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_ ' Semerwater S9SI
cc Dr C Newbold .

YORK (-

CIRC

M J Hudson Esq
Regional Officer (forth East)
Newoistle '

SEMERVATER SURVEY

‘Thank you for mending me & copy of Dr T B Bagenal'ns letter of 15.12.78., and
for seeking my ‘commentse

'It seems +to me that the (longz awaited) report is of little or no use %o us
in helping us to decide whether, or how, water skiihg has affected the
Amportance of Semerwnter for wildlife,

Short notice and a shortage of money are indeed both restrictive factors.
Even if we could only expeot one week's work (or about 8 days), I still think
‘that a betier report could or should have boen expected from a body like

the IBA.

If "Dr Fryer has a detailed cladocesa list (F.D.A.)" (see file note hedded
YAquatic interest of Lake Semervater™ - ?author and date), might we not havs
expocted a comparison between his (Fryerts) records and 1978 survey
information? - if more vork is to be done in 1979, might we usefully pursue
thig line - especitlly if Dr Fryerfs work was pre water-skiing daysi

T feel 1% is not unreasonable to assume that the sampling work described in
the report (10 minutes for each of 5 samplem, and say 10 mimutes for taking
a water sample) could have been done in.one dey = even with some equipment
40 carrye Allowing tims fors

(a) seeking permission to visit the site

(b) a preliminary reconnoitre

(c) +the identification of material (to the lovel a.chievedf)
(d) writing up a brief report '

T feel there should have been time during the “equivalent of about 8 days®
4o produce more data.

Couldn*t any comparicons heve been made with other publiched or unpublished
‘work? . Could not some general scarching of the waters have boen carried out,
particular species sought, or abundances of chosen opecies compared? How
for example is the orayfish population? = is it s8till there? .

T fovour the idea (see last paragraph of Bagenal's letter of 15.12,78.) of
arranging for the FBA to undoriake further wiérk in 1979, but I am not sure
‘whether his proposal does meet us “halfway® financially, nor am I happy thot
it goes far enough. Should not the shoritefall be made good free of further
‘charge to us?

oy I suggest that, in order to supplement the information provided, and

- thereby fulfil their exia'i_ng commitment 4o us, ‘the FBA be asked to answer
a number of quite s - queations. (perhaps largely from infoimation.
already possessed by them)e Perhaps a number of such questions will occur
to Dr C Newbold:s perhaps some might relate to planktonic changes, or the
" absence of such, during recent years.

D C Ungley
York

9 January 1979




