
National Park Management Plan

• Statutory plan for the National Park

• Contains:

– Long-term ambitions

– Short-term objectives

• Updated every 5 years

• Produced by a local Partnership



National Park Management Plan Partnership



Overall progress 2019-2025



Achievements since 2019

• Designated as an International Dark Sky Reserve;

• £5.2 million provided to farmers through Farming in Protected 

Landscapes programme;

• Coast to Coast footpath designated as a National Trail

• Ran outdoor learning sessions for over 29,000 school children

• Over 1,500 ha of native and mixed woodland has been planted 

and over 7,000 ha of peatland brought into restoration.

• Economic value of tourism grew by over 11% in real terms

• Over 400 new homes completed



Challenges

• Decline in the condition of rivers 

• Decline in the condition of important habitats

• Decline in the condition of important species

• Incidents of illegal persecution still being reported



Updating the Plan

• Public consultation on ‘the big issues’ (Jan-Feb 2024)

• Published 6 detailed ‘Evidence Reports’ (Apr 2024)

• Held the Annual Forum for local organisations (May 2024)

• Set up 6 expert ‘drafting groups’ (Jun-Sep 2024)

• Published draft proposals for public consultation (Jan 2025)

• Final recommended objectives adopted  (Jun 2025)

• Plan launched (Oct 2025)

















Parish Councils

• Plan acknowledges the critical role that Parish Councils play in 
helping to shape the landscape and culture of the National Park

• Practical things that Parishes could do, include:

– Install ‘dark skies-friendly’ street lighting, and encourage others to do so

– Develop community-led housing schemes

– Improve energy efficiency of council buildings, and encourage others to do 
the same

– Manage your land for nature



www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about/national-park-management-plan/
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