Grass Wood; 
occasional small enclosed copses occur in field corners where trees grow together into a 
characteristic domed shape. 

 Dark coniferous plantations and exotic conifers planted in association with properties detract.    

 Hay meadows are scattered on the valley floor and sides particularly in the Grassington area. 

 Quarries are significant detractors within this part of the dale.   

 Limestone pavements occur in the north of the character area, particularly within and above 
Grass Wood and on the edge of Malham Moor. 

  Landscape Character 

The change in underlying geology between Upper Wharfedale, the Craven Fault Area and Mid 
Wharfedale is reflected by a marked change in the visual characteristics of the dale.  A degree of 
complexity is added to the valley shape by the presence the Craven fault between Grassington and 
Burnsall.  The underlying geology has led to the formation of a variety of topographical features in the 
faultline area with the result that the valley is undefined and lacks the unity found further north and 
south within the dale. 

The breadth of the dale in this area together with the lower height of the surrounding upland and 
reducing influence of the dark gritstone moors to the south gives a broad, open and gentle feel to this 
part of Wharfedale.  This sense of openness is reinforced as one moves north from Mid Wharfedale 
by the lightening in the colour of the landscape as the influence of limestone becomes apparent in the 
walls and where bedrock is exposed, contrasting with the darker colours of the gritstone landscape 
further south.  Where the dale sides are lower many of the near horizons are a continuation of the 
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pastures and walls that dominate the dale floors and the dale sides and the transition to moorland is 
not always visible from the valley floor. 

Dale sides are complex and undulating and their overall form is interrupted by a series of limestone 
reef knolls, conical grass hills that are striking in their simplicity of form and in their absence of 
vegetation.  The knolls are concentrated on the side of Thorpe Fell at Kail Hill, Stebden and Elbolton 
but are also found to the east of the river at a second Kail Hill.  On Thorpe Fell side to the west the 
knolls are interspersed by strip lynchets and drystone walls often following the line of contours and 
creating a pattern of light and shade on the hillside.  This landscape is dotted with copses of trees that 
interrupt its line and pattern but contribute to its visual qualities.  The upper fell sides are strongly 
textured by gills that are given emphasis by the pattern of vegetation that reflects the variation in 
slope, aspect and drainage.  Small areas of rough pasture and bracken extend down the fell sides 
into the dale.  By contrast the character of the eastern dale side has been significantly weakened in 
places by the presence of inappropriate development, coniferous trees and a mast structure.   

The river cuts a deep course through parts of the faultline area, fringed by steep wooded banks and 
occasional riverside cliffs.  In places the river is not visible from the broader dale sides and is marked 
only by the line of trees that follow its course.  Trees also mark the line of the well-developed rocky 
gills on the eastern dale side.  Hay meadows are a feature to the north and south of Grassington in 
particular and in other localised areas.  A waterfall occurs at Linton where the river crosses the 
faultline.  To the south of Burnsall the river meanders across a flat floodplain bounded by shingle 
‘beaches’ and in these areas it forms a focal point of the dale.  

Broadleaved woodlands become more common moving north up the dale, with an abundance of 
small woodlands occurring on the dale side in the Skirethorns area and the most sizeable woodland 
of the dale, Grass Wood, sited on a promontory of land extending from the eastern dale side to the 
north of Grassington.  Occasional small enclosed copses occur in field corners where trees grow 
together into a characteristic domed shape when viewed against the hillside.  Collapse of walls that 
often surround areas of woodland and copses has lead to grazing by sheep in some wooded areas 
and has reduced or eliminated natural regeneration; such grazing poses a significant threat to the 
future of the woodlands.  Small pockets of coniferous plantings occur, often in association with 
property, and have a detrimental effect on valley character.  Otherwise the landscape is relatively 
open and trees, frequently ash, are scattered on field boundaries and also on the reef knoll Kail Hill to 
the east of the river.  A few hedges occur, although where they exist they tend to be overgrown and 
gappy at the bottom and in need of management.   

Nucleated settlements constructed in gritstone are scattered throughout the valley and are centred 
around the river, its bridging points and tributaries.  Inappropriate suburban style residential and 
commercial development can be seen on the edges of many of these settlements eg at 
Grassington/Threshfield and at Hebden (where such development is far more limited) and within the 
open countryside; this has contributed significantly to the erosion of the character of this part of the 
dale.  In particular, painted and red tiled houses of mostly inter-war origin stand out on the hillside.  
Settlements and farms are generally well-treed but are sometimes marked by the presence of exotic 
coniferous species that locally detract from landscape character.   

Facilities provided for the many visitors to this part of the dale including campsites and parking on the 
edges of settlements have an important visual impact, particularly on summer weekends and in main 
holiday periods.  Farmers’ fields beside the river at Burnsall are turned into car parks during such 
periods with significant effect on the valley.  Long Ashes Caravan Site also provides leisure facilities 
for visitors although it is generally well screened within a wooded site.  In contrast, a group of 
dilapidated wooden chalets on the open site east of Linton is a localised eyesore.  

Remnants of the former railway to Grassington, including the bridge and elements of municipal style 
design at Threshfield such as bus shelters, random stone walls, concrete post and rail fencing and 
floodlit sports pitches contribute to an urbanising effect within the countryside around settlements. 

The pattern of drystone walls varies from a predominantly strip pattern on the eastern dale side 
between Hebden and Grass Wood to a more mixed and varied pattern on Thorpe Fell side.  There 
are small areas with a coaxial pattern around Grassington.  The visual strength of the pattern is 
diluted by the complexity of the topography in many areas and is more marked on the less undulating 
contours of the eastern dale sides where the long narrow fields often cross the contours emphasising 
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the shape of the slope.  The walls although predominately limestone often contain gritstone.  Field 
barns are occasional features. 

An intricate pattern of roads and lanes run along and across the dale linking the dale to the moors to 
the west and east, reflecting the former importance of the moorland areas to the economy of this part 
of the valley. 

Electricity poles are prominent as they cross the undulating landform and the mast on the edge of 
Grassington Moor is intrusive.  Quarries visible on the hillsides include those at Swinden and on 
Malham Moor side significantly scar the landscape.  Many small older quarries are also present but 
now blend with their backdrop.  Other quarries are present but well screened by landform.   

Classic features associated with limestone scenery are present providing additional interest and 
variety eg limestone pavements, shakeholes, swallowholes and dry valleys.  Features associated with 
the past glaciation of the dale include frequent large boulders within farmland and woodland.   

Historic features which reinforce the character of this part of the dale, in addition to those already 
mentioned, include significant areas of ridge and furrow which add further pattern and texture to the 
landscape, and the influence of the lead mining remains on Grassington Moor.  Halls with parklands 
include Grassington Hall, Hartlington Hall and Netherside Hall.  Linton Hospital on the village green at 
Linton designed by Vanburgh makes an important architectural contribution to this part of the dale.   
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34.  Mid Wharfedale 

  Key Characteristics 

 Gently graded winding semi-enclosed gritstone valley landscape with occasional outcropping 
limestone contrasting with wild open moorland beyond, which is dominated by rocky outcrops. 

 Colour contrast between the greens of the pastures and woodlands within the valley, the darker 
greens of coniferous trees on the valley side and the dark patchwork of purple and browns mixed 
with greys and tans that make up the moorland areas. 

 River Wharfe alternates between flowing swiftly through narrow shallow wooded rocky gorges 
occasionally opening out to meander across open terraced floodplains.   

 The regularly spaced v-shaped tributary valleys are narrow, steep, rocky and well wooded, often 
with waterfalls. 

 Frequent linear ancient deciduous woodland fringing the river and within the valley floor is 
supplemented by often abruptly edged medium scale coniferous plantations on the upper valley 
sides.   

 The valley floor and lower valley sides are given over to grazing of sheep and cattle and 
occasional hay meadows within medium sized gritstone walled fields in the central parts of the 
area and smaller, irregularly shaped stone enclosures in the north and south with occasional 
boundary trees and field barns.   

 Pattern of walls generally stops abruptly at the moorland edge; moorland vegetation types 
occasionally spill over into the valley sides. 

 Settlement limited in the south of the area to that around the Bolton Abbey and at Bolton Bridge, 
with occasional estate farms on the lower valley sides; to the north small farmsteads are more 
frequent around the gritstone hamlets of Drebley and Howgill on the lower valley sides.   

 Present influence of Devonshire Estate is evidenced by tree-lined roads, remnant parkland 
landscapes and modern development of low key visitor facilities and associated parking at the 
abbey, Strid and Bolton Bridge.   

 Focal points within the valley include the ruins of Bolton Abbey, the Cavendish Memorial, Barden 
Tower and medieval bridges at Bolton Bridge and Barden, and the rocky outcrops including Earl’s 
Seat and Simon’s Seat on Barden Fell to the east. 

  Landscape Character 

Mid Wharfedale is a gently graded semi-enclosed largely gritstone valley landscape contrasting with 
open moorland beyond, dominated by the rocky outcrops of gritstone on Barden Fell to the east (such 
as Earl’s Seat and Simon’s Seat) and Beamsley Beacon on Beamsley Moor to the south.  Embsay 
Moor to the west is lower and its sides more gently graded, contributing less to the dale character.  
The winding nature of the dale contributes to its sense of enclosure and is in marked contrast to the 
straighter pattern of the valleys of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale to the north.  Occasional glacial 
features within the valley floor (such as the retreat moraine creating a raised landform across the dale 
at Drebley) and on the dale sides (eg at Storiths) interrupt the otherwise smooth contours of the dale. 

The character area adjoins landscape type 14 identified in the Landscape Strategy for Lancashire (for 
Craven District Council) as ‘Rolling Upland Farmland‘ comprising the character areas 14b 
‘Lothersdale and the Cringles’; landscape type Wharfedale Enclosed Pasture identified by Bradford 
Metropolitan District Council; and Moorland Plateau and Wharfedaleside identified by Harrogate 
District Council.   
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The lush greens of the improved pastures, occasional hay meadows and deciduous woodlands within 
the dale contrast with the darker greens of the coniferous plantations on the dale side and the dark 
patchwork of seasonally changing colours including purples, browns, greys and tans that make up the 
managed moorland areas.  In places moorland vegetation, particularly rough grassland and bracken, 
extend down the dale side and encroach upon the valley.   

Small pockets of limestone outcrop within the gritstone geology provide contrasting features such as 
the small limestone gorge at Trollers Gill and the rock formations on the banks of the River Wharfe 
above and below the Cavendish Pavilion.   

The River Wharfe alternates between flowing swiftly through narrow shallow rocky gorges fringed by 
deciduous woodland and occasionally opening out to meander across broader grazed floodplains 
bounded by river terraces that become more marked south of Drebley.  Frequent and relatively 
extensive ancient deciduous woodland fringing the river and its tributaries is associated with steeper, 
rocky slopes where grazing is difficult is supplemented by coniferous plantations sometimes abruptly 
edged, extend up the dale sides, although the mixture of Larch with evergreen species in many of 
these plantations serves to soften their appearance and avoid a blocky effect.  The regularly spaced 
v-shaped tributary valleys are narrow, steep, rocky and well-wooded, often with waterfalls.  Tree 
planting has been carried out both within parkland and areas of woodland, and there is some 
evidence of woodland management.   

Elsewhere the dale floor and lower dale sides are given over to grazing of sheep and cattle within 
regularly shaped medium sized gritstone walled fields of the enclosure period in the central part of the 
character area and smaller, irregularly shaped stone enclosures of the medieval period in the north 
and south.  The field pattern of mixed shapes and sizes is akin to a patchwork in contrast with the 
more regular and linear patterns of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale.  Walls are generally in a good 
state of repair although there are breaks in the pattern in certain limited areas eg near Gamsworth 
Farm.  Field barns are occasionally present but not a frequent feature of this part of the dale but are 
generally in a good state of repair.  The pattern of walls which extend up the dale side generally 
stopping abruptly at the moorland edge is reinforced in many places by mature trees planted 
alongside the walls and by occasional small enclosed copses in field corners where trees grow 
together into a characteristic domed shape when viewed against the hillside.  There are in addition to 
walls occasional stretches of hedgerow and post and rail fencing.   

Roads, often walled to both sides, wind along the dale on each side of the river and are alternately 
enclosed by woodland and opening out to reveal views across the valley.  The minor road forms part 
of the Yorkshire Dales Cycleway.  Roads also cross the moorland to Embsay and Pateley Bridge.  
Parking pressure around the central area has led to erosion of roadside verges.  The A59 cuts across 
the southern section of the character area linking Harrogate and Skipton, following the valleys of 
Hambleton and Rex Becks, and recent road improvements have been undertaken with appropriate 
attention to design detail.  Elsewhere walled green roads climb to the moorland.   

Historic domination by the estate lands associated with Bolton Abbey has limited development of 
settlement in the south of the area to that around the abbey and at Bolton Bridge.  To the north small 
farmsteads are more frequent around the gritstone hamlets of Drebley and Howgill on the lower dale 
sides.  Settlements and buildings generally sit well within the dale and conversions of older buildings 
have been undertaken with sensitivity.  The present influence of the Devonshire Estate is evidenced 
by tree-lined roads, remnant parkland landscapes and new replanting within parkland and on the 
steeper slopes adjacent to the river.  Carefully restored buildings and well-maintained walls are a 
feature of the estate and development of tightly controlled low key visitor facilities and associated 
parking has occurred at the Abbey, Strid, Bolton Bridge and Barden Tower.  The estate lands are 
recognisable by both their carefully tended appearance and the house style present in use of signage 
and paint colours for building details.  Other estates whose influence is less marked include Beamsley 
Park and Parcevall Hall.   

Focal points within the dale include the ruins of Bolton Abbey and its setting, the Cavendish Memorial, 
Barden Tower and medieval bridges at Bolton Bridge and Barden.  Beyond the valley rocky outcrops 
at Barden Fell to the east and at Beamsley Beacon to the south are striking features. 

Visual detractors within the dale include overhead electric and telephone wires, some blocky 
coniferous plantations and occasional larger modern farm buildings.  The wind turbines at Addingham 
are visible from parts of the area but do not significantly intrude.  Felling of plantations has created 
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unsightly cut over areas creating scars on the dale side until these are re-established, although 
creating an opportunity for improved design of plantations and more use of deciduous trees.  A 
number of camping/caravanning sites and large car parks are present within the dale although they 
are generally well integrated into the scene through tree cover.  Additional tree cover would assist 
their further integration. 
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The Southern Howgill Fells  

  Physical Influences 

These unusually shaped hills are formed from an outcrop of sequences of sandstones, siltstones and 
mudstones of Silurian age which contrast markedly with the igneous formations of the Cumbria High 
Fells to the west and the limestones of the Yorkshire Dales to the east and south east.  Although the 
geological structure is relatively complex, the rocks all possess a similar resistance to erosion, which 
gives rise to the smooth, rounded shape that is so characteristic of these fells.  Ice scouring during the 
last glaciation has only acted to emphasise the evenness of the slopes. 

The rocks that make up the Howgill Fells are of pre-carboniferous origin.  In the Cautley Spout area, 
close to the Dent Fault, there are outcrops of dark shales of the Upper Ordovician age.  The bulk of 
the Howgills, as well as Middleton and Barbon Fell to the south, are the Silurian age (430-415 million 
years old), and some 60 million years older than the Carboniferous rocks that make up most of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park.  The Howgills are almost entirely composed of a very hard and 
compact sandstone – the Coniston Grit.  Being uniform and resistant to weathering, it has produced 
rounded summits rather than rocky crags. 

The most important feature of the geology of the area is the Dent Fault.  The fault is the result of 
intense pressure caused when the rocks of the Lake District rose up some 2,400 metres against the 
horizontal strata on the Pennine side, pushing the limestones into a vertical position close to the fault 
plane.  The fault, which is 32km in length between Kirkby Stephen and Kirkby Lonsdale, is a classic 
example of a reverse fault and forms the physical division between the two contrasting types of 
scenery – the smooth flanked Howgills and the horizontal limestone scars of the Yorkshire Dales. 

Although the mountain mass of the Howgills was large enough to have its own ice cap during the last 
Ice Age, ice from the Lake District and Pennines may have hemmed the Howgills in ice, reducing the 
amount of erosion that could take place.  The rounded summits therefore show very little glacial 
erosion.  Cautley Crags are the only glacial features, where the cliffs rise up from behind the 
beginnings of a corrie, the higher valleys of Red Gill and Swere Gill being hanging valleys. 

Several small streams flow off the hilltops and down the gills in a radial pattern from the central core, 
to join the River Lune in the north and west, and the Rawthey in the east and south. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences 

The difficult landform has prevented settlement, and there is a notable absence of archaeological 
features on the fells.  Access has been limited to the river valleys that provided routes around the 
edge of the group of hills.  They have thus been little affected by any particular phase of historical or 
cultural activity, although they have been cleared of woodland and used for grazing for many 
centuries.  The hills are unenclosed and are grazed in common.  The rights are held by farming 
families based in the adjoining valleys, and form a major part of the local farming economy. 

For many years the fells were seldom visited and overlooked as a recreational resource because of 
the popularity and proximity of the better known Cumbria High Fells to the west and the Yorkshire 
Dales to the south.  In recent years, they have attained a higher profile mainly due to the Wainwright 
guide to walks in the area and because of their visibility from the M6 motorway.  Nevertheless, the 
fells remain the province of the serious walker and local people who recognise their distinctive 
character and appreciate their quietness and seclusion.  

  Land Cover  

The majority of the area consists of acidic grassland with small stretches of heather.  Blanket bog 
occurs on some of the higher, flatter hilltops, while bracken covers the freer draining side slopes.  The 
fell land, grazed by sheep and wild ponies, is unfenced and there is virtually no tree cover.  Small 
woodlands in the steep sided gills are of hawthorn, ash and alder.  Some small plantations of conifers 
occur on the lower side slopes beyond the character area boundary, notably above Sedbergh, which 
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have a significant effect on the local landscape.  The isolated farmsteads are sheltered by groups of 
mature sycamore. 

Agricultural intensification of some rough grazing land on the lower slopes of fells has resulted in a 
reduction in visual diversity and textural variety in the landscape.  Similarly, increases in grazing 
pressures have reduced the extent of heather cover, and may have exacerbated some of the soil 
erosion, although this is also a natural phenomenon.  The general trend of intensification of livestock 
rearing has also led to the abandonment of small farm buildings.   

Small conifer woodlands in rectangles, unsympathetic to the local landform, have been planted on the 
lower slopes of the hills. 

The number of tourists, while small, is growing, and there are a few well-worn paths that have a local 
impact.  Development pressures have been relatively low, although some communications masts and 
power lines have been constructed. 
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  Southern Howgill Fells Landscape Character Area 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Moors and Fells (HDO) Southern Howgill Fells  Howgill Fells south of Carlin 
Gill, Ben End and The Calf 
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35.  Southern Howgill Fells 

  Key Characteristics  

 Massive, wild, open, and inaccessible upland, composed of Silurian rock overlain by moorland 
vegetation types and rock screes. 

 A series of velvet smooth, distinctive, well defined closely spaced ridges fan out from dome 
shaped fells to create long, steep sided dales and steep dark rocky gullies with occasional steep, 
tumbling waterfalls. 

 Many of the gills are steeply incised and cut through the overall smooth form of the fells, creating 
a sharp contrast in the form of gills and fells.   

 Virtually treeless; where trees occur, they cling to occasional exposed rock edges and rocky 
valley sides. 

 Expansive and exposed, the moorland provides largely unenclosed grazing for sheep and wild 
ponies.   

 Almost total absence of roads and settlement. 

 The smooth, deeply folded form of the uplands play host to a pattern of light and shade.   

 Long range views are available from the fell tops to the summits of Helvellyn to Ingleborough, and 
from Morecambe Bay to Cross Fell. 

  Landscape Character 

The Southern Howgill Fells form the southern half of this distinctive upland area that is well defined by 
adjacent landscapes of contrasting character. The southern fells fall within the north western corner of 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park, whilst the northern Howgill Fells fall beyond the Park boundary.  
The low-lying Lune corridor lies to the west and the Rawthey Valley lies to the south and east.   

The landscape of the Southern Howgill Fells is distinctly different from the uplands of the Yorkshire 
Dales and the other Lakeland fells.  The fells comprise a discrete group of steep sided, smooth 
rounded hills, dominated by Arant How, The Calf, Fell Head and Bram Rigg Top, sharply incised by a 
number of gills, and were aptly described by Wordsworth as the ‘naked heights’.  Reaching elevations 
of over 600m, by their remarkable form they stand out noticeably from the surrounding land.  The 
folding of the geological strata that make up the fells is sometimes visible, for example on the western 
face above Black Force.   

A large part of the fells consist of relatively high and exposed open moorland, which provides 
uninterrupted views.  The fells are unenclosed, but drystone walls separate the open common land of 
the fells from the rough pastures on the lower slopes that form the valley sides of the adjacent 
character areas. 

There is evidence of severe erosion on some of the steeper slopes, whilst others are covered with 
loose scree.  Small streams cascade over black rocks down the narrow rocky gills, occasionally 
forming dramatic waterfalls, notably Cautley Spout.   

The southern Howgills are isolated and inaccessible.  There is no settlement on the fells, settlements 
being confined to the lowest slopes falling within adjacent character areas.  No roads cross the fells 
with the exception of the unfenced Fairmile Road, a short section of Roman Road, part of the route 
between Ribchester and Carlisle forged by Agricola in AD 79, which crosses the lower slopes in the 
extreme north west of the character area.  A relatively dispersed pattern of footpath and bridleways 
provides access along the ridges and gills.   
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There is no woodland cover on the fells, although occasional isolated trees and small groups of trees 
occur within steep sided gills and cling to rocky outcrops.  Small blocks of conifer trees planted on the 
boundary of the character area on the lower slopes of the fells appear alien.  The main vegetation 
communities of the Howgills have been greatly influenced by grazing stock.  Acidic grassland 
dominated by mat grass is the most abundant habitat, patterned by the sheep trods that furrow the 
slope on the better drained fell sides, with the lower slopes around the perimeter of the fells 
dominated by bracken.  Heather is likely to have been much more widespread in the past but today 
there are only remnants.  Small springs and flushes on the lower slopes are the most diverse habitats.  
The main area of exposed rocky outcrops is at Cautley Crag, although other less significant outcrops 
occur along with areas of rock scree. 

Due to the absence of settlement few features of historic interest occur, although there are some hut 
circles on the western edge of the fells. 

Dominated by the unusual and dramatic form of the hills dissected by narrow gills, and consequent 
inaccessibility, the Howgill Fells retain a sense of remoteness and wilderness. 



  136 

The Yorkshire Moors and Fells 

  Physical Influences 

The primary influences in the shaping of the upland landscapes of today are the varied geology of the 
National Park, from the raw, exposed and fascinating karst landscape of the limestone to the more 
subdued, darker landscapes of the sandstones, shales and gritstones and the impact of man (through 
historic woodland clearance and management of today’s vegetation cover). 

Limestone Moors and Pavements 

The geology of the limestone moors and pavements is dominated by the Great Scar Limestone, which 
comprises a number of layers of limestone beds of varying thickness and hardness and up to 200m in 
overall depth.  The oldest layer of the Great Scar Limestone is the dark grey Kilnsey Limestone, seen 
outcropping most extensively within Wharfedale and Ribblesdale.   

Overlying the Kilnsey Limestone is the Horton Limestone, a light grey limestone with poorly developed 
bedding, which forms scree-covered slopes with sporadic scars in Wharfedale and Ribblesdale.  Of a 
similar age is the Cove Limestone, which forms the spectacular cliff at Malham Cove, the lower half of 
Gordale Scar and the brow of Kilnsey Crag. 

Overlying these limestones is the Kingsdale Limestone, light grey in colour and about 120 metres 
thick.  Typically, it has weathered to form a series of steps in Wharfedale, Littondale and Kingsdale, 
overlooking scree slopes.  In the Malham area, Gordale Limestone takes the place of Kingsdale 
Limestone, forming the stepped upper cliffs at Gordale Scar. 

Within the limestone moorland, the primary outcrops of limestone occur in a chain west-east across 
the south of the National Park, following the line of the Craven Faults at Tow Scar and Scales Moor 
(near Kingsdale and Chapel-le-Dale); in an arc around the base of Ingleborough; at Giggleswick Scar, 
Langcliffe Scar, Malham Moor and Kilnsey Moor; and on the edge of Conistone Moor north of 
Grassington. 

The Middle Craven Fault marks the southern limit of the Great Scar Limestone in the National Park.  
Easy erosion of soft shales to the south of the fault has left a sharp southern edge to the limestone 
plateau, identified by a band of impressive scarp slopes and limestone cliffs including Giggleswick 
Scar, Attermire Scar, Malham Cove and Gordale Scar. 

The North Craven Fault has created a small band of gritstones, sandstones and slates within the 
wider mass of the Great Scar Limestone.  This is most evident in a bed of impervious slate sealing the 
base of Malham Tarn. 

Meltwater, from the retreating glaciers of the last Ice Age, carved out the dramatic landmarks of 
Gordale Scar and Malham Cove.  Glacial ice scraped away the soil cover from higher ground 
exposing the limestone bedrock.  Weathering and the dissolution of limestone in water caused 
exposed joints (grikes) to widen, creating intervening blocks (clints), forming the distinctive, 
internationally important limestone pavements of today.  Smaller-scale Ice Age features include erratic 
boulders as seen at Scales Moor and the impressive erratics of Norber (north of Austwick).   

The Great Scar Limestone has developed its own distinctive scenery – the karst landscape, a mixture 
of towering cliffs, bare rock, scree slopes, deep gorges, limestone pavements, potholes, sinkholes 
and cave systems.  Weathering of the Great Scar Limestone allows a surface patina to develop on 
the exposed cliffs and crags, giving them their characteristic white colour.  The variety of this 
landscape stems from a combination of weaker shale bedding planes, dense systems of vertical joints 
and the ability of limestone to dissolve in water yet retain mechanical strength.  The porosity of the 
fissured rock prevents the development of surface streams, with water draining to underground cave 
systems via shakeholes (depressions formed as overlying soils, often 2-3m thick, are washed down 
into fissures in the underlying bedrock) or sinkholes (larger vertical shafts which form direct natural 
entrances to cave systems, also known as swallowholes), which are spread across the limestone 
moors.  The karst can be summed up as a highly detailed, dramatic landscape where the exposed 
geology becomes the overriding landscape characteristic, indeed, the outstanding scenic quality of 
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the limestone landscape was one of the prime reasons for designation of the Yorkshire Dales as a 
National Park. 

Three Peaks and Central Moors and Fells 

The Three Peaks and central moors and fells are underlain by rocks of the Yoredale Series, a cyclic 
sequence of limestones, shales and sandstones lying over 300m deep above the Great Scar 
Limestone.  Alternating bands of soft shale with harder sandstones and limestones have created a 
distinctive ‘stepped’ landscape along valley sides, with harder wearing beds standing out as scars 
within scree slopes or creating waterfalls such as at Force Gill on Whernside. 

The differential erosion of hard and soft rocks has produced a dramatic landscape of peaks and 
valleys.  Remaining outcrops of erosion-resistant Millstone Grit cap peaks within the area, forming the 
high fells including, most famously, the Three Peaks of Whernside (736m AOD), Ingleborough (723m 
AOD) and Pen-y-ghent (694m AOD).  Within the Three Peaks area the rocks lie almost level, creating 
a simple, distinctive stepped character.  To the east, a larger outcrop of Millstone Grit forms Buckden 
Pike (702m AOD) between Wharfedale and Bishopdale. 

Where the Yoredale Series rocks have been eroded away the Great Scar Limestone becomes 
exposed, eroding further to form the dales valleys, which penetrate deeply into the area from 
Wharfedale in the east, Ribblesdale, Kingsdale and Dentdale in the south and west and Wensleydale 
in the north. 

Near Gearstones, at the head of Ribblesdale, glacial action has created a notable drumlin field, with 
many egg-shaped, rounded green hills. 

Post Ice Age landslips created impressive crags, as seen at Black Scar and Penhill Crags at Penhill in 
Wensleydale, where rocky ramparts dominate a mass of tumbled blocks.  Exposed shales contain 
bands of flaggy sandstones, once worked by quarrying and tunnelling for roofing flags. The stepped 
landscape of the Yoredale rocks is clearly seen at Penhill with banded outcrops of dark and light grey 
limestone, capped by a darker mass of sandstone and shales. 

The shale of the Yoredale Series occasionally contains thin, brittle seams of coal, as found on the 
summit of Fountains Fell, which had a colliery for many years. 

Eastern Moors and Fells & Southern Gritstone Moors and Fells 

The eastern and southern moors and fells are underlain by Millstone Grit series geology, a thick 
sequence of alternating shales and coarse, hardwearing sandstones (Gritstones).  The Millstone Grit 
forms a bleak, gently rolling, often featureless landscape, in contrast to the angular grandeur and 
detail of the limestone country. 

The Millstone Grit of the eastern moors and fells extends east of Wharfedale and Coverdale, from 
Caldbergh Moor in the north to Beamsley Moor at the south eastern tip of the National Park, 
comprising the western edge of a much larger area of Millstone Grit which forms the Nidderdale 
plateau and stretches southwards through the Pennines into Derbyshire. 

The southern gritstone moors and fells are formed from Millstone Grit outliers, which became 
detached from the main plateau through erosion.  These occur from west to east across the southern 
edge of the National Park, south of the outcropping Great Scar Limestone, at Scosthrop Moor, 
Winterburn Moor, Flasby Fell and Barden Moor. 

Where deep valleys provide steeper edges, the strong grits stand out from the weaker shales, 
creating stacked, dark, blocky crags and outcrops such as those fringing Barden Moor at Thorpe Fell 
and Embsay Moor or at Simon’s Seat east of Wharfedale.  Large glacially transported boulders are 
seen strewn on the moor tops. 

The Grassington Grit is heavily mineralised, containing veins of argentiferous (silver bearing) lead ore, 
which were exploited by the Grassington mines, extending from Appletreewick to Conistone Moor.  
Thin coal seams were also mined at Threshfield and Grimwith Moors.  
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Northern Moors and Fells 

The northern moors and fells are underlain by the Yoredale Series rocks, however, the limestones are 
set far apart with thick intervening shales and sandstones.  An extensive capping of Millstone Grit has 
created upland plateau characteristics which are more similar to that of the southern and eastern 
gritstone moors and fells than the widely varying peaks and valleys of the central dales area. 

The Yoredale limestones form small pockets of limestone scenery within the surrounding mass of 
sandstones and shales, with occasional scars and scree slopes.  Between Hawes and Keld, for 
example, the Buttertubs area forms an independent karst landform. 

Following the Ice Age, over-steepened hillsides charged with meltwater became unstable leading to 
many landslips and exposure of rocky sandstone and gritstone outcrops.  Good examples of these 
are seen at Fremington Edge in Arkengarthdale and at Winterings, above Gunnerside Gill in 
Swaledale.   

Extensive mineralisation of the sedimentary rocks occurred in Swaledale and central Wensleydale, 
creating vertical ore veins near the surface and leading to development of the lead mining industry in 
these areas.  Coal seams are found within the Millstone Grits and Yoredales at many locations but 
were worked most notably at Tan Hill and on Grinton Moor. 

Soils 

The soils of the moors and fells have developed primarily in response to the drainage characteristics 
of underlying geology.  Loamy, often shallow, free draining soils are found over limestone whilst 
peaty, poorly drained acidic soils occur primarily (with the exception of deep drift deposits over 
limestone) over sandstones and gritstones.   

The limestone moors and fells are dominated by very shallow, loamy or humose-loamy, free draining 
upland soils, interrupted by extensive bare rock crags, scree and limestone pavement.  These soils 
provide the best moorland sheep grazing in the Dales and support a diverse limestone grassland.  
Deeper pockets of glacial drift also occur, creating deeper free-draining loamy soils and deep, well-
drained silty soils which may become seasonally waterlogged in winter.  An island of deeper, slowly 
permeable loamy soil, with peat, over clay drift is found at Mastiles Moor above Malham. 

The central, northern and eastern fells and southern gritstone moors are overlain by a range of poorly 
drained and permanently waterlogged very acid soil types from loamy, loamy-peat to blanket peat.  
These soils are generally of poor agricultural value, supporting thin sheep grazing, grouse moors and 
important heath and blanket bog habitats.  Within the central and northern fells pockets of thinner, 
well drained loamy soils occur where limestone geology meets the surface, showing similar 
characteristics to the main limestone soils in the south of the National Park. 

  Historical and Cultural Influences 

Following the last Ice Age, some 12,000 years ago, the uplands would have initially been covered by 
mosses, lichens and grasses, giving way to heath and, finally, woodland.  Species such as alder, 
birch and pine migrated from warmer areas in the south, moving through the Dales and merging into 
grasslands on the hills.  Woodland cover reached its peak during a warm period around 8500 years 
ago, with pine, elm, oak and lime forming the main species.  Locally, hazel grew to dominate the 
limestone plateaux, or occurred in clearings.  The thin limestone soils across the south of the National 
Park would also have favoured pine and birch. 

Woodland clearance began in the hunter-gatherer Mesolithic period, using burning or bark ringing 
techniques.  The removal of tree cover may have led to wetter ground conditions and the formation of 
hard pans in the lower soil layers, resulting in the creation of bogs.  Although clearance by man 
continued during the Mesolithic period, between 6000-4000BC a warming of the climate and 
increased rainfall are believed to be the main factors which led to further woodland decline and an 
increase in blanket bog over poorly drained upland soils.  The limestone uplands, however, with their 
thinner free-draining soils, would have retained a cover of hazel, birch, oak and elm. 
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Woodland clearance would have continued and increased during the Neolithic period and through the 
Bronze Age.  Bronze Age settlement was more extensive across the dry limestone country of the 
Craven area than in the northern dales.  A period of warmer climate, combined with a steady 
population increase is believed to have prompted a spread onto the grit moors, leading to major loss 
of the upland forest.  Around 1000BC the climate deteriorated, with cool, wet conditions leading to 
further expansion of the blanket bog. 

By the Iron Age, around 600BC, bog and heath was firmly established on the higher fells and peaks, 
with these landscapes being much as they are today.  Settlement in the limestone uplands continued 
throughout this period with large areas of woodland clearance and enclosure of fields for pasture.  
This pattern continued with little change through the Roman occupation.  By the time the Angles 
arrived in the Park, around AD 620, the limestone hills were mostly converted to good pasture or thin 
scrub.  Outbreaks of pestilence led to declines in population levels, allowing a gradual increase of tree 
cover until AD 745-865, followed by increasing clearance of secondary woodland as population levels 
recovered.   

Norman hunting forests, comprising a mixture of woodland and open country were established within 
the Dales.  Place names such as Langstrothdale Chase, Stags Fell and Forest of Barden indicate that 
these forests probably extended into the uplands.   

The establishment of the monasteries saw much of the Yorkshire Dales sub-divided into vast sheep 
ranches for wool production, managed under the ‘grange’ system and inter-connected by droving 
routes such as Mastiles Lane across Kilnsey Moor.  This influence can be seen near Malham where 
Fountains Abbey operated moorland sheep farms including, for example Green Field in upper 
Langstrothdale, and lent its name to Fountains Fell north of Malham.  The influence of Jervaulx Abbey 
is seen north of Askrigg, in Wensleydale, where the abbey owned large areas of fell now called 
Abbotside Common.  The intensification of sheep farming under the monastic influence led to further 
decline in woodland cover, with regeneration being prevented by sheep browsing off seedling trees. 

Following the dissolution of the monasteries, around 1538, the monastic estates were sold off, firstly 
to the landed gentry and wealthy merchants with some areas then being resold to the sitting tenants, 
creating a new population of freeholders.  In the moorland, established sheep grazing practices 
continued, preventing the re-emergence of woodland cover. 

The lead mining industry, and the less extensive medieval iron industry, used significant quantities of 
wood and charcoal for smelting, leading to further loss of woodland, although some wood and 
charcoal would have been produced from coppiced woodlands.  The high cost of wood led to peat 
becoming the main smelting fuel, in addition to continued use of coke, produced from locally won 
coal. 

Commons were established in the uplands to control shared grazing land, reflected in place names 
such as Angram and Askrigg Commons on the moors between Swaledale and Wensleydale.  
Communal sheepfolds were established, often on the high moor or on the edges of common land.  

Within the Yorkshire Dales the effect of the Parliamentary Enclosures (1750-1850) is most evident in 
the enclosure and sub-division of common grazing grounds and moorland with drystone walls.  Whilst 
some drystone walls, or remains of walls, pre-date this period, the majority of the arrow-straight walls 
seen today in the upland areas stem from the enclosures.  Walls constructed in this period were built 
to a detailed specification laid out in the Enclosure Award and are characterised by a rectilinear ‘grid 
iron’ layout which often takes no account of intervening topography or obstacles.  Walling stone was 
often cut from shallow quarries beside the walls.   

The hay meadow-field barn system of stock management relied on cattle using the extensive areas of 
rough fell grazing on the edges of the moors during the early summer months, whilst the grass in the 
lower meadows was allowed to grow and be cut for winter hay.  On the edges of the fells in Upper 
Swaledale and Arkengarthdale, almost 10 per cent of field barns were used for overwintering sheep 
rather than cattle.  ‘In bye’ areas, part of the hay meadow-field barn system, were formed by enclosing 
moorland on the upper slopes of the dales. 

Current land use within the moorland is mainly summer sheep grazing on the lighter, free draining 
limestone soils of the south, with limited grazing giving way to heather moorland, managed for grouse 
shooting, on the poorer soils of the central, northern and eastern moors.  A reduction in the numbers 
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of cattle being reared and an increase in sheep numbers has led to changes in the vegetation 
composition of the upland fringes and, in some cases, overgrazing of upland habitats. 

Mining and Quarrying 

The rocks of the Yorkshire Dales, and their associated mineral deposits, have been a major influence 
in the development of the upland areas, with a long history of quarrying for building materials, metal 
mining, coal mining and peat cutting.  In particular, lead mining has had a major effect on the 
landscape with some 400sq km of the National Park being identified as ‘Mining Affected Area’ in a 
1993 mapping exercise commissioned by English Heritage.  

Since at least Roman times lead ore has been won from the two main lead fields in the National Park, 
in the north at Swaledale and Wensleydale and in the south, around Grassington.  Both of these 
orefields lie within moorland areas and their remains influence the present character of the moorland 
landscape.  Early mining took the form of surface working of outcropping veins, followed by 
progressively more organised methods as deeper deposits were exploited.  Evidence of mining 
includes surface disturbance, remaining structures, roads, spoil tips, hushes, leats and dams, shaft 
mounds, adit entrances and deep shafts.   

The Arkengarthdale orefield, part of the larger Swaledale mining fields, was worked extensively using 
‘hushes’.  This technique involved damming streams high on the fells and releasing a temporary 
torrent of water down the veins, first to expose the mineral and then to wash loosened ore deposits 
down the hillside to collection areas.  The scars of hushes remain today, visible as deep rocky cuts on 
the hill sides.  Good examples of hushes can be seen at Grinton Moor, Gunnerside Gill in Swaledale 
and most notably Turf Moor Hush and the Hungry Hushes at Whaw Moor west of Arkengarthdale.  An 
important group of underground mines was established at Gunnerside Gill in the 19

th
 century.  The 

remains of the Old Gang Smelt Mill, which operated until 1900, are still visible in the valley of Old 
Gang Beck near Reeth High Moor.  The remains of the lead mining industry in Swaledale are chiefly 
found in the moors and gills on the northern side of the dale, between Keld and Hurst, across 
Melbecks Moor, Reeth Moor and Marrick Moor. 

Mining within the Grassington orefield was undertaken using shafts rather than the hushes and adits 
of the Swaledale orefield.  The Grassington lead mines operated from about 1600 and ceased 
production in 1886, leaving extensive spoil remains, with the appearance of a ‘lunar’ landscape, 
across Grassington Moor.  Remaining above-ground structures include the Cupola Mill flue and 
restored chimney.  Further mining took place on Conistone Moor to the north and Appletreewick Moor 
to the south.   

Lead mining also took place on a smaller scale between the two main orefield; in Wharfedale and 
Bishopdale and on the moors between Swaledale and Wensleydale. 

Many remains of the lead mining industry are now designated as SSSI’s or SAM’s for their natural 
history and archaeological value.  Reworking of some of the larger lead mining waste tips (at 
Grassington Moor for example) has been undertaken to recover secondary minerals such as fluorspar 
and barytes. 

Outcropping coal deposits have been worked within the Yoredales and Millstone Grits of the northern, 
eastern and central moorlands, for local domestic use, firing limekilns and, as coke, for smelting in the 
lead industry.  Large workings are found at Tan Hill, dating from the 14

th
 to 20

th
 centuries, and at the 

extensive coalfield near Grinton Moor, which extends beyond the Park boundary to Redmire and 
Preston Moors, where approximately 500 coal pits cover an area of about 5sq km.  Other, smaller 
workings are found at Threshfield and Linton Moors, at Fountains Fell north of Malham and between 
Mossdale Moor and Fossdale Moor at the head of Wensleydale.  Working was carried out by bell pit 
or adit methods, with remaining evidence of the industry comprising round bell pit earth forms and 
numerous small overgrown spoil tips. 

Peat has long been an important domestic fuel but was also used in the 18
th
 and 19

th
 centuries as a 

fuel for limekilns and in the lead industry.  Large areas of peat cutting are recorded at Flincher Bottom 
Moss, and Penhill.   

Many small quarries were established to provide building materials for the wave of vernacular 
construction which took place from the 17

th
 century onwards.  In the moorland areas gritstone was 
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worked from hilltop quarries, for use as gateposts, cornerstones, lintels or stone troughs and, from 
some outcrops, for millstones.  Wensleydale was noted for its roofing slate (a strong, thinly bedded 
sandstone which split easily) with mines in the hillside at Stags Fell, Burtersett and Penhill.  Most of 
these small workings are now weathered and revegetated, with the terraced form of tips usually 
providing the only clue as to their former use. 

Modern quarries bite into the edges of the uplands, mainly exploiting the Carboniferous Limestone for 
construction aggregates.  Examples can be seen at Beecroft Quarry in Ribblesdale and at Swinden, 
Threshfield and Kilnsey quarries in Wharfedale.  The scale of modern quarries is such that they may 
adversely affect distant views over the dales from the surrounding uplands. 

Trackways, Roads and Railways 

The moorlands are criss-crossed by a network of ancient trackways which provided through routes 
across the dales, links between the dales or were used for specific local purposes.  The network has 
evolved gradually from the erratic lines of prehistoric footpaths.   

Roman roads were constructed from Ingleton and Kettlewell to Bainbridge in Wensleydale, passing 
over the fells north of Langstrothdale Chase.  Enclosure with drystone walls is a later addition to these 
routes. 

Medieval roads evolved in response to village growth and the influence of the distant monastic 
estates.  Mastiles Lane, which passes over Malham and Kilnsey Moors, linked Fountains Abbey in the 
east to granges around Malham and more distant lands that extended into the Lake District.  A further 
monastic road now forms the route of the moorland road between Wharfedale and Coverdale.   

Market roads were established between market towns and the dales, often taking the most direct 
route across the fells.  Routes radiate out from Settle over Fountains Fell north of Malham Tarn, to 
Littondale, Wharfedale and beyond and provide a direct route between Muker and Askrigg over 
Askrigg Common.   

Corpse Roads provided specific links between church and graveyard, crossing Firth Fell between 
Littondale and Wharfedale and extending onto the northern flanks of Harkerside Moor above 
Swaledale.   

Packhorse traffic created later routes such as the Craven Way, which ran from Ingleton across Scales 
Moor before skirting the eastern and northern slopes of Whernside down to Dentdale and Sedbergh 
beyond.  Packhorse roads also crossed Walden Moor, between Waldendale and Wharfedale and 
radiated out from Tan Hill across the moors north of Swaledale. 

Drove roads were established for Scottish cattle being driven south, before the advent of the railways.  
They were routed to avoid villages (to protect crops) and generally ran in a north-south line across the 
National Park, linking markets at Askrigg, Hawes, Appletreewick and Skipton.  The largest market of 
all, which often held 5000 head of Scottish cattle, was held at Great Close on Malham Moor.  The 
main route into the dales was from the Eden valley, which forked south to Clapham, across Dent 
Moor, Gayle Moor and Ingleborough Common, and to Wharfedale and Skipton across Langstrothdale 
Chase, Malham Moor, Kilnsey Moor and Winterburn Moor.  

The first major change to the route system developed in the medieval period was the introduction of 
turnpikes in the 18

th
 century.  The first turnpike road was established between Richmond and 

Lancaster, following the route of the Roman Cam High Road between Ingleton and Bainbridge.  A 
later diversion of this road, in 1795, took and easier route up Widdale, between Hawes and 
Gearstones, and now forms part of the modern B6255. 

Several mineral roads were established during the 18
th
 century, to link mines in the Swaledale and 

Grassington orefields to the wider packhorse and road network.   

Some ancient routes now form part of the modern road system whilst others have been incorporated 
into the modern public right of way network as footpaths, bridleways and byways, allowing access into 
the moorland areas.  Parts of these trackways have been incorporated into modern tourist routes, for 
example part of the Cam High Road, and the packhorse road between Tan Hill and Keld, have been 
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incorporated into the Pennine Way, whilst monastic or medieval roads at Mastiles Lane and along the 
modern road through Coverdale now form part of the Yorkshire Dales Cycleway and Dales Way.   

Modern roads within moorland areas primarily comprise improvement and tarmacadam surfacing of 
older routes, which, whilst changing the immediate character of these routes, has had little effect on 
wider moorland character.  Thin bands of tarmac are often enclosed by verges and widely spaced 
drystone walls, reflecting earlier use where walls were set far enough apart for a flock of sheep to be 
driven between them.  The moorlands are virtually unaffected by railways, with the exception of the 
Settle-Carlisle railway as it skirts Whernside and Dent Fell, and its spectacular Ribblehead Viaduct 
which is seen in views from Whernside and Ingleborough. 

Farming 

Most of the fells and moors continue to be used for sheep grazing.  Sheep on the fells are mainly of 
the hardy Swaledale breed, with their black faces and pale grey noses or are Dalesbred, also dark-
faced but with white marks on ether side of the nostril.  Both varieties have the ability to withstand the 
harsh upland conditions in winter.  Intricacies, relating to sheep management, are seen built into the 
drystone wall network including sheepfolds, sheep-creeps (small, easily-blocked rectangular openings 
designed to manage stock movement) and gateposts or ‘stoups’ made from gritstone or sandstone.  
Occasional stone-lined dew ponds may be found. 

The enclosures of the late 18
th
 and early 19

th
 centuries, saw the main drystone wall building period in 

the dales, with common land and open moors being enclosed by a network of walls which often 
extended in straight lines out of the dales and over the fells.  Drove roads and packhorse routes were 
preserved, forming the broad green lanes and wide-verged roads present today.  Moorland areas can 
be broadly sub-divided into the following categories: 

 Moorland fringe, comprising enclosed marginal pastures ‘in bye’ land; 

 Large moor-edge enclosed grazing allotments; 

 Unenclosed moorland, primarily on the fell tops. 

On the lighter soils, within limestone areas and pockets of the Three Peaks central area, upland 
pastures are present.  Occasional flower-rich upland hay meadows are seen at the heads of the 
dales.  Some of these remain traditionally managed such as Swineley Meadow, at the head of 
Widdale, recognised as a Site of Special Scientific Interest for its botanical value.   

At the heads of the dales occasional farmhouses are found, together with barns for overwintering 
cattle (or sheep in the northern dales), albeit at much lower densities than within the dales proper. 

Changes in farming practice are affecting the moorlands, with a reduction in cattle numbers and an 
increase in sheep leading to overgrazing impacts on open moorland and moorland edge habitats.  
Increased commercialisation has led to other changes in farming practice, such as amalgamation of 
fields or ‘ranching’, leading to potential loss of redundant intervening drystone walls, or replacement 
with post and wire fencing. 

In recent times drainage of the moors has been attempted, to improve rough grazing value.  This has 
resulted in unsightly lines of ‘grips’, drainage ditches cut across the landscape, erosion and damage 
to some distinctive moorland habitats.  Overgrazing by sheep in many areas has led to a decline in 
heath cover in favour of acid grassland. 

Grouse Shooting 

Grouse shooting has been carried on in Swaledale for over 150 years and now forms a substantial 
business for the large estates.  Management of the moors for grouse has produced some of the 
broadest stretches of heather moor in the dales.  Grouse are dependent on short, young heather 
plants for food whilst old, bushy heather provides shelter and nest cover.  Heather is systematically 
burned in patches on a 12-15 year cycle to encourage new young shoots, the main food of the red 
grouse, creating a mosaic of young and old heather cover.  Lines of shooting butts are evident in even 
the remotest places, together with the more obvious new roads built across the fells to allow shooting 
parties to reach the butts and shooting huts by vehicle. 
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Well-managed heather moors demonstrate a wide variety of upland heath species, protected from 
over-grazing by sheep.  Intensive burning, however, may reduce species variety, leading to over-
dominance by heather at the expense of other dwarf shrubs.  In the past, grouse moor management 
has included moorland drainage (gripping) although this practice is now being reversed by blocking 
grips. 

Reservoirs 

The watershed of the gritstone areas on the southern fringe of the dales was identified by the 
Victorians as a source of water for the growing industrial conurbation of Bradford, leading to the 
construction of a series of reservoirs in the mid 19

th
 century including Grimwith Reservoir on 

Appletreewick Moor, Winterburn Reservoir at Winterburn Moor and Lower Barden and Upper Barden 
Reservoirs on Barden Moor.  The soft water running off the Millstone Grit was of particular value in the 
city’s woollen industry.  Grimwith Reservoir was later expanded in the 1980’s to cover some 150 
hectares, forming the largest inland water in Yorkshire. 

Recreation and Leisure 

Since the first ‘curious travellers’ of the Romantic Age (1760-1820) visited the area, the karst 
landscape of the Great Scar Limestone has attracted tourist attention.  The coming of the railways in 
Victorian times and cheap excursions from the large towns and cities formed the beginnings of the 
mass-tourism industry of today.  With their expansive scenery, solitude and extensive rights of way 
network, the moors and fells play a significant role within this industry. 

Tourist activity in the moors and fells is centred on the Great Scar Limestone, in the area around 
Malham, and on the Three Peaks of Ingleborough, Pen-y-ghent and Whernside, the latter forming the 
basis for the famous Three Peaks Walk.  Important long distance footpath routes cross the moors and 
fells including the Pennine Way, the Dales Way and the Ribble Way.   

The underground karst landscape of the Great Scar Limestone is exploited with show caves (eg White 
Scar Cave and Ingleborough Cave) drawing further visitors to the fringes of the moors.  Potholing and 
cave exploration has become established as a mainstream recreational activity. 

The crags and open spaces of moorland areas act as a draw for other ‘adventure sports’ including 
climbing, abseiling, mountain biking, paragliding, orienteering and hang gliding.   

Historic routes and ‘greenways’, until recently open to all traffic including motor vehicles, have 
attracted unwelcome use by off-road vehicles and trials bikes, leading to rutting and damage of routes 
which are shared with other users. 

As identified above, grouse shooting is now a well-established sporting industry in the uplands, 
closely allied to the upkeep and well-being of extensive tracts of moorland habitat. 

Since enlargement Grimwith Reservoir now possesses a visitor centre and caters for watersports 
including sailing and windsurfing. 

  Buildings and Settlement 

Today, settlement of the uplands is sparse, being mainly confined to outlying farmsteads at the 
extreme heads of the dales, or occasional former coaching inns, such as the famous Tan Hill Inn on 
the northern edge of the National Park. 

Evidence of earlier settlement in the uplands is limited.  Hillfort remains from the first millennium BC 
are found on the summit of Ingleborough and, less certainly, at Maiden Castle on the south side of 
Swaledale.  Although marginal in terms of arable cultivation it is possible that communities may have 
developed around more specialist activities such as transhumance (the summer movement of 
domestic stock from the lowlands to the uplands), working the mineral resources (lead, copper and 
iron) or quern production from outcrops of Millstone Grit.  Remains of a small Viking settlement have 
been found at Ribblehead, on the northern tip of Ingleborough, whilst earthworks at Hill Castles Scar, 
above Conistone are believed to be the remains of a ‘Celtic’ settlement and associated field systems. 
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Evidence of Roman activity in the uplands is seen in the earthwork remains of a legionary size 
marching camp at Malham Moor (bisected by Mastiles Lane).  Tor Dyke, an earthwork across the 
watershed between Wharfedale and Coverdale is believed to form the north eastern boundary of the 
kingdom of Craven, established following the withdrawal of the Romans. 

Civil war and Napoleonic beacon sites are recorded at Great Shunner Fell and Pen Hill.  Norton 
Tower, on the western edge of Barden Moor, was constructed as an observation tower to overlook the 
family estate and now forms a semi-derelict landmark. 

The remains of temporary workforce settlements may be found near the Ribblehead Viaduct and near 
reservoirs on the Gritstone moors in the south east corner of the National Park, although these are 
now grown over and of little influence in the present landscape. 

  Land Cover 

Upland vegetation has evolved into a distinctive range of habitats in response to the loamy, free 
draining characteristics of the limestone soils and pavements and the peaty, acidic soils of the moors 
and bogs.  Further diversity is found in cliffs, screes, tarns and the transition between wet and dry 
habitats in both limestone and peat areas.  Many of these habitats are of national or international 
importance being designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Special Areas of Conservation, 
Special Protection Areas or Ramsar Sites.  Limestone pavements are protected by Limestone 
Pavement Orders to deter illegal removal for use as decorative stone. 

The acidic moorlands are characterised by three broad habitat types: dry heath, bog and acidic 
grassland.  Of these, acidic grassland is the most extensive, resulting from a long history of grazing, 
which has gradually eliminated dwarf shrub cover from areas which would typically be heath.  
Extensive areas of heath in the National Park are managed as heather moor. 

Dry heath (commonly heather-dominated) is most extensive on the flat tops and acidic soils of the 
northern and eastern fells, persisting where there are relatively few sheep and management is mainly 
for red grouse.  Pockets of heath are also found in the central Three Peaks area on the eastern flank 
of Pen-y-ghent, at Old Cote Moor (between Littondale and Wharfedale) and Mossdale Moor (at the 
head of Wensleydale) where glacial drift overlays the limestone.  In heathland areas, the August 
landscape is transformed with purple during the heather flowering season.  Heath species vary 
depending on soil conditions with cross-leaved heath preferring wetter areas and bell heather and 
bilberry preferring drier soils.  Bracken is associated with areas of drier ground, and is often found in 
moorland fringe habitats. 

Blanket bogs are found throughout the Park at higher altitudes, where peat occurs on flat or gently 
sloping ground on the fell tops, and where rainfall exceeds run-off or evaporation.  The wet, acidic, 
low nutrient conditions support heather, (which becomes dominant where burning is carried out to 
promote its growth), cloudberry, cranberry, bog mosses and cotton grass, with deer grass and the 
insectivorous sundew.   

On the steeper, drier slopes of and in gills on the moorland fringes scattered trees and shrubs, often 
subject to heavy grazing pressure, can be found, including rowan, downy birch, aspen, and 
occasionally, juniper or hawthorn scrub. 

Acidic grassland is ubiquitous throughout the moorland areas, forming open featureless tracts 
between more varied moorland habitats. 

The acidic moorlands support internationally important breeding bird populations, recognised by the 
designation of Special Protection Areas at Mallerstang/Swaledale Head in the north of the National 
Park and the East Nidderdale Moors and West Nidderdale Moors, Barden and Blubberhouses Moors 
(also a Candidate Special Area of Conservation) complex of sites on the eastern and southern fringes 
of the Park.  Tall heath is favoured by merlin and short-eared owl, heather moors support golden 
plover and curlew (in addition to red grouse), snipe and redshank breed in the grassy and rushy 
edges whilst peregrine, hen harrier and buzzard forage over moorland areas generally. 

The close-cropped, springy turf of the limestone fells is almost entirely the product of sheep grazing, 
together with some rabbit browsing.  The limestone swards are dominated by sheep’s fescue, blue 
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moor-grass, sweet vernal grass and crested dog’s tail grass.  On herb-rich, unimproved pastures and 
meadows harebell, thyme, eyebright, fairy flax and cowslip can be found.  Calcareous grassland types 
are often intermixed with neutral or acidic grassland types, resulting from glacial deposits overlying 
limestone, further increasing species diversity.   

Limestone pavement supports occasional windswept tree and shrub species including ash, hawthorn 
and rowan, but is primarily home to ferns such as the hart’s tongue fern and old woodland flora 
including dog’s mercury, wood sorrel, wood anemone and herb robert growing in the shelter of the 
grikes.   

Steep slopes and cliffs support more extensive tree and shrub cover, including yew.  Occasional 
woodlands support ash, downy birch, hawthorn and hazel.  Sycamore is notable in plantations and 
also occurs as scattered trees. 

The Malham-Arncliffe area is designated as a Special Area of Conservation for its outstanding 
geological and biological interest, including classic examples of limestone geology and a range of fen, 
carr, raised mire and mire that is unique in Britain.  Part of the site is also designated as a Ramsar 
site, in recognition of the international importance of its wetland habitats.  Scales Moor, between 
Ingleborough and Whernside, is designated as a further Special Area of Conservation for its botanical 
interest, extensive, unbroken, horizontal limestone pavement and the markedly stepped form of the 
Twisleton Scars, (illustrating the resistance of individual limestone layers to glacial erosion). 

Forestry 

During the mid 20
th
 century large-scale conifer plantations were established within the central western 

area of the National Park, in a broad triangle between Langstrothdale Chase, Baugh Fell and 
Abbotside Common (at the head of Wensleydale).  The plantations are mainly even-aged Sitka 
Spruce and form a substantial alien element within the otherwise open, largely treeless landscape of 
the central moors. 

As these plantations are cropped, it is anticipated that restocking will be carried out to accord with 
modern forest design principles, including mixed species related to topography, and broadleaved 
edges, reducing future impact on the landscape. 
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  Yorkshire Moors and Fells Landscape Character Areas 

Landscape Character Types 
(Draft National Types in 
brackets) 

Landscape Character Areas Location 

Moors and Fells (HDO) Northern Gritstone Moors and 
Fells 

Wensleydale to northern 
National Park boundary   

Moors and Fells (HDO) Three Peaks & Central Moors 
and Fell 

Area between the central 
western dales, Wensleydale (to 
the north), Coverdale to 
Wharfedale (to the east) and 
Ingleborough Common/Malham 
Moor (to the south)   

Moors and Fells (HDO) Eastern Gritstone Moors and 
Fells 

Coverdale and Wharfedale to 
the eastern National Park 
boundary 

Limestone Upland (HLO) Limestone Moors Areas on the Great Scar 
Limestone across the southern 
edge of the National Park in a 
band between Ingleton and 
Grassington 

Moors and Fells (HDO) Southern Gritstone Moors and 
Fells 

Areas of high ground south of a 
line between Settle, Malham 
Cove and Threshfield and west 
of Wharfedale (Craven Fault 
Area)/Mid Wharfedale   
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36.  Northern Gritstone Moors and Fells 

  Key Characteristics 

 Elevated, gently rounded hills, often with stepped sides facing valleys, forming east-west trending 
broad plateaux to the north and south of Swaledale interconnected at the head of the dale. 

 Plateau edges are often defined by dark, blocky gritstone outcrops, with scree below, sometimes 
sitting above exposed, banded Yoredales Series limestone and sandstone outcrops. 

 Occasional gritstone outcrops and scattered boulder fields are found on the moor tops. 

 Steep-sided, sometimes rocky side valleys cut into the main plateau areas, which are further sub-
divided by steep, incised, winding gulleys.  

 Watercourses are rocky, with grass, heather or rush banks and occasional trees on rock and cliffs 
in sheltered gills, widening out and accompanied by increasing tree cover and marginal herbs at 
lower elevations. 

 Landcover comprises extensive tracts of acid grassland, blanket bog and upland heath, mainly 
over peat on the poorly drained gritstone plateaux.  Heather moorland is mainly managed for 
grouse shooting, producing a distinctive mosaic pattern of different-aged plants. 

 Settlement is absent from the open moor tops.  Scattered traditional farmsteads with modern 
outbuildings are found on the dale fringes and in dale heads, accompanied by walled upland 
meadows, improved pastures and field barns. 

 Gritstone drystone walls are concentrated around the dale fringes with occasional isolated 
meadows and sheep pens set within the open moor.  Some moorland tops are broadly enclosed 
whilst others remain open. 

 Evidence of coal mining and, to a much greater extent, lead mining workings and tips remains, 
mainly across the eastern half of the character area. 

 Roads and footpaths are isolated in character with panoramic views of the northern dales and 
Cumbrian fells. 

  Landscape Character 

Comprising a broad mass of gently rounded, occasionally stepped hills up to 672m AOD the Northern 
Gritstone Moors and Fells occupy the northernmost quadrant of the National Park, from Wensleydale 
to the northern Park boundary.  They are characterised by the fairly continuous underlying Millstone 
Grit series geology, which creates a more resistant, less varied landform than the Yoredales of the 
Central Moors and Fells to the south, and contributes strongly to landcover characteristics through its 
poor drainage qualities. 

The area contains two broad east-west trending gritstone plateaux, running north and south of 
Swaledale and connecting at the head of the dale.  Gently rolling open moor tops are cut by steep-
sided, partly eroded or rocky valleys.  Underlying sandstone and limestone geology is sometimes 
exposed within valleys as a series of stepped cliffs, which are further cut by cross gulleys (eg at the 
valley of Cliff Side, between Stags Fell and Thwaite Common at the head of Swaledale). 

Hints of the stepped Yoredales geology influence remain, showing mainly on the lower hill sides as 
banded outcrops or as gentle steps up to the broader main plateaux but are generally less 
pronounced than in the Central Moors and Fells area to the south, with its dramatic upstanding and 
flat-topped peaks.  
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The underlying Gritstone rock is rarely evident on the moor tops, occurring as small outcrops or 
boulder fields.  At the plateaux edges, however, overlooking the dales, it becomes dramatically 
evident, forming dark, blocky, vertical crags (such as Fremington Edge above Arkengarthdale or 
Whitfield and Ellerkin Scars above Wensleydale).   

Plateau areas are sub-divided by winding, incised gulleys, often cutting deep through the peat surface 
and underlying drift to form becks with rocky beds and bare, steep, eroded, slipping banks.  As 
gradients level out watercourses widen but remain rocky with a mixture of gravels, angular and worn 
boulders.  Banks become grassed or heather-covered and rushy hollows form.  Areas of blanket peat 
form dark layers where they have been partially eroded, for example at Tan Hill. 

Further downstream, at the dale heads, river forms become defined, with a mixture of wide rocky beds 
or exposed layered rock combined with grass, herb cover and dense willow scrub with occasional 
trees (eg where Birkdale Beck and Great Sleddale Beck join the River Swale).   

Vast tracts of the area are covered by acid grassland, blanket bog and upland heath mosaic.  
Heathland areas are predominant at Birkdale Common, Arkengarthdale Moor, Melbecks Moor, Reeth 
Moor north of Swaledale and occupy the greater part of the moors between Swaledale and 
Wensleydale east of Stags Fell.  The heather moors are managed for grouse shooting with a 
patchwork quilt of greys, purples, browns and olive greens identifying the cyclical burning pattern 
used to renew and vary heather growth.  Grouse butts and bright stone tracks on the open moors are 
further evidence of grouse shooting use.   

Moorland fringes are often enclosed, providing rough grazing and occasional meadows on the dale 
fringes.  Occasional isolated pockets of walled pasture and meadow are also found within the main 
moorland areas, standing out as bright green islands within the darker colours of the moors. 

Tree and shrub cover is absent from the moor tops with the exception of occasional plantings of alien 
coniferous species such as at Cotterdale Common (head of Wensleydale) and Turf Moor west of 
Arkengarthdale.  Scattered ash, sycamore and hawthorn are found within gills or beside streams in 
more sheltered areas.  Within steep-sided, eroding gulleys and side valleys occasional ash and 
mountain ash trees cling to cliffs or exposed rock, where the ground is firm.  Tree and shrub cover 
increases within gills as they descend to the dale fringes, and continues down into the dale proper.  
Groups of ash and sycamore often accompany farm buildings at lower elevations.  Bracken is 
sometimes found in dense patches, replacing heather and acid grassland on the drier gill sides.   

Roads rise up from the dales through side valleys and are often enclosed by drystone walls.  Across 
the moors roads are open, marked by the occasional traffic sign or snow markers, which comprise tall 
wooden poles or short vertical slabs of stone.  The precipitous road at Cliff Side is contained by a 
prominent steel-strand crash barrier.  Bridges are not prominent, with watercourses being culverted 
under roads.  A notable exception to this is the pointed, stone Beck Crooks Bridge which stands out in 
the otherwise open moorland north and west of Arkengarthdale.  An extensive right of way network 
crosses the open moors and peaks, often following historic routes.  Panoramic views are available 
over the northern dales and the Cumbrian fells to the north and west and across the overlapping 
plateaux of the northern fells and moors. 

With the exception of Tan Hill Inn, a survivor from the days of the packhorse trade routes and now a 
tourist attraction as England's highest pub, the moor tops are devoid of settlement.  Upland farms are 
found near the dale heads at Arkengarthdale and Swaledale (eg Ravenseat) and comprise gritstone 
traditional buildings with some modern outbuildings. 

The effects of modern influences are seen in the herringbone patterns of drainage grips stretching 
across otherwise open moors (eg at Birk Dale) and very occasional overhead wires on poles.  The 
use of former railway wagons as animal shelters near remote moorland roads (eg the road from 
Swaledale to Tanhill) creates an unusual local scene in the open moors. 

Earlier mineral extraction has left a significant effect on the present-day landscape.  Coal mining near 
Tan Hill has left spoil tip remains and small areas of disturbed ground but it is the remains of the lead 
mining industry, however, which are most prevalent, mainly across the eastern half of the character 
area.  Lead mining remains include 'hushes' (which form large rocky ravines eg Hungry Hushes and 
Turf Moor Hush in Arkengarthdale, Friarfold Hush and North Hush in Gunnerside Gill), countless spoil 
tips and areas of disturbed ground, shafts, adits and building remains (eg Surrender Mill on Reeth 
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Moor).  Many tips have vegetated over and no longer stand out whilst others remain as slopes of raw, 
crushed stone, often visible due to their lighter colour than the surrounding moors. 

Drystone walls, mainly constructed from gritstone and sometimes accompanied by field barns, 
enclose in-bye land and meadow on the dale fringes and heads.  Examples of this are seen at 
Crackpot Side, Birk Dale and Whitsun Dale in Swaledale and Dale Head and High Faggergill in 
Arkengarthdale.  Isolated pockets of walled improved pasture and meadow, accompanied by field 
barns, provide a strong contrast to the wilder moorland at Birk Dale and Sleddale Pasture near the 
western end of Swaledale and Shaw Farm and Stang House north of Arkengarthdale.  The moors in 
the south eastern quadrant of the area, between Swaledale and Wensleydale are loosely sub-divided 
by drystone walls whilst those in other parts of the area remain entirely open.  Drystone wall or fenced 
sheepfolds are dotted throughout the area. 
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37.  Three Peaks & Central Moors and Fells 

  Key Characteristics 

 Elevated stepped hills formed by differential erosion of layered Yoredale Series limestones and 
sandstones, often with pronounced flat plateau tops, sub-divided by and overlooking the central 
dales. 

 Exposed peak sides are marked by sandstone and limestone crags and screes, sometimes 
forming dramatic, steep-sided, upstanding plateau peaks (eg Pen-y-ghent and Ingleborough Hill). 

 Deep drift deposits often mask underlying geology but are cut through by gulleys on steeper 
hillsides to reveal stepped rock bands which often form waterfalls. 

 Isolated pockets of limestone karst scenery are exposed within the surrounding drift and along 
valley sides, creating areas of brighter grassland and typical limestone features including 
pavements, cliffs and screes. 

 Broadleaved tree cover is confined to scattered trees clinging to cliffs and rock outcrops in gulleys 
or on hillsides, or occasional small woodlands.  At lower elevations tree cover increases in gills 
and along dale heads. 

 Extensive coniferous plantations form dark, alien intrusions across the centre of the area. 

 Moor tops are uninhabited.  Occasional upland farms of traditional construction with some modern 
buildings are found on the dale fringes and at dale heads, usually close to rivers and roads and 
often associated with isolated pockets of limestone grassland. 

 Drystone walls extend from the dale fringes to enclose rough pasture and sometimes sub-divide 
wider areas of moorland.  Stone types are mixed, often changing in accordance with outcropping 
geology.  Occasional isolated walled meadows associated with upland farms and field barns are 
found in limestone pockets.   

 Roads and footpaths are isolated in character with panoramic views of the central dales and 
Three Peaks, the Howgill Fells, Cumbrian Fells, west across the Bowland Fringe, Bowland Fells 
and north west to the Lake District. 

  Landscape Character 

An area of broad, often flat-topped and stepped peaks rising up to 736m AOD which separate the 
central dales between the western edge of the Park, Wensleydale in the north, Coverdale to 
Wharfedale in the east and to Ingleborough Common and Malham Moor in the south.  Ingleborough 
Hill forms an outlier of the area contained within the Limestone Moors. 

Yoredale Series geology, with its alternating bands of limestone, sandstones and gritstone is exposed 
in cliffs and scars throughout the area, although these are less frequent than in the Limestone Moors 
to the south where drift deposits are either shallower or absent.  Underlying geology is often 
pronounced as a series of broad, slightly rounded, terraced flanks to hillsides, as seen at the head of 
Bishopdale at its junction with Wharfedale but also forms spectacular upstanding, stepped, rocky 
plateaux at Ingleborough Hill and Pen-y-ghent.  Exposed rocky steps are softened and connected by 
concave slopes of softer drift geology, which often reinforces the stepped nature of Yoredale Series 
landforms.  Glacial retreat has formed a drumlin field between Pen-y-ghent and Whernside, across 
the head of the Ribblesdale. 

Rocky outcrops and screes vary between sandstones, gritstones with their darker colours and blocky 
texture, to limestones with lighter grey or white colours and smoother texture.  Localised, isolated 
pockets of limestone scenery occur (eg New Pasture and Dawsons Close, east of Pen-y-ghent), with 
limestone pavements, screes, shakeholes and caves demonstrating typical karst characteristics.  
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Limestone scenery is sometimes juxtaposed with the dark layers of partially eroded beds of blanket 
peat on the gentle lower slopes of hills. 

Deep gills are often found on the lower slopes of hills, cutting back and uphill through the softer drift 
geology, sometimes to harder bands of rock, exposing gritstone and limestone steps at gill heads and 
intermediate positions downslope.  Rock steps are normally accompanied by waterfalls, pools and 
limited tree cover, which establishes more easily on the firm rock than the often eroding, unstable drift 
geology of intervening gill sides.  The frequency and form of gills varies considerably through the area 
from numerous v-shaped shallow cuts (eg on the slopes of Whernside and Ingleborough Hill) to 
infrequent deep v-cuts with steps and waterfalls (at the head of Coverdale) and shallow gills with deep 
cuts though rock bands and stepped beds where drift geology forms a thinner cover and rock 
platforms are nearer the surface (at the junction of Bishopdale and Wharfedale). 

At the base of hills and in elevated valleys shallow rocky streams occur, with steeply-eroded or 
shallow grassy and rushy banks and occasional rush-filled hollows on flatter areas.  Approaching the 
more sheltered dale heads, streams remain shallow and rocky but widen out and are accompanied by 
increasing tree cover, close-grazed grass and broad bands of marginal or damp-loving herbs such as 
meadowsweet. 

Landcover is primarily acid grassland mosaic, giving way to increasing rush and cotton grass cover in 
wetter peat covered places (for example on hill top plateaux or on the shallow areas at the foot of 
hills).  Areas of walled in-bye rough pasture, used for sheep and cattle grazing, are found near the 
dale edges with sheep grazing on the open moor tops beyond.  Pockets of walled limestone meadow 
and pasture have been established on the shallow, loamy, better-drained soils associated with 
occasional areas of limestone scenery. 

Within the main body of the central moors upland heath is relatively scarce, being limited to pockets 
on the eastern slopes of Pen-y-ghent and Potts Moor and Old Cote Moor further east, above 
Littondale.  At the eastern edge of the area, however, between Bishopdale and the Eastern Moors, 
extensive upland heath is found on the peat-covered shallow tops of Naughtberry Hill, Carlton Moor, 
Melmerby Moor and Penhill, lending this area a similar character to the adjacent Eastern Moors.  

Tree cover is absent from the open moors.  At lower elevations occasional ash and sycamore are 
found in sheltered gills, scattered along streams at lower elevations or in groups around farms.  Small 
broadleaved woodlands, primarily of ash or sycamore with occasional hawthorn scrub, are sometimes 
found on steep, better-drained land or outcropping areas of limestone at the dale fringes, for example 
at the head of Bishopdale.  Many of these woods are undergrazed by sheep and are suffering from a 
lack of regeneration. 

Extensive areas of conifer planting have been established across the centre of the area, between 
Langstrothdale Chase and Baugh Fell.  The dark, enclosing, rectilinear forms of these plantings 
(mostly single aged Sitka Spruce stands) are at odds with the open, mosaic-like character of the 
surrounding moors and form a significant visual detractor.  Smaller conifer stands are seen on the 
northern tip of Naughtberry Hill and at the head of Coverdale, with equally alien and detracting effect.   

Roads through the area are those which interconnect the dales and are generally of historic origin (for 
example Galloway Gate, a former cattle drove route, between Dentdale and Garsdale, or the B6255 
between Ribbeldale and Widdale, a former turnpike road).  Whether crossing the open moortops or 
within elevated valleys these roads are isolated and little used, with no road markings and little 
signage present on the smaller roads.  Enclosure by drystone walls with wide grassy, wildflower 
verges at lower elevations often gives way to open roads with cattle grids on the moor tops.  Some 
moorland stretches have been enclosed by post and wire fencing.  Occasional stream crossings are 
denoted by short drystone wall or timber fence parapets rather than obvious bridges.  An extensive 
right of way network crosses the open moors and peaks, often following historic routes.  Panoramic 
views into and over the dales, between the Three Peaks and over the wider landscape beyond the 
Park boundary to the west and north west are a key feature. 

Settlement does not occur on the open moor tops and is very sparse in remaining areas, comprising 
upland farms, linked to roads and mostly found near the heads of dales.  The more remote farms are 
usually located within pockets of limestone scenery, taking advantage of the grazing qualities of 
limestone grassland.  Occasionally cottages or farmhouses have been abandoned.  Farmhouses are 
mostly of traditional stone rubble construction (using both limestone and sandstone depending on 
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local outcropping geology) or are rendered, with slate or stone roofs.  Outbuildings are a mixture of 
traditional stone buildings and modern buildings constructed from timber, corrugated plastic and 
asbestos sheeting or metal silos, clustered around the farmhouse.  Most farms retain a traditional 
character despite the presence of modern outbuildings. 

Other evidence of modern day use includes wooden pole overhead telephone and power cables, 
usually routed along roads, or vehicles parked on the roadside.  Jets flying overhead, or moving 
vehicles occasionally break the tranquillity. 

Evidence of previous use of the landscape is seen in occasional roadside limekilns or small quarries 
and mineral workings (eg shallow shaft coal pits near Galloway Gate, or lead working on the moor 
tops).  The latter are generally sparse and the tips are now so well vegetated or remote that they are 
hard to distinguish from the surrounding moorland. 

Drystone walls extend along roads and up from the dale edges, enclosing 'in bye' rough pasture and 
improved pasture and meadow or are found in isolated pockets where patches of limestone grassland 
have been enclosed.  Walled meadows are mostly accompanied by traditional field barns.  Wall 
construction is from locally gathered or quarried rock, often directly reflecting outcropping limestone, 
sandstone or gritstone geology and creating a distinct change in wall colour as geological boundaries 
are crossed.  Walls are often constructed directly over outcropping features such as limestone 
pavements or rocky ledges and serve to accentuate the stepped or concave topography of the area.  
Isolated circular or square drystone sheepfolds also occur. 
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38.  Eastern Gritstone Moors and Fells 

  Key Characteristics 

 Narrow band of elevated gritstone moorland, falling north and south from a central highpoint and 
forming the western edge of the much larger Nidderdale Millstone Grit plateau. 

 The main plateau comprises gently rounded hills with occasional stepping, giving way to more 
pronounced, lumpy knolls in the south of the area.  Appletreewick Moor drains internally, feeding 
Grimwith reservoir. 

 Gritstone crags and screes punctuate the rounded landforms, and are most prominent on the 
western edge of the plateau. 

 An exposed pocket of limestone geology forms a miniature karst landscape at Trollers Gill, with 
cliffs, screes, limestone grassland and ash/sycamore tree cover. 

 Steep-sided or rocky gills are cut through the gritstone, exposing underlying limestones and 
forming small waterfalls where rock ledges are crossed.  In areas of deep drift deposits frequent 
erosion gulleys give hillsides a ribbed appearance. 

 Streams are shallow and rocky with steep, eroded sides of grass/heather covered banks, 
broadening to small rocky rivers at lower elevations. 

 Landcover is primarily acid grassland with extensive areas of upland heath, which are managed 
for grouse shooting and of international nature conservation value. 

 Tree cover is often absent from the open moors, with scattered oak, mountain ash and birch on 
lower slopes or contained within sheltered gills.  Linear stands of alder line watercourses at lower 
elevations.  Conifer plantations create an alien effect at the northern and southern edges of the 
area. 

 Settlement is sparse primarily comprising farmsteads along road corridors, and also around 
Grimwith Reservoir and on the dales fringes.  Buildings are a mixture of traditional and modern 
with associated tree cover, walled pasture and meadow and infrequent field barns. 

 Grimwith Reservoir forms a large-scale man-made feature in the centre of Appletreewick Moor 
but is broadly in sympathy with the open character of the moors. 

 The remains of lead mining, in the form of waste tips and disturbed ground, are strongly evident 
on Grassington and Conistone Moors and to a lesser degree in other areas at Trollers Gill and 
along the B6265 corridor. 

 With the exception of the busy A59 and, to a lesser extent the B6265, roads and footpaths are 
isolated in character with panoramic views of the eastern dales, southern dales fringe and east 
across the Nidderdale AONB. 

 Drystone walls enclose the dale fringes giving way to larger areas of moorland enclosure or open 
moor, which is contiguous with the Nidderdale Moors.  Walls are constructed from gritstone 
except where exposed limestone geology is crossed where limestone is used. 

  Landscape Character 

The eastern gritstone moors and fells form the western edge of the much larger Nidderdale Millstone 
Grit plateau, which lies adjacent to the south eastern corner of the National Park.  The area forms a 
narrow band along the Park boundary from Braithwaite Moor (near Coverdale) in the north to 
Beamsley Moor, above Wharfedale in the south.  In its central section the area is divided from the 
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central moors and fells along the valley between Coverdale and Wharfedale and lies above the 
limestone moors of Conistone on the eastern flank of Wharfedale. 

From a central peak of 704m AOD at Great Whernside the area falls to around 413m AOD at 
Braithwaite Moor in the north and 393m AOD at Beamsley Moor in the south.  Within the area the 
National Park boundary broadly follows the natural watershed, with areas to the east draining to 
Nidderdale.  Most parts of the area drain west, directly to Coverdale or Wharfedale.  At Appletreewick 
Moor, however, the land drains inwardly to a central bowl, which is now occupied by Grimwith 
Reservoir, before draining to Wharfedale along the River Dibb. 

Landform comprises gently rounded domes on the main plateau, with occasional stepping and a 
transition to smaller-scale pronounced lumpy knolls at Barden Fell and Hazlewood Moor. 

Steep-sided or rocky gills (eg Gate Up Gill, Blea Gill, Trunla Gill, Trollers Gill) cut through the gritsone 
capping exposing gritstone crags and underlying limestones, most prominently at Trollers Gill, where 
a self-contained miniature karst landscape has developed.  In areas of deep drift cover (eg Cow Side 
in Coverdale) numerous steep, incised erosion gulleys run perpendicular to contours, giving the 
hillside a ribbed appearance. 

On the open moor tops gritstone is exposed as low, dark, blocky crags and scattered boulder fields.  
More extensive crags and screes are found on the western edges of the area, where the gritstone has 
been cut through by Wharfedale and Coverdale, including landmark crags such as Simons Seat on 
the northern edge of Barden Fell. 

Moorland streams are shallow and winding with rocky beds and steep eroding or grassy/heather 
covered banks, with occasional tree cover clinging to the sides of more sheltered gills.  In deeper 
gulleys exposed rock ledges form small waterfalls.  Downstream watercourses widen but maintain a 
rocky bed, with grassy banks, increasing tree cover, marginal habitats and rush filled hollows in flatter 
areas.   

Landcover is primarily acid grassland with large tracts of upland heath at Caldbergh Moor on the 
northern tip of the area and Conistone Moor, Appletreewick Moor, Barden Fell and Beamsley Moor in 
the southern half of the area.  With the exception of heathland at Conistone Moor these areas are 
contained within the East Nidderdale Moors and West Nidderdale Moors, Barden and Blubberhouses 
Moors SPAs and candidate SACs.  The dark colours and mosaic pattern of heathland contrasts with 
the bright green colours of bracken (found in large patches throughout the area on drier slopes) and 
the duller, lighter greens and browns of acid grassland.  In acidic areas scattered stunted oak, 
mountain ash and birch may be found on lower hill slopes or in gills. 

In limestone pockets (eg Trollers Gill) characteristic close-cropped, bright-green grassland flows 
around rock outcrops, with scattered ash, hawthorn and sycamore in lower areas.  Ash cling to cliffs 
and rocky ledges.  Large patches of bracken have established on upper slopes, where drift deposits 
provide deeper soils. 

Occasional plantation copses of beech and sycamore are found above Grassington, whilst linear 
stands of alder are found alongside larger watercourses at lower elevations (eg River Dibb).  Groups 
of ash and sycamore are found in association with farmsteads. 

Conifer plantations are mostly absent from the area with the exception of a large block at Witton Fell 
(at the extreme northern tip of the area) and fringing blocks around Barden Fell in Wharfedale. 

Settlement is limited to widely spaced traditional farmsteads, accompanied by modern outbuildings, 
alongside main roads (A59 and B6265) or occasional upland farms on the dales fringes and around 
Grimwith Reservoir.  Farmsteads are often associated with walled meadows, enclosed rough grazing 
and infrequent field barns. 

The A59 and, to a lesser extent, the B6365 are busy main roads, which pass through the area at 
Beamsley Moor and Appletreewick Moor respectively.  Smaller roads, with wide grass verges and 
enclosed by drystone walls are found at Appletreewick Pasture and above Grassington, leading to the 
disused lead mines.  An extensive right of way network crosses the area, linking to a recreational 
circuit around Grimwith Reservoir and open access land at Barden Fell and Hazlewood Moor.  Other 
than within the main road corridors roads and footpaths offer solitude and tranquillity. 
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Other than main roads the primary modern influence in the area is Grimwith Reservoir, occupying the 
centre of Appletreewick Moor.  The modern dam is low and grass covered and is broadly in sympathy 
with the broad, open sweep of the gritstone moors.  Wire fences and overhead lines are present in the 
area, primarily along road corridors and leading to farmsteads, but do not have a significant effect on 
character. 

Historic influence in the area is most evident in the extensive tips and workings left by the lead mining 
industry of the 18th and 19th centuries across Grassington and Conistone Moors and, to a less 
noticeable extent, within Trollers Gill.  Large areas of 'doughnut' shaped shallow shaft working 
remains follows the B6265 corridor from south of Grimwith Reservoir to Greenhow in the east, just 
beyond the Park boundary.  The restored cupola flue chimney on Grassington moor forms a 
distinctive local landmark on the open moors. 

Drystone walls enclose in-bye land around the dale fringes, giving way to large moorland enclosures 
across Appletreewick Moor.  The open tops of Barden fell, Hazlewood Moor, Beamsley Moor and 
Cow Side to West Scrafton Moor are enclosed to a lesser degree.  Caldbergh Moor, Conistone Moor 
and Grassington Moor remain unenclosed, running directly into the contiguous and open Nidderdale 
Moors in the east.  Walls are primarily constructed from gritstone but change to limestone over 
pockets of outcropping limestone geology, for example at Trollers Gill. 
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39.  Limestone Moors 

  Key Characteristics 

 A series of areas following the exposed Great Scar Limestone across the southern part of the 
National Park, separated by the southern dales, and containing many areas of international and 
national biological or geological value. 

 Exposed limestone features including cliffs, screes, gorges, pavements and scattered boulders 
dominate the landscape, creating a rugged, worn character.  These combine with shallow soil 
cover, shakeholes, potholes and caves to form classic karst landscape. 

 Panoramic views are available across the southern dales and southern dales fringes.  In the 
western part of the area views are dominated by the Three Peaks landforms of Ingleborough, 
Whernside and Pen-y-ghent. 

 Closely grazed, springy, flower-rich grasslands form a neat, continuous, bright green carpet 
between exposed rock features.  Many areas are recognised as being of high nature conservation 
value. 

 Several large, semi-natural, undergrazed woodlands occur on the dale sides with a few, small, 
isolated plantations at higher elevations.  A more continuous pattern of plantations has been 
established within the estate around Malham Tarn.  Scattered trees or open, grazed woodland 
occur on scree slopes and cliffs, with occasional windblown trees or shrubs in cliffs and 
pavements at higher levels.  

 A general absence of streams and surface water features, with the exception of occasional small 
tarns and limited numbers of springs at the base of the limestone moors, mainly around 
Ingleborough.  Malham Tarn is a atypical, forming a large waterbody in the central bowl of the 
Malham/Arncliffe area. 

 Settlement is very limited, comprising mainly upland farmsteads in the Malham/Arncliffe area.  
Urban influences such as overhead wires and fences are scarce, tending to be concentrated 
around Malham Tarn. 

 Quarries eat into the sides of the limestone moors but are often well hidden except in local views 
or views from opposing dale sides. 

 An extensive network of historic routes and modern footpaths/tourist routes crosses the area.  
Former drove roads form wide, walled green lanes.  Roads are mostly limited to minor lanes 
within the Malham/Arncliffe area, some are open whilst others are contained within high drystone 
walls, with verges of varying width and small roadside quarries. 

 Drystone walls are frequent, forming medium size enclosures on the dales fringes giving way to 
larger enclosures or limited open areas.  Wall pattern is strongly rectilinear, passing straight over 
and taking little or no account of natural features. 

  Landscape Character 

The limestone moors are located in a band across the southern part of the National Park between 
Ingleton in the west and Grassington in the east, where the underlying Great Scar Limestone has 
been exposed.  They occur as a series of seven areas separated by mainly north south trending dales 
and are contained between the Central Moors and Three Peaks, the southern dales fringes, the 
Southern Gritstone Moors and Fells and the Eastern Gritstone Moors and Fells character areas as 
follows, in west to east order: 

 Keld Head and adjoining scars west of Kingsdale; 
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 Scars and pavements at Twisleton Scars and Scales Moor between Kingsdale and Chapel le 
Dale; 

 Extensive scars and pavements around the base of Ingleborough between Chapel le Dale and 
Crummackdale/Ribblesdale including White Scars, Moughton Scars and Thwaite Scars; 

 Giggleswick Scar and pavements between Crummackdale and Ribblesdale; 

 The Malham/Arncliffe area, extending in a broadly triangular shape between Ribblesdale, 
Littondale and Wharfedale including Attermire Scar, Malham Cove, Gordale Scar, Malham Moor, 
Kilnsey Moor, Hawkswick Clowder, Yew Cogar Scar, Kilnsey Crag and Malham Tarn.  The 
character area encompasses an island of deeper drift cover and acidic soils over limestone at 
Mastiles Moor; 

 A v-shaped area on the southern edges of Hawkswick Moor at the junction of Wharfedale and 
Littondale, including Gate Cote Scar and Knipe Scar; 

 The western edge of Conistone Moor/Grassington Moor above Wharfedale between Grassington 
in the south and Kettlewell in the north. 

The limestone moors range primarily through elevations between 240-450m AOD, corresponding with 
the exposure of the Great Scar Limestone.  In the largest single limestone area, at Malham/Arncliffe, 
elevations reach 531m AOD.  Landform closely follows the underlying geology, with stepped or sheer 
outcrops, steeply angled scree slopes and gently rounded tops or limestone plateaux and pavements 
on hill tops.   

Exposed rock is the principle characteristic of the limestone moors, with extensive limestone cliffs 
(‘scars’), screes, pavements and scattered boulders present throughout all seven parts of the 
character area.  The extent of exposed rock lends the area a rugged, worn character.  Outcrops are 
often banded, exhibiting the differential strengths of the various layers of limestone from which the 
Great Scar Limestone is composed.  This is clearly seen in the Keld Head, Twisleton Scars and 
Conistone areas and at Yew Cogar Scar near Arncliffe.  Further variation is seen in the shape and 
form of limestone cliffs, for example steep, sheer sided cliffs are found at Great Close Scar east of 
Malham Tarn; tumbling, knobbly cliffs occur at Twisleton Scars and Attermire Scar; classic 
‘buttresses’ and extensive screes are seen at Great Hill Scar on the eastern edge of Fountains Fell.  
Rock colour varies but mainly takes on a light grey or white appearance and contributes strongly to 
the ‘light’ appearance of limestone moor scenery compared to other, darker, upland areas.  Deeper, 
atypical drift deposits create an open landscape, with little exposed rock, in the centre of the 
Malham/Arncliffe area around Malham Tarn and Mastiles Moor.  Major limestone features including 
Kilnsey Crag and Malham Cove sit on the boundary of the limestone moors whilst Gordale Scar with 
its spectacular cliffs is contained within the Malham/Arncliffe area. 

Limestone pavements occur throughout but are most extensive in the western parts of the character 
area at Keld Head, Twisleton and around the base of Ingleborough, where they occupy the majority of 
the area.  At Giggleswick, Malham/Arncliffe and Conistone large pockets of pavements are broken by 
limestone grassland or, in the vicinity of Mastiles Moor/Malham Tarn the atypical incursion of acidic or 
neutral grassland associated with underlying deeper drift geology.  Pavements typically form level, 
often stepped, plateaux above the dale sides and extending back from cliff tops.  At Norber, 
sandstone erratics, carried by glaciers during the last Ice Age, have been deposited on the limestone 
pavements, producing dramatic sculptural effects. 

Caves are sometimes visible as dark spots in the side of limestone cliffs and are well spread across 
the seven limestone moors areas.  At Ingleborough, White Scar Cave and Ingleborough Cave have 
been exploited for tourist purposes, giving rise to associated buildings and car parks.  Within the 
Malham/Arncliffe area, at Attermire Scar, a sequence of caves is present including Attermire, 
Horseshoe, Victoria, Albert and Jubilee Caves, the latter three being known or suspected to be of 
archaeological value for the prehistoric remains they contain. 

The limestone moors are characterised by a general absence of watercourses, resulting from the 
porosity of shallow soil layers over the fissured limestone bedrock.  The route of surface water into the 
bedrock is marked by numerous shake holes and potholes which are dotted across the limestone 
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moors.  Shakeholes produce a ‘dimpled’ landform when sufficiently close together whilst potholes 
form larger, open shafts leading directly down into the bedrock (eg Gaping Gill, Alum Pot).  Often 
these features are only evident at close range or when viewed from nearby elevated positions (for 
example shakeholes are visible when looking south west on the Arncliffe Road near Nab End) .  
Occasional springs and small tarns are found within some of the elevated limestone areas around 
Ingleborough, Malham and Conistone.  More extensive springs are present around the base of the 
Ingleborough limestone moors and at higher elevations on the eastern side of Ingleborough at 
Selside.  Malham Tarn forms an exception to the above, comprising a large water body in the 
landform bowl in the centre of the Malham/Arncliffe area.  Pockets of deeper, impermeable drift 
geology to the west and east (at Mastiles Moor) of Malham Tarn are an anomaly within the limestone 
moors character area, creating small moorland streams which are more typical of the Yoredales 
geology found within the main body of the National Park to the north.  Becks running off Mastiles 
Moor feed Gordale Beck, a shallow, fast flowing rocky watercourse which runs through Gordale Scar. 

Landcover is primarily herb-rich calcareous grassland, supported by thin, well drained soils and 
maintained by livestock farming with sheep and cattle with additional grazing by rabbits.  Within the 
centre of the Malham/Arncliffe area deeper drift soils support an atypical pocket of neutral and acidic 
grassland at Mastiles Moor.  The closely grazed character and brighter colours of the calcareous 
grasslands contrast with the darker, often brownish colours of the acidic and grasslands.  Although 
atypical of the limestone moors character area, a concentration of flower rich hay meadows occurs at 
lower elevations on calcareous soils around Bordley, on the southern edge of the Malham/Arncliffe 
area.  Flower rich verges are found within walled sections of road in the Malham area. 

In most areas woodlands are limited to occasional large blocks adjacent to the dale fringes and often 
used as wood pasture (eg Wharfe Wood, Oxenber Wood, and Feizor Wood at Giggleswick and 
Bastow Wood at Conistone) or linear strips which follow the shelter of gills (eg along Clapdale Drive 
near Ingleborough Cave).  A few mixed plantations are found at higher elevations, such as Rayside 
Plantation at Ingleborough.  In the central bowl of the Malham/Arncliffe area woodland cover is more 
extensive where a chain of mixed woodlands has been established around Malham Tarn.  In the 
semi-natural woodlands species primarily include ash and hazel, with some hawthorn, rowan, and 
planted sycamore.  Oak, bird cherry and rock whitebeam are also found in the woodlands below 
Giggleswick and Common Scars.  Plantations mostly comprise sycamore and ash.   

Ash, hawthorn, rowan and sycamore occur throughout the area as scattered individuals on grassland 
and limestone pavements and are more commonly found together on steep slopes and cliffs, 
sometimes with yew (as seen at Yew Cogar Scar near Arncliffe).  On the pavements and more 
exposed cliffsides trees and shrubs are often windblown, producing dramatic leaning shapes. 

The high biological and geological value of the limestone moors is recognised by numerous 
designations including SSSIs (eg Bastow Wood, Oxenber Wood, Langcliffe Scars and Jubilee, Albert 
and Victoria Caves), inclusion of parts of the Ingleborough area within a National Nature Reserve, 
Special Areas of Conservation at Keld Head, Twisleton, Malham/Arncliffe and Conistone and a 
Ramsar Site at Malham Tarn. 

Evidence of earlier human activity in the area is seen in the form of enclosure, settlement and field 
system remains at higher elevations, for example on Conistone Moor.  Bellpits, shafts, adits and tips 
remaining from the lead mining industry are mainly scattered across the eastern parts of the character 
area at Malham/Arncliffe and Conistone.  These remains of earlier activity are often grown over and 
form only localised influences.  Modern settlement within the limestone moors is limited to the 
Malham/Arncliffe area where scattered upland farms occur around Malham Tarn, along the road to 
Arncliffe and south of Mastiles Moor, at the hamlet of Bordley.  Malham Tarn House has been 
converted to a field studies centre.  Traditional farm buildings of limestone rubble and sandstone slate 
roof construction are sometimes accompanied by modern outbuildings, where the light grey/bleached 
colour of faded timber cladding is sympathetic to limestone character.  Influences of the tourist 
industry and modern needs are seen at White Scar Cave, which is surrounded by visitor buildings, 
and an adjacent service reservoir, both located at the western foot of Ingleborough. 

Roads are absent from all of the limestone moor areas with the exception of Malham/Arncliffe where a 
network of minor lanes provides access between Malham, Malham Tarn and Arncliffe, in Littondale.  
Roads near Malham are enclosed by tall drystone walls but often have wide verges (a remainder from 
earlier droving days) and small roadside quarries (excavated for walling stone).  Roads across 
Malham Moor are generally open, with some stretches enclosed by post and wire fencing.  
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Occasional overhead lines on poles follow roads or cross fields near Malham Tarn but are absent 
from other limestone areas.  Large scale quarries represent the main modern influence within the 
character area.  They are located on the edges of the Ingleborough (Arcow, Foredale and Beecroft 
Quarries), Giggleswick (Giggleswick Quarry), and Malham/Arncliffe (Threshfield and Kilnsey Quarries) 
areas.  Some quarries are well hidden but others (eg Beecroft) are visible over a wide area, 
particularly from opposing dale sides. 

Panoramic views are available over the southern dales and dales fringes.  The internal bowl of the 
Malham/Arncliffe area, centred on Malham Tarn is visually self contained, with an almost sheltered 
quality compared to other, more exposed upland areas.  In the western part of the character area the 
limestone moors are closely juxtaposed with Ingleborough and Whernside, which dominate local 
views.  Pen-y-ghent is also a dramatic landmark in views from these areas.  In close range views the 
fractured patterns of limestone pavements and the delicacy of calcareous wildflowers provide a level 
of detail and interest largely absent from other upland character areas. 

Limestone drystone walls enclose the majority of the limestone moors, with rectilinear enclosure 
patterns taking little or no account of natural features, often passing directly over pavements and 
outcrops.  Field pattern varies considerably but typically comprises medium size enclosures on the 
edges of dales giving way to larger enclosures and some open areas on the pavements above.  Walls 
are sometimes raised with a top band of wire mesh supported on leaning wooden poles.  Gate posts 
are made of gritstone.  Sheep creeps and folds occur throughout the area.  
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40.  Southern Gritstone Moors and Fells 

  Key Characteristics 

 Four outlying islands of elevated gritstone moorland set within and overlooking the Craven and 
southern dales, falling gradually south and south east from high points on the northern and 
western sides. 

 Landform comprises gently rounded hills with occasional stepping.  Flasby Fell comprises a 
distinctive series of small conical peaks. 

 Winterburn Moor and Barden Moor drain internally, feeding three man-made reservoirs with grass 
covered dams. 

 Dark, blocky, gritstone crags and screes punctuate Barden Moor, most noticeably on the edges, 
but are less prominent or are absent from the other moors. 

 Streams are shallow and rocky with steep, eroded sides of grass/heather covered banks, 
broadening to small rocky rivers at lower elevations. 

 Landcover varies between the four areas with acid grassland and rough pasture dominating 
Scosthrop Moor, Winterburn Moor and Flasby Fell and upland heath (of international conservation 
value) dominating Barden Moor.  Occasional walled upland hay meadows are found in isolated 
positions within the open moors. 

 Tree cover is generally absent from the open moors, with copses and larger mixed ancient semi-
natural woodland and conifers on the lower slopes of Winterburn Moor, Flasby fell and Barden 
Moor.   

 Dark, alien blocks of conifer plantations encroach on to the edges of Scosthrop Moor, Flasby Fell 
and Barden Moor with smaller plantations at higher levels on the sides of Scosthrop Moor and 
Winterburn Moor. 

 Settlement is sparse primarily comprising farmsteads around reservoirs and within the sheltered 
valley between Winterburn Moor and Threshfield Moor.  Buildings are a mixture of traditional and 
modern with associated tree cover, walled pasture and meadow and infrequent field barns. 

 Minor roads cross parts of the moors impinging locally on solitude but with little effect on wider 
character.  White, limestone surfaced tracks are prominent against the darker heather on Barden 
Moor. 

 Drystone walls enclose the dale fringes giving way to larger areas of moorland enclosure across 
Scosthrop Moor, Winterburn Moor and Flasby Fell.  Walls are constructed from gritstone except 
where exposed limestone geology is crossed.  The main body of Barden Moor remains 
unenclosed. 

 Lower areas of Winterburn Moor contain smaller fields, meadows, pasture, trees and occasional 
barns forming a transition between the open moor and sheltered dales. 

 An extensive rights of way network crosses the moors.  The main body of Barden Moor is open 
access land, which is heavily used during the summer months. 

  Landscape Character 

The southern gritstone moors and fells are outliers of the main Nidderdale Millstone Grit plateau, 
which lies to the east of the National Park.  They form four distinct islands of high ground within and 
overlooking the Craven and southern dales fringes at Scosthrop High Moor/Kirkby Fell, Winterburn 
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Moor/Threshfield Moor, Flasby Fell and Barden Moor/Embsay Moor/Burnsall and Thorpe 
Fell/Rylstone Fell. 

Overall landform is generally defined by high points on the northern and western edges of the areas 
(Rye Loaf Hill rising to 547m AOD on Scosthrop Moor, Weets Top rising to 400m AOD on Winterburn 
Moor, Rough Haw rising to 339m on Flasby Fell and Cracoe Fell rising to 500m AOD on Barden 
Moor).  Steep northern and north western flanks contrast with gently rounded, undulating slopes 
falling gradually to the south and south east.  Flasby Fell is dominated by the distinct pointed conical 
hills of Sharp Haw and Rough Haw. 

The crowns of Scosthrop Moor and Flasby Fell shed water directly to surrounding areas.  Winterburn 
Moor generally drains to a central north-south valley formed by Hetton Common Beck and now 
dammed to create Winterburn Reservoir.  In a similar manner, Barden Moor primarily drains into itself, 
feeding Upper Barden and Lower Barden Reservoirs before joining the Wharfe via Barden Beck.   

Dark, blocky gritstone crags and screes crown the steep western flank of Barden Moor and form a 
prominent landmark at Embsay Crag on the southern edge of the moor.  Further, occasional low 
crags are set within the main body of the moor, accompanied by fields of scattered gritstone boulders.  
Outcropping gritstone is generally absent from the other moors but small areas of scattered gritstone 
boulders are found on the moor tops and steep northern flank at Kirkby Fell on Scosthrop Moor. 

Shallow, rocky moorland streams or peaty channels are often obscured by surrounding grass or 
heather cover and do not form a significant component of wider landscape character.  Occasional 
steep-sided eroding gulleys are found at the edges of the moors, sometimes exposing softer shales 
(eg Black Gill Beck on the western edge of Scosthrop Moor).  At lower elevations watercourses widen, 
accompanied by grassy, boulder banks, increasing tree and shrub cover and patches of 
marginal/rushy vegetation. 

Landcover varies between the different moors.  Scosthrop Moor is almost entirely covered in acid 
grassland and rough pasture, lending the area a particularly bleak character.  Contrasted with this are 
several high-level, isolated walled meadows (with field barns) which stand out as bright green patches 
in the duller browns and yellows of moorland grasses.  Winterburn and Threshfield Moors comprise 
rushy acid grassland on the exposed moor tops with occasional high-level hay meadows and barns.  
In-bye pasture and meadows mainly occur in the shelter of the central valley or at lower elevations on 
the edges of the moor, around Bordley Hall in the north and Winterburn village in the south.  Typically 
these areas are associated with small field sizes, occasional field barns and increasing tree cover, 
creating a transition from the moors to a dales character.  Flasby Fell is primarily covered with rushy 
pasture and acid grassland, with several small pockets of upland heath on Sharp Haw.  Barden Moor 
is comprised mainly of upland heath (used for grouse shooting) and larger pockets of acid grassland 
and rough pasture on the northern and southern tips of the area.  Barden Moor forms part of the West 
Nidderdale Moors, Barden and Blubberhouses Moors SPAs and candidate SACs.  The dark colours 
and mosaic pattern of heathland contrasts with the bright green colours of bracken (found in large 
patches throughout the area on drier gill sides) and the duller, lighter greens and browns of acid 
grassland.  Scattered stunted oak, mountain ash and birch may be found on lower hill slopes or in 
gills. 

At Scosthrop Moor broadleaved woodland cover is confined to a small wood on the top of the moor 
and several copses around the area perimeter.  Pockets of broadleaved plantations are found on the 
lower slopes of Winterburn and Threshfield Moors, with a collection of ancient semi-natural woodlands 
(including some conifer replanting) occurring in the shelter of Winterburn Beck valley, south of the 
reservoir.  Large areas of ancient semi-natural woodland with conifer interplanting also occur on the 
western slopes of Flasby Fell and the lower western slopes of Sun Moor at Barden Moor.  
Broadleaved woodland is absent from the exposed moor tops in these areas. 

Conifer plantations form dark, alien, rectilinear blocks encroaching on the edges of Scosthrop Moor, 
Flasby Fell and Barden Fell, forming part of larger plantings, which extend down into the dales.  On 
the moor tops conifer planting is limited, comprising a small block on Scosthrop Moor and a larger 
series of linear plantings extending up the slopes of Winterburn Moor west of the reservoir.   

Settlement on the moors is confined to several Victorian stone lodges and farms around the reservoirs 
on Barden Moor and a chain of traditional farms, lodges and Bordley Hall in the central valley 
between Winterburn and Threshfield Moors.  The reservoir dams themselves are broad low grass 
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covered banks, which stand out from the surrounding darker heather vegetation on Barden Moor due 
to their lighter colour.  Access tracks to the reservoirs and grouse moors are constructed from 
limestone and stand out as gleaming white ribbons against the heather.  Grouse shooting butts are 
found across Barden Moor in small linear groups.  Occasional overhead lines run along roads or to 
farms but do not have a significant effect on the character of the four areas. 

A number of minor roads cross the moors.  They are usually enclosed by drystone walls at lower 
elevations and open with cattle grids on the moor tops.  The low-key nature of these roads and limited 
traffic has little effect on wider character.  Public rights of way are found across the four areas with the 
most extensive netwroks being found at Winterburn and Threshfield Moors and Barden Moor, which is 
open access land north of the road between Barden and Embsay.  Barden Moor is often busy and 
well-used by walkers.  The other moors are less frequently used, providing a higher degree of solitude 
and tranquillity. 

Gritstone walls enclose the fringes and tops of Scosthrop Moor, Winterburn and Threshfield Moors 
and Flasby Fell, snaking across the moors as dark lines.  Enclosure at Barden Moor is limited to 
pockets of hay meadow and pasture near the reservoir and moorland south of the Barden-Embsay 
road, with the main body of the moor remaining unenclosed.   
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5. QUALITY OF LIFE CAPITAL ASSESSMENT  

Methodology 

5.1 Previously developed by the Countryside Agency under the name of Environmental 
Capital Assessment, the Quality of Life Capital approach is being promoted jointly 
by the Countryside Agency, English Heritage, English Nature and the Environment 
Agency as a means of providing a systematic way to identify what matters within the 
environment and how to manage it.  The approach may also be applied to economic 
and social factors and as means of creating integrated thinking between these 
factors and the environment.  In the case of this study the purpose of using the QoL 
approach is to identify factors which provide environmental benefits and disbenefits 
within the landscape of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, and to identify broad 
management objectives for the future.  

5.2 The relationship of QoL to the landscape characterisation process is clear; 
characterisation describes the landscape whereas QoL evaluates and derives aims 
for the landscape.  Within this study QoL has been applied to the distinctive range 
of elements which go together to form the landscape (eg drystone walls and barns, 
limestone outcrops), area-wide benefits which the landscape may provide (eg 
peace and solitude, dark skies) and detractors (eg quarries) which may have an 
adverse effect of landscape character. 

5.3 QoL guidance has been obtained from the website Quality of Life Capital 
(www.qualityoflifecapital.org.uk). 

5.4 QoL guidance indicates that both expert and community views need to be reflected 
in the evaluation process.  Time constraints have not allowed community 
consultation to inform this study but discussion with a group of National Park 
officers has enabled local experience to be reflected in the assessment process.   

5.5 In agreement with the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, the consultants have 
applied the QoL approach to this study in three steps, as described below and set 
out in Tables 5, 6, 7 and 8: 

Step 1: identify the range of landscape elements and features within the Park and why they 
matter, for example limestone pavements contribute to a range of attributes (representative 
feature, landscape pattern, educational/scientific resource etc).  The range of elements 
identified in this part of the process was gathered as part of the fieldwork undertaken for 
landscape character assessment.  Please refer to Table 5. 

Step 2: assesses each of the elements and features identified in Table 5 against a series of 
criteria: 

a) the relative scale (national, regional or local) of benefit or disbenefit 
provided by the feature, (limestone pavement for example provides a 
benefit at international and national level).  

b) the effect of recent trends on the feature (eg is it declining, stable or 
increasing); 

c) possible future trends and forces which may affect the feature 
(positive trends such as agri-environment schemes or negative trends 
such as climate change); 

d) whether the feature is substitutable (eg limestone pavement is not 
substitutable whereas a quarried roadside exposure may be); 

e) priority (or importance) of the feature in relation to the landscape 
character of the Yorkshire Dales; 
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Each feature is then given a management prescription (conserve, restore or enhance, as 
defined below) to act as a guide for both existing and future environmental management 
initiatives within the Park and act as a framework from which future landscape guidelines 
may be developed: 

 Conserve – protect features of distinctive landscape, ecological, 
geological or historic value from development or other forms of activity 
which would diminish the value of the feature; 

 Restore – reinstate features which may have been lost or damaged 
due to decline or neglect (eg dry stone walls and barns); 

 Enhance – take positive action to ameliorate the effects of 
development (eg enhancement of settlement edges) or to increase the 
amount of a desirable feature (eg rights of way, woodlands). 

Please refer to Table 6 for the results of this process. 

For ease of reference Table 6 is divided into those landscape features which provide 
benefits (eg limestone pavements, flower-rich meadows) and those which act as detractors 
in the landscape (eg quarries, wire fences).  

The scale of benefit (or disbenefit) provided by a feature and its priority have been derived 
from a combination of existing designations (eg SSSI, SAC) together with professional 
judgement by the consultants and officer comment. 

The range of forces which have driven past change and which may drive future change in 
the landscape has been identified by the consultants from desktop study of National Park, 
Countryside Agency, FRCA, MAFF and adjoining planning authority documents, together 
with personal observation and experience of National Park officers.  These forces are 
described in detail in the following section of the QoL assessment and are then crystallised 
and applied within the subsequent QoL assessment tables. 

Step 3: identifies the relative (minor, moderate, major) contribution made by landscape 
elements and features (both benefits and detractors) to landscape character on a dale by 
dale basis, as set out in Table 7.  The same process is applied to the uplands within Table 
8, reflecting the different range of benefits and detractors found there compared to the 
dales.  This approach is intended to provide a close link with the landscape character 
assessment process, enabling both the essence of which features are important in a dale to 
be rapidly disseminated and creating a hierarchy which allows resources to be directed first 
to areas where their application may be of most benefit to future landscape character.  For 
example, monies for barn and wall restoration might first be applied to dales where these 
features are of most importance to landscape character and, if these areas are satisfactorily 
dealt with, to subsequent dales where they are important but less distinctive features in 
terms of overall landscape character. 
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Change in the Landscape  

5.6 The landscape of the Yorkshire Dales National Park has evolved from the 
combination of many centuries of man’s use of the land and the inherent geological, 
topographical and hydrological characteristics of the area.  The landscape 
continues to evolve in response to forces for change, which may be imposed by 
land use practice and wider economic, global and demographic factors.  As a 
whole, given its distinctive landscape character, important habitats, geological 
features, archaeological sites and National Park status, the Yorkshire Dales 
landscape is considered to be very sensitive to change. 

5.7 The Yorkshire Dales, by virtue of its National Park status, tends to avoid major built-
development pressures that occur in other parts of the country including large-scale 
industrial/retail development, roads, transmission lines, significant settlement 
expansion and major new mineral extraction proposals. The park is not immune, 
however, to global changes or to the consequences of national demographic, 
economic and lifestyle changes.  The main forces driving change in the landscape 
character of the National Park have been, and are likely to remain, developments in 
agricultural practice and the effect of numerous small-scale, minor developments.  
The latter can add up to important cumulative effects, which can considerably 
weaken and detract from the character of the wider landscape.    

5.8 Key forces for change which have had an historic influence on the Yorkshire Dales 
landscape we see today and predicted pressures for change, primarily arising from 
economic and policy issues, and which may shape the future landscape of the 
National Park, are discussed below. 

5.9 Forces for change were identified by the consultants from desk-top study of a range 
of National Park, Countryside Agency and other documents.  The issues identified 
from desk study were then discussed and refined at a meeting with staff from the 
Park Authority on 5 July 2001.  

5.10 Potential landscape change is considered under the following headings:  

 Agricultural Practice 

 Return to a More Natural Landscape 

 Trees, Woodland and Commercial Forestry 

 Recreation and Tourism  

 Settlement Change and Expansion 

 Communications, Power Generation and Distribution 

 Roads and Traffic 

 Quarries 

 External Influences 

 Aerial Pollution and Climate Change 

 Geological and Archaeological Features 

 Public Opinion 
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5.11 Potential drivers of change identified in this section are considered later in the 
Quality of Life assessment at, where the relationship between potential pressures 
and the effect they may have on landscape elements (eg drystone walls, flower rich 
meadows) is explored further. 

5.12 The tables below summarise the key landscape character changes which have 
recently occurred within the National Park and forces which may lead to future 
change: 

Result of Past Forces for Change on Landscape Elements 

5.13 Past forces for change have led to impacts on landscape character described 
below.  The effect of these changes is not uniformly spread through the National 
Park.  Impact may be clearly noticeable in some locations (eg  coniferous plantation 
at Langstrothdale Chase) or may result in a general erosion of landscape character 
(eg gradual loss of barns, drystone walls and woodlands). 

1. Disrepair or loss of drystone walls and barns  

2. Loss of hedgerows 

3. Increase in fencing  

4. Loss of rough pasture to improved pasture 

5. Loss of hay meadows to improved meadow 

6. Decline in species rich grasslands  

7. Decline in calcareous grasslands 

8. Decline in wetlands / wet grasslands and drainage of upland areas 

9. Removal of limestone pavement for rockery stone 

10. Construction of new larger farm buildings 

11. Inappropriate conversion or dereliction of farm buildings  

12. Farm diversification projects  

13. Highway improvements 

14. Tourism impacts  

15. Suburbanisation 

16. Loss and decline of broadleaved woodland 

17. Coniferous plantation 

18. Historic impact of past mineral workings 

Current Trends/ Future Pressures 

5.14 The impact of the above changes, most notably those relating to changes in 
agricultural practice and habitat loss has led to the development of a raft of 
schemes within the National Park aimed at addressing agri-environment issues, 
habitat protection and diversity and woodland management.  Whilst beneficial, 
these schemes in themselves promote changes which are likely to have a 
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noticeable effect on future landscape character within the National Park.  The 
cumulative effect of numerous small development changes, primarily related to 
suburbanisation, is expected to continue.  Wider issues relating to the future of 
agriculture, how the landscape is managed and global environmental problems are 
also identified as being potential forces for change. 

1. Decline of traditional farming practices may be halted/reversed by agri-
environment schemes  

2. Review of government policy in favour of increased subsidy/ support 
away from production targets towards environmental protection and 
support for the rural economy 

3. Reform of CAP  

4. Consumer demand and changing preferences eg for specialist 
foods/organic foods/ farmers markets 

5. Farm diversification /conversion of traditional buildings/ requirements for 
new buildings for rural business/recreation/tourism.  

6. Foot and Mouth disease 

7. Biodiversity Action Plan for habitat improvement and reinstatement (eg 
reversal of upland drainage) 

8. Woodland strategy will result in an increase in woodland cover across 
the National Park 

9. Reversal of some areas to a ‘non-managed’ or wilder landscape 

10. Public opinion and expectations for retention of ‘traditional’ dales 
character 

11. Tourism impacts, through increased visitor numbers and provision of 
tourist facilities 

12. Highway improvements 

13. Climate change and airborne pollution 

14. Suburbanisation 

15. Loss and decline of broadleaved woodland 

16. Increasing need for renewable energy forms 

17. Continued demand for aggregates regionally/nationally (mostly for road 
building) 

Agricultural Practice  

5.15 The landscape of the Yorkshire Dales National Park is primarily pastoral in 
character, relying on grazing or hay production for management of both the 
traditional meadows within the dales and the open moor tops.  In turn, key features 
of the landscape which are allied to livestock management, such as drystone walls, 
barns and farmsteads are also potentially sensitive to changes in agricultural 
practice.   
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5.16 Until recently, national agricultural policy has been aimed at maximising food 
production.  The adverse impact of this approach on some of the most precious 
landscapes including the Yorkshire Dales was recognized in the 1980’s resulting in 
the introduction of the Pennine Dales Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) 
scheme in 1987 which was subsequently expanded in 1992 and again in 1997.  The 
ESA scheme encourages farmers to manage land in a way which protects its 
landscape, ecological and historic interest, in return for an annual payment.  Within 
the National Park the certain dales or parts of dales areas are included within  the 
ESA scheme.  Moorland areas, however, are excluded from the scheme, with 
farmers continuing to receive subsidy and price support under the Less Favoured 
Areas scheme. 

5.17 Further initiatives including Countryside Stewardship, English Nature’s Wildlife 
Enhancement Scheme, the Farm Conservation Scheme, the Barns and Walls 
Conservation Scheme also seek to redress the balance between agricultural 
production and environmental interests. 

5.18 Key landscape pressures resulting from the shift away from traditional agricultural 
practice include:  

1.  Agricultural change from rough pasture/hay meadows to improved meadow and 
pasture (silage production rather than hay) particularly within lower dale slopes. 

Traditionally, in-bye (walled) land within the lower slopes of the dales is cut for hay, 
with grazing in spring and autumn.  In-bye land within the upper dale slopes is 
predominantly used as pasture for grazing throughout the year, with occasional 
meadows.  The resulting herb-rich vegetation of these meadows and pastures is a 
key component of the National Park landscape, bringing seasonally changing 
colours and textures and a diverse, rich pastoral character to the dales.  Modern 
farming practice has moved towards intensification of grassland management, 
including land drainage, re-seeding and fertiliser application, which increases 
productivity (for silage and increased stock numbers) but reduces herb species, with 
a resultant impact on ecological diversity and landscape character of the dales.  (ref 
4)  The resultant decline in hay production and its replacement with round bale 
silage can have a significant effect on landscape character.  Furthermore, an 
increase in stocking rates and a shift in the balance of sheep to cattle (a 60% 
increase in sheep numbers and corresponding decrease in cattle numbers) has led 
to adverse changes in the species composition of many grassland habitats, 
particularly in limestone areas of the National Park.  Levelling of pastures and 
destruction of historic features and topography may also occur as a result of 
intensification. 

2.  Disrepair/loss of drystone walls and barns (through changed grazing practice 
and housing herds closer to farmstead). 

Where extensive grazing or ‘ranching’ is practiced, the need for small fields is 
obviated.  The resulting lack of necessity to separate fields may lead to drystone 
walls becoming redundant and falling into disrepair.  The Countryside Commission 
(ref 1) identified that within the Yorkshire Dales National Park, from the 1970’s to 
late 1980’s, some 20.3km of drystone walls and 10.3km of hedgerows were lost, 
compared to a gain of 88km in fencing.  Expressed as % changes compared to the 
overall lengths of field boundaries within the National Park this reflects a 2.0% loss 
of drystone walls, 1.0% loss of hedgerows and a 21.8% gain in fences (including 
woodland enclosures).  Drystone walls and hedgerows may be expensive to repair 
and are sometimes replaced with timber or wire fencing causing further erosion of 
landscape character.  ‘Ranching’ also results in sub-division of the open moor tops 
with wire fencing to separate flocks or, increasingly, to exclude grazing in order to 
encourage heather regeneration. 
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Similarly, isolated field barns and cattle byres, historically used for housing cattle 
through the winter and storing hay in the loft, are often no longer required as 
modern farming systems have moved towards silage making and housing larger 
herds close to the farmstead (ref 4).  Barns may fall into dereliction and be stripped 
of their flag roofs, leading to significant change in the landscape. 

Some drystone walls are being dismantled and sold for building stone, particularly 
outside agri-environmental or rural conservation areas. 

3.  Introduction of unsympathetic new farm buildings, to meet modern farming 
needs or inappropriate conversion or dereliction of redundant buildings. 

Traditional agricultural buildings and farmhouses make a major contribution to 
landscape character within the National Park.  Allied to the intensification of farming 
practice is the potential for introduction of unsympathetic new agricultural 
development (eg large sheds to over winter stock and slurry tanks) which might 
provide important agricultural benefits but may be out of scale with traditional 
buildings, may detract visually from traditional farmstead groups or may be 
constructed from unsuitable modern materials.  Similarly, vernacular buildings may 
be neglected when they are no longer suited for modern farming purposes.  
Pressure may arise to convert redundant agricultural buildings for employment, 
residential or holiday use, providing an alternative source of farm income but 
sometimes resulting in loss of traditional character.  These factors may combine to 
weaken the distinctive vernacular architecture of buildings within the Dales which, in 
turn, may weaken wider landscape character.  Loss of farm buildings within villages 
may also change settlement character. 

5.19 The importance of agriculture in shaping the future character of the landscape is 
recognised by the Countryside Agency in their publication ‘Tomorrows Countryside 
– 2020 Vision’.  The impact of issues such as global markets, concerns over food 
safety, consumer demands and new technology on our current farming system is 
also recognised, leading to a predicted need for new approaches and priorities if a 
sustainable agricultural industry, which conserves the character of the countryside, 
is to be maintained.  The critical link between agriculture and the environment is 
further considered in the Countryside Agency Research Note ‘Integrating the 
Environment into the CAP’ (ref 14), which promotes the redesign of the of subsidy 
system to enable greater integration between agriculture and environmental 
management and redirection of payments to support sustainable farming systems.  
Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, in the form of reductions in production 
subsidies, in response to the requirements of global trade agreements, and 
changes in the support of sustainable farming, is predicted as a key issue in the 21

st
 

century.  Given the close relationship between livestock farming and landscape 
character in both dale and upland areas these issues are likely to have significant 
long term implications for the National Park.   

5.20 Potential future agricultural issues can be summarised as follows: 

 An increasing awareness amongst farmers of the need to respect the 
environment, supported by appropriate financial incentives from the 
Government or EU, with an increasing emphasis on switching 
subsidies from production to payments for environmental benefits and 
support for the rural economy; 

 Opportunities to respond to consumer demands, such as organic 
farming, which may support landscape and biodiversity aims; 

 Potential to encourage markets in farm products from particular 
landscapes (as promoted by the Countryside Agency’s ‘Eat the View’ 
initiative), which may then strengthen the rationale for maintaining 
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distinctiveness of those landscapes, and promotion of farmers markets, 
to close the gap between farmer and consumer (ref 5). 

5.21 The current foot and mouth epidemic may lead to specific immediate effects such 
as loss of internal barn structures, or demolition and burning/reseeding of fields 
close to the farm.  Longer term effects may include changes to stocking rates, land 
tenure and farm diversification, some of which will be positive and some negative.   

Upland Management Pressures 

5.22 Well-managed moorland areas form a complex mosaic of heath, upland grassland 
and bog of significant value for both plants and breeding birds, in addition to their 
expansive, open visual character.  Pressure from overgrazing or drainage may lead 
to decline in these habitats.   

5.23 For more than a century the majority of heather moorland in the National Park has 
been managed for red grouse shooting, resulting in a complex mosaic of heath, 
scrub and bog, rich in wildlife and supporting internationally important bird species 
such as golden plover and merlin.  Pressures related to shooting requirements, 
over-grazing or drainage may lead to a decline in these habitats.  (ref 4) Upland 
areas also provide a striking contrast to the more enclosed dales, with an extensive, 
often tranquil and open visual character. 

Over grazing 

5.24 In recent decades areas of heather and woodland on the fringes of moorland have 
been lost due to the effects of over-grazing, resulting from the intensification of 
sheep farming.  More recently, however, landowners are working with conservation 
agencies to reduce the impact of grazing on moorland and to enhance moorland 
habitats (for example the North Pennine Moorlands Wildlife Enhancement Scheme 
run by English Nature, the Countryside Stewardship Scheme run by MAFF and the 
Northern Upland Moorland Regeneration Programme administered by ADAS).  It is 
predicted that this trend will continue, resulting in the creation of a more diverse 
moorland character. 

Drainage 

5.25 Further impact has occurred through the cutting of ‘grips’ to drain moorland, in the 
belief that this would benefit both grouse and livestock.  Gripping may adversely 
affect moorland habitats, may be visually intrusive through the introduction of 
regular patterns of lines and has the potential to increase erosion.  From the 1970’s 
to 1980’s the Landscape Change in the National Parks study (ref 1) identified a 48% 
increase in the extent of area affected by gripping within the YDNP.   

5.26 It is now widely recognised that restoration of natural drainage patterns is essential 
to the long-term survival of moorland habitats and landowners are working with 
conservation agencies to block grips and restore damaged wet grassland and bog 
habitats.  The adverse visual and ecological effects of upland drainage may 
therefore be expected to be reversed in the future (ref 2). 

Management for Grouse Shooting 

5.27 Shooting requirements represent one of the main activities on the gritstone moors.  
The replacement or surfacing with stone of previously grassy tracks used by 
shooting parties is a key issue.  Modern tracks are often surfaced with limestone 
aggregate and stand out starkly from the darker heather moors, or utilise material 
from lead mining tips, with impact on the historical resource.  Remaining pressures 
are related to upland management including alleged persecution of birds of prey 
and inappropriate burning which results in loss of habitat diversity (ref 2).  Whilst 
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often subtle or localized, these impacts may lead to further erosion of upland 
character. 

Bracken Encroachment 

5.28 Small areas of bracken often have little effect on landscape character but more 
extensive swathes can reduce visual diversity.  From historical surveys (ref1) 
bracken encroachment in the National Park would appear to be stable.  Providing 
existing appropriate management measures continue this is expected to remain the 
case.   

Public Access 

5.29 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 will encourage open access over 
moorland areas.  This may lead to impacts such as increased erosion or vegetation 
damage, particularly near to obvious viewpoints or summits. 

Return to a More Natural Landscape  

5.30 Following the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio the importance of bio-diversity has gained 
greater recognition, being promoted at National level in the UK in 1994 by the 
publication of Biodiversity: The UK Action Plan, followed locally within the National 
Park by publication of Nature in the Dales: A Biodiversity Action Plan for the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park in August 2000.  Nature in the Dales seeks to build 
on the ‘vision’ set out by English Nature (Natural Areas: Nature Conservation in 
Context, English Nature 1998) for the Cumbria Fells and Yorkshire Dales Natural 
Areas, within which the National Park is located.  Briefly, aspects of the ‘vision’ 
which encourage change and which may have noticeable effects on landscape 
character are as follows: 

 An increase in native woodland cover within the National Park from 
1.5% to 3%, some in mosaic with heath and grassland and a ‘sizeable’ 
areas of shrub cover and tall-grown vegetation; 

 Restoration of current expanses of acidic grassland to heather 
moorland and conversion of drained or heavily grazed hill pasture to 
rougher wetter vegetation; 

 A return to the natural drainage pattern of the hills and valleys, with 
actively meandering rivers and significant areas of fen meadow, tall fen 
and willow carr; 

 Up to 10% of the Dales, covering all main ecological land types, should 
be left to develop in an essentially unmanaged, more natural state. 

5.31 In broad terms, biodiversity action plans support the preservation and creation of 
distinctive habitat and landscape character types, or the beneficial diversification of 
others such as the large expanses of acidic grassland.  Nonetheless, the increasing 
emphasis on nature conservation is itself a pressure which may significantly change 
landscape character within some areas of the National Park (ref 2).   

5.32 There are clear links between characteristic habitat types and the birdlife they 
support, which in turn adds to the visual diversity and richness of the Dales and 
moorland areas.  Examples of these links include: wet, rush-dominated pastures 
supporting wader species such as curlew, lapwing, redshank, oystercatcher and 
snipe; moorland supporting golden plover, short-eared owl and merlin; hay 
meadows supporting yellow wagtails, meadow pipit and skylark.  As the BAP meets 
its aims the subtle, landscape character benefits provided by wildlife should 
increase (ref 10). 
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Trees, Woodland and Commercial Forestry  

5.33 Upland coniferous plantations established between 1950 and 1980 have had a 
significant impact on the landscape of a small area of the National Park.  Proposals 
for coniferous plantings larger than 2ha within the National Park are now subject to 
environmental assessment regulations.  Whilst no further large-scale coniferous 
plantings are expected there is now conservation-led pressure to increase the 
amount of broadleaved and mixed woodland, which may impact on landscape 
character in terms of scale, species choice and appropriateness to character type.  
Small-scale coniferous plantings, often used in the past as shelterbelts or for game 
cover, are not subject to the same controls as large-scale plantings yet have had a 
significant detrimental effect on landscape character in some areas of the National 
Park.  Due to changes in grant regimes small scale conifer plantings are now seen 
as a past rather than present or future pressure (ref 2.)  

5.34 Woodland has played, and continues to play, an important role in the Yorkshire 
Dales.  Historically, it has provided timber for construction, fuel and tool making and 
provides cover for game birds.  Remaining semi-natural woodland is generally 
fragmented existing as small pockets of gill woodland or open, grazed woodland on 
the steeper dale sides.  Plantations range between small shelterbelts, larger 
woodlands associated with private estates (particularly within the south and south 
eastern areas of the National Park) and large-scale, alien coniferous plantations in 
the Langstrothdale area of the National Park.  Small groups and individual trees 
along field boundaries, riversides and associated with settlements are also an 
important component of landscape character within the dales.  Whilst the essential 
character of the Dales is of a traditional farming landscape, woodlands and tree 
cover contribute significantly to the detail and pattern of character within each 
individual dale and provide an important wildlife resource, adding to the diversity of 
habitat types found within the National Park. 

5.35 Woodland is a scarce resource within the Dales, accounting for less than 3.6% of 
the National Park’s area.  Of this figure approximately 2% comprises coniferous 
plantation, 1% ancient woodland, 0.2% ancient replanted woodland, 0.1% new 
native woodland and 0.3% broad-leaved woodland plantation (eg beech and 
sycamore). 

5.36 Woodland management and provision in the National Park is guided by the Dales 
Woodland Strategy which is informed by the Biodiversity Action Plan.  The 
Woodland Strategy seeks to: retain and reinforce the local distinctiveness of natural 
and semi-natural woodland habitats; establish a sustainable woodland resource and 
double the current area of broadleaved woodland cover by 2020.  These initiatives 
are likely to have a significant effect on future landscape character, which is 
expected to be beneficial if woodland design guidelines are followed and inherent 
landscape characteristics are respected. 

Woodland decline  

5.37 Semi-natural broadleaved woodlands are often even-aged and unmanaged.  
Decline has occurred in some woodland due to neglect and changes in 
management practice, for example the use of woodlands for shelter and grazing of 
livestock, a reduction in coppice management; the loss of elm, which has been a 
significant tree in the dales, through Dutch elm disease and a lack of new woodland 
planting.  Grazing by rabbits and deer is also a factor in preventing woodland 
regeneration.  Wood pasture is a traditional woodland form within the National Park 
but needs careful stock management to both maintain its pasture characteristics 
and also allow woodland regeneration.  Established National Park policy is 
expected to address these issues, leading to an improvement in the health of 
existing woodlands (ref 10).   
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Hedgerow and boundary trees 

5.38 Hedgerow and boundary trees are declining within the National Park, due to a 
combination of factors such as field amalgamation and changing management 
practice, for example mechanical cutting of hedgerows.  These practices may lead 
to the loss of existing trees and prevent natural regeneration.  The Woodland 
Strategy recognises and seeks to address this issue.  The recent introduction of the 
Hedgerow Regulations may prevent removal of historic or ecologically valuable 
hedgerows, however, no comparable legislation exists to protect drystone walls. 

Juniper scrub  

5.39 Juniper scrub and woodland occurs as scattered remnants, particularly in 
Swaledale and around Ingleborough.  Stands are dominated by old plants and, 
whilst being in natural decline, are showing signs that decline may be reversed by 
appropriate management.  A balance is required between maintaining an open 
sward, which is necessary for juniper regeneration, and overgrazing.  Such areas 
are protected through SSSI designation (ref 10). 

Improvement of existing coniferous plantations 

5.40 As existing even-aged, large-scale coniferous plantations approach their first 
rotation opportunity arises to design felling regimes and new plantings in a manner 
more sympathetic to landscape character and to increase biodiversity value.  Within 
this context a key aim is to retain sufficient coniferous habitat to support and 
encourage the red squirrel population within the north western area of the National 
Park. 

5.41 The Dales Woodland Strategy and BAP are driving improvements in the 
appearance, or replacement, of smaller-scale coniferous plantings. 

Amenity planting 

5.42 Exotic species may be appropriate within historic parks and gardens, or within 
settlements, leading to positive landscape benefits.  Planting of ornamental or non 
indigenous trees on garden boundaries, in farmland and within country estates can, 
however, have a cumulative detrimental influence if it is out of keeping with the 
character of the landscape.  Although awareness of this issue is improving, such 
planting is difficult or impossible to control and the park authority will need to rely on 
advice, guidance and education to ensure that wider landscape character is not 
eroded.  

Recreation and Tourism  

5.43 The Yorkshire Dales National Park attracts large numbers of UK and overseas 
visitors, the majority of whom come to experience beautiful landscapes, wildlife 
habitats and peace and quiet.   

5.44 The last half of the 20
th
 century has seen increasing growth in access to the 

countryside.  In the case of the YDNP this is borne out by visitor surveys, for 
example 8.3 million visitor days were recorded in 1994.  Recent surveys show that 
traffic figures within the National Park are increasing whilst vehicle occupancy is 
reducing.  The Countryside Agency predict that, nationally, growth in access to the 
countryside is likely to continue.  Initiatives, such as the Community Forests, are 
being promoted to provide alternative countryside access close to the major cities, 
but it is likely that demand for visits to ‘special landscapes’ including the National 
Parks will continue to grow.  Visitors to the Park bring important financial benefits, 
supporting the rural economy.  These benefits must be balanced, however, with the 
potential impact of increasing visitor numbers on the landscape, whether through 
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direct effects such as erosion or impact on wildlife or indirect effects such as loss of 
tranquillity, increased traffic, buying of holiday homes, inappropriate development of 
tourist-related business or increased demands on utilities infrastructure.  The 
scenario must be avoided where visitor numbers increase to the point where they 
undermine the character and enjoyment of the National Park (ref 2). 

5.45 Key areas where increasing visitor pressure is likely to have adverse character 
effects are as follows (Note some information taken from YDNPA Access: Routes to 
the Future leaflet, April 1998): 

 ‘Honeypot’ destinations such as Malham Cove and some of the Dales 
villages, including Grassington and Ingleton; 

 Footpath routes across fragile peat or heather moorland, such as the 
Three Peaks Walk, the Pennine Way at Fountains Fell or Wainwright’s 
Coast to Coast route at Nine Standards Rigg;   

 Lowland routes across important hay meadows, for example Muker 
Meadows in Swaledale, may be equally damaging to habitats of 
national importance. 

5.46 The Biodiversity Action Plan recognises that much of the income from visitors is not 
directed at the landowners and managers who look after the landscape and wildlife 
of the Dales.  The BAP considers that ways need to be found to ensure that the 
people who look after the features that attract visitors can benefit from the income 
generated from tourism. 

Tourism/ day visitors 

5.47 The number of day visitors and tourists coming to the Dales is increasing.  With a 
rising average population age, increasing mobility and availability of leisure time it is 
predicted that the trend of rising visitor numbers will continue in the future.  Tourism 
plays a vital role in the economy of the Dales but it also places considerable strain 
on some areas of the National Park, leading to adverse environmental impacts.  
Examples of these pressures include severe erosion of rights of way, traffic 
congestion, parking problems (and consequent damage to roadside verges), 
increasing commercialism within villages and a general pressure for new 
development to provide for and to attract visitors (ref 7). 

Large-scale tourist facilities  

5.48 Other National Parks are subject to large-scale tourist developments, such as hotel 
and conference centres, holiday ‘villages’ or time share and leisure complexes.  
Whilst the Local Plan presumes against such forms of development it also 
considers it ‘only a matter of time’ before pressure for them arises within the 
National Park (ref 7). 

Caravans and camping  

5.49 Static holiday caravan sites are presumed against in the Local Plan and are not 
therefore anticipated to create further pressure for change within the Park.  
Increasing demand may arise however for touring caravan and camping sites, either 
as new proposals or as extensions to existing sites (ref 7). 

Equestrian activities  

5.50 Demand for equestrian developments is increasing, in response to the growing 
popularity of equestrian centres and pony trekking.  In addition to the impact of new 
buildings associated structures such as fencing, jumps and all-weather surfaces 
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may have an impact on landscape character.  A secondary effect of increasing 
trekking activity is wear and tear on bridleways (ref 7). 

Outdoor Pursuits 

5.51 Rock climbing, pot holing, mountain biking, hang gliding and parasailing are 
becoming increasingly popular, and may lead to minor physical erosion (eg climbing 
and mountain biking) or visual impact and loss of tranquillity where concentrations 
of use occur.  Often these pursuits occur in open areas such as moorland or cliffs, 
where the ability of the landscape to absorb visual impact is limited. 

Large-scale sponsored events 

5.52 The frequency of large scale sponsored events (for example walks or orienteering), 
attracting up to 1000 people at a time, is increasing.  These events may lead to 
traffic and parking problems, impact on visitor facilities and short term, high impact 
effects on rights of way. 

Public Rights of Way 

5.53 Following implementation of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (see 
leaflet New Rights, New Responsibilities, Countryside Agency February 2001), 
impact on fragile open moorland areas may increase.  Conversely, the argument 
exists that the availability of access over open areas may reduce the damaging 
effects of the present concentration of access along limited public rights of way. 

5.54 The use of motorised recreational vehicles (in particular four wheel drives and 
motorcycles), that can cause significant damage to unsurfaced routes in the Dales, 
may decline marginally following the implementation of the Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act.  The Act contains some limited changes to legislation that require 
vehicle users to prove their claims for vehicular rights on routes of unclear status.  
However, the effectiveness of the legislation will continue to be dependent upon the 
willingness and ability of the police and the Crown Prosecution Service to take 
enforcement action.  Measures to manage this activity will still be needed and 
should be designed to be sympathetic with their environment as well as being 
effective. 

5.55 The importance of maintaining an appropriate character along public rights of way 
and roads is important as most visitors experience the wider character of the Dales 
from these routes.  A degraded or urbanised right of way may spoil the sense of 
isolation or wildness even if the surrounding wider landscape remains intact (ref 5). 

Settlement Change and Expansion 

5.56 The former Countryside Commission used aerial photographs from the 1970’s and 
late 1980’s to compare changes in landcover within the National Parks (ref 1).  
Within this period it was calculated that the extent of developed land within the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park increased by nearly 10%.  Whether this increase 
occurred locally or cumulatively across the whole of the National Park is not stated.  
What is clear, however, is a pressure to increase the extent of built up areas within 
the National Park. 

5.57 Changes within the social and physical fabric of settlements are also occurring, 
reflecting the transition from an agricultural economy to one of increasing reliance 
on tourism, and the adoption of urban tastes and values.  This change is manifested 
in the loss of functional building uses (for example barns and farms may no longer 
be used for agricultural purposes), the orientation of local business to the tourist 
market rather than local community needs (for example shorter or seasonal opening 
hours), seasonal pressure on services and, indirectly, closure of shops and schools.  



YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 

  175 

Numerous small-scale changes such as inappropriate door and window 
replacements and garden boundary treatments together with highway-related 
changes, including kerbing, parking controls, signage and lighting may have a 
significant effect on traditional settlement character. 

5.58 Many settlements in the Park have few, if any, remaining sites capable of further 
development.  The visual assimilation of settlements into the rural landscape is a 
special attribute of the Yorkshire Dales. The Local Plan states that provision of 
additional housing and new employment must be balanced with preservation of the 
natural beauty of the Park. 

5.59 Set against these controls is a national trend of migration from urban areas to the 
countryside (ref 14).  Increasing demand for commuter use, work-from-home use, 
retirement or second homes within the National Park may lead to pressure for 
provision of more affordable housing for local people, or may result in pressure to 
convert redundant or under-used agricultural buildings.  These pressures may alter 
the character of existing settlements, including pressures for infill development on 
settlements of Norse origin that are traditionally scattered, or lead to 
‘suburbanisation’ of outlying hamlets, farmsteads or more remote Dales buildings 
(ref 7).  Cumulatively, these changes could have a significant impact on otherwise 
unspoilt settlements or areas of surrounding landscape. 

Communications, Power Generation and Distribution 

Telecom masts and mobile phone infrastructure 

5.60 Given strong policy protection, large-scale telecommunications masts are not 
predicted to be a major future source of change within the National Park.  
Cumulative ‘suburbanising’ effects could arise, however, from pressure to provide 
mobile phone networks, particularly as technology within the industry changes and 
customer use becomes more widespread and service coverage expectations 
increase.  Masts, buildings and tracks can have a very significant effect on sensitive 
landscapes (ref 7).   

Wind turbines  

5.61 Large-scale wind turbine developments are unlikely to be permitted within the 
National Park, but proposals for individual wind turbines for isolated farmsteads, 
where they would not detract from the character or amenity of the area, may be 
allowed.  Pressure may therefore arise for numerous small wind turbine 
developments which, whilst being compatible with wider sustainability objectives, 
could have a cumulative visual impact on landscape character (ref 7). 

Overhead lines  

5.62 Overhead power and telecommunications lines, although generally small in scale, 
are a feature of even the most remote dale and contribute both individually and 
cumulatively to a decline in the unspoilt character of both landscapes and traditional 
settlements.  Settlement expansion, employment provision or conversion of outlying 
buildings may require the provision of new utility service lines, either cumulatively or 
individually.  Wherever possible, new lines should be placed underground to 
prevent visual impact and where upgrading of existing facilities is necessary, 
undergrounding of existing overhead lines should be strongly encouraged.  
Although this approach may preserve visual character care must be taken to avoid 
damage to the archaeological resource (ref 7). 

 

 



YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 

  176 

Digital television  

5.63 The use of satellite dishes may increase as digital television becomes obligatory in 
2006.  Although dishes can be sited discretely and coloured recessively their 
cumulative use may still impart a ‘suburbanising’ effect, particularly within otherwise 
unspoilt villages and hamlets.   

5.64 Pressure may increase for the use of solar panels in buildings. As for satellite 
dishes, these can potentially exert a suburbanising influence within settlements, 
although with design development (for example being designed to the same form 
and colour as roof tiles) they may be unobtrusively incorporate into traditional 
buildings.  

Hydroelectric power and water collection 

5.65 In response to global warming and energy issues, future pressure may arise for the 
construction of hydroelectric schemes or increased reservoir provision within the 
National Park. 

Roads and Traffic 

5.66 Most roads within the National Park remain narrow and winding, often contained 
between drystone walls, or following historic routes (eg drove roads) and add to the 
distinctiveness of the Dales landscape.  With increasing visitor numbers and 
changes to vehicle sizes (for example increasing coach and HGV size) pressure 
may arise for local road improvement schemes, which may inevitably lead to loss or 
dilution of existing character.  Similar pressure for change may occur at bridges 
which, having been designed for smaller vehicles, can act as a constraining factor 
on the road network yet are often of historic, visual and nature conservation value.  
Improvement in roads can also bring increasing traffic.  Many highway 
improvements are not subject to planning controls and are undertaken as part of 
ongoing maintenance works rather than as part of a controlled design exercise 

Highway improvements/lighting/signage/kerbing 

5.67 Highway design standards, lighting, kerbing and road signage can all lead to loss of 
distinctive local character, but may be necessary to meet safety requirements, 
particularly if vehicle numbers and sizes increase. 

5.68 A considerable range of measures are outlined in the Local Plan to balance 
highway needs with preservation of local character but it must be assumed that 
pressure for change will remain as vehicle design standards evolve and the number 
of road users increases.   

5.69 An increase in the number of visitor attraction signs (brown signs) has occurred in 
recent years, adding to roadside clutter. 

5.70 Pressure may arise for improved lighting of roads, which may give rise to impacts 
on landscape character (eg visual effects of lighting columns) or intrude upon the 
tranquil night-time scene and dark skies.   

Verge and roadside tree and hedgerow management 

5.71 Road verges are a minor overall part of the Dales landscape character but can play 
a significant role in the appreciation of the Dales by visitors, being a foreground 
element in many views.  Inappropriate management can diminish species diversity 
and visual character of verges.  This issue is to be addressed through the 
biodiversity action plan, which proposes a programme of monitoring together with a 
review of management practices to strike a balance between safety, biodiversity 
value and cost.   
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5.72 Similarly, roadside trees, and hedgerows where they occur, can play a significant 
role in appreciation of the landscape by the visitor and overzealous or poorly 
executed management can affect enjoyment.   

5.73 Pressure on verge, tree and hedgerow management is likely to be directly related to 
available highway maintenance budgets and awareness amongst maintenance staff 
of ecological management issues (eg correct mowing times, frequency of cutting, 
tree care issues). 

Quarries 

5.74 Long term pressure for quarrying is likely to remain whilst ever there are 
economically recoverable mineral reserves in the National Park.  High quality 
limestone will continue to be mostly used for construction purposes, also in the 
chemical industry and in the power industry, as part of the flue gas desulphurisation 
process. 

5.75 Providing the Park Authority can maintain the present strict planning controls within 
the National Park, and given the extent of permitted reserves, it is unlikely that new 
quarries or lateral extension of existing major quarries will occur, although 
exceptions may occur (for example at Horton in Ribblesdale). 

5.76 A number of smaller quarries may be reopened to supply traditional local building 
materials, for example roofing stone.  These are expected to be small-scale 
workings and would be unlikely to have a significant effect on landscape character. 

External Influences  

5.77 Landscape character within the fringing upland areas of the National Park is 
sensitive to external visual change.  Increasing pressure for developments such as 
windfarms, telecoms masts, transmission lines, large-scale forestry, water 
management (eg pipelines, service reservoirs, pumping stations) or highway 
improvement schemes (eg along the A65 corridor at Gargrave, Hellifield and Long 
Preston) may result in impact on the character of these surrounding areas of 
landscape with, in turn, impact on areas of landscape within the National Park.  Co-
ordination of planning policy, environmental impact assessment and consultation 
between planning authorities may, however, control inappropriate development in 
these areas or minimise any adverse impact.  

Aerial Pollution and Climate Change  

5.78 Aerial pollution and climate change may impact adversely on all habitats within the 
National Park but certain habitats would be more sensitive to change.  For example, 
montane and open water habitats would be subject to damage by acid rain whilst 
mires and heathlands would be vulnerable to nutrient deposition.  In landscape 
character terms these changes may be subtle, occurring over long periods of time 
but could erode existing upland character and distinctiveness through loss of habitat 
and the wildlife it supports (eg upland waders and birds of prey) (ref 12). 

5.79 Increasing rainfall may have implications for upland drainage patterns and washland 
areas within the valley bottoms, leading to increased erosion and provision of flood 
defence structures, which may be damaging or visually inappropriate in their own 
right.   

5.80 The need to meet reduced greenhouse gas emission targets may increase the 
pressure for renewable energy forms within, or adjacent to, the Dales such as wind 
energy.  This may have visual implications for remote upland areas within the 
National Park.  Increased use of flue gas desulphurisation processes or clean coal 
technology may increase pressure for limestone quarrying. 
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Geological and Archaeological Features 

5.81 Geological features, which form a distinctive part of the Dales character, are subject 
to a number of pressures.  Although many of the pressures are of a small-scale 
nature their cumulative effect could lead to a general deterioration of the important 
geological resource within the Park: 

 Gradual loss of geomorphological features (eg moraine fields, erratics) 
due to clearance for agriculture and forestry; 

 Quarrying and mineral extraction remains a potential pressure, from 
existing workings and by virtue of commercial value of the geological 
resource within the Park.  Planning controls are, however, anticipated 
to control this activity; 

 Despite the protection of Limestone Pavement Orders illegal quarrying 
remains a threat until such time as the market for water worn rockery is 
removed; 

 At a local level, tipping or landfill in disused quarries or pits could lead 
to loss of existing geological exposures in addition to archaeological, 
ecological and visual impacts; 

 Afforestation in both the uplands and lowlands can obscure or damage 
geological and archaeological exposures; 

 Recreational or commercial mineral and fossil collecting can damage 
exposures or old mine dumps; 

 Mine spoil may be depleted for agricultural or engineering use, for 
example in the construction and maintenance of hardstandings and 
tracks (ref 12); 

 Cave entrances may be opened up, with impact on surface features 
and subsequent impact on the underground geological resource; 

 Road safety or maintenance improvements can lead to the loss of 
roadside geological and archaeological features; 

 River engineering and flood defence improvements can adversely 
impact on fluvial sites. 

Public Opinion 

5.82 Between 1989 and 1990 the potential future of the Dales landscape was explored 
through the ‘Landscapes for Tomorrow’ public participation exercise, organised by 
the National Park Authority (subsequently published as Landscapes for Tomorrow: 
Interpreting Landscape Futures in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, YDNP 
Committee 1992).  The aim of the exercise was to explore public perception of the 
landscape within the National Park and how the landscape could change in 
response to changing land use pressures, in particular agricultural changes. 

5.83 A range of landscape ‘scenarios’ were presented to the public ranging between 
today’s landscape, abandoned, conserved (ie as today’s landscape but with 
landscape features strengthened or reintroduced), intensive and wild. 

5.84 Both visitors and residents expressed a clear preference for the ‘today’s landscape’ 
followed closely by the ‘conserved landscape’.  Lesser support was shown for the 
‘wild’ landscape, followed by very little support for the abandoned, semi-intensive, 
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intensive or leisure orientated landscapes.  Public perception of the importance of 
landscape features followed the above pattern with hay meadows, drystone walls, 
stone barns, broadleaved woodland and heather moor being seen as important 
features and silage meadows, wire fences, modern sheds and conifer woodland as 
features which should be reduced.  Strong support was expressed for more rural 
communities and more public access.  Support for public access was’ however, 
almost equally offset by a corresponding number in favour of less access. 

5.85 From the exercise it can be concluded that public pressure is likely to be strongly in 
favour of retaining the traditional ‘Dales landscape’, either in the form it was in 1992 
(at the time of the exercise) or in a conserved form, where important features are 
well-managed or reintroduced.  Conflict may arise with these aims, however, from 
public pressure to increase the size of rural communities and increase public 
access. There is also potential for conflict between public opinion and the aims of 
Nature in the Dales which seeks to increase the area of wild unmanaged habitat.  
Effects on the landscape of the National Park are, however, likely to be gradual, 
allowing the public to become slowly acclimatized to any changes which may occur. 
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Distinctiveness and contribution to landscape 
character as a whole/ sense of place 

                            

Representative feature 
 

                            

Irreplaceable feature 
 

            
1
 

2
 

3
              

Rare feature 
 

            
1
 

2
 

3
              

Contribution to sense of isolation/wildness 
 

                            

Contribution to landscape scale/sense of 
intimacy 

                            

Contribution to sense of landscape history and 
continuity 

                            

Contribution to unspoilt character 
 

                            

Contribution to landscape pattern 
 

                            

Contribution to colour of landscape 
 

                            

Contribution to a sense of degradation/alien 
character 

                            

Contribution to industrial/urban feel 
 

                            

Contribution to educational/ scientific resource 
 

                            

Contribution as resource for active recreation/ 
sporting 

                            

Contribution as resource for passive recreation 
(inc walking) 

                            

Importance for wildlife 
 

                            

 
1. Flower rich hay meadows are identified as a rare National feature which can only be replaced in the long term. 
2. Moorland is identified as a rare National feature in the context of blanket bogs which can only be replaced naturally, and over the very long term. 
3. Broadleaved woodland is identified as a rare National feature in the context of ancient woodland, which cannot be replaced. 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY & HYDROLOGY 
 

Limestone pavement 
 
 

International/ 
National 

Stable – loss in past for 

rockery stone but now 
protected by statute.  
Pressure on flora from 
visitors and grazing. 
Erosion of surface by visitor 
pressure (eg at Malham 
Cove). 
 

Protection is expected to 
continue.  Increasing visitor 
pressure is predicted. 
Habitat will be monitored/ 
managed through Yorkshire 
Dales BAP. 
 

No – intrinsic natural 

feature of the Dales. 
1 Conserve 

Limestone gorge/ 
cliffs 

National Stable Increasing visitor pressure 
may increase erosion and 
pressure on vegetation.  
Increasing sporting 
pressure eg climbing, using 
new crags or intensifying 
use of existing climbs. 
 

No – intrinsic natural 

feature of the Dales. 
1 Conserve  

 

Limestone/ gritstone 
outcrops & 
exposures, moraine 
fields, erratics, 
geomorphological 
deposits. 

National Stable May be subject to erosion 
impact adjacent to 
watercourses or to highway 
improvement where close to 
roads.  Visitor pressure may 
degrade/erode feature.  
Potential impact by 
quarrying. 
 

No – where natural feature. 
Yes – where rock exposure 

is man-made (quarrying). 

1 Conserve  
 

Valley/ topographical 
form 

National Stable – only subject to 

very large scale influences 
such as quarrying. 
 

Pressure for quarrying may 
increase in long term. 

No – intrinsic natural 

feature of the Dales. 
1 Conserve  

 
 

Watercourses 
 

National/ 
Regional 

Stable Potential impact from flood 
defence measures, water 
extraction, erosion due to 
increased rainfall patterns, 
pollution from runoff or 
disruption of bankside 
areas. 
 
 

No – intrinsic 

hydrological/topographical 
features.  Sympathetic 
design could reduce impact 
of changes. 
 

1 Conserve/enhance (make more natural) 
 



Yorkshire Dales National Park: Landscape Character Assessment              Table 6: QoL Landscape Elements 

TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY & HYDROLOGY (CONTINUED) 
 

Tarns 
 

International 
(Malham Tarn) 
 
National/ 
Regional (others) 
 

Stable – but sensitive to 

changes in drainage 
pattern. 

Targeted for conservation in 
Yorkshire Dales BAP, 
particularly lime rich 
waterbodies. 

No – small scale features 

sensitive to change in 
drainage pattern/ water 
quality. 
 
 

1 Conserve  
 

HISTORIC/ CULTURAL INFLUENCES 
 

Drystone walls 
 
 

National Declining – 

loss/degradation resulting 
from intensification of 
agricultural practice and 
lack of maintenance.  Some 
materials sold off to building 
trade as source of income. 

Decline will continue unless 
agricultural practice/policy 
changes.  Barns and Walls 
Conservation Scheme, 
Pennine Dales ESA 
Scheme and Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme 
should halt/reverse decline 
in some areas. 
 

Yes – but only through 

appropriate repair and 
restoration in accordance 
with historic pattern/style 
and using traditional 
materials, combined with 
field barns creates unique 
Dales character. 
 

1 Conserve and restore. 
 

Field barns 
 
 

National Declining – 

loss/degradation resulting 
from intensification/ 
changes in agricultural 
practice and lack of 
maintenance.  Some 
materials sold off to building 
trade as source of income. 

Decline will continue unless 
agricultural practice/policy 
changes.  Pressure may 
increase for conversion to 
dwellings which may 
‘urbanise’ character. 
Pennine Dales ESA 
Scheme and Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme will 
help to halt/reverse decline 
in some areas. 
 

Yes – but only through 

appropriate repair and 
restoration.  Density and 
pattern of field barns, 
combined with drystone 
walls creates unique Dales 
character. 

1 Conserve and restore.  

Historic agricultural/ 
settlement features 
(eg lynchets/ ridge 
and furrow/ 
earthworks) 
 

National/ 
Regional 

Declining– some 

loss/degradation has 
resulted from intensification 
of agricultural practice or 
inappropriate planting. 

Decline will continue unless 
agricultural practice/policy 
changes.  Pennine Dales 
ESA Scheme and 
Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme will help to halt 
decline in some areas. 
 
 

No – these are historic 

features. 
1 Conserve  
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

HISTORIC/ CULTURAL INFLUENCES (CONTINUED) 
 

Historic mining 
features (eg 
structures, waste tips) 
 

National/ 
Regional 

Stable – some areas 

subject to earlier reworking, 
some pressure from 
visitors/mineral collectors, 
removal for surfacing of 
moorland tracks or trial bike 
disturbance. 

Pressure may 
continue/increase to rework 
tips for secondary 
aggregates (eg for use in 
maintenance or 
construction of moorland 
tracks).  Visitor pressure 
may impact on features. 
The more unsightly features 
may be subject to future 
restoration. 
 

No – these are historic 

features. 
1 Conserve  

 
 

Settlements Regional/ 
National 

Stable/ declining – some 

inappropriate development 
has occurred in the past but 
most settlements retain 
strong dales character, infill 
development has affected 
settlement form within 
villages, mix of uses has 
reduced. 

Increasing lack of 
affordable homes, pressure 
for second homes, 
gentrification effects that 
are outside planning 
control, potential adverse 
density effects resulting 
from broad scale 
Government guidance (eg 
PPG3) may result in future 
decline. 
 

Yes – with sympathetic 

design reflecting local 
vernacular construction and 
settlement form. 

2 Conserve/enhance (eg through 
Conservation Area schemes, 
undergrounding of cable etc)  

Farmsteads Local Stable – changing 

agricultural practice has led 
to need for larger farm 
buildings.  Some farms 
being sold off separate to 
land, followed by request 
for adjacent new farm 
building or agricultural 
workers dwellings. 

Changing agricultural 
economics may increase 
pressure for farmers to 
diversify, which could 
impact on farm buildings 
and land use close to 
farmsteads, or reinforce 
pressure to realise capital 
assets (eg selling off 
farmhouses). 

No – for buildings or 

building groups of historic 
value and character. 
Yes – other buildings can 

be removed and replaced 
with new buildings designed 
to follow local vernacular in 
terms of scale and 
materials.  Historic buildings 
may be subject to sensitive 
conversion to other uses. 
 
 
 
 

1 
(historic) 
 
2 
(others) 

Conserve  
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

HISTORIC/ CULTURAL INFLUENCES (CONTINUED) 
 

Country lanes/ minor 
roads 
 

Local Stable – but may be 

affected by road widening/ 
safety improvements. 

Pressure may continue for 
safety improvements. 

No for historic routes (eg 

Green Lanes). 
Yes – for other routes, with 

appropriate design. 

1 
(historic) 
 
2 
(others) 

Conserve/enhance/restore 
 

Bridges (road and 
PROW) 

Regional/ Local  Stable – road bridges, but 

subject to traffic damage or 
widening proposals. 
Stable – PROW bridges. 

Traffic or PROW damage 
may rise with increasing 
visitor numbers.  Pressure 
may arise for improvement 
to meet increasing traffic 
volume or for flood defence 
alterations.  Cost of 
repairs/replacement may 
affect traditional bridges. 
 

No – some historic bridges 

may not be 
replaceable/capable of 
amendment without loss of 
character and historic value. 
Yes – for other bridges, with 

appropriate design and use 
of materials. 

1 
(historic) 
 
2 
(others) 

Conserve 

Footpaths and 
bridleways 
 

National 
(Pennine Way) 
 
Regional/ Local 
(others) 

Generally stable, but 
declining due to erosion in 

areas of high visitor 
pressure.  Damage 
occurring due to off road 
vehicles, motorbikes and 
mountain bikes.  
Engineering works to 
combat erosion and sustain 
visitor numbers without 
further deterioration may 
lead to impact on character. 
 

Visitor numbers may 
increase leading to 
increased levels of erosion.   
This may be exacerbated 
by large scale events (eg 
sponsored events). 
Vehicle damage should be 
prevented/reduced by new 
legislation.  Use of horses 
and pony trekking may 
increase. 

Yes – except where historic 

routes are followed. 
1 
(historic) 
 
2 
(others) 

Conserve, restore, enhance. 

LANDCOVER 
 

Flower rich hay 
meadows 
 
 

International 
(upland hay 
meadows)/ 
National 

Declining – 

loss/degradation resulting 
from intensification of 
agricultural practice.   

Decline will continue unless 
agricultural practice/policy 
changes.  Yorkshire Dales 
BAP and Pennine Dales 
ESA should lead to halt and 
reversal of decline. 
 
 
 

Yes – but newly established 

hay meadows could only 
achieve diversity/ character 
of old meadows in very 
long term.   

1 Conserve and restore. 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

LANDCOVER (CONTINUED) 
 

Blanket and raised 
bogs/ upland heath 
 

International/ 
National 

Stable – reintroduction of 

natural drainage patterns 
should halt and reverse 
earlier declines although 
still large areas of grips to 
block.  Overgrazing has 
changed the composition of 
bog/heath vegetation cover 
in some areas. 
 

Future trends should 
reinforce conservation, eg 
Yorkshire Dales BAP, 
ECSS and WES schemes.  
Pressure for forestry, wind 
farms, masts on adjoining 
areas of moorland may 
increase. 
 

No – intrinsic natural 

feature of upland areas. 
1 Conserve and restore 

 

Moorland (grass) 
 
 

Local Fluctuating –fringe areas 

are changing between 
moorland and rough 
pasture.  Land drainage 
measures are now being 
reversed to reinstate natural 
drainage patterns and 
reduce erosion.  Bracken 
encroachment stable.  
Overgrazing has changed 
the composition of 
moorland vegetation cover. 

Improvement should occur 
as natural drainage patterns 
are restored.  Fluctuation 
between moorland and 
rough pasture is expected 
to continue.  Pressure for 
forestry, wind farms, masts 
on adjoining areas of 
moorland may increase. 
Yorkshire Dales BAP and 
Pennine Dales ESA 
Scheme (in moorland fringe 
areas), ECSS and WES 
schemes aim to improve 
management. 
 

Yes – reinstatement of 

natural drainage patterns 
allows moorland character 
to redevelop over time.  
Erosion may be controlled.  
Heather and moorland 
grasses may be re-
established blanket bog 
may be allowed to 
redevelop. 

3 Restore and enhance. 

Ancient semi-natural 
or replanted 
woodland 
 

National/ 
Regional (note 
Juniper scrub is 
of international 
importance) 

Declining – undergrazing 

pressure is preventing 
natural regeneration of 
some woodlands, others 
are declining through lack 
of management. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wide range of policies and 
mechanisms (eg Yorkshire 
Dales BAP and Woodland 
Strategy) should lead to 
improved management and 
regeneration of existing 
woods. 
 

No – intrinsic historic/ semi-

natural feature. 
1 Conserve, restore and enhance. 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

LANDCOVER (CONTINUED) 
 

Broadleaved 
woodland 
 

Local Declining – undergrazing 

pressure is preventing 
natural regeneration of 
some woodlands, others 
are declining through lack 
of management. 

Policies (Yorkshire Dales 
BAP and Woodland 
Strategy) are promoting 
increase in woodland cover 
across the park.  Significant 
range of mechanisms (eg 
Pennine Dales ESA 
Scheme), should lead to 
improved management and 
regeneration of existing 
woods and enable planting 
of new broadleaved woods. 
 

Yes – through replanting or 

management which allows 
regeneration and over the 
long term. 

2 Conserve, restore and enhance.  
 

Individual/ small 
groups of 
broadleaved trees/ 
hedgerow trees 

Local Declining – removal or 

non-replacement due to 
changing agricultural 
practice (eg field 
amalgamation) and lack of 
need for tree management 
or wood products. 
 

Wide range of policies and 
mechanisms (eg Yorkshire 
Dales BAP and Woodland 
Strategy) should lead to 
improved management and 
regeneration of existing tree 
cover. 
 

Yes – through 

replanting/management and 
over the long term. 

2 Conserve, restore and enhance.  

Hedgerows 
 

Local Declining – due to 

changing agricultural 
practice (eg removal for 
field amalgamation, modern 
cutting methods). 

Yorkshire Dales BAP and 
Woodland Strategy and 
Pennine Dales ESA and 
Countryside Stewardship 
Schemes should halt 
decline by improving 
management of existing 
hedgerows and 
encouraging planting of 
new hedgerows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes – through replanting 

and improved management 
of existing hedgerows.   
No – ancient hedgerows 

(Historic and ecological 
value of ancient hedgerows 
can only be replaced over 
the long term) 

1 
(ancient) 
 
3 
(others) 

Conserve, restore and enhance.  
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

BENEFITS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

AREA-WIDE BENEFITS 
 

Unspoilt 
character/sense of 
historic continuity 

National Declining – due to modern 

needs/facilties and 
changing economic 
pressures. 

Increasing pressure to 
modernise buildings, 
diversify farm activities, 
provide tourist facilities, loss 
of traditional farming 
practices, inappropriate 
planting, may combine to 
erode unspoilt character. 

No – it would be technically 

possible to undo these 
forms of change but would 
be impractical to achieve in 
reality. 

1 Conserve and enhance 

Dark skies National/ 
Regional 

Stable – changes have had 

a localised effect but are 
not of sufficient scale to 
undermine the area wide 
benefit. 

Existing pressure may 
increase for ‘gentrification’, 
eg garden 
lighting/floodlights or from 
road improvements/street 
lighting in villages.   

No – it would be technically 

possible to undo these 
forms of change but would 
be impractical to achieve in 
reality. 
 
 
 
 

2 Conserve 

Tranquillity, solitude 
and ‘wilderness’ 

National Stable – changes have had 

a localised effect but are 
not of sufficient scale to 
undermine the area wide 
benefit. 

Potential pressure may 
arise in remote uplands for 
wind farms, 
communications masts or 
increased commercial 
forestry.  
CROW Act 2000 may 
increase number of visitors 
in remote areas. 
Potential for increased 
use/construction of grouse 
tracks.  
National trend of increasing 
traffic and possible 
increased tourist traffic in 
the National Park. 

No – it would be technically 

possible to undo these 
forms of change but would 
be impractical to achieve in 
reality. 
 

1 Conserve 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

DETRACTORS 
Landscape Feature Scale of impact 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

Quarries National (large-
scale within 
National Park) 

Stable – existing quarries 

have not expanded laterally 
to a significant degree in 
the recent past. 
 

Pressure for quarrying 
activity is expected to 
continue, for roadstone, use 
in the chemical industry and 
in power station 
desulphurisation plants, but 
is likely to be resisted by 
YDNP.  
Potential increased use of 
specialist quarries 
supplying local building 
materials, limited effect on 
landscape character 
however. 
 

Yes – although minerals 

can only be worked where 
they are found there are 
choices (eg minerals with a 
specialist end-use may not 
be substitutable but those 
with a general aggregate 
end-use do not need to 
come from the National 
Park). 
 

1 Restore to appropriate afteruse 
following negotiated end to working. 

Economic 
development 

Local Stable/increasing – rural 

diversification and 
employment needs have 
led to increasing economic 
development as reliance on 
agricultural employment  
has reduced. 

Shift from agriculture to 
other industries may 
continue, leading to further 
pressure for provision of 
employment uses in rural 
communities. 

Yes – technically many 

forms of economic 
development do not need to 
be located in YDNP.  In 
reality, however, economic 
development provides ideal 
job opportunities for local 
people. 
 

3 Enhance 

Settlement expansion 
and character change 

Local Stable/declining – many 

settlements have seen 
changes in the last few 
decades, including an 
increase in the number of 
dwellings, a reduced mix of 
uses, infill changing 
settlement form. 
 

Demand for low cost 
housing and second/holiday 
homes may lead to 
increasing settlement 
expansion pressure in 
towns and villages. 

Yes – technically many 

people do not need to live in 
YDNP.  Set against this 
local people need a supply 
of locally affordable 
housing. 

3 Enhance (supply of affordable housing 
for local people but resist further 
speculative development or second 
homes). 

Suburban influences 
in countryside 

Local/regional Increasing – creeping 

suburbanisation has led to 
cumulative effects in some 
areas, causing loss or 
erosion of traditional 
character in some places. 
 
 

Cumulative effect of 
numerous small changes is 
expected to continue and 
increase, particularly within 
dales. 

Yes – in that it does not 

need to happen a) at all or 
b) in the open countryside. 

1 Conserve open countryside. 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

DETRACTORS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

Agricultural 
development 

National (effect 
on wider park 
character) 

Increasing – economic 

pressure on farmers and 
tighter environmental 
legislation has led to 
increased construction of 
larger buildings and slurry 
tanks. 

Pressure for intensification 
and change of farming 
practice may increase or 
decrease, depending on the 
rate of change promoted by 
future Government/ EU 
agricultural policy. 

Yes – technically, an area 

of marginal food production 
viable only because of 
subsidies, but no in reality – 
an important part of the 
Dales economy plus 
farming has and will always 
shape landscape character. 
. 

1 Enhance and restore. 

Telecommunication 
masts/ windfarms 

Local Stable/increasing – 

National Park is mostly 
unaffected by windfarm 
development, wireless 
telephony effects are 
increasing.  Potential 
impact from windfarms in 
areas adjacent to the 
National Park. 
 

Global warming and 
increasing reliance on 
wireless telephony may 
increase pressure for new 
structures within or adjacent 
to the National Park.  
Pressure for windfarms in 
sensitive areas is resisted in 
PPG22. 

-Yes – for windfarms.  Do 

not need to be locate in 
YDNP. 
No – for 

telecommunications as part 
of socio-economic fabric of 
Dales communities. 

2 Conserve open countryside, restore 
redundant sites. 

Electric/ telephone 
poles 

Local Stable – existing 

infrastructure has not 
changed significantly in the 
recent past. 
 

Significant future change is 
not anticipated unless 
settlement or industrial 
growth occurs. 

No – essential infrastructure 

element., but potential to 
underground. 

2 Enhance (by undergrounding worst-
case examples). 

Camping/ caravan 
sites 

Local Stable – existing facilities 

have not changed 
significantly in the past.  
Improved design/mitigation 
has reduced adverse visual 
effects. 
 

Demand for facilities is 
expected to continue but 
may be contained by 
planning controls. 
 

Yes – technically, but 

contributes to Dales 
economy and range of 
accommodation available. 
 

2 Conserve (from further development) 
Enhance existing sites (layout, 
landscaping). 

Traffic/ road 
improvements 

Local Stable/increasing – rising 

visitor numbers and safety 
improvements have led to 
some erosion of country 
road character.  Access 
tracks have been 
constructed for forestry and 
moorland management. 

Increasing visitor numbers 
may lead to increased 
pressure for road safety/ 
capacity improvements. 
Need to extract timber and 
to support economic use of 
moorland. 

No – the alternative is to do 

nothing which may not be 
acceptable in terms of 
safety.  Feature is location 
specific.  Increased 
availability and use of public 
transport and new 
approaches to traffic 
management may reduce 
problems. 

2 Enhance through sensitive design. 
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TABLE 6: Q o L ASSESSMENT OF PARK-WIDE LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

DETRACTORS (CONTINUED) 
Landscape Feature Scale of benefit 

(national/ 
regional/ local) 

Recent/ current trend/ 
enough of feature? 

Possible future trend and 
forces 

Substitutable? Priority 
 

Management prescription (conserve/ 
enhance/ restore) 

Tourist pressure National Increasing – rising car 

ownership, increased 
leisure time and a rise in 
the elderly population have 
contributed to rising visitor 
numbers in the National 
Park. 
 

Pressure from tourism is 
expected to increase 
further, may become a 
major threat to National 
Park character. 

No – Dales economy needs 

tourism and National Parks 
are for people but must be 
balanced with impact on 
National Park character. 

2 Conserve existing character of YDNP. 
Enhance areas where tourism has had 
adverse impacts. 

Wire/ timber fences Local/regional Increasing – economic 

pressures and changing 
farm practices has led to a 
decline in drystone walls 
and hedgerows and 
increasing provision of 
cheaper, easier to maintain 
fences.  New woodland 
may be fenced. 

Pressure for intensification 
and change of farming 
practice may increase or 
decrease, depending on 
future Government/ EU 
agricultural initiatives. 
New woodlands, protected 
areas of limestone 
pavement or heath may all 
be fenced. 
 

Yes – through restoration of 

drystone walls and 
hedgerows. 

2 Restore 

Extensive/ medium 
scale coniferous 
forest 

Local/regional Stable/declining – 

established plantations are 
not being increased in size, 
cropping offers the 
opportunity to replant with 
broadleaved species, 
reducing adverse effects on 
landscape character. 
 

Current practice, guidance 
and regulations presumes 
against large scale 
afforestation in sensitive 
areas, increased pressure 
is therefore unlikely.  Forest 
design plans may lead to 
visual improvement of 
existing plantations after 
felling and restocking. 
 

Yes – through replanting 

with broadleaved species. 
1 Enhance/restore 

Scattered smaller 
conifer plantings 

Local Stable/declining – 

established plantations are 
not being increased in size, 
cropping offers the 
opportunity to replant with 
broadleaved species, 
reducing adverse effects on 
landscape character. 
 

Dales Woodland Strategy 
encourages replacement 
with broadleaves.  
However, controls on 
smaller scale conifer 
plantings are less stringent 
than for large scale 
schemes, therefore 
pressure may remain. 
 

Yes – through replanting 

with broadleaved species. 
2 Enhance/restore (original landscape 

character) 
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TABLE 7: CONTRIBUTION MADE BY LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS TO LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  

                 DALES (sheet 1 of 2) 
Landscape Element Contribution to Landscape Character 
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Geology, Topography & Hydrology 
 

 

Valley form 
 

                                  

Well developed tributary valleys 
 

                                  

Major outcropping limestone features 
 

                                  

Major outcropping gritstone features 
 

                                  

Complex faultline features inc reef knolls 
 

                                  

Scattered boulders/ scree 
 

                                  

Glacial deposition features eg drumlins, moraines 
 

                                  

Fast flowing river 
 

                                  

Meandering slower flowing river 
 

                                  

Dry river bed 
 

                                  

River cutting through topographical features 
 

                                  

Platformed river bed/ waterfalls 
 

                                  

Significant tributary streams 
 

                                  

Minor gills 
 

                                  

Historic/ cultural influences 
 

 

Traditional farmsteads 
 

                                  

Traditional unspoilt hamlets 
 

                                  

Traditional gritstone/limestone villages 
 

                                  

Bridges 
 

                                  

Field barns 
 

                                  

Pattern of drystone walls 
 

                                  

Historic agricultural features (eg lynchets, ridge and 
furrow) 

                                  

Historic settlement features, stone circles etc 
 

                                  

Historic mining features (eg structures, chimneys, waste 
tips) 

                                  

Historic routes (eg monastic routes, droving roads corpse 
roads) 

                                  

Landmark historic buildings 
 

                                  

Road/country lanes (positive) 
 

                                  

Landcover 
 

 

Flower rich hay meadows 
 

                                  

Moorland vegetation types extend down valley side 
 

                                  

Ancient semi-natural or other broadleaved woodland on 
valley floor/lower valley sides 

                                  

Ancient semi-natural or other broadleaved woodland on 
upper valley sides, with stepped rock …../scars 

                                  

Tree cover by river/ tributaries 
 

                                  

Tree cover associated with settlements 
 

                                  

Individual trees on field boundaries 
 

                                  

Copses/small groups of trees within farmland 
 

                                  

Hedgerows 
 

                                  

Influence of historic parkland or estates 
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TABLE 7: CONTRIBUTION MADE BY LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS TO LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  

                 DALES (sheet 2 of 2) 
Landscape Element Contribution to Landscape Character 
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Detractors (negative features) 
 

 

Quarries 
 

                                  

Industrial/commercial development 
 

                                  

Settlement expansion 
 

                                  

Suburban influences in countryside 
 

                                  

Agricultural development (eg large sheds, silage towers) 
 

                                  

Telecommunications masts/windfarms 
 

                                  

Electric/telephone poles 
 

                                  

Camping/caravan sites 
 

                                  

Tourist pressure (commercial issues, parking, crowds, 
bed and breakfast) 

                                  

Wire/timber fences 
 

                                  

Extensive/medium scale coniferous forest 
 

                                  

Scattered smaller conifer plantings 
 

                                  

Traffic/road improvements 
 

                                  

Railway 
 

                                  

Reservoir 
 

                                  

 
Notes 
 
Scoring system:  1 = minor contribution, 2 = moderate contribution, 3 = major contribution 
No entry in significance column indicates that landscape element or combination of elements does not feature in character area or makes very limited contribution. 
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UPLANDS (sheet 1 of 2) 
Landscape Element Contribution to Landscape Character 
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Geology, Topography & Hydrology 
 

 

Plateau form 
 

      

Peak form 
 

      

Major outcropping limestone features 
 

      

Major outcropping gritstone features 
 

      

Outcropping Silurian rock forms 
 

      

Scattered boulders/ scree 
 

      

Glacial deposition features eg drumlins, moraines 
 

      

Blanket peat 
 

      

Upland/tributary streams 
 

      

Platformed stream bed/ waterfalls 
 

      

Significant tributary streams 
 

      

Gills 
 

      

Historic/ cultural influences 
 

 

Traditional farmsteads 
 

      

Bridges 
 

      

Field barns 
 

      

Pattern of drystone walls 
 

      

Historic settlement features, stone circles etc 
 

      

Historic mining features (eg structures, chimneys, waste 
tips) 

      

Historic routes (eg monastic routes, droving roads corpse 
roads) 

      

Road country lanes (positive) 
 

      

Panoramic views 
 

      

Landcover 
 

 

Acid grassland and heath 
 

      

Calcareous grassland 
 

      

Ancient semi-natural or other broadleaved woodland  
 

      

Plantations (mixed) 
 

      

Scattered trees and shrubs 
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UPLANDS (sheet 2 of 2) 
Landscape Element Contribution to Landscape Character 
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Detractors (negative features) 
 

 

Quarries 
 

      

Agricultural development (eg large sheds, silage towers) 
 

      

Telecommunications masts/windfarms 
 

      

Reservoirs 
 

      

Electric/telephone poles 
 

      

Tourist pressure (commercial issues, parking, crowds, 
bed and breakfast) 

      

Stone shooting tracks 
 

      

Wire/timber fences 
 

      

Extensive/medium scale coniferous forest 
 

      

Scattered smaller conifer plantings 
 

      

Traffic/road improvements 
 

      

Notes 
 
Scoring system:  1 = minor contribution, 2 = moderate contribution, 3 = major contribution 
No entry in significance column indicates that landscape element or combination of elements does not feature in 
character area or makes very limited contribution. 
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