Grey Squirrel

The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and local
landowners have created the Red Squirrel Viewing
Area at Snaizeholme, so you can see red squirrels
living in the wild.

n, climb and swim.

Size – Red squirrels
are about half th
e size
of grey squirrels

plenty
d food during times of
4 They hoar
seeds in the ground
by burying nuts and
ain even under a foot
and can find them ag
of snow.

Spot the Difference

Did
igs
in dreys made from tw
1 Red squirrels live
and moss, high in
and lined with leaves
trees.
two litters of young,
2 They usually have
ar, with three or four
known as kittens, a ye
kittens in each litter.
ate in winter but may
3 They do not hibern
g wet weather.
move around less durin

• Please do not be tempted
to feed the squirrels –
or any other wildlife!
• Take binoculars, keep quiet,
and stay still if you spot one.
• Listen for a chattering noise
or leaves rustling

you Know

• Look up into the trees where squirrels spend
most of their time
• Look for stripped pine cones
• Try not to make much noise, they have very
good hearing
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Snaizeholme is now one of 17 Red Squirrel Refuges
in northern England where woodlands are managed
and red squirrels are encouraged to thrive. The red
squirrels found here, are on the ‘front line’ between
the reds and the greys.

The red squirrel, the only native
species of squirrel in the UK, is in
danger of disappearing from our
countryside altogether.
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Go Nuts for
Red Squirrels

Hugh and Jane Kemp came to Mirk Pot Farm with their
family over 40 years ago. Their plan was to grow
Christmas trees on what was then a treeless, windswept
hillside in the Snaizeholme valley. As the conifers grew,
one or two red squirrels were attracted by the abundant
food supply and squirrel-friendly habitat. The woodland
is now being specially managed for red squirrel
conservation.
Hugh and Jane really wanted others to be able to see
red squirrels and share this special experience, so they
worked with the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority
to create a public viewing area on their land. The
squirrels are provided with a mixture of nuts dispensed
from a special feeder so visitors have a good chance of
spotting one of these delightful little creatures.

There are only around 15,000 red squirrels in England,
however, you can still see this rare squirrel in
woodland areas of the Yorkshire Dales National Park.
The conifer plantation at Snaizeholme provides a good
food source and isolation from grey squirrels make it
an ideal site for red squirrels. Greys can carry the
squirrelpox virus, which is deadly if passed onto reds.
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Getting here
Snaizeholme lies
just outside the
market town of Hawes.
The Little White Bus
operates a pre-bookable
service to the start of the Red
Squirrel Trail from the Dales
Countryside Museum. The bus ride
takes about 10 minutes. Your friendly
Little White Bus driver will drop you off
at the top of the track which leads to the
start of the trail. Make sure you arrange a time
for the driver to come back for you!
To book the Little White Bus and for more
information, contact Hawes National Park
Centre, Dales Countryside Museum,
Hawes DL8 3NT. T: 01969 666210
or see www.yorkshiredales.org.uk
Visit www.natureinthedales.org.uk
for information on more great places to see wildlife.
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