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Ideas, tips and tricks 
for your Dark Skies 
Festival event 
 
 



Event theme suggestions 

Here are just some ideas of the type of event you might want to hold. Don't feel 
constrained by these suggestions! You can be as original and creative as you like... 

 Camping or glamping sites make perfect locations for stargazing weekends. 
 Combining an evening meal or package with a guide to the stars, creating a 

fascinating, celestial experience. 
 Activity providers could host guided night runs, walks, bike rides, canoeing, or 

even a night time zip wire! 
 Create themed products, such as starry biscuits, cakes or even a starry pie! 
 Accommodation providers could hold stargazing breaks which include a 

private astronomer for an evening. 
 Or promote all the events that are taking place to encourage visitors to stay 

with you and experience the festival. 

Alternatively please feel free to collaborate with other businesses and share any of 
the events and activities going on during the festivals with your visitors.  

Tip! With the sometimes unpredictable weather over the winter period it is advised to 
plan an alternative activity or indoors back up for when it may not be possible to be 
outside or see the stars. 

 

Book an astronomer 

Book an astronomer and they will be able to add value to you event and inform and 
entertain your guests for the evening, from telescope sessions to presentations 
about the night sky. Get in touch for astronomer contacts.  

 

Stargazing guides 

We have a ‘Stargazing’ page on our website with a wealth of information of places to 
go and what you can see. We also have a dedicated leaflet to help visitors have the 
best stargazing experience they can.  

Share with your visitors the many ways in which they can get out, explore 
and enjoy the stars.  

If you are looking for information to share with your visitors (or even for yourself) on 
some of the best things to see in the night sky and unmissable celestial events, for 
2021 and 2022, check out this free astronomy guide to help you plan ahead for all of 
the best stargazing and astronomical events! 

 

 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/tourism-in-the-dales/for-local-businesses/the-tourism-team/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/things-to-do/get-outdoors/stargazing/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/08/Dark_Skies_leaflet2017.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2019/08/Dark_Skies_leaflet2017.pdf
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/be-inspired/what-to-do/what-to-do-to-enjoy-the-stars/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/be-inspired/what-to-do/what-to-do-to-enjoy-the-stars/
https://www.telescopeguide.org/astronomy-guide-2021-2022/


Dark Sky Reserve International Status 

Use our Dark Sky Reserve International Status to promote your business – we are 
just one of 18 Dark Sky Reserves in the world, accredited by the International Dark 
Sky Association! 

 

Dark Sky Discovery Sites 

There are four designated Dark Sky Discovery Sites in the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park – at Hawes and Malham National Park Visitor Centres, Buckden 
National Park Car Park and Tan Hill Inn. These are locations that are defined as 
being open to the public, accessible to all abilities and provide parking and other 
facilities, and are a great place to begin.  

 

Dark Sky Friendly initiative 

Become a Dark Sky Friendly business – we will promote you as a stargazing hotspot 
to visitors who wish to come and explore the night sky. 

 

Improve your lighting 

Find out why our dark sky is so important and share this with your visitors so they 
can gain a better understanding of why the Yorkshire Dales is such a special 
destination for stargazing and why our night sky needs protecting.  

Read our guidance to see how you can improve your own lighting to make your 
business even more ‘Dark Sky Friendly’. Download our ‘Good Lighting Advice’ 
leaflet to find out more. 

 

Go Stargazing website 

The Go Stargazing website has a vast amount of information on everything to do 
with stargazing, including a Dark Sky Calendar, a dark skies events calendar, 
telescope guides, ‘Stay and Gaze’ for stargazing accommodation, as well as 
plenty of great advice. 

  

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/dark-sky/why-does-our-dark-sky-need-protecting/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/tourism-in-the-dales/for-tourism-businesses/business-support-and-promotion/festivals-toolkit/dark-sky-friendly-business/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/dark-sky/why-does-our-dark-sky-need-protecting/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/dark-sky-reserve-guidance-for-residents/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/looking-after/dark-sky/good-lighting-advice/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2020/07/FINALHousholderYD023_Dark_Skies_Guide_leaflet_REV2020_STG07_V1.pdf
https://gostargazing.co.uk/


Dark Skies Apps 

Some of the best Apps for enjoying the night sky. 

 Go Stargazing Download for Android and Apple (free). 

 Light Pollution Map Download for Apple devices (free). 

 SkyView Lite Download for Android and Apple devices (free). 

 Stellarium Download for Android and Apple devices (free). 

 NightCap Download for Apple devices (£2.99). 

 Dark Sky Download for Apple devices (£3.99). 

 

 

Quizzes and fun facts 

Gen up on some space facts or share these with your visitors. 

 Space facts 

 Astronomically advanced quiz 

 Astronomically advanced quiz - answers 

 Children’s galaxy quiz quest 

 Children’s galaxy quiz quest – answers 

 True or false quiz 

 True or false quiz - answers 

 Dark Skies Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gostargazing.android
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/go-stargazing/id1588553837
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/light-pollution-map-dark-sky-finder/id1200379779#?platform=ipad
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.t11.skyviewfree&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/skyview-lite/id413936865
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.noctuasoftware.stellarium_free&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/stellarium-plus-star-map/id1458716890
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/nightcap-camera/id754105884
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/dark-sky-weather/id517329357
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/need-more-space-theres-plenty-here/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/quiz-for-the-astronomically-advanced/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/quiz-for-the-astronomically-advanced-answers/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/quiz-for-the-astronomically-advanced-answers/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/childrens-galaxy-quiz-quest/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/childrens-galaxy-quiz-quest-answers/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/true-or-false-quiz/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/true-or-false-quiz-answers/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/things-to-do/whats-on/shows/dark-skies-festival/dark-skies-activities/

