YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY
The membership of the National Park Authority (NPA) is set by legislation and consists of 22 members, made up of 12 local authority appointees and 10 appointed by the Secretary of State.  
Local authority appointees:

The local authority appointees are serving councillors appointed by:

· County Councils within the park - North Yorkshire County Council appoints five members and Cumbria County Council appoints one member, and 

· District Councils within the park – Craven District Council appoints three members; Richmondshire District Council appoints two members and South Lakeland District Council appoints one member.
In making their appointments, local authorities are required to have regard to the desirability of appointing members who have divisions or wards situated wholly or partly within the national park.
Appointments are normally made by local authorities at their annual meetings following their respective elections, and members serve on the NPA for the term of their office as a councillor.  
County Council elections are held every four years.  
District Council elections are also held on four-yearly cycles but within the NPA area they vary as follows:

· Craven and South Lakeland District Councils each elect one third of their councillors each year (except in the year of a County Council election)

· Richmondshire District Council elects all its councillors at the same time.
Secretary of State appointees:

The Secretary of State appoints both ‘national’ and ‘parish’ members.  
National members:
The ‘national’ members are chosen through an open recruitment exercise (with any vacancies advertised in the local press and on the Authority’s website).  This exercise is run under the oversight of the Commissioner for Public Appointments (the Commissioner’s guidance on handling public appointments is at http://www.publicappointmentscommissioner.org/Code_of_Practice/).  The Secretary of State encourages all those with an interest in national parks to make nominations for appointments, and is required to consult Natural England before making any appointments. 
In selecting persons suitable for appointment as a ‘national’ member, the Secretary of State will look for a capacity to appreciate and present a national perspective in discussions within the Authority and for experience, preferably in a combination of fields, with direct relevance to the character of the Park and to the responsibilities of the Authority.  Members will be selected for their personal abilities and experience and not as representatives of specific groups or organisations.  In some cases preference will be given to those who have a particular expertise which an individual Authority may be lacking.
The Secretary of State may appoint members for between one and four years at a time, and they will be eligible for reappointment for up to a maximum of 10 years in total.  
Parish members:
These appointments are made by the Secretary of State on the recommendation of parishes within the Park.  To be eligible to serve as a ‘parish member’ on the NPA, an individual must be either a serving parish councillor or the Chairman of a parish meeting.  The NPA has four parish members appointed from the following areas:

One represents the Richmondshire parishes in the National Park

Two represent the Craven parishes in the National Park (one covers the eastern ‘Wharfedale’ group of parishes and one the western ‘Airedale’ group of parishes)

One represents the South Lakeland parishes in the National Park

Within the North Yorkshire part of the national park, the Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) administers the process by which parishes in Craven and Richmondshire select a member, prior to that name being submitted to the Secretary of State.
The South Lakeland parishes have also agreed that the Cumbria Association of Local Councils should administer the process on their behalf.

Please contact the Secretariat Team on secretariat@yorkshiredales.org.uk for details of forthcoming elections.
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