
 

    
 
Trees and hedgerows are important within a development.  Having trees and 
hedgerows on a development site does not necessarily preclude development and 
the following process enables applicants to show that trees and hedgerows have 
been fully considered and, if necessary, how the development will take place to 
accommodate and protect them.   
 

What is a Tree Care Plan? 
  
A Tree Care Plan is designed to show the relationship between the proposed 
development and any trees or hedgerows that might be affected by the 
development.  Accurate information will prevent the need for us to request further 
information and delay your application.   
  

When is a Tree Care Plan required? 
  
A Tree Care Plan is required, from you as the applicant, when any development 
activity is proposed to take place within 15m of an existing tree or hedgerow (both 
within and out with your ownership) 
  

What is required within a Tree Care Plan? 
  
Your Tree Care Plan should be predominantly map based.  The map that you 
provide must be to scale, and should show trees, existing buildings, roads and the 
proposed development, with the following details included: 
  

1)    The location of all trees within the development should be marked accurately 
on the plan along with the following details for each tree:  
a)    The diameter of the tree at 1.2m from the ground;  
b)    The species of the tree (if known); 
c)    Height of the tree (approximately);  
d)    Any work that is proposed to take place to the tree. 

  
2)    All hedgerows within the development should be marked accurately on the 

plan along with the following detail: 
a)    Species of trees within the hedgerow; 
b)    Height of the hedgerow; 
c)    Any work that is proposed to take place to the hedgerow.  

  
3)    The footprint of:  

a)    the proposed development; 
b)    existing buildings; 
c)    roads;  
d)    any other structure. 
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4)  Details of how you intend to protect the trees on the development site during 

the course of the development with reference to the British standard BS5837 
2012 – Trees in relation to Design, Demolition and Construction.   

  
When we consider your application, along with the Tree Care Plan, we will be able to 
give you advice to help you integrate the trees into the development and avoid 
potential conflicts and problems in the future.  In some instances we may request a 
full tree survey to the standard set out in the British standard BS5837 2012 – Trees 
in relation to Design, Demolition and Construction.  The survey will need to be 
undertaken by a fully qualified Arborist and include all the trees on the site. 


