
	YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY


	ITEM  1

	Minutes of the meeting held at The National Park Office, Yoredale, Bainbridge on Tuesday, 29 July 2008.



	Present:

R Alderson, C Armitage, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, 
P Charlesworth, A Colley, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster, C Lis, 
SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward, Mrs Y Peacock, Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts, 
S Shaw-Wright and W Weston.



	COPIES OF ALL DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED ARE IN THE MINUTE BOOK


	65/08
	MEMBERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY


The report of the Secretariat Officer was noted.

	66/08
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


KJ Lancaster, Dr KM Petyt and SR Macaré were nominated for the position of Chairman of the Authority and each Member took the opportunity to address the meeting.
A paper ballot was taken and the result of the vote was as follows:

KJ Lancaster

-
10 votes

Dr KM Petyt

-
7 votes

SR Macaré 

-
3 votes

As no member had obtained an overall majority, the member with the lowest number of votes was eliminated and a second ballot held.  The result of the vote was as follows:

KJ Lancaster

-
12 votes

Dr KM Petyt

-
10 votes

RESOLVED –

That KJ Lancaster be elected Chairman of the Authority, to hold office until the annual meeting of the Authority in 2009.

	KJ LANCASTER IN THE CHAIR


	67/08
	ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN


Dr KM Petyt and WH Brown were nominated for the position of Deputy Chairman of the Authority and the latter took the opportunity to address the meeting.
A paper ballot was taken and the result of the vote was as follows:

Dr KM Petyt

-
9 votes

WH Brown

-
13 votes

RESOLVED –

That WH Brown be elected Deputy Chairman of the Authority, to hold office until the annual meeting of the Authority in 2009.

	68/08
	MINUTES


RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 2008, having been printed and circulated, be taken as read and be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, subject to it being noted that Mrs D Millward, as Member Champion for Conservation of the Natural Environment, had confirmed the conclusion of the Limestone Country Project on 31 March and had available for members, copies of a leaflet entitled ‘Limestone Country Habitat Management’.
	69/08
	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME


No notifications of public questions or of the intention to make a statement had been received.

	70/08
	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC


RESOLVED –

That the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of Item 23 on the agenda on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972. 
	71/08
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


No apologies for absence were received. 
	72/08
	DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING


No declarations of lobbying were made.
	73/08
	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of the (former) Chairman, who added that he had not reported on his attendance at a meeting of the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly (Y&HA) as nothing had happened worth reporting.
A member thanked the former Chairman for his chairmanship, stating that he had moved the Authority on to become a more inclusive organisation and referred, in particular to the initiative which the former Chairman had promoted for the creation of Member Champions.

A member commented that whilst the Y&HA meetings were themselves of little value, there was a significant amount of work done by the various Boards of the Assembly. 
RESOLVED –
That the report and further comments be noted.

	74/08
	MEMBER CHAMPION FEEDBACK


The following issues were reported:

· Member Champion for Promoting Understanding reported that an independent Chairman, John Jagger, had been appointed to the Yorkshire Dales and Harrogate Tourism Partnership and would shortly be taking up his post.

· Member Champion for Forward Planning reminded members that the report by Matthew Taylor MP on rural businesses and affordable housing had recently been presented to government and would be likely to impact on the Authority’s Local Development Framework.

	75/08
	CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT


W Fenten declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the item within the report relating to the Europarc Charter, as Managing Director of the Company implementing the Charter, and left the meeting during discussion of that part of the report.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

The Chief Executive drew members’ attention to the following three ‘emerging issues’:
· the Matthew Taylor report on rural businesses and affordable housing;
· the review of national park performance assessment; and
· the consultation on direct elections of national park members.  He stated that he would arrange for members to have an electronic link to the consultation document and anticipated it being considered by the Authority at its meeting in September.

In response to a number of issues raised by Members, the Chief Executive stated that:

· with regard to financial support by Yorkshire Forward (YF) for rural areas, it was key for the Authority to understand what issues were on YFs agenda and to run projects alongside.  He added that YF may be willing to support work by landowners, managers and other agencies with regard to the contribution of peat upland as carbon sinks;

· Northumberland National Park Authority was in a situation similar to one that the Authority would have been in had the bid for unitary status by North Yorkshire County Council been successful in that the Authority membership would have been re-visited to ensure that there was not a majority of members from the County Council on the Authority.  The likely balance of membership being six members from the Parish Group, six members from the unitary authority and ten national appointees;

· a planning application had been submitted for development at the site of Craven Limeworks which would be considered at a future meeting of the Authority’s Planning Committee;
· his meeting with Tim Farron MP had primarily been concerned with a specific planning application issue;

· the meeting with Margaret Hodge, Culture Minister, had primarily been to discuss the draft Heritage Protection Bill and to offer assistance with drafting insofar as it related to national parks;

· it was likely that the issue of ‘wheelie bins’ would be considered at the next meeting of the Authority when a ‘position’ may be taken in respect of their impact on the national park landscape;

· the Authority’s relationship with the Yorkshire Dales Society was generally cordial and, as confirmed by the former Chairman of the Authority, planning issues now formed a much smaller element of liaison meetings with the Society than previously.
The Authority’s Solicitor and Monitoring Officer stated that the possible financial implications of litigation against the Authority in respect of decisions to make Traffic Regulation Orders to restrict the use of a number of sensitive routes by recreational motor vehicles would be reported to the next meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee.
Other members’ commented that:

· it would be helpful to have advance notice of programmes such as Countryfile which featured authority-related articles
· officers and partner organisations involved in the attainment of the Europarc Charter for Sustainable Tourism should be congratulated.

RESOLVED –

That the report and further comments of members and officers be noted.

	76/08
	ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS AT MEETINGS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer.
RESOLVED -

That the report be noted.

	The Chairman adjourned the meeting for 10 minutes in order to allow Groups to review their nominations for Committee membership, particularly in view of the earlier election of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, both of whom had been nominated for membership of the Audit and Review Committee which conflicted with Standing Orders requirement that “Notwithstanding any requirements regarding the balance of Members on committees, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Authority shall be members of either the Finance and Resources Committee or the Audit and Review Committee”.


	77/08
	APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE AUTHORITY’S COMMITTEES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer, together with the nominations from the Parish Group, circulated at the meeting.

Following the adjournment, it was reported that, further to the nominations submitted by the District Council Group, KJ Lancaster and SHK Butcher were nominated for membership of the Finance and Resources and Audit and Review Committees respectively.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a) the report, as amended by the circulated Parish Group nominations and by the District Council Group, be noted; 

(b) Committees be established as follows in accordance with the nominations circulated and amended at the meeting -
Access Committee:  SHK Butcher, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs D Millward and Dr KM Petyt.
Audit and Review Committee:  C Armitage, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, P Charlesworth, W Fenten, SR Macaré, Mrs S Marshall, Mrs Y Peacock, Dr KM Petyt, JK Roberts and S Shaw-Wright
Finance and Resources Committee:  R Alderson, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, A Colley, G Dalton, TRN Harrison-Topham, KJ Lancaster, C Lis, Mrs D Millward and W Weston.
Planning Committee:  R Alderson, C Armitage, RA Bird, J Blackie, Mrs A Brooks, WH Brown, SHK Butcher, P Charlesworth, G Dalton, W Fenten, TRN Harrison-Topham, C Lis, JK Roberts, S Shaw-Wright and W Weston;
with Substitutes members to be as follows and in the order listed: County – SR Macaré and Mrs S Marshall; District – Mrs Y Peacock and KJ Lancaster; Secretary of State – Dr KM Petyt and Mrs D Millward; Parish – A Colley.
Standards Committee:  R Alderson, J Blackie, P Charlesworth, G Dalton and TRN Harrison-Topham, together with the three Independent members: A Hassan, Mrs V Reed and Ms Y Rose.
(c) the appointment of members to the Appeals Committee be deferred until a meeting of that Committee becomes necessary and at such time appropriate training be held if necessary.

	78/08
	AUTHORITY REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.  

Missing details of ‘Meetings held and attended’ were reported as follows:
· Craven Crime Reduction Partnership:  Six held – five attended

· Settle & Carlisle Railway Trust:  Four held – three attended

In response to a member suggestion that the Authority should be represented as widely as possible at events and on partnerships that might impact on the national park, the Chief Executive reminded members of the extensive exercise undertaken by the Audit and Review Committee to review the involvement by members and officers in a range of partnerships.  He stated that since that major review a number of new partnerships had been added to the list and the Authority’s capacity to service them all adequately was again in doubt.  A further review of the Authority’s partnership involvement would be undertaken by the Audit and Review Committee later in the year. 

He added that it was essential for those members who represented the Authority to provide feedback for fellow members in order that the value of the particular partnership could be evaluated.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the report and further comments be noted;
(b)
the Authority’s representatives on the bodies listed in the Appendix to the Chief Executive’s be re-appointed subject to the following changes:
· JK Roberts to represent the Authority on the Craven Crime Reduction Partnership Steering Group
· further guidance be brought to a future meeting on the Prosperous District Task Group

· C Lis to be the named representative on the South Lakeland Local Strategic Partnership

· J Blackie to represent the Authority on the Yorkshire Tourism Council.
	79/08
	APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER CHAMPIONS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Chief Executive.

The Chairman stated that he would not be seeking re-appointment as the Member Champion for Corporate Management.

It was suggested that new members on the Authority, whilst not being precluded from taking a role as a member champion, may benefit from gaining some experience on the Authority before taking on such a role.  A member commented that if a new member was interested in any of the member champion roles, they could ‘shadow’ an existing Champion.
The Chief Executive stated that it was intended that a review of the member champion initiative would be undertaken and reported to the May 2009 Authority meeting.

RESOLVED –

That:
(a)
the report and further comments be noted; 

(b)
the following Member Champions be appointed:

Conservation of the Natural Environment: 
Mrs D Millward

Conservation of Cultural Heritage:

TRN Harrison-Topham

Recreation Management: 

Dr KM Petyt

Promoting Understanding: 

SR Macaré
Planning: 

J Blackie

Forward Planning: 

Mrs Y Peacock and Mrs S Marshall

Corporate Management: 

C Lis

	80/08
	GUIDANCE NOTES ON CALL-IN PROCEDURE


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Planning.
The Member Champion for Planning stated that the matter had been raised at the Planning Committee and whilst endorsing the need for guidance for members emphasised that it was essential that any member of the Authority should have the facility to call in an application for consideration by the Committee.  He suggested that the new element of ‘public interest’ should not solely be limited to that identified by the Freedom of Information study.  It was also suggested that the examples listed could be expanded to include “the sustainability of local communities”.

After an unsuccessful motion that the officer recommendation be adopted subject to Paragraph 11 being amended to read:

That the guidance in paragraph 8 above be added to the Planning - Code of Good Practice and that a general declaration be included to state that “Whether or not to call in an application is a matter for each individual member to decided and paragraph 8 is for guidance only and is not prescriptive”
it was -

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
paragraph C 4.2 e) in the Scheme of Delegation be amended to read as follows:-

“No Member has written to the Head of Planning requesting for some specified public interest reason, that the application be considered by the Planning Committee.”
and

(b)
the guidance in paragraphs 6 to 8 of the report of the Head of Planning be added to the Planning - Code of Good Practice, subject to the following being added to paragraph 6:

“(vii)
Issues that might affect the sustainability of local communities”.
	81/08
	A NEW PROCESS FOR HANDLING COMPLAINTS AGAINST MEMBERS


CONSIDERED – the report of the Solicitor/Monitoring Officer.
RESOLVED –

That the procedures for handling complaints against members, as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 of the report of the Solicitor/Monitoring Officer and recommended by the Standards Committee, be approved.
	82/08
	YORKSHIRE DALES LEADER PROGRAMME


C Lis declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the item as a member of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust and left the meeting during the consideration and determination of the item.

Messrs Macaré and Charlesworth each declared a personal interest in the item as members of the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust.

CONSIDERED – the report of the Farm and Countryside Officer.

RESOLVED –

That:

(a)
the Chairman of the Authority be appointed to represent the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority on the proposed Wider Local Action Group and Management Group; and

(d) the information contained in the report of the Farm and Countryside Officer be noted and further reports on progress be brought to the Authority, following the decisions taken by Yorkshire Forward in September on the second stage bid.

	83/08
	NATIONAL PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN – ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT


CONSIDERED – the report of C Lis, (former) Chairman of the Authority.
RESOLVED –
That the progress made to date in implementing the objectives set out in the National Park Management Plan be noted with satisfaction, and the information be made available to all the key partner bodies operating within the National Park.

	84/08
	THE YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – 2009 UPDATE:  REQUEST FOR ‘FIRST DETAILED PROPOSALS’


CONSIDERED – the report of the Strategic Planning Officer.

RESOLVED –
That:

(a)
the Authority does not make ‘first detailed proposals’ about the 2009 review;

(b)
the Authority acts in partnership with the other strategic and district planning authorities to monitor and influence the regional growth agenda.

	85/08
	AMENDMENT TO SCHEME OF DELEGATION


CONSIDERED – the report of the Head of Planning.

RESOLVED –
That the scheme for delegation be amended by the addition of the following:

‘The Head of Planning, in consultation with the Forward Planning Member Champion, to determine the procedures to be followed in preparing the documents required by the approved Local Development Scheme.’
	86/08
	MEMBER FEEDBACK


CONSIDERED – the report of the Secretariat Officer.

Two Members who had also attended the Staff Development Days stated how much they had enjoyed the events and commented on the impressive level of knowledge of the staff involved.


RESOLVED –
That the report and further comments be noted.

	87/08
	FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 9 May 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 9 May 2008 be received.

	88/08
	PLANNING COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 May and 10 June 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 13 May and 10 June 2008 be received.

	89/08
	STANDARDS COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 17 June 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 17 June 2008 be received.

	90/08
	AUDIT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 27 June 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Review Committee held on 27 June 2008 be received.


	The remainder of business was considered in private


	PUBLIC SUMMARY OF BUSINESS CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE


	91/08
	FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE


CONSIDERED – the draft private minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 9 May 2008.

RESOLVED –

That the draft private minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Resources Committee held on 9 May 2008 be received.
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